
BY IMPEACHMENT, 


OF 


HENRY LORD VISCOUNT 

• MELVILLE, ’ 

f * 

V • 

FOR HIGH CRIMES AND MISDEMEANORS, 


BEFORE 


C \)t House of -peers, 


- IN 




WESTMINSTER HALL, 

r- " 

' Between the 29th of April and the Yith of May, lS0t5. 


To which is prefixed, 

A SKETCH 

OF , 4 * 

THE LIFE AND POLITICAL CHARACTER OF 1I1S LORDSHIP, 

* , ♦ 

AND A COMPLETE ACCOUNT QP ! « .• . 

r 

The Proceedings in Parliament 

Relative to the Charges on which the Impeachment was founded , 


LONDON I 

PRINTED FOIl LONGMAN, HURST, REES AND ORME, 


PATERNOSTER - ROW, 





PREFACE. 


IN this volume the ‘public is presented with the pro, 
gress and result of an important enquiry into the 
conduct of a nobleman, who having held the most 
dignified )offices of the state, was impeached by the 
House of Commons, .for conniption in the adminis- 
tration of the public money. 

It was impossible to compress this work into any 
^convenient form, and to include all the particulars 
adduced in evidence ; it was therefore found neces- 
sary to select certain parts of the testimony, which 
are given in detail, while others are passed over 
more slightly, as containing matters of mere pro- 
fessional formality. Oil this account the introduc- 
tory proof, to the conclusion of the second clay of 
the trial, is considerably abridged ; the subsequent 
testimony, to the commencement of the eighth day, 
is recorded with all the minuteness that a technical' 
facility, known only to the English language, could 
enable the reporter to produce. This interval com- 
prises the roll ole of the depositions of Mr. Alexan- 
der Trotter. From the eighth day to the conclusion, 
the evidence is again contracted. , • 

The orations of the. honourable managers, and of 
the learned counsel, unfold the grand maxims of 
British jurisprudence, and apply them to the case 
of the noble defendant ; the importance of these 
suggested the propriety of introducing them nearly 

verbatim 
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verbatim as they mere delivered ; it is hoped they 
mill he found, not only interesting to public curio- 
sity, but a permanent record of British eloquence, 
and a masculine display of British patriotism. 

The promptitude, impartiality, energy, and talent, 
with which these proceedings were conducted, ( to 
use the language of the speaker of the House 
of Commons) have rescued the Trial by Impeach- 
ment from the disgrace into which it had fallen, 
and restored it to its former dignity and honor. 
“ It is,’’ f says that distinguished member of the 
legislature) “ the power of impeachment which 
has enabled the Commons of this country, at 
all times, to lay open the misdeeds of the highest 
servants of the crown, and to prevent or punish 
all inroads which may be made on the liberty of the 
subjects of this realm.’’ 

At a period when the ministry have recommended 
to the representatives of the people a new project for 
auditing the public accounts of the kingdom, and 
when it appears, that the sum of these accounts, iw- 
examined and unexplained, composes nil amount more 
enormous than the whole national , debt, this inves- 
tigation of the duties of an office, in which upwards 
of 150 millions sterling were circulated under the 
administration of Lord 'Melville, will, it is pre- 
sumed, prove peculiarly acceptable to every friend 
to the security, independence, prosperity, and glaiy 
of the British Empire. 
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ADDRESS. 

ALTHOUGH the periodical Miscellanies of. the present day are cumerpiis Jbeyond all 
precedent,' yet it shall not be our object to dispute the claims ' 
enough for us that we are exempted from the charge of obtri 
and established character of our work. In the New Series 
improved on the original design, that it may be truly said 
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Henry, VISCOUNT MELVILLE, is a descendant from a younger 
branch of a family long eminent among the lairds of Lothian. During 
a great part of the last century, his immediate ancestors have been 
distinguished as the ablest advocates of the Scottish bar, and they 
have successively attained to the highest honors and emoluments of 
the profession. Ilis father, even while a .young lawyer, was distin- 
guished for discernment, elegance, and erudition, and his elder bro- 
ther, the late Lord President Dumias, after advancing through a very 
splendid and successful career of practice at the bar, was raised to the 
first place in the supreme court of justice in his native country. 

Henry, a younger son, and by a second marriage, was born about 
the. year 1740 , and was destined to seek his fortune in soriie profes- 
sional pursuit. On his entrance into life he is said to have given an 
uncommon instance of disinterestedness and fraternal affection, in re- 
linquishing his patrimony, which was not much more than lOOOl. 
sterling, to Ins sister Christian, relying entirely on the exertion of his 
own abilities in that profession in which his family had been so suc- 
cessful. Though very young when he was called to the Scottish bar, 
he quickly rose to some distinction among the junior advocates. His 
advantages of birth and his personal recommendations were a fuvor- 
fible. introduction to all the gay and fashionable society of the Scottish 
metropolis, and a disposition to enter ardently into the usual pleasures 
of the young, contributed to render his reception the more flattering. 
The indulgence of this propensity, however, unfitted him neither for 
business 'nor study, but seemed to make his application to both Che 
more intense during the time it was bestowed upon them. 

The General Assembly of the Church of Scotland, the only very 
numerous .and popular court in that part of the island, has justly been 
regarded as an excellent school of deliberative eloquence, and young 
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ndvocotes were therefoic usually eager to obtain seats and to try their 
Toners of oratory in it. In that assembly no speaker ever obtained 
gre iter admiration than young Dundas, who exhibited there some 
of the first specimens of those talents which he was afterwards to ex- 
ercise on a more illustrious theatre. 

During the progress of his practice at the bar, lus sound under- 
standing and prompt discernment obtained hrtn not only the respectful 
attention of the ablest judges on the bench, but a continually increas- 
ing number of clients He was far from confining lnmself to the ac- 
quirement and display of dry juridical erudition , on the contrary, bis- 
inclination and abilitv to blend with it the becoming elegances of lite- 
rature piocured him, while very young, the flattering esteem of the 
late Lord Kaimes, and such was the impression which the early pro- 
mise of his talents made on the mind of that nobleman, that they ob- 
tained bun the elegant and complimentary address in which his lord- 
ship dedicated to bis young friend lus excellenPwork entitled Principles 
of Equity. 

A marriage with Miss Rennie, the heiress of the estate of Melville, 
in the vicinity of Edinburgh, brought Mr. Dundas a seasonable addi- 
tion of one hundred thousand pounds to his professional emoluments, 
and facilitated the ascent towards that elevation which be has sine? 
attained. 

Family interest, and those talents which command ample employ- 
ment at the bar, recommended Mr. Dundas to the favorable notice 
of the crown, and under the administration of Lord North, he rose to 
the office of Lord Advocate for Scotland. He now aspired ton seat 
in parliament, and nr 177 1, was elected lor the shire of Edmburgh 
»Jwroj he continued to rtnre'dnt till they ear J7S2, when lie was chosen 
for Newtown, m Hampshire 

The period of the entrance of Mr. Dm das into parliament was pe- 
culiarly favorable to the views of a man with the talents and character 
which he possessed. It took place nt a time when the difficulties of 
government demanded the exercise of extraordinary powers in those 
who could influence its transactions, and when the embarrassments of 
a falling ministry seemed to promise every thing to the ambition of 
those who aspired to supplant them 

Being the first law officer of the crown of Scotland, it was natural 
that in the House of Commons Mr Dundas dionld act 03 the advo- 
cate for the measures of the administration. \\ ith that prudent cau- 
tion which has ever distinguished Ins career as a statesman, he, how- 
ever, not only forbore to irritate the kaders of opinion, but by 
a an 
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tm extraordinary species of political logic, even amidst the most vio- 
lent conflicts of parties, lie had no difficulty to infer that both were 
Tight — the one was right in general, and the argument of the other in 
•a political view. 

“ No one could object that liberty in general was a good thing ; he 
could not, therefore, withhold his admiration from the right honor- 
able gentleman, {Mr. Fox) that ho so well defended what might be 
considered the common cause of human nature. But, however ex- 
cellent was liberty in general, nothing could be more dangerous when 
not applied with due regard to season and place. He could not, there- 
fore, deny his strenuous approbation to the noble lord (Lord North) 
as, however opposite they might appear, they were evidently engaged 
in the same cause, and the principles of the one, and the practice of 
the other were, as such, equally laudable, and as such were equally 
entitled to his hearty concurrence." Such, if not the actual words, 
was at least the substance of the political logic and crcccl of Mr- 
Dundas. 

To this accommodating disposition more than any other qualifica- 
tion, is to be ascribed, the -extraordinary success of Mr. Dundas in 
his political career. The administration tinder which he first brougl t 
liimself into notice, being seconded by all the support of the court, con- 
tinued for a time to maintain their seats, in despite of the general cla- 
mor of the country. But the ill success of the war with the American 
colonies, the triumphs of Washington, and the surrender of Cornwallis, 
excited in the minds of the public a thorough conviction of the insuf- 
ficiency of the then existing councils for their own support. When, at 
length, the fall of that ministry appeared to be inevitable, Mr. Dun- 
das strove to make himself master of some of the branches of the na- 
tional business, in such an eminent degree, that, whatever changes 
might ensue, his aid might be too important to the new minister to 
be hastily slighted, his opposition too formidable to be carelessly pro- 
voked. 

Accordingly, on the retirement of Lord North from power, Mr. 
Dundas was admitted as one of the succeeding administration ; and, in 
spite of changes continued to enjoy his former consideration. On the 
death of the Marquis of Rockingham, the Shelburne party succeeded 
to the place of the Rockingham. The Earl of Shelburne, like liis pre- 
decessor Lord North, was professedly the minister of the court, and 
had obtained his place as minister only by promises of compliance with i 
its views. The relics of the Rockingham party rallying under the 
banners of Fox, and the family of Cavendish, in order to issftp^-'V 
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ministry whom they considered as renegadoes from their own part), 
united with tjiit of .Lord J^orth, and thus formed the celebrated coa* 
lition Of this faction Mr Dundas was one of the moat distinguished 
members The divided ministry of the Earl of Shelburne could not 
support it«elf against this all powerful pmon , it fell, but was soon .af- 
terwards revenged by the fall of its rival Mr Dundas was still a fa- 
'onje of fortune, and after the ruin of 'the coalition, become one of 
the succeeding ministry of Mr Pitt 
Jn all these contests and changes, in which he acted such a bus) 
and important part, he obliged the contending parties to regard lum 
ps a man who, if m administration must have occupied no mean place, 
and if m opposition must have possessed the authority of p leader, 
punng this period he was likewise retained as leading counsel in most 
of the appeals from the courts of Scotland to the English House of 
Lords, in which lme of his professional duty he attracted considerable 
notice by the display of his legal knowledge, and the frequent proofs 
he afforded of lus powers of elocution 
After the British affairs in America seemed desperate, the attention 
of the legislature vvas more particularly directed towards t^e affairs of 
India. Until the breaking out of the American war, the British do- 
minions m the east had but m a slight manner attracted the notice of 
parliament Loud complaints were at length made of the company's 
servants, who, carrying on wars, and levying tributes in the apint of 
mercantile avarice, had excited the different powers of India against 
them j who, in their turn, pursuing their revenge by indiscreet policy, 
fomented conspiracies and rebellions among our allies and tributary 
states In the work of retaliation no backwardness in the governor gc-* 
neral was to be feared. ^ Every advice from India was filled with ac- 
counts of war and spoliations , of rajahs and nabobs dethroned, whom 
we scarcely knew by name , of provinces subjected to the British 
power, which we knew not where to look form our maps These 
wars, which had enriched the servants of the company, had not in the 
came manner recruited its finances, inquiry was instituted, and the 
truth, which was long expected, was at last brought to light— the 
company protested that it had never authorized wars for conquest, but 
had left all to the di'cretion of its servants , and they, in turn, al- 
Jedged aggression and rebellion as the causes of their recourse to 
arms A di scusion in the supreme council of Bengal, soon threw far* 
thtr light upon the subject, which forcing itself upon the consideration 
of parliament, was at length sifted to the bottom. y 

In this bu'Jqera Mr, Dundas took a leading part , q secret com- 
mittee 
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niittce was nominated to enquire into the causes of the war in the 
Carnatic, and of the unfavorable conditifin of the British possessions 
in those parts. Of this committee Mr. Dundns was appointed chair- 
man. In the report which he made from the committee, and in the 
formation of a bill which he soon afterwards brought into parliament 
for the reculation of the British affairs in India, his abilities for busi- 
ness were displayed to great advantage. The bill was defeated by the 
efforts of opposition ; but, in the course of the enquiry by which it 
was- suggested, Mr. Dundns had acquired a knowledge oflndia a'ffaits, 
which powerfully contributed to his subsequent advancement. 

It was objected to Mr. Burke, that his morality was too rigid fora 
politician, and that his advancement in court favor would have been 
more rapid had he not confined his eflorts ns a statesman within tfie 
narrow precincts of moral rectitude. Mr. Dundas appears to have 
concurred in opinion with the ccnsurers of that great man ; whatever 
may be thought of his politics in other respects, it is impossible to ob- 
ject with justice, that at any one period of his life, they have been loo 
much narrowed by his morality. He had none of that, perhaps, false 
delicacy which averts from change as inconstancy, and of this liis 
conduct in the business of India afforded a striking example. It is 
still upon record in what colors lie painted the character and conduct 
of the governor-general ; it is likewise equally well known, how soon 
from politic reasons, he changed his opinions concerning him, while 
the public beheld with astonishment the very man to whom they had 
once looked up as the redresser of Indian grievances, stifling all en- 
quiry into the Nabob of Arcot’s debts, by far the most corrupt and 
most avowedly flagitious of all the Indian peculations. 

On the elevation of Mr. Pitt, in JfS3, the assistance of such a 
man as Mr. Dundas was too valuable to the young and inexperienced 
members of the new administration to be neglected, and fortunately 
the latter never had any scruples about joining any man, or any set of 
men, who might happen to be in power. By his assistance, chiefly, 
the minister was. enabled to gain over to bis interest the leading mem- 
bers of the East-India company, at the most critical period of the 
parliamentary struggle, and afterwards to produce, with their consent, 
a system of India controul, differing very little in its essential ten- 
dency from the obnoxious plan of Mr. Fox. 

The appointments of Treasurer of the Navy, and President of the 
Board of Controul of the East-India Company in the management of 
their affairs, with a seat in the cabinet council, were the first rewards 
of the seasonable services of Mr. Dundas, in the arrangement of the * 

' new 
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new administration The former of thc*e offices he had before held, 
from the 27th of July, 1782, to the 2d of April 1783 It is not a little 
l-cmarhable that, during this period he himself brought m a bill, which 
was passed into an act, for the better regulation of the office and salary 
of the treasurer of the navy, and that the alledged infringement of 
this act is the ground of his impeachment Before the period of which 
we are treating, the « alary of treasurer of the navy was two thousand 
pounds per annum, exclusive of perquisites, which were enormous 
Man} abuses had crept in through the misconduct of men in official 
Situations applying the public money for their own -private interest, 
and, in consequence, large sums had been lo 5 t to the nation To pre- 
vent this peculation was the object of Mr Dundas’s bill , and, as a 
compensation for the lo«s of purquisites, the salary of treasurer of the 
navy was advanced from two to four thousand pounds, besides hotwc, 
coal, and candle, making in all little short of five thousand pounds per 
annum 

The resolutions parsed by the committee of the House of Commons, 
Relative to this business, were to the following effect 

*' That it appears to this committee, that on the 18th of June, 1782, 
the House of Commons, in a committee of the whole house, came 
among others to the following resolutions 
« That it is the opinion of this committee, that some regulations 
Ought to be adopted for the purpose of lessening and keeping down the 
balances of public money, which appear to have usually been m the 
hands of the treasurer of the navy, and it would be beneficial to the 
public if the first and other clerks in the different branches belonging 
to the said office were paid by fixed and permanent salaries, in lieu of 
fee B , gratuities, and other perquisites whatsoever 

“ That it is the opuiton of this committee, that from henceforward 
the paymaster general of his Majesty’s land forces and the treasurer of 
the navy, for the time being, shall not apply any sum or sums of mo- 
ney imprest to them, or either of them, to any purpose of advantage 
or interest to themselves, either directly or indirectly 

“ That it appears to this committee, that the commissioners ap 
pointed to examine, tale and state the public accounts of the king- 
dom, have, sO far as appears from the reports hitherto made, dis- 
charged the duty entrusted to them with great diligence, accuracy, 
and ability , and if parliament shall carry into execution those plans of 
reform and regulation which are suggested by the matter contained m 
the reports of 'tho said commissioners, it cannot but be attended with 
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the most beneficial consequences to the future welfare and prosperity 
of this kingdom/' 

Such was the origin of the act, of which Mr. Dundas was the lauda- 
ble mover; and.it is not a little remarkable, that he should be the 
only treasurer of the navy accused of having infringed this law, since 
its enactment. 

This measure, however. wn«s not the only commendable one effected 
by Mr. Dundas, in his capacity of treasurer of the navy, lie had not 
been long in that situation, before he procured an act of parliament to 
prevent the passing of forged instruments, and caused all wills and powers 
of attorney of seamen to be signed by the officers of the port, whose sig- 
natures are known at the navy-officc. He likewise brought in & bill, 
for the purpose of empowering every seaman, while in the sendee of 
government, to remit six months pay to his wife and family; which 
has proved a great encouragement and inducement to them to enter 
into the navy. 

In 1734 Mr. Dundas was again elected to represent the shire of 
Edinburgh, for which he sat till 17£)0, when he was returned for the 
Scottish metropolis. At the conclusion of J7SS, and the commence- 
ment of the following year, when the severe indisposition of the sove- 
reign encouraged a proposal for the establishment of a regency, and 
threatened the removal of Mr. Pitt and his associates, Mr. Dundas 
steadily adhered to the interests of that statesman, and his co-operation 
was eminently useful to him in that season of difficulty and alarm. 

To recount all the acts of the public life of Mr. Dundas, since the 
commencement of the late war with France, it would be requisite to 
write a complete history of this country, and, we may say, of the 
world. He lias been the firm and invariable supporter of all the mea- 
sures of Mr. Pitt’s administration: and the honours and emolument^ 
heaped in consequence of this adherence, upon him and his family, 
have been fully adequate to the services lie has rendered. 

On the introduction of the Duke of Portland into the ministry, 
the importance of the services of Mr. Dundas occasioned his being en- 
trusted, in addition to his other offices, with the seals as secretary of 
state ; for it was considered more eligible to create a ,third secretary^ 
than to remove Mr. Dundas from the conduct of the correspondence 
relative to the measures and operations of the war. The plans for the 
formation of fencible regiments, the supplementary militia, the volum 
teer companies, the provisional cavalty, and all that military forc<? 
which was levied and maintained during the war, for the internal 
fence of the country against invasion or insujrectipn, origi ■ 
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Jfr DumiaS, or fell in a particular manner under Ins consideration 
and management, m his character of secretaiy of state for the war de- 
partment ; mid it cannot be denied, that means better adapted to the 
accomplishment of tli6 objects in view, could not have bben easily 
conceived. 

He was long considered ns folding virtually the power of minister 
for Scotland, aud It Is certain, that there W as never less discontent 
ugamst the government among bis country men than during that pe- 
riod The restoration of the forfeited estates, so well calculated to 
extinguish political feuds, was a noble measure, of winch Mr Dunda-i 
was regarded ns the author At the same time tie was far from being 
inattentive to his own interests, as the numerous lucrative posts and 
emoluments bestowed on his immediate re/a fives suffinetif/y attest, 
while Hit extensive patronage attached to his official station invested 
him with almost unbounded influence over tie northern division of 
our island 

Having devoted to the affairs of the East Indies a particular portion 
of bis studies, his India budgeti «6re always fraught with labor, and 
bis calculations and statements were in general minute and correct 
His situation of president of the Board of Coufroul gave him very great 
tnfluelico with the East India Company, and numberless were the 
young men, especially of his own country, who through his interest 
were promoted to places of emolument and trust In the year 1800 
he resigned that office, on which the directors of the East India Com- 
pany came to a resolution to reward the_ services he had rendered to 
that great commercial body, with a pension of two thousand pounds 
per annum On being apprized of the indention of the directors, he 
declined the offer, but at the same time signified, by letter, that if the 
annuity was granted to bis lady (who is considerably younger than 
himself), it would be accepted. Ills wish vns’complied with by tie 
directors, and the annuity was granted accordingly 

On the resignaMon of Mr Pitt, and the other members of Ins admi- 
nistration, in 1801, Mr Dundas likewise retired from office He did 
not, lowever, like some others of his coadjutors, enter into a sys 
temati6 opposition to the measures of bis successors The following 
jear the friends of Mr Pitt having been disappointed in tl eir expecta 
tion of bis returning to office, resolved to try the strength of bilpopu 
laxity V ith this view his btrtfi-daj was celebrated in a migmftfent 
manner, and a large subscription was obtained for erecting a statue to 
his honor The friends of Mr Dundas adopted tl e same measure af 
Edinburgh, and three thousand pounds were subscribed for the pur- 
pose, 
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pose, and which Sum was placed at interest; to accumulate till his do , 
mise. 

' Though foiled in the expectations of regaining the station he had 
lost, Mr. Dundus nevertheless kept on an amicable footing with his sue- „ 
cessors, and thus secured a peerage for himself, by the title of -Vis- 
count Melville, and several good situations for his friends and rela- 
tives. On the prospectof Mr. Addington's removal from power, he * 
again began as usual to take an active part, and it was expected that 
through his assiduity a reconciliation would have been effected between _ 
Fox and Pitt, had it not been found impossible to include the former 
in the arrangement of a new ministry. 

When, in IS04, Mr. Pitt was again called to the helm, his faithful ; 
friend and assistant, Lord Melville, received the important appoint- ' 
mentof first lord of the admiralty; a post which, however, lie 'was ’ 
not destined long to hold. Trom his first entrance into public life, he , 
had enjoyed without interruption the smiles of fortune, but now a po- - 
litical cloud, in the shape of the Tenth Repoitof the Commissioners of ' 
Naval Enquiry, intervened, to throw a gloom over his future prospects. 

'This commission for the enquiry into abuses in the naval department 
of the public service, had been instituted at the instigation of his 
lordship’s immediate predecessor, the Eail of St. Vincent. It was f 
composed of five gentlemen, who had authority to examine witnesses, . 
and who, in the preparation of their Tenth Report, had found it nc- > 
cessary to call upon Lord "Melville and the Paymaster of the Navy, > 
Mr. Trotter, for information relative to various sums of money, of the 
application of which, during the treasurership of the former, they * 
could find no account. On the manner in which his lordship replied 
to the questions put to him on this occasion, some observations were 
introduced into the Tenth Report, which on its appearance produced ‘ 
the following letter from Lord Melville to the commissioners: 

“ Gentlemen, Match 2S, 1805. 

tf Having read jour Tenth Report, and observing particularly the 
following paragraph in the 14 1st page — * However the apprehension of 
disclosing delicate and confidential transactions of government might 
operate with Loid Melville, in withholding information respecting ad- 
vances to other departments, we do not perceive how' that apprehen- 
sion can at all account for his lefusing to stale, whether lie deiived 
any profit or advantage fiom the' use or employment of money issued - 
for the services of the 'navy, If Ins loidship liud received into his hands ■> 
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cucfi monies, as ttfre advanced by htm'to other departments, and had 
replaced them as they were repaid, he could not have denied an/' 
protii or advantage from such transactions, however repugnant thtfy 
might be to tlie provisions of the legislature, for the safe custody ot 
pnblic money.” % 1 4 

'** 1 think it necessary to state the following observations, m order . 
ta place-' m their just \iew the grounds on'which I declined answering 
ydur question, and which you appear not to havo accurately under- 
stood. 

*“ }Vhen you first calJM vport me for information, I stated to you 
that I had not materials on which I could frame such un account as jou 
required me at that time to prepare; and m a communication with 
]\Ir. Trotter, before my examination on' the Jthiof Non ember last, I 
learnt, for the first time, that in the accounts he had kept respecting., 
my private concerns, be had so blended his own private monies with 
svhat he had in his hands of public money, that it was impossible for 
him to ascertain with precision whether the advances lie had occasion 
to make to me in - the course of h»s running private account with me, 
wore made from the one or from the other aggregate sums which con- 
stituted his balance with Messrs. Coutts. This circumstance, which J 
understood Mr. Trotter had distinctly communicated to you, made it 
impossible for me to return any other answer than I did to the general , 
question which you put to me — ‘ Whether Mr. Trotter had applied any 
of the money issued for carrying on the current service of the navy for 
my benefit or ad\antnge ?’ and to this circumstance I uniformly refer-* 
red in my answer to other questions respecting the manner m which 
Mr. Trotter applied the money in his hands 

<« When you put the question to me, * Whether 1 did direct or au- 
thorize Sir. Trotter to lay out or apply, or cause to be laid out or ap- 
plied, any of the money Issued for carrying on the current seryice of 
the navy, to my benefit or advantage?’ my answer was, * To the best 
of my recollection I ne\cr did/ — That answer I now repeat. Had 
you proceeded to enquire, Whether I bad ever any understanding ex- 
pressed or implied with Mr Trotter respecting any participation of 
advantage derived from the custody of the piibhc money, or whether I 
at any time knowingly derived any advantages to myself from any ad- , 
Minces of public money ? J should ha'e no hesitation in declaring, as 

now declare, that there never was any such understanding, nor any 
thing like it, between Mr. Trotter and myself; that I never knowingly 
derived any such ad\ ant ages, and that whatever emolument accrued 



to Mr.' Trotter in the conduct 'of the pecuhiary concerns of 'the office 
was, so far as I am informed, exclusively his- own. 

. “ With respect to any advances which Mr. Trotter ’might make oh 
my private account) 1 considered myself as debtor to him alone, and 
as standing with regard to him in no other predicament than I should 
have done with any other man of business, who might be in occasional 
advance to mein the general management-of my concerns entrusted to 
him. , It is .impossible for me to ascertain, from any documents or 
vouchers in my hands or now existing, what the extent of those ad- 
vances might have been at any particular period. The accounts which 
you have inserted in your Report, I never saw till I saw them in the 
Heport itself. They are no accounts "of mine, nor am I party to them. 
They contain a variety of sums issued nominally to me, which never 
came into my hands, and they gave no credit for , various sums re- 
ceived by Mr. Trotter on my private account from my salary as trea- 
surer of the navy, and other sources of income, of which he Was'in'tbe 
receipt, nor do they take any notice of the security of which he was in 
, possession, for the repayment of any balance at any time due to Him 
from my private funds. * ” 

With respect to the sums of naval money advanced to me, and 
applied to other services, I do not feel it necessary to make any addi- 
tional observations, except to declare, that all those sums were returned 
to the funds from which they were taken, having in no instance been 
withdrawn from it for any purpose of private emolument or advantage. 
Before I conclude, I wish to correct an inaccuracy which I observe in 
one part of the evidence in appendix No. 7, page 192. The question 
is put to me, ‘ Did you derive any profit or advantage from the use or 
employment of money issued for carrying on the current service of the 
navy, between the 19th of August 1802, and 30th April 1803; or be- 
tween the 1st February 1784-, and 31st December 1785, during which 
periods you held the office of treasurer of the navy ?’ Which question 
I there answer by a reference to the answer given to a similar question 
put to me before. This answer is inaccurate, in so far as it contains 
a reference to Mr. Trotter’s mode of blending his fubds in his private 
account with Messrs. Coutts. Mr. Trotter was not paymaster till the 
year 1786. This circumstance, therefore, relative to Mr. Trotter’s 
account, which precluded my returning an answer to your former 
questions, does not apply to the periods specified in that mentioned ; 
and I Can therefore have no difficulty'"in declaring, that during those 
periods I did not derive any advantage from the use or employment of 
*. ^ b 2 public 


public money issued for earning on the service of tlie navy. Having 
stated these facts, it is nlmPst unnecessary t6 add, that I am at any 
time ready to verify them upon my oath. 

“ J li no the honor to be, gentlemen, 
t "MELVILLE" 


To this letter the commissioners returned the following answer. 

f “ OJ/icc oj "Ratal Inquiry, Great George-strect, 

, “ My Lord, April 2, 180£. 

“ \\ e have received your lordship’s letter of the 28th of last month, 
hv which you intimate that we appear not to have accurately under- 
stood the grounds on which you declined answering our questions, and 
submit to us some observations, in order to place those grounds in- 
their just view, and also express a wish, before you conclude, to cor- 
rect an m accuracy in one part of your evideuce, and a readiness to 
verify by your oath the facts stated in that letter. 

« Ifitbetho object of this communication, that we should again 
require ydnr lordship’s attendance, for the purpose of being examined 
foucliiug these matters, and tint we should make a Supplemental Re- 
port upon thfe result of that examination, and such other examinations 
as we might thereupon judge necessary, there can be no disinclination 
©n our parts (as far as we are concerned in the proceeding) to meet 
your lordship’s wishes but it appears to us that the inquiry, 
yvhich is the subject of the Tenth Report, has attained that period, 
jvhen it would not become us to adopt such a measure, merely upon 
the suggestion of any -one of the parties to whose couduct that report 
relates. 

« Wcwere occupied several months in mve'tigitmg the mode of con- 
ducting the business of the oflice of treasurer of the navy 1 hose w ho were 
examined by ns had the fullest opportunity of stating and expl lining all 
filings which related to the management of that dep irtinent, or to the 
share winch they respectively had in it, and of coriecting at any time, 
during the progress of the inquiry, any mistakes which might inadver- 
tently li iv e teen made Ouf opinions and observat ons upon the irrt 
gulanties aud abuses which \\c di covered, were formed and drawn up 
with the utmost enre and deliberation, (ind they are now submitted to 
th< time branches of the hgidature, as the act, by which we arc ap- 
pointed, requires If it could be made to appear upon a representa- 
tion to them, jhat any tl ng fi as been omitted on our part, that any 
j , * mi'uuder- 
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misunderstanding or error had occurred, and that a farther inquiry is 
adviseable upon these, or any other giounds, it would be for them to 
direct such further inquiry, and to decide by whom, and in what man- 
ner, it should be prosecuted; but, in the present circumstances, it 
appears to us that we cannot with propriety resume it. 

“ We have the honour to be, my lord, 

“ Your lordship’s most obedient humble servants, 

~ ch. m. poi^e, 

" EWAN LAW, 

« JOHN FORD, 

« II. NICIIOLLS, 

» W. FI ACK WORTH PRAED.” 


. On Monday, the 8th of April, the important matters disclosed in 
the Tenth Report became the subject of legislative enquiry. In the 
House of Commons, Mr. Whitbread rose, and said, that it had origi- 
nally been liis intention to move, that the house should resolve itself 
into a committee of the whole house, to consider of the variety of 
matter contained in the Tenth Report of the Commissioners of Naval 
Enquiry ; but as this might have been productive of some difficulty, 
and as he was determibed that the discussion of this impoitant subject 
should not be allowed to evaporate in a dispute about the forms, but 
be solely confined to the substance of it; he had changed his purposed 
mode of proceeding, into certain propositions grounded upon that re- 
port, which, before he concluded, he should have the honour to sub- 
mit to the house. The honourable gentleman passed a high eulogium 
on the commissioners of naval inquiry. Feeling every due respect for 
all preceding commissions of a similar nature, he must be allowed to 
say, that the proceedings of none had been so honourable ; that the 
labours of none had been so indefatigable; and that the result of the 
exertions of none had been so advantageous to the public, as those of ' 
the present. The house well Jknew that this commission originated in 
the hoard of admiralty, over which a noble earl presided ; who, after 
combating and defeating the open enemies of his country upon the 
ocean, returned to explode those mines of corruption, the existence of 
, which rendered useless the most brilliant victories. The commission- 
ers had made vaiious reports, all of which contained matter highly 
deserving of investigatipn, but on none of these reports had any pro- ' 
ceedings been instituted. Those commissioners had experienced greater 
difficulty in the execution of their office than anv of their predecessors, 
he sincerely believed ; and their merit was therefore greater. In the 
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course of fheir inquiries the) had met with rude rebuffs in the difftrent 
office*, through the corruption of winch they waded, they had been 
Molcntly opposed by the whole host of those whose depredations upon 
the public they wcife unveiling; they had been taunted with the ap- 
pellation of inquisytors, and every possible means had been used, but 
m vain, to disgust them with the emplojmeut winch they had so no- 
bly and disinterestedly taken upon themselves; and he was as firmly 
persuaded that* the public, whose interests had been so essentially 
strud by Uicir perseverance, amidst all the r e obstacles, would not be 
found deficient 111 gntilude. They bad dragged into day facts which 
hid eluded the v igilance of nil former commissions; and it now only 
remained, to endeavour to bring to justice the delinquents whom their 
patriotic labours had so completely exposed to light H 6 was con- 
vinced that he need not descant on the importance of this subject. 
V hen any person had been incontestably proved to have flagrantly vio* 
luted the law himself, and to have connived at the violation of it in 
others, when, in addition, he vves exposed to the strongest suspicion 
of being an accomplice in the guilt, and a participator m the gams of 
such inferior culprits ; if the hou«edid their duty, they should at least 
arraign and censure him, and by so doing, confer the greatest benefit 
on their country. In the present exhausted state of our finances, it 
would show the people that the House of Commons were determined 
that the revenues should be frugally administered, that they would 
beep a watchful eye over those entrusted with the disposal of them ; 
and that no man, however high his rank, or however sanctified by the 
public confidence of manyyeir®, should be suffered to infringe the 
laws enacted for tluir regulation, with greater impunity than what 
would attend the meanest depredator iu existence Should the house, 
however, not come to a dtcruon on the subject , or should they, in 
defiance of the clearest evidence that could possibly be adduced of 
the guilt of an individual, agree to find him not guilty, what would 
then be the opinion of the people on their conduct! Would they, 
not say, and say justly, “it is for the emoluments of your situa- 
tions that you contend for them, and fortho«q alone, regardless of 
justice, honour, or public virtue, you wish for the places of those 
who are accused before you, merely that you may reap the same 
iniquitous advantages not from the laudable ambition of serving 
your country, but for the base and sordid expectations of gain?’^ 
The honourable gentleman here entered upon a long and close investi- . 
gation of the Tenth Report of the commissioners. It contained mat- . 
term which Lord Melville, Sir, Trotter, Mr. Wilson, and -Mr Mark., 
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Sprotf, were deep!}’ implicated j some imputation of blame- too nl~' 
tachcd to the Bank of England, who, according to the evidence given 
by one of their own officers, had issued money on the drafts of Mr. 
Trotter in an illegal and unjustifiable manner. If he had not been* 
very much misinformed^ the right honorable gentleman opposite came 
in for a share in the delinquency, for being privy to the practice of 
drawing the public money illegally out of the Bank of England, with* 
out having put a stop to it. With Mr. Trotter he should have little 
t6 do at present; at a future period he must become the object of a 
distinct charge. In bringing an accusation against Lord Melville, he 
was sensible he accused no mean person. The noble lord, during his 
whole life, had enjoyed a great share of the public confidence: for 
near thirty years he hud almost constantly occupied offices, for which 
his industry and his talents had been’ supposed peculiarly to qualify 
him. During that period he had possessed mors extensive patronage 
than any mail in the kingdom; and of course both in and out of par- 
liament, he was surrounded by fiiends and connexions, who were, he 
apprehended, more willing than able to defend him in his present si- 
tuation. When the origin of that act of parliament, for the violation 
of which the noble lord now stood accused, was considered, it would 
be found to be attended with circumstances of peculiar aggravation. Atr 
the close of the American war, when the countiy was in the greatest 
distress, and when that distress was increased by the profusion which 
existed in all the departments of public expenditure, petitions were 
presented to parliament from all parts of the kingdom, in consequence 
of which certain resolutions were adopted by the House of Commons, 
on the motion of Lord George Cavendish. The honorable gentleman 
here read the resolutions of the committee of that period on this sub- 
ject. They gave it as their opinion; that the Paymaster General of the 
Army , and the Treasurer of the Navy, should not be allowed, directly 
or indirectly, to use the public money lying in their hands for their 
own advantage: They deprecated the leaving of large balances in the 
hands of the treasurer of the navy ; -and suggested, as essentially ne- 
cessary, to remfedy the grievances complained of, that for the future 
tlte treasurer of the'navy should be merely an accountant to the pub- 
lic. Immediately' after the resolutions had passed, a reform took 
place in the Uavy-Ojfice, The salary of the Treasurer was only 
two thousand pounds a year: but then he was permitted to 
enjoy the interest of the balances in Ins hands ; - the salary was 1 
augmented to four thousand pounds, and all fees,” emoluments, and 
advantages derived - from the use- of the public money, were strictly 
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forbidden. Mr.’BarrC, the then treasurer, immediately paid all the*’ 
balances m Ins possession, into the Bilik of England : and proved,* 
that from that period neither he, not arty otic of those under him, had 
received any emolument whatever of that description. To Mr.Barrd 
succeeded Lord Melville mi his - first treasuretslnp. Whether he kept 
tin, public money in the Bank of England, in un iron chest, or at Ins i 
private banker's, it is impossible at this distance of time to 'ay. Iu. 
the extraordinary letter which iie sent the neck, befote last to the com-' - ' 
nnssioners of naval enquny, the noble lord declares he never derived i 
nny *uh antages from the u«e ofit Lord Bayning follow fed, and had made 
a similar declaration On the 5th of January , U 78 i, Lord Melville 
ogam became treasurer of the navy, which situation he retained until/ 
the 1st of June, 1500, and it was to this period of sixteen years that 
the honorable gentleman intended to confine lus animadversions In 
37S5, the right honorable gentleman opposite to him proposf d a plan 
of public rctiencbmcnt, founded on the report of the committee be* 
fore mentioned, m which he held out the most brilliant prospects 
to tfie country , but unfortunately he was mistaken is to the character 
of the persons whom he bad selected to carry this plan into execution 
Tin. noble lord had been one of the pir-ons, and one too m whose 
prnse the right honorable gentleman Imd been most loud As if he 
had been solicitous to place himself apparently in the van Of reformers, 
that he might with more facility oppress all reform, the noble lord 
himself introduced the bill for regulating the office of treasurer of the 
navy. The bill passed into a law, the language of winch was so clear 
and determinate, that he would defy the most dexterous lawyer in the 
profession to torture the letter of it into any construction foreign to 
the obvious quo I he pi ramble of the act stated it to be founded on 
tho report of thu committee, and intended to render the treasurer of 
the navy an accountant instead of a banker , by which means neither 
he, nor any of those under him, undid incur the temptation of ha- * 
z&rdmg the public money in unsafe speculations There was one pro- 
vision in the act, the opcntiou of which was to commence on the 1st 
of July, I78o, to which he wished particularly to call the attention of 
the hou^e — It was therein directed, that on that day all thr public 
money in the pos«csiuon of the treasurer of the nuvy should be 
deposited m the Bank of I n D land, and tlut from that day no part of 
it should be issued from the Bank but on drafts, specifying the seruco t 
for which it was intended Lord Melville, however, on bis own sole 
authority postponed making this deposit until the 1st of Jamurv, J78b. 
Win ? B^cau e foivjath, the arrangements m h« oflicc could not bff 
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Completed before the time ! What, hot in six months ! The falsity 
of the cause thus assigned for this shameful delay was evident, and im- 
pelled' us to search for the true one. On the 31st December, 17S4-, 
the balance of the public money in Lord Melville’s hands did not 
much exceed 70,0001.. He was directed by act of parliament to 
transfer this sum to the Bank of England on the 1st of July, 1/35 : 
but on the 3 1st of December, IfSd, he had not done so, and the ba- 
lance then amounted to above 1 13,0001. being an increase of 43.000K. 
No proof could be established; but the fair inference to be drawn 
from this delay undoubtedly was, that Lord Melville had withheld the 
public money from its proper destination lor the purpose of his own . 
private emolument. This- transaction was comprehended in what he 
would call the first part of Lord Melville’s second trcasurerdiip. In. 
the second part arose the facts which' formed the basis of the charges 
against the noble lord. He would state them under three distinct 
beads .—' The first was, that under his own authority, without the con- 
sent of parliament, aud even - in direct violation of the act of pallia- 
meat, he had diverted to other public services the money appiopriated 
by law to the naval department. Secondly, that he had connived at a 
system of peculation in an individual, who will hereafter be respon- 
sible for his own conduct, but for whom Lord Melville is now respon- 
sible. To these two charges he would confine the propositions which 
he meant to submit to the House to-night; but, unless what had been 
said could be unsaid, and what had been done, undone; there existed 
but too clear a proof that Lord Melville had participated in the frau- 
dulent profits of his agent. — Should the House agree to his present 
motion, he pledged himself to prosecute this part of the subject still 
further. To the honor of men who have held high official situations 
r in this country, it must be said, that a charge of a similar nature has 
not been brought ’ for many years. The last exhibited was by Lord 
Melville himself against a gentleman who filled- an important- office 
abroad. Sir 1'. R unibold. y In a case- like the present" he did not con- 
ceive that there existed any necessity for a precedent; but if there did,- 
he should be unwilling to follow that just mentioned, as he thought 
too much severity had been shewn in the proceedings. Ilis intention' 
was to move certain resolutions, grounded on the -report of the com- 
missioners, and coupled with. resolutions of censure in the conduct of 
the noble lord. The House would afterwards have to consider pi 
. what way to proceed. It -was highly material to consider the nature ■ 
of the evidence that had been adduced. In the first place, the com- 
missioners. discovered that, in direct contradiction to the law, pertain. 
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eWmous deficiencies existed mUic depArtmoHt of treasurer of tie navy, 
amounting at rn uvcmge to ibout 43 or 4 1,0001 u veur, (uJjrSbtrjr 
Jittle le<s or a hlllc more v is lnipntcml, it wusinot the sum, but the 
infraction of tbb law tl it n pdcred tlir tram iction culpable ) On 
that foundation the commissioners rar-ed their id estimation He 
shoaW Iruvc fr quirt ouasiou to name Mr. Ti otter in the course of 
his speech lie would tlu refore ob*<cr\c here, that w hat applied to Mr 
Trotter did not epply to him alone j Mr. Trotter aid Lord MelviPe 
were one end the earnc It was but too clear that Mr Trotter, h i\- 
Jng such a ptihtiptl as Lord Melville, his lordship could not want 
ouch v second us Mr Trotter, Having referred to, and read a part 
of tin n-port of the commit' loners, describing tie nature of the 
pflicfc rtf treasurer of the navy, he observed, that in Order to show 
the situation of ogt,ra\ated defincjuency in v Inch lord Mc'ulle 
atood, it Was necessmy to atate, that tie ofiicc of treasurer of 
the navy, subsequent to the act of parliament in 17b5, -was re- 
gulated by an order of council, on the motion of Lord Melville 
himself, drawn up by him, and presented to the king This was 
pn the 9th of -August, T7S5 The honourable member read the 
order of council, stating that the trea*urer of the navy had submit- 
ted to his Majesty a, plan for regulating the other, and carrying the act 
into effect, paiticularly with respect to the salarv of the paynnUer, 
that his Majesty had taken the same into his roval consideration, had 
been plea'rd to approve of it, and bad given directions for earning it 
into effect There were two stages of aggravation m the conduction 
of the noble lord first, his bringing m an act of parliament, which 
lie had afterwards violated , pnd, «econdlv, submitting it as a mocktry 
to the king, and from that lime to the present moment, never attend- 
ing to tlie act of parliament, or to ihe order of rouncil, in mv one way 
wliatever The first violation of the act* and of the order of council, 
was by those deficiencies, the existence of which had been proved •— 
Mr 1 rotter, as paymaster, li3d been called upon to explain why such 
deficiencies bad been suffered to fcvist On this part of the subj» ct bo 
desired to say a few words, as lo the evidence given by Mr. T-oUerund 
the other pereoiis mentioned m the report some of them had mw 
doubtedly given verv fair and honourable testimony, which, aslaras 
it related to fact', they wished to conceal, was final to them, aud as it 
related to facts extorted from them, was equally fatal, because it wa? 
given under circumstances which attached to it the strongest degree of 
credioilitj, sthd must be taken lo be completely true. He bad heard 
imldjlbut this report was founded on ex parte evidence. He.*ktued 
. . tins 



this assertion. If the facts alledged were not true, could hot the per* 
sons examined have answered “ No" to the questions pul to them, — 
Would they not have said. No, upon my oath, no." 1 hey were ex- 
amined to the facts, and they sheltered themselves under the clause of 
the act of parliament, which lie thought the commissioners ought not 
to have allowed them to have availed themselves of; but their having’ 
screened themselves under the tot ms of such a clause, foi med the clear- 
est evidence of their guilt. Mi. Ti otter had been called upon to ac- 
count for Ins deficiencies: first, he had said he did not know' to what 
cause to attribute them: then he admitted he did know, and that they 
mofe out of the public money having been applied contrary to act of 
parliament. The act of parliament had been violated, by the public* 
nibtiey having been taken out of the Hank, and lodged in the house of 
a private bunker, where Mr. Trotter insisted it became his private’ 
Monty, and he had arraigned the commissioners for presuming to exa- 
mine into his private accounts. This was not only foolish,- but dan- 
gerous conduct; for he had committed himself by it. even more than 
his principal. On his (irst examination, he had denied knowing any 
tiling of the deficiencies ; but soon alter he began 'to find them out, 4 
and that they arose' from his having taken the money to his private 
banker's, and advanced if to Lord Melville lor other services; a cir- 
cumstance which he pretended he did not know, till Mi. Long, an ho- 
nourable member, had repaid -him some of the ■sums so advanced. — ■” 
lie was really surprised Mr. Long 3md not been examined on the sub- 
ject, and that the c'omnmsioneis had not’ called upon him for some in-* 
formation; but, thovigh they bad neglected to do so, it \va-, afterwards’ 
confessed, in a letter from Lord Melville, that the public ’money had' 
been so improperly applied. A precept 'had been issued by the com- 
missioner, ’requiring his lordship to account foi ’the dclicieiiey, and the 
application of the money to other services. The answer was most ex- 
traordinary, but it was of ‘a piece with another letter written by his’ 
lordship at the conclusion of this business and was ctHtninly not of a' 
nature to impress any man’ with an idea of the' innocence of Lord' 
Melville. Here the honourable .Member read the letter 'from liis 1 
lordship, dated Wimbledon, June 30, ISO-k, sty ring, that it was impos- 
sible for his- lordship to furnish the commissioners with the account- 
they asked, as’ he 'had been in the habit of assorting his papers, and 
destroying those that were useless. - Now, a man coming befoie the 
public with such an assertion, that because Jie had been in the habit of 
assorting his papeis, -he had not any document to make out the ac-’ 
count required of him, was' altogether unworthy of belief. Could be , 

c 2 



CM, tvfn fren fc» memory. Imr f mwfats! tm account of win! he hv\ 
etUanrrd ? It wit impossible fir a mnnof hn lordvhip'# talents, end 
nuiI * m l>abit of n'cnllecttr** p^ v j circoms’ancc*, rot to tie ubfc 
tn^tc it mr account of hi Inf the* !’»t .t wa# n mimu chir*i> 
apunH him, th it 1 * 1ml d-stroyed his voi chew. He maintained tl ry 
t*rrotl e | ropert) of tlx* public, end it woi coMrrjfantty n Ute.1i misde- 
meanor tn the ** Me lord to Urstroe ilxw papers, for wont of which 
(ht, j uMic ceuM not ob'am <Hf Inform tt on that wu tvrccssnrv. ffo 
tnull **V, vrlnl I id been the opinion of romwitsiootri m l/SJ, ns 
to the eomrrjtiteve of destroying piper#?— Hiur endeavour# mob* » 
tattling inform i*« n l ad Urn fms»rntr 1, Thcj Muted in tin lr report, 
that K hid bet u Customary fm the puv muter to talc h s account# with 
him out of thecfiicr— the \a mm it ten were of opinion, tli it they should 
be lift for tlir use of govern merit and po*tcritv j and therefore l*ortl 
Melville wa» highU rrprthc. tiblc tn sufemig those jiairrs to Ik, taken 
ffom the Navy 1’t) Office Hot the nolj'e lord had said further, tfmt 
he could not give ih» cofjmu*»ior>rr3 the account they required, 
bicnuu, during a great part of the lime ltc wav treasurer of 
tie navy, he held other very confidential situation# under govern* 
ire nt, and was mtimatify connected with other# Undoubtedly * 

} c was connected with others He vras ol oie lime Sttrttnrv of ff'ar, 
Sicrttary tf Slate, PrefiJmt of the Boanl ofControut, cuJ Treasurer of 
the JVnry / Ife observe*, that several ** delicate and confidential’ 
transaction# had occurtd, which it vns not consistent with hi# dutv (a 
reveal . bai icnse uf duty should have retrained him, not from rcveil* 
mg tbr«o net*, hut from committing them The noble lord had held 
the situation of treasurer of the navy at a period most critical, when 
there were hardly sufficient means to pay tho fl^et tint was defend? ?g 
our shores — yet had he, tu contempt of tho danger, untured to turn 
the roonev to other service# The next article of ch i v is, hi# hav mg 
connived at the public tnouey being drawn from the Rjnk of F upland 
for pm ate emolument, and thus havin^ allowed in infraction of tbe 
law for which he is deeply responsible, Mr Trotter confesses ht did 
Jod e large sums of money at Couttss, because, he says, it was more 
convenient, and more ‘ccure, and, notwithstanding all the acts of . 
parliament winch ctpre*$Iy contradict his opinion, ho thinks it was al- 
ways intended that this should be permitted. Tbat such a man as 
Mr Trotter should make so weak, so absurd a defence, was not sur- 
prising , but that Lord Melville should imitate him, was. really won- 
derful After having himself introduced the acts, and the regulation 
before alluded to, how was it possible that the noble lofd cpuld have 
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Inc. face to say, that in a private banket’s bands the public money Was 
moiv convenient or more secure ? It is much easier, be says, to give a 
draft on a private bunker, than on the Bank of England. Why ? Is not- 
one as valid, and attended with as little diflicultv as the other ? As to' 
security : it was a most extraordinary plan to seek security by going 
from a place whore alone security could be found. If the Bunk t>f 
England had failed, no responsibility would have been incurred by. 
Lord Melville, because he was justified in placing the public money 
there; but the moment he' went even to t)ic most respectable private 
banker’s, liis responsibility commenced. Events might happen, not 
possible to be anticipated ; the money might be lost, and then Lord 
Melville and Air. Trotter would be overwhelmed with destruction.; 
After all, however, the money had- not been lying atCoutts’s; it had. 
been employed in discounting private bills, and in speculating in tbe 
funds. The house would be appalled when they reflected on the ex- 
tent of the trust rcj'nsed by Lord Mel vibe in Mr. Trotter. In the’ 
course of Mr. Trotter’s continuance in office, Lord Melville states, 
that one hundred and thirty millions of the public money had passed 
through his hands. It had been proved, that, of this sum, fifteen mil- 
lions had at different times been placed at a banker’s. — That Lord 
Melville should have suffered this man to go on jn such a manner, was 
of itself enough on which to rest his accusation. It was infamous that 
the pittance wrung from the necessities of the poor, should be sported 
with in the hazardous game of stock-jobbing. The only defence that 
Lord Melville could have set up (if any thing he could say on the sub- 
ject deserved the name of a defence), was, that he had inquired inLo 
the accounts and proceedings of Mr. Trotter, and was satisfied with 
their regularity ; but no, he knew nothing, he had examined into no- < 
thing. The sums with which Mr. Trotter speculated in the Funds 
were enormous, even by his own book, which of course would not con- ' 
tain a tenth part of them. Mr. Mark Sprolt, who, by- the- bye, ought 
to have been compelled to answer all the questions of the commis- 
sioners, purchased for him in one day above 300,0001. Another bro- 
ker transferred above 35,600k Was this for the sake of security ? — • 
Lord Melville acknowledges in his evidence, that he knew all this ; and 
yet when Mr. Trotter denied having made any use of the public money, 
he never came forward, as he ought to have done, and exposed the 
falsehood of his paymaster;. a falsehood, indeed, that might have re- 
mained undetected to this day, but for the praiseworthy -vigilance of 
the Commissioners of Naval Inquiry. If there 'were any who yet . 
doubted that the treasurer and paymaster shared \n the spoil of tbe 
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jtMWiC I16 ttould proceed to advance still more convincing proofs 0 p 
their collusion. Iti the first place, ‘the large sums of rm nry pat 1 to 
the account of Mr. Duntlas, nnrl winch it ponld be diflJeyi| » » e\t Jmtfj 
tu am oilier manner, and then th it ci rt on cotrif lean n wlkh t emed> 
to pcriadc the whole of the Circulation ' r hey ««rc all lockvt tins* 
was a mo«t $it«pio ona circumstance, and wdiciif'* very stroiglv that i 
nn undent mdmg cxi«ted between thun to which \fr f re tier w is fre-v 
qurntl) indebted for 'eerrt ihtelhguiu, Not to uut turn ag«i 4 lte 
private agrnev of Mr Trotter, or the destruction of Loid Melville's' 
jnpers, it must he ittollccted, that m the course of a few acus up-f 
wards of one hundred and six thousand pourds had hemp •*! mtoi 
Coutts'fi, in the names of the Right Hon lit tirv Dun ’as, 1I» nn Pi t 
das, and Mr Dint&a) ' now, idielltcr tbc«e were '*11 or ai ri t* f same 
pmoti, did not stem \ cry doubtful. Allowing, ihertf it* tbit i’-c* 
vliolc finlOtint of I 6nl Mthilk’b eihm for that t pacc.<f Mine 5s id 
been paid into Coutts* 4 , it would hate homo but a sma’l proportion! 
lo su< h ft sum as bn*» liu idred and *ix thousand pounds. Mr. Trotter' 
was thd moit improper person that Lotd M« Iwlle could hatd seWretl' 
nr the whole kingdom for Ins ag"»t W hot * make his p jrnmur J is 1 
pm itt. agent 1 r«ce»\e sutiis of money from th it agent in advance and * 
then tell the commissioners that he real!) did not Know vhethcr «uch 
ndvahet was from the public or from a private fund I ct us inquire a 
little Into the history of this Mr. Trotter. When Lord Melulle first 
became' 1 treasurer of ibenai). be was a clerk in the Bay Office, he 
was a man of toleralj’y good connexions but by no means rich — I t>rd 1 
Melville makes linn his paymaster, and soon alter (knowing his po> 
v< rt)) borrows considerable sums of money from him H h), he must 
know that it was the public money from which the*c ad uncos were 
made Mr Trotter had nb other monc) to lend \\ hen Mr Trotter 
is tvdvcd whether or not he ever derived any advantage from the u«e of 
the public monc), he replies, “ I won’t tell jou” Vint was Mr 
Tierney s answer to a sum fir question ? — “No" Mr Bathurst si - 
“No' Lord Harrow by ’s ?- No” But when it came to lord 

M tli ilk, the same retort churlish is used, “ 1 won't tell vou *• 

Mr. V il*on too was cqtially taciturn, but he oujit to have been com* 
pelled to •'peak. He had i*o doubt been influenced 'to silerce by the 
threats aud promises of his superiors V hen Lord Veil die gives 1 n$ 
evidence to the commissioners, one should have thought that he would 
have comt- fortified by the destruction of Ins papers, fortified by a pre- 
vious knowledge of the questions that id all probability would be f>ut 
to him. But when he is requested to cccduut for the deficiencies, with 
i , the 



•the cause of. which the treasurer of the navy ought certainly to be well 
acquainted, lie gives a long equivocal answer, and refers them to Mr. 
■Trotter for information on the subject. But didMr. Trotter afford this 
information r — O, no ! -When lie came to Lord Melvilld’s affair's, he 
slopped short at once, and wisely held his tongue. Could there be a 
stronger proof than this of - their participation in guilt And yet Lord 
Melville pretends' that it was only in .Tune last that he became’acquaint- 
ed with the way in which Mr. Trotter used the public money. Lord 
Melville was by no means remarkable for the weakness of liis memory, 
perhaps rather the reverse : but when asked, if he had derived any 
advantage from the public money, he replies, “ not. to the best of my 
recollection.” ' The honourable gentleman alluded to the case of Mr. 
Jellicoe, and contended, that it was an additional proof of Lord Mel- 
ville's sharing in the spoil of the public, as he had forborne to press 
the payment of Mr. Jcllicoe's balance, apprehensive, no doubt, of 
making him an enemy. These suspicions were much confirmed by 
Lord Melville's last letter to the commissioners, an extraordinary pro- 
duction, and produced at an extraordinary period, four months after 
the delivery of his first statement, and on the eve of the. present dis- 
cussion. In the outset of this letter lie thinks it necessary to re-state 
the grounds of his former answers, with which the commissioners were 
sufficiently acquainted. Me proceeds, and again complains of his want 
of recollection. He then asserts, thgt he never, “ knowingly,” de- 
rived any advantage from the public money, either directly or indi- 
rectly, through the medium of Mr. Trotter; that is, he borrowed 
money from a man, who, when he first knew him, was worth nothing, 
and whose last dividend exceeded eleven thousand pounds, and yet 
did not “.know” that such loans must 'have come out of the public 
purse. The destruction of Lord Melville’s private papers was u most 
suspicious circumstance, especially' when-corroborated by that of Mr." 
Trotter’s ledger, in which the accounts of all bis employers and con- 
ziexions must have shared the.same fate. But when to these were add- 
ed theloss-of Mr. Jellicoe’s writings, it was impossible not to feel com-; 
plete conviction of Lord Melville's guilt. Having dwelt for some 
time on this 'topic, the honourable gentlemau .proceeded to comnient 
on his lordship’s letter,' and .contended that it left ’him precisely -in the. 
same situation’ in which he; was placed by the Teport. There were, 
many points which he ha'd left untouched, from an apprehension of ex-, 
hausting the patience of-the house.. If, by the manner in which lie, 
had conducted himself on this occasion, he had departed from that 
moderation with which he proposed to regulate himself, it was matter 
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* ^ amcerc "S 1,1 * to him. tiut lie b-ustcd the house tvould act in a mat), 
fcrr consistent with its digmts in disposing of this qocMu n Not only 
the character of parhoranat, but of every individual member of the 
houfo -was concrriud It was due to thecodntrv to prove, that no 
man in power, no person Ingh ;n office, or j laced In u situation of 
trust or respons bifity , could with «mj unity \ lolutc the law, or prove 
unfaithful to tlitir duly He had no wi>-h to wound the feelings of 
any gentfenmi, bat I e was confident he should obtain the support of 
every member in the house, except-the relatives oj the noble lord, who 
could not be expected to vote for his propositions. He coul 1 not con* 
enve it possible for any other desenpuon of persons to oppo'e them. 
The country gentlemen, ever distinguished ginrduns of the public 
money could not lend their n«si«tancc to C 1 liter from the vengeance 
of the house, any persons guiltv of great malversation in the manage- 
incut of the public money Neither would those honourable and dis- 
tinguished officers of the army and navy, who were members of that 
houvp, give any encouragemcn* to transactions incons stent with the 
isoble sentiment of honour with which they were animated They 
would be the firt to uigmatre a flagrant violation of the Jaw He 
called upon the house to reco’lect, before th*y «bouJd come lo the 
■vote, tbe circumstances under which die offences he charged had been 
committed. He called upon them to comempLte the magnitude of 
the taxation with which tie country was burthenM he wished the 
house to consider the 'itu-tion n which the country now stood, Trons 
vuimis circurast3rce$ of peculiar hardship, lay, the grievances that 
had already occur-ed, tliC mom opuhut were obliged to part with their 
superfluities m order to contribute to the support of the indigent and 
the poor, nnd to carry on tbe wai in whicli we were engaged Every 
cb^v of the community was -tru^ghug lib** means of the poor la- 
bourer -were extorted , for at every meal he took he suffered from that 
most grievous sys em of taxation which now exited, every object 
being taxed which could afford a single farthing We had been told 
that s jeh evictions were nbso'uu-ly necessary for tb* present circum*- 
Stances of the country, Lut wbat situation were we to be placed in, > 
could we not prove that a proper use had been made of the tnotwy 
collected? It was atone bv the punishment of such tfchnquenft that 
the Hou«e could prove to the public that they attended m every parti- 
cular to their interests The honourable member concluded with rcao* 
jog his resolutions, in substance as follow I 


J/ That 
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1. “Thai the House of Commons, in the year 17S2, came to cer- 
tain regulations respecting the Treasurer of the Navy, prohibiting him 
from keeping any balances of public monies in his hands, and fix- 
ing a permanent and increased salary in lieu of fees and emoluments. 
Likewise prohibiting any Paymaster or Treasurer of the Navv from 
making use of the public money, or directly, or indirectly applying 
the same to his own personal advantage or private emolument: and 

* further, that the House was of opinion, that the Naval Commis- 
sioners had acted with honor to themselves, with benefit to the com- 
munity, and in a way calculated to ensure the prosperity of the king- 
dom. 

2. “ That in the month of June 1782, the salary of the Treasurer 
of the Navy was increased to 4000], per annum. 

3. “ That the resolutions above recited were strictly complied with 
b}’ Mr. Bane, who, it appeared, had uni domed any emolument or 
advantage from the public money ; neither had Mr. Douglas, tiieSuh- 
accouniaut. 

4. “That on the 1.9th of August 17S2, Mr. Henry Dundas suc- 
ceeded to the office of Treasurer of the Navy, with a fresh increase, of 
salaty. 

5. “ That he continued in office till 17S3, and that on being asked 
by the Naval Commissioners, Whether during that time lie had made 
use of the public mone 3 ’ for purposes of private emolument? he had 
declined to answer the question, but in a letter subsequently written 
he had stated, that lie did not derive any peisonal advantage from the 
public mone}’. 

6. “ Tliat Lord Bayning held the office after that period, and did 
not apply the public mono) 7 to private advantage. 

7. “ That on the 5th Januar}’, 1 7 S-l , Mr. Henry Dundas again came 
into the office of Treasurer of the Navy. 

3. “ That in 17S5, an Act passed, i emulating the sums of mottpy 
•placed at the disposal of the Treasurer of the Navy, that the same be 
lodged in the Bank of England, See. 

9- “ That the execution of the said act (the act of !7S5, for belter . 
regulating the office of Treasurer of the Navy,) was postponed till fho 
month of January, 1786, and that from tliat lime till the month of 
June 1 300, when Lord Melville left the office of Treasurer, contrary to 
the practice established in the treasurership of the Bight Honorable 
Isaac Barre, contrary to the resolutions of the House of Commons of 
the i 8th of June, 1782, and in defiance of the above-menl'^"' act 
of the 25th George III, chap. 31, large sums -of money 

d 
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pretence of naval services, and m scandalous evasion of the act, at 
various times drawn from the Bank, and invested m VxcheQuer and 
Bills, lent upon tlic security of stock, employed in discounting 
private bills, in purchasing Bank and Last India stock, and used iq, 
various ways for the purpo'cs of private emolument 

10 ** That Alexander Trotter, Csq the Paymaster of the Navy, 
was the person by whom, and in whose name the public money was 
thus employed , and that m so doing he acted with the knowledge and 
consent of Lord X iscount Melville, to whom he was at the same time 
pnv ate agent, and for whose use or benefit lie occasionally laid out 
irotn 10 to "0,0001 without considering whether lie was previously m 
advance to Ins lordship, and whether such advances were made from 
his public or private balances 

11. “That the Right Honorable Lord Vi'count Melville having 
been pnvj to, and connived at the withdrawing from the Bank 6f Eng- 
land, for purposes of private interest o*- emolument, sums issued to 
lnm as trea c urcr of the navy, and placed to his account m the Bank, 
according to the provision* of the- 25th George III chap 31, has 
been guilty of a gro*s violation of the law, and a high breach of 
duty. 

12 “ That it further appears, that subsequent to the appointment 
of Lord Melville as Treasurer of the Navy, in 1784, and during the 
time he held that office, large sums of money issued for the service of 
the navy were applied to other services , and that the said Lord Mel- 
ville, in a letter written in answer to a precept issued by the commis- 
sioners of naval inquiry, requiting an account of money received by 
him, or any person on bis account, or by his order, from the Pay- 
master of the htavy , and al«o of the time when, and the persons by 
whom the same wen. returned to the Bank, or Paymaster has de- 
clared that he has no matenals by which he could make up such an 
account and that if he had materials, he could not do it without 
disclosing delicate and confidential transactions of gov eminent, which 
his duty to the public mud have restrained him from revealing 

13 “ That Lord Melville, in applying monies issued for the service 
of the navy to other services, stated to have been of so delicate and 
confidential *t nature, that in bis opinion no account can, or ought to 
be given of them, has acted in a manner inconsistent with his duty, 
and incompatible with tho«e securities which the legislature has pro- 
vided for the proper application of the public money " 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer employed every argument which his 
powerful eloquence could enforce to defend Lord Melville, and then 
, Q concluded 
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Concluded as follows: — For his own part, he was desirous that the 
House should look at the whole of the case in all its circumstances 
and bearings, and then do, without delay, whatever the interest of 
the public, a just sense of their own duty, and the nature of the case 
may require. For this purpose, he thought the best course to pursue 
would be to refer the report to a select committee, inasmuch as 
there were many points contained in it which required further 
explanation. The honorable member had dwelt with much ear- 
nestness on the application of certain sums for the accommodation 
of other branches of the public service ; but in his own view of the 
question, the house was not in a situation to decide upon that trans- 
action. Did the honorable gentleman mean to say, that in judging of 
this transaction, the House was not to take into its consideration the 
excuses, the motives, the circumstances, and the necessity of the 
transaction ? Was the House, knowing only the hare fact, that the 
application of the money in such a manner was a violation of the law, 
to decide upon its merits without taking into consideratiortuwhether any 
loss had arisen from it, whether the motives were justifiable, wanton, 
or necessary ; whether the circumstances were such as to warrant a 
departure from the letter of the law ; and what the magnitude of the 
transaction ? It would not be necessary for him to argue the propriety 
of permitting shell a latitude with Englishmen, or with persons of li- 
beral and enlightened minds ; for he was confident that all such would 
agree with him, that cases might occur when the circumstances under 
which such a transaction might take place, would make it meritorious 
in the public officer to incur the heavy responsibility- This he stated, 
with a view to the stress that had been laid on the application of 

• a particular sum to a different service from that for which it had 
been voted. There was ah allegation in the report on this head, and 
the honorable gentleman had stated a particular sum as having been 
advanced in this way, and afterwaids repaid by his honourable friend 
(Mr.Loug). He had himself been a party to that transaction, and he 
should -be ashamed to address tlie House on the subject, if he could 
not explain the rriatter, as related to the share he had had in, the bu- 
siness, to their entire satisfaction ; so that however illegal the appli- 
cation might have been in the first instance, and he was ready to take 
that for granted, it would appear to have arisen from considerations 
of public interest, and to have been transferred from the service for 
which it had been voted only for a time, and, without any other incon- 
venience pr loss, replaced afterwards. It was impossible to disclose 

* the circumstances under which it had been applied'; but if the Douse 

d 2 would 
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would consent to appoint the committee, he should produce the most 
convincing statement**, so Tar at least as lie was concerned. 1 he whole 
sum particularized amounted to 100,000} out of winch two different 
sums of 40,0001 each had been drawn with Ins privity, under circum- 
stances which he could full} justify to the^ house, and as these sums 
made the much greater part of the whole sum specified, there was 
every reason to think that the whole had been applied in a manner 
equally justifiable. The noble lord had, at that tune, other high offi- 
cial situations, and .might have had occasion and could, without his 
privity, have applied sums occasionally to a different service from that 
for which they had been voted, with a view to the public interest, 
and though he was not in po» ession of the circumstances, lie had no 
doubt thdt the noble lord could satisfactorily account for the transac- 
tion. As to the other part of the honourable gentleman's charge, that 
Lord Melville had connived at the paymaster of the navj keeping the 
public money in his hands, and applying it to purposes of private pro- 
fit, he confessed that this appeared to him a fit object of attention, 
when they should come to consider the question in the whole of its 
bearings. lie was prepared to admit, that the conniving at such con- 
duct m a paymaster of the navy was not justifiable, but thought, 
nevertheless, that much would depend on the circumstances, the ex- 
tent, and the danger that had been incurred He mAi tamed that the 
commissioners had not stated, that the issue had been greater than thfe 
service required , and he masted, that from their report it was evident 
that they believed that to be the case 1 1 was also agreed to by tnem, that 
the public monc> had not been applied so as not to be ready to satisfy any 
demand or sudden emergency , and tliej had not even insinuated that 
any effect had beenprodi ced m the increase of e Spence, or the aggrava- 
tion or augmentation of additional burthens, nor had they attempted to 
charge, that any demand of any individual had been a single moment re- 
tarded As to this application of the money to private purposes of profit, 
it did not appear that Lord Melville bad been aware of it , the hon. 
gentleman, however, had dwelt much on this circumstance, founding 
his observations on the intricate accounts of the commissioners, by 
which, it appeared that he had not considered the matter in detail. 
The commissioners had stated, that various sums had come into the 
bank of Messrs Coutts, which had not been procured by draft on the 
bank, and they had supposed that these consisted of sums for the ser- 
vices in transitu , applied m this way One million had been particu- 
larly specified But that million had been brought directly irom the 
bank to the house of Messrs. Coutts, by one of the forms of dr *ft pre- 
scribed 
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scribed by the statute, and the whole of it had been issued thence in 
the course of ,a few days, to take up navy bills then due. So that 
this was one instance of an error, on which they had rested much, and 
which being capable of being thus satisfactorily explained, proved the 
necessity of further investigation. The bums that had been vested at 
Messrs. Coutts bad been neither lodged there for the benefit of the 
treasurer of the navy or of the navy paymaster, but in the course of 
office ; and this was another error of the report, for the same practice 
prevails at present of drawing in gross from the multiplicity of paying 
all the small sums by drawing in detail. The act of .parliament di- 
rected no such drafts for small sums, but for sufficient sums 16 enable 
the paymaster from day (o day to issue the necessary sums to the sub- 
accountants, so that the balances in hand appeared not to contravene 
the law, but to be in direct conformity with it, and necessary for the 
management of the business of the office. The question, therefore, 
was, Whether more had been issued than was necessaty, whether an 
expence to the public had been the consequence, or an increase of is- 
sue ? The house was aware that no money was issued to the treasurer 
of the navy, but ou memorial from the different boards, and that con- 
sequently the treasurer would have no power of increasing the issues 
to him. (The right honourable gentleman here described the opera- 
tion by which the treasurer of the navy drew money from the bank, 
and proved thence that it is not in his power on any occasion, or under 
any circumstances, to draw for more than the occasion of the different 
boards require). In the next place, the commissioners had divided 
the time during which Lord Melville had been in office into .two pc- 
. riods, in making the average; instead of making 'the average for the 
whole of the time of his being in office. The first period they calculate 
up to 1796 i the next to 1300 ; so that they had not given the average 
on the whole, nor distinctly in the separate periods. They calculated 
the balances on the first period at 45 average, and the last at 33, but 
they had taken the amount of the gioss balances without deducting 
the assignments. When the commissioners had stated ten day as the 
number that ought to be in advance in the paymaster’s hands, they 
calculated it exclusive of the out-posts ; and if the money at the out- 
posts were to Be deducted, the balances would be in the first or the 
most favourable period, an average of seventeen days, and in the lat- 
ter period an average of eight days; and on the whole period the ave- 
rage was but fourteen or fifteen, five only more than the commissioners 
had thought necessary, and Ueaily the same number that the clerk 
had stated in his examination. Now if it should turn out that this 
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statement wus correct, hq.could not admit a doubt that it would b» 
sufhcicnt to determine tbe bouse and tbe public to examine more mr- 
rowly and minutely into the matter and allegations of tbe reports be- 
fore the} would ground upon it either censure or disapprobation There 
were four different errors in this single statement, and these proved 
unanswerably the ncccssit} of a fuller wv estigalion I his could not 
be prosecuted m the whole house, nor with the- speaker in the chair, 
it could only be followed up with effect in a select committee If the 
investigation should be proceeded with, he was com meed that many 
sums stated to ha\e been paid in the name of Lord Melville would ap- 
pear to have been applied to Official purposes how far that was the 
case it was rot for him to anticipate then, before the inquiry should 
be instituted The house would determine for itself when tbe investi- 
gation should take place Before they could judge whether anj sums 
of public money had been «o advanced, the} should see the credit ac- 
count of Lord Melville, they should also see the different sjnt- paid 
in by Mr Trotter, for Lord Melville, on account of his salar} as trea- 
surer of the navy, as also an account of Ins unappropriated «alary as 
keeper of the signet tn Scotland, and for dividends in the fund« Mould 
gentlemen under these circumstances give wa} tosurmires? Mould 
they think strange that Lord Melville, knowing that he had no con- 
tract with Mr Trotter, no participation with, and knowing also the 
unfortunate way in which Mr Trotter kept his accounts, had declined 
answering untU he had areer tamed the state of there accounts And 
if it should appear even that a few thousands had bcenjby inadver- 
tence so advanced, could an} gentleman suppose that that would have 
been any object to a noble lord in o high and distinguished office of 
trust and honour? He would not think it possible for a liberal and 
enlightened mind, for even common sense to entertain such an opi- 
nion If «o, then he contended, that the materials before the house 
were insufficient to form a final judgment, and that a further investi- 
gation was absolutely necessan , and that such investigation could not 
b p conducted in llic house, but m a select committee, which could be 
managed without much delay M ith these sentiments, he felt it un- 
necessary and improper to say more on the subject lie should there- 
fore move, as an amendment, that ** the lenth Report be referred to 
a select committee,*' &.c 

Sir Fox suggested tbe propriety of moving tbe previous question, 
father than amendment, m order that the previous rcsolutons 
might be eutered on thejounihls 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer had no objection to the course pro- 
posed, 
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posed, as he should thereby obtain the substantial object of liis mo- 
tion: and understanding, however, that if the previous question 
should be agreed to, he should afterwards move for the appointment of 
a select committee; he then then moved the previous question. On 
the question being put, 

Lord Hairy Petty, at the same time that he acknowledged it was 
impossible for him to follow the right honourable gentleman through 
the vast range he had taken in his view of the subject under discussion, 
was anxious to state the ground on which he supported the original 
motion. lie had never felt greater surprise than when he heard the 
right honorable gentleman alledge that his honorable friend (Mr. Whit- 
bread) had travelled out of the record of the facts in the statement 
which he had laid before the House. This must be matter of sur- 
prize to the House also, when the whole of his honorable friend £ 
charges, except the concluding ones, were merely matter of fact, and 
nothing but matter of fact. In truth, the whole of what had fallen from 
hiS honorable friend, was either matter of fact, or plain and immediate 
deduction from fact.* The right honorable gentleman urged, with a view 
to induce the House to agree to the appointment of a select committee 
to enquire into this subject, that the attempt was made to influence the 
passions of the House, and that the subject involved a great deal of 
complicated details of figures. In considering this latter point it was 
necessary the House should recollect, that any confusion that existed i» 
this way, arose from the irregular manner in which Lord Melville and 
his Paymaster, kept their accounts. It was obvious, however, from 
the plain matter of fact, that there bad been a violation of the act 
. of parliament. The right honorable gentleman opposite was liable to 
a charge of having omitted facts in his statement. He had omitted the 
very material* fact that Lord Melville bad allowed he had violated 
the act of parliament, by permitting his Paymaster to withdraw large 
sums from the Bank of Englaud before they were actually wanted, and to 
keep them at his private banker’s. One part of the ground for proposing 
a select committee was, that] part of the money voted for navy ser- 
vices had been applied to other public services; and the other 
ground was, the existence of complicated details of figures. Was this 
direct violation of the law included in either of these descriptions ? 
-He had no objection to a select committee in the proper time. On. 
the contrary, he should be disposed to support the appointment of suck' 
a committee, when the motion of his honorable friqnd should be 
agreed to, and. the House should have come to a determination on the 
plain and obvious fact. T^en a committee would be proper to con- 
sider 
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«jflcr of tlit cxprthency, and the mein- of pushing the enquiry fur- 
tlicr, and he should be happy to contribute his small sliare to the in- 
stitution of a committee for so laudable an object But first let the 
House consider what was before it, and Jet it consider that u hat Lord 
Melville admitted in one place, lie could not deny in another , that 
lie could not deny before a committee of the House what he had 
avowed before the commisssioners of, inquiry , and let gentlemen then 
a^h themselv cs what necessity there was for delay, 3 he I louse could 
at once pronounce on the breach of the act of parliament, and then 
it might examine more minutely m a committee the circumstances of 
the transaction, and the precise amount of the criminality The ri lit 
honorable gentleman argued that the public sustained no loss by these 
transactions, at the same time that he allowed this did not excuse the 
delinquency, though it extenuated the crence He did not think it 
was any extenuation He thought there was not only n«k to the 
public, but positive loss lie distinguished between public loss and 
precise Joss , for thougfi the precise amount could not be ascertained, 
the fact that there was a loss was beyond all question The right ho- 
norable gentleman bad gone into great detail to shew that the Pay- 
master did not draw the money from the Exchequer before it was 
wanted But m this statement the right honorable gentleman had re- 
duced himself to the following dilemma — lie stated that the money 
was hot removed from the Lxchequcr before it was wanted for naval 
services, at the came time that he allowed large sums were given in 
accommodation from the navy to other branches of the public «ervtce 
IIovy was it possible this accommodation could be given, unless larger 
sums were kept in the Paymasters hands than were wanted m 
navy services, except indeed the navy service was distressed and de 
frauded to allow the advance ? If the money were once allowed to be 
drawn, it might be allowed to pm ate as well as to public purposes, and 
if the door were once opened, it was impossible to set limits to tic 
abuse it may let in The speculations of Mr Trotter lnd not failed, 
but that was no excuse for putting the public money to so unwarrant 
able a risk The success may besides be accounted for m another 
manner, by means of the connection or combination that existed be- 
tween the three individuals concerned Air Mark Sprbtt touched the 
funds, md Lord Melville the secret 5 of state, and Air Trdtter touched 
botb the*e persons Millions were thus managed in that nice and de 
licate machine of the public funds , though, at that time, combina- 
tions of another nature were much talked of, no Jacobin conspiracy 
that did exist, or could have existed, was c&lculated to do more than 
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this conspiracy between these three persons. The noble lord had re* 
presented, -that when the committee of 1788, in prosecuting its in- 
quiries as to the administration of the public offices, came to that of the 
treasurer of the navy, Lord Melville being called upon by the com- 
mittee, respresented the regulations for bringing up the arrear in that 
office, and preventing any future arrear, weie in full effect. This 
statement was opposite to the fact ; for at this very time the account- 
ant's branch, which had been instituted with a view to this object,, 
haviug come up to that period when it was to take cognizance of Lord 
Melville’s own administration, stopped suddenly short, and its labors 
were no more heard of. The account of Lord Melville’s first trea-_ 
surer'ship was not made out till last year, and the remaining part of 
the account at the time the noble lord was ih office, was still unpre- 
pared. The reason given for this v.as, that the clerks employed in 
this duty being borrowed from another department, and being with- 
drawn, the business could not proceed. It' was evident from what 
Lord Melville had stated to the committee, that the benefits of the acts 
then lately made were carried into full effect. This was, however, 
very remote from the fact. The act of parliament went to provide, 
that the public money was to be kept in the Bank, and that no public 
office was to be made a public treasury ; and yet Lord Melville had, 
to all intents and purposes, made his office a public treasury. He dwelt 
on the systematic deviation from the law that had so many years pre- 
vailed in that office, and asked, whether this was a case from which 
the House would turn away, referring the matter to a select com- 
mittee without coming to a vote? As to whether the prominent act 
was right or wrong, or whether the noble lord was fit 3till to hold a 
high and confidential-situation in thegoyernment, there was no differ- 
ence between the situation in' which tbemoble lord stood with respect 
to the House and country, and that in which any man may with liis 
private agCntJ The house ought to : cohsidei: for a •moment what was 
the nature of this illegal combination between -three persons, one of 
whom was touching the funds, and the other two the secrets of state.' 
<1 here was -Mr, Mark Sprott, who ‘enjoyed the confidence - of Mr. i 
1 rotter; Mr.' Trotter, who enjoyed the ‘ confi’dende of Lord Mel-, 
ville; and Lord Melville, who enjoyed; too long enjoyed, the 
confidence of the public.' These enormous sums' 'were therefore - car- 
ried to the’ stocks, ‘and there employed in a piivate'point of view for in- 
dividual erholuments and in’a public point of view they were used to 
keep up the national credit. ’ Frorfrsuch a combination what danger- 
ous consequences were likely to 'result! At the period when these' 
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combination* existed, (here were also « others existing of a different 
nature. There were combinations existing in this country, denomi- 
nated Jacobinical : but he believed that never was there one of a more * 
dangerous, insidious, and mischievous nature, than the one which 
was now discussing. There appeared to have been a systematic de- 
ception on the part of the conspirators. His lordship then read ex- 
tracts from some letters by Lord Melville, to shew his inconsistency. 
The .principal intention of the resolutions passed in I78ff, was to re- 
gulate the disposal of the public money, and to prevent public offices 
from becoming public treasuries. Lord Melville mast have known' 
that these regulations were by him regularly and systematically vio- 
lated for, ten years preceding. If such a statement were true, why 
shbuld the house not comb to a resolution, declaring such persons unfit 
for any office of trust i He confessed he saw no reason why they should 
act otherwise than any private individual would do to his agent, who 
had been guilty of such gross malversation. Were Mr. Sproll to omit^ 
paying 10 or 12,0001. to Mr. Trotter; or, in other words, to appro-" 
priatc that sum to himself, by taking the use of it for his own emolu- > 
ment, would not Mr. Trotter immediately discontinue him as his 
agent? Mr. Mark Sprott might then say, I never meant to obtain an/ 
profit from that sum, it was only retained on account of the intricate 
manner 'in which we kept our accounts. What broker in London' 
would be allowed to keep bis accounts in that ( $Ute, that lie could not 
ascertain whether he had a balance in bis hands or not i The people 
^ of England, who pay these public servants most liberally, and in no 
instance more so than in the present one, have shrely as good a right 
to expect that they be as justly and regularly served as any broker on 
the Stock Exchange can serve his employer. If, from any part of * 
Lord Melville’s deposition— if from any part of that extraordinary' 
letter, written several months after bis lordship’s examination (ene- » 
mi os only of the legality of Lord Melville), he could entertain any 
doubt as to the possibility of his being able to disprove his statement, - 
’he would vbte fora select committee. But how was it possible p 
hive a ay opinion in the smallest degree? favorable to his lordship from ^ 
such 'a statement ? What had the right fiunorable gentleman said to 
do away the .criminality ? Acting as Vis lordship had done, in violation ’ 
of an act of parliament, he (Lord Melville) ^ bad put himself tn that 
Situation, that n . * . ‘ . * * * . *’ “ I 

hmi innocent. ■» 1 . '* 

h»s remembrance the celebrated oration of Cicero against » u s 
-jhiuli that orator breaking off from hts argument, proving the guilt 

of-* 
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Piso, says— “ But who 5s more condemned, or more guilty, t^an 
you are, who dare not write, nor say, tliat you are innocent?'' 

« Quis tc iniscrior qui ncquis scribcrc rcmpublicniq bcnc gestatp, qui prcsqns n£'' 
que diccrc ausus cs ?” . , .... 

i 

If the , noble lord, on the passing of his act for restraining this very 
evil, had been told that not a year would pass when that act would be 
violated ; when it would be violated by a treasurer of the navy, and 
. that that treasurer of the navy would bb himself, what would he have 
said? But if the prophecy had been carried further, and it had been 
said, that not only would the violation be made by a treasurer of the 
navy, but that after that violation had been for fourteen years unnO* 
.ticed till discovered by a commission of. inquiry,- and when at length 
the detection of it lay recorded - o» the table of the House, the House 
would be so culpable -that it would be glad of getting ridlof it by any 
means rather than pronounce upon it as it ought. He had too .good 
•an opinion of those of whom the House was composed, to think this 
business would be so passed over. It would indeed be fortunate if 
abuses were never detected, rather than that it should appear that 
when ministers violated the most express and immediate laws for pre- 
venting abuses in their departments ; that when the diligence Of this 
commissioners had brought forward this delinquency, parliament 
should come in between law and its violator, and screen the delinquent 
from justice. - This was the worst precedent that could be established 
in any country. A prompt declaration should be made on this sub- 
ject. He therefore voted, in the first instance, for the motion of his 
honourable friend, with the intention, that after the primary resolution 
should be agreed to, inquiry should be instituted, and vigorously 
pursued. . . . .... ' 

.The Attorney General said, if it were a necessary alternative that the 
supposed delinquency should be punished now, or that it should escape 
altogether, the propriety of coming to some resolution,-, at the preseilt 
moment, may be more reasonably insisted upon. lie doubted whether 
the noble lord would, on reflection, think it right to proceed to judg- 
ment, without the fullest investigation of the facts. It was agreed on 
all hands, that inquiry should take place. The noble lord wished a se- 
parate decision on one point. Was any point so insulated, as not to be 
still connected, with the whole? While there were such . important 
grounds of inquiry,.. the house should not be. called upon to pronounce , 
judgment when conviction was so, remote, at the same time that further 
inquiry could have no ill effect. ’ ‘ . i 

e 2 Mr. 



Nr.' Tierney complimented'’ his noble -friend. It was a malter.of 
pride to any man to be allowed to call himself the friend of such rising 
talents and eloquence. He agreed with him, that nothing was more 
rit than to appoint a committee after the first point should be agreed 
upon ; a committee in which all that related to accounts and calcula- 
tions may be sifted and made clear, t The transfer df money from one 
service to another was also mdlter for a committee, hut what was to be 
donh with the remainder of the tenth report f l Did Xonl Melville ask 
for any further delay, saying he had evidence sufficient for his acquit- 
tal i Did Mr. Trotter say any thing to that effect ? But the people of . 
England looked to this night for the opinion of their representativeson 
this important case. 1 ‘He would ask the tight honourable gentleman 
bm tiong it »as stace the expedient of a reference to a commit tee oc- 
curred* to him? The right honourable gentleman bad expressed his 
anxiety to have the letter of the noble lord before the House previ- 
pusly to their 1 coming to any determination, as that letter, he had stat- 
ed, would throw very considerable light on the subject;' and mow his 
anxiety was to have a committee anpointed for investigating the sub- 
ject. But the question, be contended, was by no means complicated. 
^There was not'a single gentleman present, he apprehended, who could 
from his heart avow, it as his opinion, that any proof could be brought 
to show that money bad not been diverted from the public service, and 
removed from the Bank in opposition to the most express and positive 
declaration of parliament,, - What occasion then was there for an in- 
quiry ? Would Mr. Sprott, who was silent when examined upon oath, 
speak more plainly when not upon oath, before a committee of. the 
House? or ought {hey to give more credit to hj$ evidence in the one 
case than in the other ? No evidence which they could take from the 
parties not on oath, could invalidate that which had bePn taken before * 
the commissioners op oath. . For what purpose besides should parlia- ? 
ment appoint commissioners for this express purpose, if their conclu- 
sions were not to be relied on without repeating the inquiry. « They 
had been employed six weeks in this investigation, and had heard all 
that Ford Melville had to say in bis defence, before 4hey published * 
their report; apd what was curious, 'not one of his Jopdsbip’e friends 
bad, yet dared to say that he was inqoccnt. -All they, pleaded for, was * 
time. But the examination of the accounts could afford no ground for 
this plea, for this examination might be necessity only to determine 
the sums to be refunded, but not at all for criminating the parties. In 
regard to the transfer of money from the Bank -of England, the noble 
lord did not deny his knowledge of this practice, nor was it at all na- 
,..‘ v * ’ > tural 
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tural to-believe that be would have allowed -it for a period of twelve 
years, without participating in the profits; and.it would have been 
Jtnore generous in his lordship, he thought, instead of evading the 
(question to the prejudice of Mr. Trotter, to have at once frankly avow- 
ed that the practice had been continued by his authority, as well as 
with his knowledge. The right honourable gentleman concluded by 
observing, that the documents laid before the commissioners had been 
afforded by themselves, and that therefore if it could be* called cxparic 
evidence, it was because it was all . on the side of the accused. He 
commended the conduct of the commissioners, and was proud to have 
been one of an administration that had virtue enough to appoint them. 
The question put to them by the motion of the right honourable gen- 
tleman, in short was, Whether they should have confidence in those 
who had detected, of those who had profited by the frauds that were 
the object of the inquiry ? 

Mr. Canning wished to offer some reasons that induced him to se- 
cond the motion of his right honourable friend. 

Mr. George Ponsonby was decidedly in favour of Mr. Whitbread’*.- 
resolutions. He observed, that it was a monstrous proposition to 
maintain there had been no criminality, because there was no loss.— 
The right honourable gentleman opposite to him had acknowledged, ' 
that suras of money had been taken contrary to law, and applied to 
a particular purpose. Why was not that circumstance mentioned at 
the time in the House of Commons, and a bill of indemnity applied, 
for? It was said, that attempts had been made to inflame the public 
mind against Lord Melville, by the circulation of libellous hand-bills.- 
Then it was the business of the attorney-general to prosecute the au- 
thors of them; but.it was no reason that the House should stop short 
in its present inquiry, because there were libellers in the country who 
circulated offensive hand-bills* ' He insisted that Lord Melville and, 
Mr.’Trotter ought not to be: suffered- to walk quietly about the streets, 
without au account being taken of their property, in order that they 
might be compelled to refund what they. had taken from the public;, 

• and -bills ought to be brought into parliament, to disable them from 
disposing of their property while the present question was. agitated.— 
There never- was a period in the history, of the* country in which the 
character of the House of Commons was so involved as the present." 
He hoped that those members of the House who represented the same* 
part of the kingdom with himself, would consider the peculiar situation 
they were how placed in — that they would now give the people of) Eng-* 
land a prOof-of their-spjrit and independence, by voting for the motion 
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A at night, and, in so doing, they would removfe' the* tnifavenVable ini* 
prrssion xvhich the en$x surrender of their otfn pa riiamrat had made 
cn the public tansd He felt more thaD common anxiety on the &utw 
ject. It was generally supposed that the, ncccssiow of onfe hundred 
Irish members to that House, was giving an accession of so much 
strength to the minister, who could always command tbetr voies. He 
was grieved to think this idea bad gone abroad. And, as an Irish 
tacraber, be should be ashamed to walk ibe streets if be did not think 
that bis countrymen m that House were &s free fro m corrupt influence 
c$ any of those gentlemen who represented England. 

*' Tbe MotUr of (he Rolls dirapp rosed of the manner m which the bu- 
siness was tAken up by gentlemen on the other side j it tended to make 
the I 3 ou«e enter ujion a judinal proceeding They were eager to 
bring tbe uccu«ed persons to punishment, but he was -at a loss to see 
how the\ were to be punished before the exact nature and extent of 
tlfeir bfllnce was ascertained. i 

Air. Fax began by stating, that he should be extremely unwilling to 
suffer tins question to be put, without expressing his sentiments upon 
it* For if unhappily the vote of the House should be opposite to that 
v fcteh hi hoped and « i<hcd, be should feel very uneasy indeed, that 
hr* name should partake in the universal odium that must attach to 
any decision tending to second such notorious delinquency as the report 
on the table declared. Before be would proceed to the merits -of the 
charges under consideration, bt thought it proper to notice the argu- 
ments of tbe gentlemen upon the other side; not because he consider- 
id tfcc<e arguments possessed of any intrinsic force ; but lest, from / 
the authority of the persons from whom they proceeded, they might 
have the effect of leading the Iloo<e to a decision, which, if it should 
correspond with the tu<hes of tho«e by whom such arguments were 
u«ed, must de*troy its character with the country and with oil Europe. ' 
The fir^t gentleman with whom he would begin was the last who spoke. * 
That learned gentleman directed tbe whole of his observations to 
show that the House should go into a committee, m order to ascertain 
whether the breach of the act of parliament, not of which Lord Mel- 
■vjlle stood charged, but of which he confessed lumself guilty, pro- 
ceeded from corrupt motives If corruption consisted merely in a 
man putting money into his own pocket, according to -the vuigar con- 
ception, perhaps some of the deductions of tbe learned gentleman 
would be right. , But he would contend that nothing could be more 
corrupt, in bis opinion, than to permit a tnau’jj own agent 10 convert 
the money of others- to his own private emolument. This was the 
. amount 
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amount of Lor<3 Melville’s confession ; and although it might be pos- 
sible,' from a further examination, to prove the noble lord more guilty, 
it. did appear to him utterly impossiUle-to prove him less so. For the 
most conclusive evidence of the noble lord’s corruption, be would, 
only refer to that paragraph in the 14Qth page ol the -Report, in which 
the noble lord stated, that “ although he knew his agent 1 rotter was 
applying the public money to other purposes, than that from which it_ 
was legally intended, that he .did not prohibit him from doing so.”— 
What was that, be would ask, but complete corruption, even taking the 
case simplicitcr ? but combining it .with other circumstances, could 
any man eutertain a doubt upon the subject of his guilt? What 
greater aggravation of his delinquency in tolerating the breach of his 
own act of parliament could be imagined, than allowing his agent to 
misapply the public money, for. the. safe custody of which that act was 
intended ? But it is pretended that no loss had accrued to the public 
from this malversation ; and a very singular argument was advanced, . 
that as there was no loss there was no risk. Now (said Mr. Fox) it* 
happened in certain parts of my life, which I do not quote with a view 
to recommend my example to. others, that I was in the habits of en- 
gaging in speculations, which are commonly called gaming. If a man 
sliotild, in that'kind of .speculation, win 1 a large sum. of money. I am. 
sure that an' argument, would not thencq arise that he had made no * 
risk.- I rather think the natural inference. would be, that his risk was 
considerable. Probably, however, in this case, Lord Melville did not - 
care that Mr. Trotter should nOt Jose any money. Mr. Trotter was 
the confidential agent of Lord Melville, and Lord Melville was the. 
confidential agent of the state. • Therefore, in this sort of speculations 
in- which Trotter engaged, Lord Melville could guard against much 
risk. : If- two men play cards together, and,. a third person stands 
behind one of them and throws hints to the other, he- that receives the. 
hints is tolerably Sure of winning, , Just so in this business ; Lord Mel- 
ville knew, when the-navy bills were likely to be funded, and Mr. Trot- 
ter could act upon the information he .might receive. Will any one, 
say then, that from such acting upon, such information, no loss would, 
accrue to the public,?, . On the contrary, I iqaiutain, that the public 
would sutler a loss of 1 per ceqt. upon the discount ofsueh bills. . r ,But . 
then, observed the honourable member, the learned gentleman desired , 
the House to go into, an inquiry, in-ordpr.to obtain farther .evidence.---, 
He would appeal to the judgment of the House, Whether any; farther, 
evidence could be necessary to .enable it to come, to a decided opinion, 
vipon the breach of law, which 'the. noble, lord himself confessed ?---t 
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That opmtotilhe House was called on to declare Tile public had a 
right to demand it from them It was said, that the House ought not 
to think of acting judicially, of inflicting punishment without the ful- 
lest examination into the merits of tb* accusation, and affording the 
accused the fullest opportunity of vindicating himself, .And so far as 
the confession of Lord Melville went, he had been already tried He 
■would, however, defy those gentlemen who rested their objection so 
very much upon the question of punishment, to show that it was at all 
times in the power of that House to inflict any punishment on such de- 
linquents as Lord Melville and Trotter, But if the House should de- 
termine on prosecution in any way with a view to punishment , whe- 
ther by directing the attorney general to prosecute, whether by mov- 
ing an impeachment, or preparing a bill of pains and penalties, which 
perhaps would be a more proper mode of proceeding, be would main- 
tain that the confession of the party accused would be evidence to 
proceed upon, and that the House was now called on to act, ttsit must 
in every similar case, as a grand jury, to pronounce upon the guilt of 
the accused It was strange to hear it asserted that the accused was' 
cot guilty, because no loss accrued from this scandalous transaction/ 
To those to whom the loss of honour was nothing, perhaps it might be 
Said that no loss had arisen But what was the loss of honour to that 
government which, after such a palpable instance of delinquency/ 
should preserve its connexion with the delinquent? and what is the' 
loss of character and honour to that house, should it attempt by its 
vote to screen such a delinquent? infinitely more than any sum of 
money could possibly amount to Whatever the learned gentleman, 
to whom ho had already adverted might assert, ho could not see that 
any farther inquiry could be necessary to enable the house to decide 
that a great public officer, who allowed his servants to make illicit 
profit from tl e public money, in the teeth of an act of parliament, •was 1 * 
guilty of a most «enous pffence The guilt consisted in the violation’ 
«f the law, and it never could be pretended that any such violation 
could be 1 mhocent There were, indeed, many cases in which the* 
most severe punishments attached to offences to which the charge of 
moral turpitude did not apply, but which we/e criminal in conse- 
quence of the precept of tie law Such were many of the offences 
against our revenue Ians Not Cwo years ago an act was passed de- 
claring a man guilty of felonV, without benefit of clergy, if ^aper of a 
certain sort should be fbund m his possession, this «ort of paper being 
used for the manufacture of bank notes-. Now the reason of this sta- 
4»te was this, that a man could not be presumed to have such pfijer 
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in Ijis possession but with a criminal intention. Therefore the breach 
of the act was proof against him. And the act ot the 25th of the king, 
which applied to the case under' consideration, was drawn up upon. a 
similar principle, and the breach of it .was to be deemed the proof 
of the criminal intention. Upon this proof, which arose out of 
the'rcason of the law, he had no hesitation in pronouncing the noble 
lord guilty. The noble lord, it would be recollected, retained the 
office of tr easurer for nine years after lie was appointed to that of 
secretary of stale. [This was denied by the chancellor of the exche- 
quer across the table.] Flo matter, resumed Mr. Fox, as to the pre-r 
cise time. The noble lord ictaincd tlie office for several years ; and 
when in that house allusion was made to the, circumstance of his hold- 
ing the two offices, the answer from the other side of the house was, 

- that although he held those offices, he only received the salary of so- 
" cretary of state, and nothing from' that of treasurer of the navy. Ay, 
that-is nothing of the legal salary. Did not this justify something 
more than suspicion ? Why should the noble lord so fondly cling to 

• this office ofliis friend, Mr. Trotter? There were many other persons 
■ among even his own relations who would have been glad to occupy 

this situation. But no, Lord Melville seemed particulai Jy attached 
,toit; and would common sense, in considering a thing of this hind, 
make no inference from that attachment. Another objection. uro=e 
against the proposed committee, from this consideration, that .he. did 
not see that any of the difficulties which, some gentlemen complained 
of, could be. removed' — that any of the obscure accounts could be ex- 
plained. Those accounts were indeed of such. a nature, that the par- 
ties themselves could not understand them, and how then could it ; be 
possible for a committee of that house to make any thing of litem, , . 
* It had been said that the house should proceed with the utmost deli- 
beration in deciding upon .character. But upon whose character were 
they to decide on this occasion ? blot certainly upon that of Lord 
•Melville, for his character was entirely gone, but -upon the character 
of the house and the government, -which must depend upon the vole 

• of this night. As to. the character of Lord. Melville, it was so com- 
pletely destroyed in public estimation for ever, that he .would venture 
to say,- that were the vote of the house unanimous in bis favour, it 
.would not have the' slightest effect in wiping away tire stigma that was 
universally affixed to his name. What then rnust-the world think, of 

• retaining such a man at the head of the glory of the country ? J t,wa£ 
dreadful to reflect that the most honourable claims (honourable prog- 
ressions) should be placed at the disposal of a .map with whose mime 

f ~ dishonour 
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dishonour was inseparably associated— who had confcssedliimsdf guilty 
of an act of corrupt illegality The honourable! gentleman took notice 
Of an ingenious and forcible argument advanced by a noble friend bt- 
Jnrvd hint (Lord Wchrj Betty), whose speech he considered, and be was 
sure the house felt it fo be the be«t that had been delivered in the 
Course of the debate He recollected, tint when the right honourable 
gchtlcnWri on the other side (Mr Pitt) made his aitric in that house, 
hte first essay was in favour of reform and agamst corruption With 
•rthilt pleasure did the house listen to him upon that occasion ’—but 
berw soon was the promise of his early years abandoned’— 

" Quantnni taotatu) ah i llo * 

Let the speech which the right honourable gentleman delivered on that 
occasion bo contrasted -with that of this evening, and the change would 
bo glaring? There was something also in the dying legacy of Trotter 
to the navy Office, that was particularly deserving of a remark It 
amounted to this, that Trotter said to his successors, “ Now, as I am 
leaving the paymaster’s Office, 1 shall provide that not one of jou shall 
Over irtakO a shilling by the Same means that 1 have done * But this 
ie left as a bequest after the death of hfs own pou er lie did rot ev en 
offer it while living An honourable gentleman had expressed a hope 
that some measure would be adopted to prevent the recurrence of 
Such h practice as the report on the table disclosed But no mea- 
sure in the shape of an act of parliament could be efficient, if tins pre- 
cedent, were to be established, that an act of parliament 'was to te 
Violated with impumt) For his part, when be read over the evi- 
dence, he was rather filled with disgust tbtfn indignation He was 
ashamed of having any connexion, even hostile^, wjth a person who 
had so degraded himself Indeed it made him ashamed of being of the 
home -class M hat does the evidence exhibit ? A man of such power 
fend elevated situation as the noble lord shrinking from answering the 
Questions put to him, on the ground that he was not to criminate bun- 
fcplf, and again saving, when the question was repeated, ibathedid 
hot recollect how far lie might have benefited by Mr Trotter’s money 
transactions —Recollect ? Does a man apply to his recollection on 
fcuch occasions and rp«ftetmg sich circumstances l A man, when 
bsked whether he was ev er in company with John N Oakes, for example, 
hi ay very well «ay, * To the best of my recollection I never have ’ But, 
trere it inquired whether he bud not been kicked out of company by 
the same person, for attempting to pick his pocket, what would be 
thought of h m if his answer was, * To the best of my recollec- 
tion 
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tion-I was -not? Besides, the -noble lord .never thought of attempting 
any explanation of his evidence .till the report had been ^nearly ,iyvp 
months before the house. He knew nothing of it .-till it was printed.-*- 
< Wbat ! the report was so long (before (the house, of wliioh tbe noble 
lord is a member, and, though it so neaily concerned himself, lie 
„neyer had the curiosit) T, to look into it iimtil it was .printed. Who can 
-believe it? -Or did the noble lord only begin'to be alarmed .when hp 
found the-effecc wliicli the printed report had ma.de on the public-? 
•Then be writes a letter, which he-liad much better have loft unwritten. 
It was a vain attempt to do -away the damnation. He still remains 
-involved by Mr. Trotter’s .evidence. Was.it not wrong in Mr. Trotter 
thus to commit his principal ? Yet no anger us betiaye.d against hipi 
—no indignation manifested shy -the noble lord at. the slur thus cast 
•upon his character. 'But how could he blame Mr. Trotter? He inust 
have known the whole transaction. The honourable gentleman .after 
again adverting to the -situation to which .the -right honourable .gentle- 
man (-Mr. Pitt) was reduced .by lijs noble fiiend, could-not help ask- 
ing how it-came to pass .that, although notice had been given ,a fort- 
might ago of the motion brought forward this night by his honourable 
friend, -yet the right honourable -gentleman never then alluded once to 
the letter -he .was afterwards to produce ; nor, when he produced it, 
-did lie make. any. mention of the necessity of a further inquiry. How 
.did this happen ? I file was- to believe the repoils.df the day, the idea 
was suggested -to him from a quarter which he did not chuse to ,dis- 
< oblige; - though that quarter was not generally supposed to bo in, pos- 
session of power. Brora .whatever -intimation .the measure arosp, ,no 
.good could .be -expected from a committee of inquiry. When it wgs 
.known and seen how low ovas. sunk, the man, .who holds so splendid a 
situation in the state, what would he -thought of the government ? jn 
•‘what'light conlcUt be -beheld, either .abroad or at. home ? The. bravest 
- generals, the -most gallant admirals, the .ablest statesmen, have ab- 
.stained from the.-discharge of office while under an accusation, .though 
conscious of their innocence, and certain to come forth more spotless 
'than- before. Could the noble lord - continue -the administration of his 
-•high department while his (character was thus exposed ? Tbe.house, 
•mo doubt, .would feel the necessity ol speedily- deciding on that point, 
/and ‘of showing, that to innocence they would afford- protection, iinde- 
fiance of-inftuence or power. With respect to-the noble, lord’s offer to 
.swear positively th'at he did not profit from-the misappropriation of-tho 
public money, it, iVas remarkable, that this offer was confined , to tfhe 
/ f 2 period 



per od m winch Mr \ndrc v Douglas, -rtho was now dead, wsjs pay- 
master of the uavv , but did nqt at all extend to the paymastershtp of 
Mr Trotter Mint was the conclu«ibn then to be drawn, from Una ? 
Mliy, that lie was ready to make oath as to the pavmastership of 
Douglas, because he was dead, but did not think proper to swear as 
to Trotter, because be was nine The 1 onourable gentleman made 
an appeal Id the pride and feelings of the house, turd particularly to 
that of Mr Pitt, advism e him not rt» isk the little of reputation that 
remained to him upon this occasion —not to stake this card for lnsh«t 
lie concluded with exprcssin D u hope, that the facts e\ posed m the 
lentil nnd Lies enth Reports would provoke an inquiry into, and a 
reform of, the several departments of the public expenditure He 
trusted that there were meti around bun who would promote an in 
\estigation so desirable for the cause of justice and the interests of the 
country 

Mr U'tlberfoTce expressed hnrsclf in decisive terms m favour of the 
mo ion 1 hough it was not full) evident to the house tl at Lord Mel 
villc had an) direct gam from the transactions which were alluded to, 
yet he could not sa) that 1 is lordslup hid not received accommoda- 
tion from them It was, however, very clearly in evidence, that Mr 
Trotter liad acted on a \ ciy large and extensive scale If the house 
was once to suffer a minister to say, that Lc had connived at a 
breach of a law, byhsdpputv, a confidential deputy, a confidential 
«er\ent, constantly for a number of years, and that the superior was 
to be allowed to pass uncensured, because no personal corruption had 
been proved against 1 im s clf , if that was once to be admitted as i prm- 
c pie by which the couducl of the House of Commons was to be di- 
rected, firerc «sw na scccrny nnrrammg for the fa itfal disci arge of 
any public trust — Surb was the opinion which lie entertained of the 
cOnseqmnces of the loss of confidence and honour, that it was beyond 
the “value of any thing else which could be set m balance against it 
Much as the people of 1 ngland disliked the conduct of Charles I in 
levying ship money without the consent of parliament, tl ty thought it 
ten times worse that the judges gave tlicir opinion in favour of the 
measure. Mheu the body that they looked to for protection had de- 
clared against them, they stw no resource to which they could then 
lawfully turn, and the consequences were too well Lno\ n for him to 
think it -necessary to repeat them The house was now appl ed to as 
the constitutional guardians of tl e people s rights, and he should dn 
charge bis duty to t* e people to the best of his judgment as an upright 

member 


member of tliat house, and ns a conscientious man, in giving his vote 
this night. He thought that the case was broad, plain, and palpable 
before them, and gave the motion his most sincere support. 

Sir C. Price observed, that as a magistrate and a man, he felt him- 
self most fully justified in declaring, that if Lord Melville had been 
entirely free from any criminality, he would have answered more fully 
and unequivocally than he had done. lie therefore supported the ori- 
ginal motion. 

'Lord Archibald Hamilton rose, lie said, at that laic hour, only to re- 
mark, that no one Scots member had spoken against the nefarious pro- 
ceedings of the two Scotsmen, whose conduct had been the subject of 
debate. He rose, therefore, to declare, that he should vole for the 
original motion. 

Ayes 2l6 — Noes 21(5- 

The numbers being thus'even, the honourable speaker gave the cast- 
ing vote.— -AYE, ONE: which made 217 for the original motion. 

The other motions were then put seriatim, and carried in the affirm- 
ative, without interruption, till they came to the 1 ltli, containing the 
censure on Lord Melville. 

Mr. Pitt here moved an amendment to leave out the last words, 
“ gross violation of the law, and a high breach of duty and to insert 
•the words, “ contrary to the intention of the law." 

On this a debate -took place. 

Mr. Grey said, that it would be a scandalous dereliction of their 
* own duty, to say, that the connivance of Lord Melville in the con- 
duct of Mr. Trotter was not a gross violation of law, and a high breach 
of duty. 

Mr. Pitt said, he would withdraw that amendment, and only move 
to insert after the words “ for purposes of private interest or emolu- 
ment,” the words “ to Mr. Trotter,” because, he said, there was no 
proof or confession that he connived at the drawing out of the money 
for his own interest or emolument. Nay, he had in his letter denied 
it. 

Sir William Pultcnci; said, he thought this would be reasonable, pro- 
vided the words “ as acknowledged by Lord Melville,” were inserted. 

Mr. Whitbread said, he had no particular objection to this amend- 
,ment. The words in his motion had been left general, because it was 
confessed that the sums were drawn out for private interest and emolu- 
ment, but not specified directly whether for Loid Melville as well a? 
Mr. Trotter. 
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7n this way the motion was read from the chair It then stood 
IllOb — ^ < 

“ That the Itijit Hdfi Lord \ recount Mefvillc having been privy 
to tfnd cbhinvcd at tlicvvithdr* wing from the Bank of England (as&c- 
‘knon lodged by Loid Melville) -for purposes of pm ate interest ot emo- 
lument, by Mr Trotter, sums issued/ &c 

Mr IT mlMirn contended, that after the clear elucidation of the case, 
the treasurer of the navy could answer whether or not he bad derived 
advantage from the public money , and till then the words in the reso- 
lutions oligl t to bfe left ambiguous 

*Mr Pox said, that the attempt to -screen 'Lord Melville from there- 
■fet/lt of tliCprevio'OV i (isolations byso tnflmg-an 'amendment would do 
the noble lord no good, but would put that 1 ouse in a very awkward 
point of view 

Mr Wtlbcrjfarcc *=aid, that not to brand the transaction by the epi- 
thets of gross ‘Violation of the law, and a high breock-oF dot), afterlbc 
confession of Lord Melville, would be ignominious to the house 
Mr ShenSan said, th&t the amendment made the motion almost 
nonsense To say, in the fir«t instance, that Lord Melville connived 
fdrsrxtcen jears, and then to fritter away the conclusion, was a. most 
(ktraordiuary way of acqmttiug h s colleague 

3\Ir Bastard said, it was impossible for any gentleman to support 
such an amendment. 

Mr T Grtnvilk spoke to the c ame effect 

Mi - Pitt persisting in lus declaration that he would take the sense 
of the liou'c, the gallcfy was cleared , but on the question being put 
on the motion as it originally stood, the speaker declared that the A)es 
bad it, and Mr Thttdid not divide 

The two bthermotlons were then put and earned 
Mr Tf kttbread said, he had of course a motion necessarily > to make 
in ConiequCLce of ihe resolutions df "the house that day, but it was 
‘then too late 

Mr Pttt moved, that the house should adjourn to Wednesday, lbe 
30 th 

Mr lb* ’Submitted to the good sense of the house whether in st> 
Ctitifcal a moment they Should adjourn over a single day They wo dd 
recollect, that the country was now in the hands of a di'graced mi- 
nistry 

'Mr Pitt pleaded for an ’adjournment, and hinted, that it might be 
necessary in the present circumstance* 

2 The 
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The i louse accordingly adjourned Ko Wednesday, the I Oth, when. , 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer , the, moment, be entered the bouse,, 
rose to state, that in consequence of the decision of the House oa a 
former evening. Lord Melville had tendered his resignation of the 
office of First Lord of the Admiralty, which resignation his Majesty had 
been graciouly pleased to accept. 

Mr. Whitbread moved, that the resolution which the House had 
come to respecting Lord Melville, on Monday night, be read, which 
being read, 

The honorable member rose, and spoke to the following effect: — • 
I rise, Sir, in pursuance of the notice I gave on a former evening, to 
submit a proposition which is the natural consequence of the resolutions 
that have just been read. This proposition is of such a nature as I 
cannot be induced to abandon by the notification that the right honor- 
able gentleman has made to the house; for the event lo which that 
notification refers, by no means answers the object of my motion. X 
feel that much more is due lo the vote of this House, and to the feel- 
ings of the public. The demand of public justice is not yet satisfied. 
If the issue of the debate of Monday evening were merely .of n 
personal or party nature, if our object was only to injure the feelings 
of Lord Melville, we might be satisfied with his removal from the 
responsibility, dignity, or emolument, attached to the high office 
that has been mentioned. As far as the principle of individual humi- 
liation can extend, the triumph is complete indeed. But I trust it 
cannot be imagined that any gentlemen who act with me on this imi 
portant occasion, are actuated by any private or parly feelings. No ; 
the cause in which -we are engaged is of the highest nature. It is the 
cause of public justice. It is that which wc shall not abandon, but 
still continue to urge from the fairest motives, until complete satis- 
faction shall be obtained. I am fully assured of the pure and exalted 
views of those by whom 1 have the honor to be supported ; and for 
myself I can say, that if I know my own heart and feelings, I am 
completely free from the slightest influence of a vindictive spirit. — • 
Impelled by a sense of duty to my country lo. bring forward this ac- 
cusation, my opinion of the grounds upon which it rested has been 
justified by your concurrence. I have appealed to you; and -you 

have given me your verdict that Lord Melville has been guilt;; 

of grossly improper conduct, and that lie, of course, deserves punish - 
suer t. Thus stigmatized by the vote of this House, and aware that 
he must, inconsequence, be dismissed, Lord - Melvijje has done no- 
thing more than that which would naturally su t< - 



man’s Lclm^s— he lias tendered Ins resignation But although that re- 
signation has bent accepted— although I ord Mels tile has been removed 
from a high off re, v hat security has ewe, what security has the^ouot^, 
tlut 1 c may not bq restored to morrow to the <ame office, or pheed in 
some other I» D h and confidential situation? Is it fit that any ground 
for cvca the apprehension of such a cucumstance should exist? Is it 
fit that ft possibility of its occurring should not he guarded against ? 
Ft is neces«ary to tin digm'y of the country— to tl e *atisractiou of 
the people — to the consistency of this house, that the return of 
Lord Melville to power *hoUd be rendered impo siblc In rcflectieg 
upon tbc event of a former night's debate, I cannot but feel that it 
was a proud day for this country, and I am persuaded tb-tsuchis 
the general ft cling Can any one who looks abroad for a moment 
doubt the approv mg testimony which the people so gladly bear > 1 he 
r««embly of members was, on that occasion numerous. The point 
came to the b dance, mid it rested with the chair, that «seat of impar- 
tiality, to determine upon what*=idc it should turn —It remained for 
you. Sir, without notr-dug any party spirit, to decide v bidi j arty 
was •’right,, nnd your decision w is founded m justice That decision 
Sir, wns consistent with the dignity of your station and character, and 
has «ecured you the gratit jde of your country. No where has it pro 
duecd dissati c fation, but in the breast of the criminal Alt that are 
honest, independent, and just, rejoice and thank us Such indeed is 
the exultation of lh° people aoroud such is the pleasure that is \ i«iblc 
in Ibc looks of the peop’e, that oil" 1 light say that our history may be 
read in the nations eyes ^ftcr having done so much, after having 
obtained SO much gratitude from our country, shall wc not take another 
step to complete our work ’ Shall «eno f render it impossible tl at Lord 
Melville shall ever again pollute the councils or presence of his ma- 


jesty ? At the same timqthat I express m\ feelings thus warmly, with 
respect to the delinquent who is the object of my motion, let i be 
understood, that it is mv particular wish to p«ah with the utmost de- 
ference to this assembly, which lus coni acted itself with so much 
honor Let me assure you, that if I did not think ibe motion which 
I am about to submit essentially necessaiy, with respect to the inwn 
dual whom you have so much stigmatized by your vote, I should not 
press it upon your attention Jrom all that I have collected among 
my own friends, who belong to the part; with whom 1 have tl c honor 
to act, (and to act -With such a party I shall certainly always feel vny 
pride and honor) ns well as what I can understand from tbc gentlemen 
Who generally o rr o<e, but r ho happened on this occasion to concur 



Vvith that party; it appears to be the generally prevailing sentiment, 
that farther and mbre effectual proceedings should bb taken against 
Lord Melville. Other pioceedings will undoubtedly be had ; but upon 
this occassion it is my intention to subinit a motion, the object of 
which will be to deprive' that hobld lord of every civil office he holds, 
during tlib pleasure of the crown, and to dismiss him from his majes- 
ty’s counfcils dnd presence for ever. I ash of the light honorable gen- 
tleman Apposite {Sir, Pitt), v.bbther he is piepared to make a pledge 
to that effect ? I tiisb ask, whether the vote of this hou«e has been 
Irfeated with due deference in another quarter ? whether Mr. Trotter 
has bebn dismissed? (Mr. Canning answered i”ts.J lias Wilson also 
bben dismissed? {Mr. Canning answered, No.j Then I say that 
all this \Fas necessary, in respect to the decision of .tins house. 
There may, however,* be particular reasons why Wilson should hot be 
dismissed ior a few days. Some arrangements may be previously ne- 
cessary. JJut is it. not thfe intention to dismiss him ? (Mr. Whitbread 
paused for an answer ; but tionb was gven, and he resumed.) Whe- 
ther or hot it be ffib intention of the i-jgl.t honorable gentleman to 
.dismiss Wilson, sure f anl that he Ought to be dismissed, and that 
from his conduct before the Commissioners, lie is unfit to hold any 
public office, He was evidently the accomplice of Lord Melville and 
Trotter; and as those delinquents have been dismissed, Wilson ought 
•certainly to meet ilie same fate. With respect to the course of pro- 
ceeding I mean hereafter {o follow against Lord Melville and Hotter, 

I shall avail myself of this opportunity to give notice, that it is my 
•intention, immediately aftdr the holidays, io move, that the Attorney 
.Central shall be directed to take measures io compel those delinquents 
to give a'h account of the monies they have bad, aud’ to i timid the 
pioiits obtained through the ruis appro pi fa lib A of the public money. 
As t6 the way jA* which this should he done, that; must be left to the 
judgment of the right honorable gentleman himself, ’Here are" other 
proceedings also which it will be necessaiy to take. There afe many 
dark and mystendus points cohutete'd with tlie TeiVtli Report, and 
otlier subjects which must b‘e brought to light. It is niy purpose to 
move an enquiry into those several topics. It is stated’ ui the Tenth 
Report that stubs of money had be'en transferred from the treasury 
of the navy io other services. In the illegality of such conduct the 
right hoiiorabld gentleihaA over against me (Mr. Pitt) lias confessed 
that lie was a 1 party to a certain extent. The purpose for" wliicli tran- 
ter's were made Aught be lAeritofious; but still it must be recollected- 
° . , . , 
.$at'tbc transfer was a' violation of the law. Tins violation isAA 
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ted ; and whether the purpose to which the money was applied, was 
or was not meritorious yet remains to he seen. To enquire mto this, 
and various other transactions, I shall, after the holidays, move 
for thp appointment of a select commi tee Give me leave here 
to observe, that nothing can bn of more importance than that the 
publ c money should not he disposed of by nnj other authority than 
the vote of parliament , nud here is a direct, avowed assumption of 
that authority Whatever the pretence, or however meritorious the 
object, I feel that this withdrawing of money from one service to 
supply the purposes of another at the mere will of a minister, calls for 
the most serious examination It is rather remirkabfe, (bat this prac- 
tice of misappropriating the money belonging to the treasury of the 
mvv, appears to have taken place only wlnl Lord Melville was in 
©(Fee No transfer, or even negociatinn for such a transfer, seems to 
have occurred during the time of anj of tho«e who preceded or suc- 
ceed ihe noble lord m that ofhcc The reason of this singular differ- 
ence, and whether any, and what justification can he produced for tint 
part of the noble lord s conduct, may be ascertained by the com- 
mittee, os I must suppo«e that papers ore in existence to account for 
gnch transactions — th u some records of the cause of such things are 
pre c erved— that all the documents respecting the*e particulars also are 
not burned, Several other parts of the Tenth Report, upon which I 
shall not now dwell, and many subjects besides which are not included 
jn that Report, but which call for examination, may be referred 10 
the consideration of the committee I touched slighdy ihe other 
night on the conduct of the Rmk of England in the cour*e of this 
transaction It appears that the cashier had not sufficient voucher®, 
according to the act, for the monej advanced to Mr 1 1 oiler J am 
however, given to understand, that there was a slip or mistake in the 
evidence of the cashier before the commissioners, but that the con- 
duct of the Rank was correct. If thjs be the ca®e, the imputation 
should not be suffered to remain, a farther examination should be- 
instituted, end may arise before the committee Before that com- 
mittee also the right honorable gentleman opposite (Mr Pitt) may 
have his conduct inquired into That right honorable gentleman, ao 
cording to what I liaw heard in the course of conversation, and in- 
deed it is the general rumour, was for >tars apprised of the irregular 
manner in which the public money was drawn from the Bank by 
Trotter, 8 nd that he never attempted to put a stop to that practice. 
This js a serious charge against the right lionorab'e gentleman, and may 
bp referred to the consideration pf the committee, before whom bo 

will 
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will have an opportunity for explanation. Unless the right honorable 
gentleman shall exculpate himself from the guilt of such connivance, 
serious proceedings must be taken against him also. What ! that the 
finance minister of the country should be acquainted with such pro- 
ceedings, as 1 have every reason to believe that he was, and not take 
measures to prevent their continuance ? Is not this matter deserving 
of inquiry? and, if the rumour be well founded, of serious animad- 
version ? The case of Jellicoc also I would propose to refer to the 
committee. That certainly forms a serious charge, not merely 
against Lord Melville, but against other persons. If I am rightly in- 
formed, the commissioners of the treasury ward implicated in the guilt 
of this case, and aic responsible for the loSs arising from the debt 
Which Jellicoe’s property owed to the public. We have been spiv king 
so much in the course of this discussion of millions, that perhaps » * e 
24,0001. due from the property of .Tellicoe may not appear Of tmc.h 
consequence. Indeed, such talk about millions has had the t fibc! f 
making even the right honorable gentleman on the other side (Mr. 
Pitt) forget his arithmetic, and confound 134 millions with mil- 
lions. But the case of Jellicoe appears to me, notwithstanding the 
comparatively smaller amount of the sum, to be peiuhatiy en- 
titled to attention. It affords an opportunity of otimatiue the con- 
duct of the commissioners of the treasury, who will he found, 1 am 
justified in believing, to have granted Lord Melville a release from 
this debt most improperly, and to have acted on very false grounds. 
This may be brought to light before the committee. Perhaps, also, 
evidence may be found by this committee, to ascertain that important 
.question, whether Lord Melville had any participation, and to <vhat 
amount, of the profits resulting from the use* which Trotter made of 
the public money ? This is a most material point to establish ; and if 
it be possible to get at the facts of this part of the subject, I have no 
doubt that the committee will be able to accomplish it. The princi- 
pal cause of the suspicion .impressed upon my mind that Lord Melville 
did participate with Trotter in his illicit gains, arises, as I before men- 
tioned, from the fond attachment with which the noble lord so long,’ 
and under the various changes of circumstances, clung to the office of 
treasurer of the navy; and it is remarkable, that not one of his friends 
has attempted to account for this attachment, or to remove the lm- ' 
pression it is. naturally calculated to produce. 1 his omission must' 
serve. to strengthen the impression in the mind of any m 
tive of such attachment was suspicious. Adam -' ■' 
two and two in the customs don’t always make r 
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^tlioygh eo freiyicnll) heard m thcliou«e to cotnphin of the grpst jji- 
<y>e tie hail to epcouptei: in the discharge qf \n% oft cud duty, apdthft 
^unnjity of biiMpess he had tq perforpj , yet thought proper to add to 
the Preset ntjhtp of thp Hoard of Control}] ^ and I rta^uru^Uip of the 
tyl'J » & c that of M misty r of \\ar 1 tuq not npw ubout^tq argu" 
tin the office of tr{ usurer of the lmj, is pqwccvsiry, although Uj 
opje-usthqt Ian) MeH‘Uc lnd np lousiness to pprforur Ihen he 
fpund. it penary to accept tljcp)\pe of Secretary of Spite, the "V 
liryof which ho dccht c<l, rctumpg the 'alary of thp Treasurer of the 
TJuv y , although t|ic one was as good as th* other , tl c c al iry of each 
bung 10P0] a yfqr It \s curious to thmh what could 1 ave been the 
rju-’onof this preference lhcseare the circumstances vhtch havp 
urged me to suspect I/trd Melville of a participation in the fraudulent 
j jofits of 1 rotter lit y \ hether lie h is been guilty of tins participa- 
t on or i i t, he «tai ds conucted of the most odious thing impute^ to 
l^ini that of «}nctiomng the im e apphcation of the public monev ^ 
1 1 is is the p lnci) al xrticle of change against hiqq ami this charge 1 9 
lias achnpuledgfcd After tln^ ac^nowlpdgmcq* frojq hi$ o^n mouth, 
•tmf the volp of tl is hoti e upon it, it woulq l>e tncomi teot with the 
dy lty of the country to allow speh a roan as f-or^ l7ilje to rg- 
1 rown from yrl leb he can bp removed 
1 from ap office of such hyh rank ai d 

Adpnralty , no doubt a great humi- 
liation, but y?t it is not sufficip \ to 'atisfv the emfe of public ; 
justice, one buns breadth bey ou l \\hich I do not ifist} to proceed 
When ll ese cuds arc attained, the duty 1 hue undertaken wjll bf 
di yl ar p ed But, 1 1 til tl en I should not vrish it to go forth, tl a* 
this House shot Id cm 11 manifest a disposition to stop short If pu- 
nishment only wgry ourobjeef, it night perhaps bq said, that Lord- 
Jltlulle has had enoigh of tint 111 his degradation, and what his { 
feelings must in consequence suffer But it will b<j recollected, that 
pui shment is not our only objept* Example is thq great end we 
should ha\e m mcw, and that end wo shall not ha\a reached uutd 
the criminal si all liayc suffered all tl/- consequences that 4iould justly 
attach to his crime If Lord Melville si ou\d canape tliqse conse 
quo ccs, we shall not ha^e done our duty Independent of tie 
offices and emoluments held by Lord Melulh , I m ikrstmd that su c e 
his last accts-jiqiv to admu lstration ceen within the Iwt ynf be 1 a? 
h-\d 150(1 a \utr cot fcrn,d on hm\for life, m addition to the re* 
•venue of ajpatent office he 1 o]ds in Scotland This noble lord had* 
it seeps, retired from public^ affairs, as it was said, for life. But the 
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.circumstances, not of the country, but of the peculiar wish ahd no* 
cessity of the right honorable geqtlcman on the other side (Mr. Pitt), 
drew the noblq lord from hjs retirement, and lip became a member of 
tl|c administration formed' by the right honorable gentleman. The 
noble lord was appointed to an oflipc, the first in rank, power, and 
patronage, in the country, with the exception of that only which is 
held by the right honorable gpntlrman. (Mr. Pitt). Bpl yet* that was 
not sufficient to content Lord Mplvillc. No, he must be induced to 
accept it by the grant I have already allpded to, of 15001. a year for 
life. Previous to this addition, a grant was made to Lady Melville 
out of the public money. The merits of Lady Melville are quite out 
of the question. All this liberality must be considered ns a compli- 
ment to the services and character of Lord Melville. But there is 
Something very mysterious about this grant. It was made iu a very 
clandestine manner. In point of fact, under such circumstances, there 
1 is good reason to believe that those who fixed their names to the 
graut were not aware of the nature of it. It was indeed one of those 
grants that, I fancy, it never was expected that any investigation- 
would tube place respecting, or perhaps that it would ever be no- 
ticed. I have reason to entertain strong doubts that the Grant of 
15001. a year, as an addition to Lord Melville’s salary as Lord Privy 
Seal of Scotland, is not valid. If revocable, it certainly ought to be- 
revoked under the motion I mean to submit. This motion, which', 
under all the circumstances of the case, I have thought it my duty to, 
bring forward, will, I trust, meet the approbation of the House. 
Gentlemen who honored me with their support to the jesoJutions on 
the tabic, cannot consistently refuse to concur in this proposition, 
which is the natural result of those resolutions. liven many of the 
gentlemen, who differed with me on a former evening, from a wish for 
a further enquiry, will, I hope, seeing that such decisive resolutions 
have been adopted, support the consistency of the House, by voting, 
with me on this occasion, should the gentlemen on the other side press 
tliis question to a division. The honorable member, after repeating 
the opinion, that he had good grounds for believing that a decisive- 
majority concurred with him as to the necessity of this measure, con- 
cluded, with moving, “ That an humble address should be presented- 
to his MajWy, praying that he would be graciously pleased to dismiss ‘ 
Lord Melville from till offices held by. him during pleasure, and also 
from, his councils and presence for ever." 

- Mr. Canning rose to opp.ose the arguments of Mr. Whitbread. How- 
ever desirous the honorable gentleman might have-been of disclaiming 



fcnj other motives for the course he pursued, than wtidt proceeded 
from a wish to establish an example, t e could not help thinking, and 
he was sure mail} more were of the same Opinion, from the topics 
which the honorable gf ntleman had introduced, and the time he had 
adopted, thht he had been actuated by somethin,' more than by the 
motives he h<td allcdgtd The honorable gentleman lnd given a spe- 
cimen of thfe spirit by which lie was actuated when he set out, with 
asserting that wliat Lord Melville had done m obedience to the resolu- 
tions and wish of the house, winch he himself was by no means disj osed 
to find fault with, now that it had become the act of the House, was 
imputable to him as an aggravation of his guilt W hat would have been 
the feeling and the animadversions of the honor ible gentleman, what 
Ins expressions of indignation and rc e entment, if the hou*e had met 
this day. Lord Melville, instead of bowing to its decisions, still con- 
tinuing to hold the office of Tirst Lord of the Admiralty ? Would he 
not have made that the ground of further and increased mvcrtne* 
lie was sure the honorable gentleman opposite (Mr George Ponson- 
b>)» *ho had urged his sufttriug Mr. Trotter to continue m office, ns 
an accusation of his conduct, would, in the present instance, if he pos- 
sessed an} of the character or spirit of a British lawyer, confess that 
Ins accusation was unfair unfounded, t}rannical, and despotic. W ltlj- 
-xcgird to Mr. Wilson, he still continued m the c ame office which he 
before held. The honorable gentleman had ashed, whether he too 
had been di«mi«scd ? The right honorable member, as far as he could 
discover, had do reu'en to think that Mr W llson had been m any 
way implicated Mr Wihon-had been one of those who had been 
reported by the comnu^toncrs as h vmg given reluctant testimony 
He was convinced that a more conscientious officer did not exist If 

the decision of the lIou<=e should be declared against continuing Mr. 
V llson in office, he should deem it Ins duty to obey The honorable 
gentleman bid m adverting to the resolutions adopted by the Hou°e 
on a former i lghr dwelt with exultation on the virtue that had 
beeu displayed The honorable gentleman might have adverted to 
many instances of equal virtue, not onl> m the best periods ol the 
moH distmgm 1 ed time* of our lustorv, but he might also have found 
a c inu!ar irstance of patriotic conduct m 1795, when two noble lords 
(Lo-ils Grey end S \ mccnt) were on their trial before the House 
under ^miliar < ircumstniK.es. Then. roble lords had been then de-r 
fendtxl by their j ohMcal enemies ; and the noble lord, the object -of 
tie motion of this nght, had fought in that Ilou'e many obstinate 
L» ties m their defence Hi c noble lord, who had acted so gene- 
rously 


ton sly on tliat occasion, so far from experiencing equal generosity, was 
now persecuted and hunted down; and by whom? by the friends of 
Lord Grey and Earl St. Vincent. . He congratulated the gentlemen on 
their sense, true spirit, and virtue, and prayed God Almighty to forbid 
that be should e.ver imitate their example. 

‘ Mr Gtri/ and Mr. G. Ponsonby rose at the same time. — Mr. Ponson- 
by having with some difficulty given way, , ' 

Mr. Grn/ said it wa*. impossible for him on the sort of appeal made 
by the honourable gentleman who spoke last, an appeal which could 
have no advantageous effect whatsoever for persons whose characters 
were und< r consideration, not to tiller himself for a few moments to 
the House. The honourable gentleman congratulated him, and those 
about him, on what he was' pleased to term more than Spartan virtue,- 
of being insensible to the support which those who were most dear to 
them hud formerly received from the person now under accusation ; 
and the honourable gentleman at the same time represented that this 
person had, on that occasion, fought the most difficult battle ever re- 
membered rn that House, lie begged the honourable gentleman and 
the House to recollect the circumstances of that transaction, and on 
the strength of that recollection he disclaimed and denied the difficulty 
to broadlv stated.. The noble persons alluded to lmd, in that instance, 
received suppoit from those who had recommended them to. the crown,- 
and among the few solid glories of the last war, he hoped to be allowed 
to rank the services they had performed. lie hoped lobe allowed also 
to claim credit for their conduct in not flying from inquiry, in not seek- 
ing shelter m delay and subterfuge, but boldly and candidly appealing 
to the justice of the House, and desiring the strictest investigation.-^ 
lender these circumstances, he disclaimed the idea that any benefit had 
been conferred on them. The defence afforded on that occasion,' was 
no more than was due in justice to the country, and wlmt those who- 
fyad recommended the. officers whose conduct .was under discussion 
owed to themsejves. .This was the sentiment of the honourable gen- 
tleman who moved the amendment at the time, being of opinion, that 
the original resolutions did not express fairly the sense that ought to be 
entertained of the conduct of these noblemen. , These noble persons- 
liad been recommended to the crown to conduct an arduous enter- > 
prizg, and they had succeeded ; they afterwards encountered difficul- 
ties; and the House was-of opinion, 'on full consideration of the case, 
that no blame was to be imputed to them. .No benefit was therefore 
conferred ; and if any person conceived it was a favour, that person^ 
jmust have a different view of the case from what he had. . With res-r 
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in} other motives for the course lie pursued, than what proceeded 
from a wish to establish an example , f e could not help thinking, and 
he was sure many more were of the same Opinion, from the topics 
which the honorable gentleman had introduced, and the time lie had 
adopted, that he had been actuated by somethin D more than bythr 
motives he h<d nllcdgtd The honorable gentleman had given a spe- 
cimen of thb spirit by which he was actu jted when he set out, with 
asserting that what Lord Melville had done in obedience to the resolu- 
tions and wish of the house, which hehtmsclf was by no means disj osed 
to find Fault with, now that it had become the act of the House, was 
imputable to him as an aggravation of his guilt \\ hat would have been 
the feeling and the animadversions of the honorable gentleman, what 
Ins impressions of mdignation and resentment, if the hou«e had met 
this clay. Lord Mtlulle, Instead of bowing to its decisions, still con- 
tinuing to hold the oifice of first Lord of the Admiralty ? Would he 
not have made thilthe ground of further and increased invective > 
He was sure the honorable gentleman opposite (Mr George Ponson- 
by), who had urged his suffering Mr Trotter to continue in office, as 
an accusation ofl is conduct, would, in the present instance, if he pos- 
sessed an) of the character or spirit of a British lawyer, confess that 
Ins accusation was unfan} unfounded, tyrannical, and despotic. Milk 
regard to Mr \\ il°on, he still continued in the 'ame office which he 
before held. '1 he honorable gentleman had asked, whether he too 
had been di*fm a sed ? The right honorable member, as far as he could 
discover, had no reu a cn to think that Mr Wilson had been m any 
way implicated Mr }\il on-had been one of those who had been 
reported by the commissioners as hiivng given reluctant testimony* 
He was convinced that a more conscientious officer did not exist Jf 
the decision of the Hou«e should be declared against continuing Mr. 
V dson in office, he should deem it his dutj to obey The honorable 
gentleman bad m adverting to the resolutions adopted by the Hou«© 
on a lormcr right, dwelt with exultation on the virtue that had 
been dtsplajcd The honorable gentleman might have adverted to 
many instances of equal vntue, notonl) in the best periods of the 
mo^t distin 0 uis]ied times of our history, but he might also have found 
a «itmhr irstance of patriotic conduct in 1795, when two noble lords 
(Lo-tls Grey nnd S } incurt) were on their trial before the House 
voider similar * irrumstnnc.es. The*© noble lords had been then de-» 
fended by their politic'’ 1 <; icmies ; and the noble lord, the object -of 
the motion of this n ght lnd foutght m that House roauy obstinate* 
ba'tfcs m llicir defence Hi loble lord, who had acted so gene- 
rously 



Tously on that occasioh, so far from experiencing equal generosity, was 
now persecuted and hunted down ; and by whom ? by the friends of 
Lord Grey and Earl St. Vincent. . He congratulated the gentlemen on 
their sense, true spirit, and virtue, and prayed God Almighty to forbid 
that he should e.ver imitate their example. 

Mr- Grey and Mr. G. ponsonby rose at the same time. — Mr. Ponson- 
by having with some difficulty given way, . ' 

Mr. Grey said it wav impossible for him on the sort of appeal made 
by the honourable gentleman who spoke last, an appeal which could 
have no advantageous effect whatsoever for persons whose characters 
were undi r consideration, not to offer himself for a few moments to 
the House. The honourable gentleman congratulated him, and those 
about him, on what he. was' pleased to term more than Spartan virtue,- 
of being insensible. to the support which those who were most dear to 
them had formerly received from the, person now under accusation ; 
and the bomnnable gentleman at the same time represented that this 
person had, on that occasion, fought the most difficult battle ever re- 
membered in that House, lie begged the honourable gentleman and 
the House to recollect the circumstances of that transaction, and on 
the strength of that recollection he disclaimed and denied the difficulty 
to broadly stated.. The noble persons alluded to had, in that instance, 
received suppoi t from those who had recommended them to the crown,*' 
and among the few solid glories of the last war, lie hoped to be allowed 
to rank the services they had performed. lie hoped to be allowed also 
to claim credit for their conduct in not flying from inquiiy, in not seek- 
ing shelter in delay and subterfuge, but boldly and candidly appealing 
to the justice ot the House, and desiring the strictest investigation.— • 
lender these circumstances, he disclaimed the idea that any benefit had 
been conferred on them. The defence afforded on that occasion,' was 
no more than was due in justice to the country, and what those who.- 
Ijad recommended the. officers whose conduct .was under discussion 
owed to themselves. . This was the sentiment of the honourable gen- 
tleman who moved the amendment at the time, being of opinion, that 
the original resolutions did not express fairly the sense that ought to be 
entertaini-d of the conduct of these noblemen. These noble persons* 
ljad been recoa. mended to the crown to conduct an arduous enter- • 
prize, and they had succeeded ; they afterwards encountered difficul- 
ties; and the House was- of opinion, on full consideration of - the case, 
that no blame was to be imputed to them. No benefit was therefore 
conferred ; and if any person conceived it was a favour, that person; 
piust have a different vievv of the case from what he had, . With res? * 
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f£et (6 tliQ frtnfc b^umfcd fur recommending without pfertthtity J>Sr=6us 
b( all patties for Hie public fecrwec of the army and ni\y, lie begged 
llifc !lou& t6 bLdollect, tint if, lft^tcad df bfriploynlg thdse mentofiOhs 
ftflicers \Ui6 were b&l tpitilificd io Eervb the c<5 unity, pfhfeteplque fend 
narrow considerations were tb pfetfed, io the exclusion of those mcn J 
tonous officers, fehd to iIil Employment of dflieH 16ss biifnblC of pro- 
moting the national glory, the person who wduld act dri Such d system 
would be ghdty of a gross dereliction of public duty. The persons 
best qualified to ftttfilh the objects the coiinffy looked for, were m 
the^e mstanets above fell others to be calltd upon by those fit the head 
of uffajrs, without any cOhaiddrfeliofi of political inlmosity. As to llife 
difficulty of the battle fought m the House for the noble persons Whosft 
conduct wae then tinder di$cti*siori , the honourable gfehtlefhau wai 
thttl a member of the House/ though he did not take a pitt in the de- 
bate, he might (liercfofo have feCOllOfted tl it the minority, ofr that ofc- 
dasioft, imoiitited only to Si\teefi, the Odd Sixteen Of the Other night — 1 
Whefe then was the difficulty tlfaf the honourable gCntletnati had re- 
presented] add thd fcvlfiordmdry Went and fcvCttlOh of the person 
wl>oso conduct was now under consideration, t6 obtain the decision 
then mdde ll Was not agreeable to him to enter into tbesfe particu- 
lars, but he cblild dot «lt filent ttfidcf the unprovoked and ill judged 
allusion of thfe honourable gcUtleYnferi— ilf judgOd, fbr the Character dnd 
the cause Which the l<ahotn*ablc gehtlfeniaU wis supporting Fbr him- 
self, however warmly he felt nt tiffins, M6 ohe wrfs generally less h iblO 
to excess of warmth— It ft as not ift hiti nature ; the honourable gentle- 
man did nOt khow him , hut those Wbtf did know lum, kUCW that hi 
was incapable Of holding pernidncht rcsOnimcnt agiifist rfny 1 rWan , it 
was impossible he cOuld liiS e *iny dgamiC the noble 16M whOsd conduct 
Was nOW the? Subject of debate He woUld bedr testimony foV hrs liO- 
no Utah Id friend who had imdrf Aid fnotrorr, (hat he was a3 IrtlTc likely 
to he actuated by Such feelings, fend 1 thfe liousc Woffl'd go u'jth hint in* 
the nmlerSf tiding, (hdf th^Ottly tnOtncwas d sense of duty, which 
they htfd Sanctidried — lie WiW of opinion, that if any blame Id), it 
vfa£ foi 1 not being Sufficiently fcO’v'en? TljO 1 hdnou’ra'blc genfl&maft sdid, 
this attack was pursued with bifftrneSs That it ft as maintained wflft 
strength lie \V4S ready to allow , bit that fimfe fta4 no ranebuf m pres-* 
enig fehO Hou^e tb a declaration of its 1 jutet eOfise on delinquency 1 S6 
clearly established, Wad ft half hO rtifeintainOd, and- ho wad stfm flic* 
IfOUSe Would gb With him If it were thb gOUfcml sentiment of thd’ 
House that thO preterit mOtioff «hOnld nOtbd noW pressed, he slidultT 
pot bO fur pressing it, but till eOihO better redson could be oCcitid’ on* 
‘ t 3 tlio 



the other side than those urged by' the honourable gentleman, he 
thought the. House having come to the resolution that the noble lord 
was guilt}’ of a gmss violation of the law, and culpable neglect of his 
duty, the House would not sustain its? character if such a resolution 
was suffered to remain on the journals without being followed up. — 
Nothing liRp argument had been blended with the appeal made to the 
passions of the House, A om the other side. His honourable friend 
had been misrepresented when he was stated to have said, that what 
the honourable gentleman had called an act of humiliation and defer- 
- cure to the sense of the House, was an aggravation of his guilt. What 
his Majesty’s minister, the friend of the noble lord, had slated, that 
the noble laid lmd tendered his resignation, and that it had been ac- 
cepted, would, in other ciicumstances, be sufficient. As to the ques- 
tion put by the honourable gentleman, of an adjoin ament for the day 
in the express expectation thrit his Majesty’s ministers would do their 
duty by dismissing Lord Melville, not with the intention that it should 
be left a matter of choice to Lord Melville, as it was the sense of the 
House that the noble lord should be removed from his Majesty’s coun- 
cils for ever. — With a resolution of this kind on the journals of tU.it 
House, he conceived it impossible Lord Melville could hold any situ- 
ation of trust or confidence. — (Conceiving some surprise to be expres- 
sed by Mr. Pitt at this idea.) If the right honourable gentleman meant 
to intimate that there was any danger of such an event, it was particu- 
larly fit to guard against it: but he still continued to say, that after 
such a resolution, there was no danger of the noble lord's being ap- 
pointed to any office of ,trust. Still, however, the noble lord was a 
member of his Majesty’s privy council, and he ought to be so no lon- 
ger. In Scotland the offices which the noble lord held were chiefly for 
life ; but' he held others during pleasure, and he ought to be removed 
from them, if the justice of the House, or of the country, was to be 
satisfied. If Lord Melville had had an increase of his salary as Keeper 
of the Privy Seal of Scotland, on his coming into the office of first 
Lord of the Admiralty, he hoped, if it was intruded on his retiring 
from the Admiralty, that he should retain that and all his other ho- 
nours and emolument', the good sense of the House would put a ne- 
gative on that intention. Till, therefore, some better arguments \\ ere 
adduced than the appeal to the feelings and delicacy of 1 the House, 
he should persevere in supporting the motion. lie adverted to the 
charge so unwarrantably made on liis honourable and learned friend 
behind him (Mr. Ponsonby), who was accused of conduct inconsistent 
pfith British law and British justice, of tyrannical and despotic prin-. 
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dplcnn pressing the punishment of this delinquency. He had beert,' 
called up by the personal allusion that-had been made by the honour- 
able gentleman; but being up, be thought it right to state thus far his 
reasons for supporting the motion ; and he saw nothing in fall the ho-, 
nourable gentleman had uttered with so touch rant and fury, to in- 
duce him to alter his opinion. The motion was a necessary conse- 
quence of the resolution of the fprmer night, and ought to be support-, 
ed by every friend to the honour of the House, to the justice of the 
country, and the character of administration. 1 > 1 

Mr. Ponsonby was sure, that after this very marked personal allusion, 
vthich the honourable gentleman who spoke on the other side hail 
made in so very broad a manner to him, there was not a member in the 
House who would not excuse him for 60 immediately pressing himself 
upon its attention. He owed this to that value be had always had for 
the good opinion of_ the House since he had the honour to be a mom-, 
ber of it; but that good opinion was doubly due to Kim since the vote, 
of the last night of meeting. 'Ihc good opinion of an assembly so, 
raised, so exalted, so justly established in the admiration and gratitude 
of the country, and fco honourably entitled to the applause and appro-, 
bation of the world, could not but be matter of increasing value to 
ciery man who could “claim the happiness to enjoy any portion of it* 
The honourable gentleman Said, if he had irabibed tkeprindples of, 
British law, be would not have advanced the tyrannical, despotic, and 
arbitrary doctrines he had maintained. He was extremely unfortu- 
nate if he had advanced such doctrines. 'Butho was not aware that 
he had. It was in his recollection that he had been followed in that 
debate by an honourable and learned gentleman, not' less high m au- 
thority for legal knowledge, than he was in legal station, (the Master 
of the Rolls). That honourable and learned gentleman had done him 
the honour to 'notice "some part of what had fallen from him; and if 
he had been guilty of uttering those arbitrary, tyrannical, and despotic 
sentiments, which the honourable gentleman charged on him, he was 
sure they would not have escaped his animadversion. When the ho- 
nourable gentleman supposed him deficient in the principles of British 
law, he -conveyed an idea of distinction of countries. He was not 
ashamed of his country 1 and he trusted his country would never harp . 
occasion to be ashamed of him. -But if .the honourable gentleman 
placed a value on British blood and British connexion, he could boast, 
that as good British blood flowed an his veins, and his British 'conncx-. 
ions were as honourable as those of the honourable gentleman; and 
though he could not boast of those talents, which at so eariy & period - 
- , of 



of life raised the hononr;ibl6 gentleman fo that high station, which 
others could attain only at a late period of life, by constant and toil* 
some exertion ; though he who had but slowly and gradually, and at 
a mature age, attained the moderate elevation on which he stood, 
could not boast of such talents or such fortune, it was some consola- 
tion to him, that he had nevei before been charged with being the ad- 
vocate of arbitrary power. He wished the honourable gentleman, 
thercfoic, in future, if he should do him the honour to notice what 
should fall from him, to confine himself to what he had said. Being 
forced up by the personal allusion made to him, he should take the op- 
portunity to say a few words to the question before the House, 'ihe 
right honourable gentleman opposite had notified that Lord Melville’s 
resignation had been tendered and accepted, but the right honourable 
gentleman had not at the same time notified that this was to be the con- 
•elusion of Lord Melville's political life. The icsignation was but an 
act of obedience due to the sense of the House; but if it was to be 
•understood that this obedience was to conclude ihe noble lord's politi- 
cal career, he had so little personal hostility to him, so little disposition 
to press on his feelings, or to aggravate his fall, that he would be dis- 
posed to acquiesce. But it lemained now matter cf consideration, 
-Whether, having ceased to be First Lord of the Admiralty, he should 
•still be suffered to hold his other offices of trust and emolument ? lie 
was a member of the privy council; and when persons had been struck 
off the list of that council for what they conceived their duty dictated, 
and' without any vote or resolution of Ihe House of Commons, was it 
‘not natural that the House, having passed such a resolution, should 
expect such a respect for it ? He would put a case : Supposing the 
personal friends of Lord Melville in ciedit and power in his Majesty’s 
councils, and suppose their creatures continually representing Lord 
'Melville as an injured individual, hunted do\Vn by unjust persecution ; 
if the public, during a vacation, should be continually impressed with 
the innocence of this injured minister by the venal advocates ithat 
‘ could be so easily mustered in his cause, he saw.no reasons why he may 
-pot before the next'session be restored .to bis former situation in the 
cabinet. If the right honourable gentleman gave reason to under- 
stand .that this was to be the end and issue of the noble lord’s public 
life, heAvas uot averse*to tbe lenily.of stopping the censure ; but now 
there was -nothing to prevent .his 'return if his Majesty’s .ministers 
thought iproper to advise his Majesty to employ 'him. There wqs no 
security at present against the re-emplojtnpnt.of L° r dMelville or any 
-mother .person in like.circumstances. As to the. other parts .of the jtmsi- 
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i css, he could not cons* ut to let them merge into oblivion 'When the 
jiul; ic mo e\ got into tl e hands of agent’, or nay ulhtr hands into 
nl job it oi Q l t »n»t to It m. got, it was the duty of purhamei t to have 
Jt accounted lor and it stored to the publ c lie would also adhere in 
-licviblv to tl i oilit r \ on ts tl it iht [ ersou at tliL I eud ot tbc treasury, 
Os presiding over the whole administration of tbc f ublic money, bad 
bt m guilt) of culpable 1 cgbgt nee in overlooking tl eir transactions. 
lie n (S not d/ipoattl to uto f n/j improper motive s to tbc right ho 
j nnrablu. grnthrp «»/ or to make tbe charge lightly, but it appeared m 
th- report that bis supenntcnddiict* was lax, and as a reprc'cntiuve 
of the people it was Ins dutj to call liim to account, for though he was 
i ot u Hnlisb lawyer, or a Bntn-h rtpre entative, i or of British birth, 
J c \ onJd here cJaun it ns a privilege due to that portion of British 
blood th it beloi ged to Iwn, to consider himself the repre cntatHc of 
the people at hrge, mid to assume a n D bt to m\ cs agate the admims- 
tr» lion of tbe ax pire m all its parts 

Mr S Thun tan hse, m consequence of the allusions made tins 
night and on a preceding one, to tbe evidence of an experienced and 
n cr forlous officer of the bank before fhe commhuoncn of naval in- 
quiry That officer (Mr Ivcvvland) bad there lutiniated that thedrafis 
pas ed by the treasurer of the navy liad not always expressed the «cr- 
Mce on which they were drawn, conformably to the provisions of tbe 
Act of parliament If this were the ca«e, the bank was certainly to 
blame, as he held in his hand a copy of the power under which the 
puv master had passed his drafts fiom the year 1786 until the resigns 
tion of Lord Melville * Hus power «lated in c\press words, “ that be 
should be particular^ careful to specify m ouch and every draft tbc 
service lor which llic money was drawn " The fact was, that Mr 
>.ew land, though at the lit ad of the cashier s department of the bank, 
whs not tbe officer under wl o»e inspection the detail of this branch of 
In me s was cirrud on and therefore had onfy delivered a matter of 
opinion 1 he officer who paid the drafts fiom the liavy had assured the 
honourable member, that after evefy rest arch m his power, and to (be 
best of his recollrciton no draft had ever been paid Without specify- 
ing the service Since August lSOj, tl e mode of conducting the bu- 
siness had been varied, and sums were written off at once bv the bank 
train the treasurer s account to tbit of the sub-payma«terseif fhc navy, 
winch accounts were kept also with that corporation He J»d lout, 
considered Lord Melville an active, zealous, and meritorious servant 
>of the publ cj -and U c inovu$ most excuse him it he could not at once 
go the length of thinking wuli them, that In* was deserving of suchse- 
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, vere degradation and punishment as the motion before the house went 
to inflict. 

Mr. Barham entered his protest against the introduction into the de- 
bate of the personal allusion to the case of two noble characters, rela- 
tive to whom he had formerly felt himself called upon to take an active 
.part. Nothing could be more injudicious than this reference. lie 
.contended that no obligation had been imposed on them, no benefit 
conferred by ministers joining in tbeir defence. 

Mr. Banhcsj though he was certain he was in no way entitled to offer 
his advice to the honourable gentleman from whom the motion came, 
.with whom he had neither personal acquaintance, nor any political 
connexion, would yet take the liberty of recommending to that ho- 
nourable gentleman not to persevere in this motion. If it should be 
persevered in at present, the same sense of duty which induced him to 
vote with the. honourable gentleman the last night would oblige him 
to vote against him on this, lie understood the sense of the adjourn- 
ment on the former night to bd, to allow an opportunity for his Ma- 
jesty,, from his own royal motive to remove Lord Melville ; or for 
Lord Melville, feeling that lie could be no longer an useful servant to 
•liis Majesty, under the stigma that had been cast upon him, to tender his 
resignation.. . Gentlemen seemed disposed to cavil with that resigna- 
tion, but he maintained .that such an act preceding any step taken by 
his Majesty in consequence of the resolution of the House, could not 
. he imputed to any other motive than the noble lord’s deference to the 
•sense of the House, and his determination to conform to it a's quickly 
as possible. It was to be considered also, that the resolutions that 
• had been agreed to were but part of Lord Melville’s case, and that 
.they remained to-be followed up with other proceedings. Could the're 
. be a better reason than this for abstaining for the present from the re- 
solution : now proposed ? It was impossible to foresee what may come 
out iu -the inquiry which was agreed to on all sides. Could any one 
undertake to say that there may not be matter sufficient to call for an 
impeachment ? — Was it then right to proceed further, when the grounds 
of the ultimate determination and proceedings which the House should 
adopt were so imperfectly made out ? The precedents on the journals 
were, so far as he could make out, against voting an- address, .such as 
that proposed. lie instanced the cases of Sir R. Walpqle, Lord Da- 
nelagh, and Lord Halifax. There was no instance of an address to 
remove a person not in office. Such an address, and indeed;an address- 
under such circumstances,' would be absurd, on the face of it. • lie did 
' not think there could' be any intention or any .possibility.of reinstating 
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tlu* noble lord in office ip the interval between the present tithe and the 
period when this subject would be again under the cognizance of the 
IIous6. It was possible too, that circumstances of extenuafiotf may 
come out m the further investigation, which would induce the flbusV 
10 conicut itself altogether vtith what it had done. lie bcheted such 
circumstances may exist, and he would sec them with more pleasu-e 
than the cifcotyStaucts of delinquency and malversation, which In- 
duced him to \o(e against the 'noble lord the last night T here being 
no precedent, no necessity, and nO probability of his returning to power, 
lie would vote ig'iinst the motion. s i 

Tlie ChanceUo) of He Exchcjucr rather hoped and expected that thfe 
express understanding which hud been given, and which .lie had ho 
U iffiiblty to confirm, would lure prevented further argument, and 
put a stop to any ulterior resolution. 1 ho IIou«e, he Was fibre, would 
be disposed to spare those who were nearly connected with the noble 
lord, ni well ns those who could not help feeling the ttndcrcst friend- 
ship for lnm, a feeling which he wa" sure the house would not be dis- 
posed to censure. It was impossible while the a ate of the former 
■fcight was entered on the journals, that the House could apprehend 
•any danger of seeing the noble lord again in office, unless the \6te it- 
sel/wcle at an end* ils to the extension of the inquiry, if any thing 
should tome oilt m consequence of that to change the opinion of the 
House, he was sure gentlemen would allow that thc.rcsolution should 
he Changed with the opinion. But in no other case than the House 
being Convinced that the resolution was founded m error, and rescind* 
i»g it on that ground, could the crown be advised by its ministers to 
rc*femploy the noble loW. He had been misconceived by the honour- 
able gentleman opposite (Mr. Grey) in the expression of surprise die 
had uttered it Hvns surprise, not that the honourable gentleman 
thould Imagine there was no danger of Lis return, but that he should 
'not, in the confidence that it could not take place with the resolution 
on the journals, think it unnecessary to press this motion, which went 
only to attain the &ame end, though by n different mode. This nnder- 
•stahdnig, while it was conformable to the Jibcrilify of tthc House, 
wbuld not take from its firm ness the means of enforcing its .resolution. 

TVIr. Fox rose to "reply, and after some introductory observations, 
‘proceeded m substance as follows — The right honourable gentleman 
Who ipoke second in the debate, has delivered himself in n manner to 
-extraordinary and injudicious, that it is a-cally hardly worth while 
to tdke notice -of his observations. The resolutions of -the House on 
Monday night set m so completely to have irritated the right honour- 



able gentleman, and so fully to have overpowered his mind,- that he 
lias this r.vening taken an opportunity of throwing forth his indignation 
without providing himself with any grounds on which to exercise it. 
He has chosen to attack, without the slightest appearance of truth* 
my learned and honourable friend (Mr. G. Ponsonby) as the author 
of arbitrary and despotic doctrines ; and on this I shall not long detain 
the House, after what my learned and honourable friend has said in 
so satisfactory a manner. The right honourable gentleman accuses ray 
honourable and learned friend of arbitrary doctrines, because be says, 
that a person proved by evidence to have been guilty of a most cor- 
rupt use of the public money should at least be suspended from h 
office till the charges against him be fully investigated. Now all that 
I have to .say on this is simply, that if such doctrine be arbitrary, the 
most eminent lawyers in the kingdom have never been backward to 
promulgate it. It is a doctrine universally acknowledged and acted on 
in all the relations of life. When we hear or read of a servant, or a, 
steward, suspected of peculation, or any other breach of trust; and 
not merely suspected, but actually confessing guilt; we of course or- 
der them to quit the office where the grounds of suspicion arose, con- 
ceiving that persons so situated areulterlyumvorthy of trust. Bui per- 
haps the right honourable gentleman meant to take up the business of 
the Tenth Report, and was therefore unwilling to incur the charge of 
prejudice by the discharge ofiUr. Trotter before the trial took place. 
Under what circumstances is it that the right lion, gentleman determines 
to retain Mr. Trotter in the important officcof paymaster of the navy? 
He had heard that before the commissioners he refused in-some cases 
to answer questions at all, and in others had given equivocating re- 
plies. He had heard that he not only refused to answer Questions to 
which, supposing him innocent, the reply was quite obvious — but he 
had .known him to have used every effort to retard the'iuvestigation of 
the commissioners ; and after all this previous knowledge, the right 
honourable gentleman retains him in his employment as paymaster. 
What, then, is the reason for this most extraordinary conduct? It is, 
sir, that Trotter’s case was sub jure, and the right honourable gentle- 
man does not wish to prejudge him on his trial. The right honourable, 
gentleman has this evening declared that Trotter is dismissed, when lie 
is as much sub jure as he has been at any period since the commis- 
sioner s.finished their examination. Trotter has not been formally con- 
demned by the House, for we have found 'him guilty' only collaterally, 
our resolutions on Monday evening being exclusively directed against 
kord Melville. Perhaps, sir, the right honourable gentleman was 
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alarmed b) the impression made b) our proceedings, (and they were* 
calculated to make an impression on persons like the right honourable 
gentleman,) and, by n sudden impulse of tiding, thought it most 
prudent to discharge Trotter without further delay. I cannot impute 
tins decision to any other principle; for nil the reasons that operated 
for retaining Trotter for several months back, still continue in force. 
The next feature in the \ eiy extraordinary spcpch of the right lion' gen- 
tleman, was the argument he used for the lenient application of our 
resolutions against Lord Melville, and the circumstances on which this 
lenity is to be founded. Perhaps, in what I am now about to say/ 
the right honourable gentleman may think me bitter and rancorous; 
but in spite of this, I feel tnj self called on to say, that 1 shall never 
Bit m this House, and patiently hear these extravagant pancgjncs on 
Lord Molville's public conduct. I am at a lo*s where to find what are 
the circumstances which are to incline us so powerfully to mercy. 
What particular claims docs he possess to induce the Hou<e to pass 
over his aggravated offence with a comparatively trifling puni'hrmnt ? 

Is this motive to lenity to be foi nd in the eagerness winch his lordship 
has ever shown t6 heap up emoluments, nn d to systematize corrup- 
tion? Is it m the gift of the clnniberhnnslnp of Tife granted to Ins 
wife, with arrears to a va*t amount, procured under fal«c pretences ? 

Is it in procuring a year ago fifteen hundred a year in addition, not, 
sir, to the salary of first lord of the admiralty, for I know that is very 
inadequately paid, but in addition to Ins salary as lord privy sell for * 
Scotland ? But, sir, the right honourable gentleman lays great stress 
on his discovering no political or party partialities m the appointment 
of officer*, either for the naval or military serv ice i den\, sir, that 
there is the least merit m this supposed impartiality. It is what every 
minister, whoev er he be, is obliged to preserve an appearance of, as 
an open dereliction of it would be attended with instant disgrace. I 
need not remind the Hou«c that Lord North sent Sir Charles Saunders 
and Admiral Keppel to the Falkland Islands, though that expedition 
unfortunately failed Indeed, party distinctions were almost always,' 
from necessity, overlooked. But, sir, I cannot hear the right honour- 
able gentleman stating that the no 1 le lord was free from parly vio- 
lence, without reminding the House of one or two circumstances 
which demonstrate existence of party spirit in all its most intolerant 
and disgusting features. ' I shall mention oi.e, sir, which fell wiflnii 
my own knowledge, and which will fulty illustrate my position. At a 
penod of the late war, when the danger of invasion was supposed to 
beat the height, when offers of voluntary service were eagerly accepts , 
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•cti, a numerous and loyal .body of men in Tavistock made a tender of 
their services. The tender was refused by this self same. moderate 
Lord Melville, on the sole ground, for no other could be alledged, 
that the corps, when raised, was to be commanded by the late Duke 
of Bedford. It may perhaps be imagined, that my feelings at the re- 
collection of the deceased are so strong as to burry me into some de- 
gree of exaggeration; but I solemnly protest that I am stating the 
matter precisely as it happened. And yet, sir, wc are to hear of Lord 
Melville's moderation and perfect freedom from all party spirit. 
There is another circumstance, which also pretty strongly illustrates 
bis lordship's forbearance and superiority to any of the workings of the 
..angry passions. It is well known that the Dean of the Faculty of 
Advocates in Edinburgh is generally the most eminent person in the 
•piofession, and that it is seldom customary to interfere with him from 
any political considerations.. Vet this mild and moderate Lord Mel- 
ville actually did interfere, and by employing all the influence of go- 
vernment against the Hon. Henry Erskine, a geutleman confessedly 
the most-eminent at the Scotch bar, lie was actually dispossessed of a 
situation which he had many years held with the greatest honour and 
credit, fio much, sir, for the boasted liberality of the noble lord, 
which we were called on to look to for a motive to influence our deci- 
sion. As to the favour bestowed on two noble lords, on which the 
•right honourable gentleman rested so much stress, I entirely agree 
with my honourable friend near me (Mr. Grey), in everyone of bis 
observations. The right honourable gentleman says, that my two 
honourable friends must possess Spartan virtue to be able to follow 
that line of accusation against the noble lord winch they had pursued. 
Jf extraordinary exertions in virtue were required, I don't know any 
men in whom they would be more readily found than in my honour- 
able friends. But 1 must beg leave to say, that they are under no 
obligations to the noble lord for the defence he made of those rela- 
tions, to whom they were naturally so strongly' attached. Sir Charles 
Orcy and Sir John Jervis were selected for a very difficult service in 
the West Indies, which they performed with gallantry. Some misun- 
' rierstanding, however, arising, they returned, and a charge was pre- 
ferred against .them in this House. If I recollect right, there were 
three di\isions on the subject, when the minority were successively 
thirteen, fourteen, and seventeen, and this was the formidable phalanx 
which the noble lord had so much merit-in combating. 1 take it for 
granted, that he believed the charge to be false; and if he did be- 
lieve it to be unfounded, what merit had he in defending the gallant 
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officers ? It was no more than indispensable duty to those whor 
bad employed on a difficult service, which they executed with pre 
titude, vigour, and success If this be merit, it is impossible to 
liow fir the line of obligation may be extended An honourable 
tlemin under the gallery (Mr S Thornton), has given a curious 
son for voting for the resolutions on Monday night, on which it 1 
possible for me not to make o few observations — JJt aajs, tha 
vpted for the motion, conceding the noble lord guilty of ace 
degree of negligence and inattf ntion I confess I *un utterly aMom 
nt such a declaration, after attending to t] c language of ourresolu 
that the noble lord bad been guilty of a gro«s violation of in ac 
parliament, and a high breach of duty Surely, sir, this heavy ch 
is not to be confounded with inattention and negligence How 
honourable member could have misunderstood them, is to me me 
prehensiblc, as they were particularly objected to on the other sic 
the House. With respect to the resolutions, it apjears to me 
they complete the criminal part of the charge against the noble 1 
and I am not at present for pressing any further proceedings m 
way If the attorney general is to proceed against him for refun< 
the money derived from the profits of money misapplied, this will 
by civil, and not by criminal action , for recovery of money is alu 
rauhed among (he civil actions The same observation will appl 
any action for recovering grants obtained under false pretences 
have the less objection to prc c s the motion in the mean time, on 
grounds of the pledge which the honourable gentleman has tins ni 
•o distinctly given to the house, I find, sir, after a careful exami 
tion, that during his Majesty s long reign, now a period of ne 
forty five years, only the Duke of Norfolk and myself have been t 
missed his Majesty’s councils, and I assure you, sir, we want 
such per on ns the noble lord to be our associate I had almost f 
gotten Mr Grattan, who bad the like fortune in Ireland None of 
could, however, he proud of any connexion with such a man as Lt 
Melville has shown himself to be thibughout his whole career of h 
I have said, sir, I would not non press the motion to a discussion, 
consequence of the right honourable gentleman's pledge, but 1 shot 
be grieved indeed to sec tl e resolutions passed without being follow 
by some lasting result Such a work as that which we on Monday a 
comphshed, must not be suffered to pass away ummprov ed Frotno 
end of the empire to the other the people will rejoice m the hope th 
a better system is about to be adopted, and we must not let their ji 
expectations be disappointed It is necessary for us, by 'making L° 
o M civil 
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Melville a signa mark of the vengeance of this House, -to show the 
country that we aie indeed their representatives— that we are deter- 
mined equally to watch over their property and their liberties. The 
public have received our work with the purest gratitude ; but is 
no part of this great work to belong to the government f Is his Majesty 
to have no opportunity of manifesting his paternal interests on the sub- 
ject r In what situation do we leave our sovereign ? The people ap- 
plaud us in the warmest terms. They say the House of Commons 
have taken up our cause against the whole host of contractors and pe- 
culators. The House of Lords may do the same ; and shall not our 
beneficent sovereign have an opportunity of expressing the warm inte- 
rest he tukes in every plan for alleviating the burdens, and improving 
the condition of his people r 1 admire this House as the corner stone 
of the constitution— as the source of all reforms and improvements— 
as the balance by which the constitution is kept in purity and vigour. 
But I do not wish to exclude the monarchy from its proper share in 
every beneficent work. I think our resolutions ought to be presented 
to the throne. Like us his Majesty has read the report, but lie has 
not hitherto bad an opportunity of expressing his feelings on the sub- 
ject. .1 strongly impress this subject on the minds of ministers. They 
are bound to carry the resolutions to the throne.' They owe it as a 
sacred duty to the king whom they serve. After a few more observa- 
tions, Mr. Fox consented to withdraw the motion now, on an under- 
standing that the whole matter should hereafter be fully investigated. 

• Mr. Wilbcrforce repeated the opinion which he expressed on Monday 
evening, as to the importance of the subject, and the necessity of 
searching into abuses, the existence of which was pregnant with dan- 
ger to the constitution and the country. It was by no means his wish 
to shelter public offenders from that punishment which the House were 
• imperiously called upon by their duty to inflict on them; but be cer- 
tainly thought, that the ciicumstances of the present case were consi- 
derably changed by the resignation of the noble lord, and he therefore 
confessed, that he wished the honourable gentleman would withdraw 
his motion ; at the same time, if-the honourablf^gentleman pressed it 
to a division, he by no means meant to say that he should vote against 
its adoption. In the execution of their public duties, public meu 
ought not to be governed by any motives but those of public utility. 
He did not like the system of adhering to a party for the sake of that 
party alone. What had been said by an honourable gentleman that 
evening, showed the danger of acting on such a system, although he 
could not but admit that Lord Melville had at least acted liberally in 
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employing the ho noble lords alluded to Mr IV ilbcrfotee ttr'V 
eluded with trusting that the determination of that House to reform 
the abuses in the public departments, would not be a transient one % 
and that the honorable gentleman would not hazard le selling the ef- 
fect of the vote of tho House on 'Ion day, by p^r'ist ng m his present 
motion, when it was evident that many membpis were unfavorable 
to the latter, who were warm in their approbation of the former pro- 
ceeding 

Mr Kmnaird would only trouble the House with one word On the 
observations made by the honorable gentleman m the gallery, founded 
on the remaks of the right honorable gentleman opposite, who had 
said, that no one «vtr accused the noble lord of being a bitter po- 
litical ctwmij Had that right honorable gentleman been in Scotland,, 
he would have heard the reverse , he would have heard that the Dean 
of T icultv, a most learned, able, and beloved man* had been turned 
out of his situation c olcly at Lord Melville’s nstn»ation. without 
any offence iin\in a been alledgcd against him, but a difference of 
opinion on political subjects 1 his was as gross an instance of bitter* 
party spirit os he had ever heard of 

The Secretary at Tf ar had meant cautiously to abstain from ut- 
tering a word on the subject which was under the consideration of the 
House, had he not felt himselfloudly called Upon by the statements of 
the honorable gentleman who had just sat down He wished to ask 
that honorable gentleman at what period he hid discovered that Lord 
Melville was a hitter polit cal enemy > Was it during the days and 
weeks of oejal friendship which he had pissed with the noble lord ? 
and did he now m the hour of Ins need, “how hu> gratitude by intro- 
ducing extraneous accusatory matter at the clo«e of a dibits, when 
the ques ion did not demand it, and when those who liad proposed the 
motion to winch the discussion of to night owed its origin, had inti- 
mated therr intention of withdrawing it? He trusted that in the 
breasts of Tuglishmen there-existed feelings which would revolt at 
such conduct W ith respect to the history of the expulsion of the 
Dean of Tacultv from his Mtuation, he would briefly state the facts 
At a time when democratic principles vere but too prevalent, a meet- 
ing bad been called 01 those who were named “ fYiends of the People ’ 
At this meeting the Dean madveilently, or rather injudiciously, at 
tended, and by Ins attendance gave a sanction to the proceedings 
Without tbe slightest interference on the part of Lo r d Melville, who 
bad nothing whatever to do with the business, the Faculty, indignant 
at such conduct, brought forward a motion to deprive the Dean ofhi* 

situation. 



situation; n step in which ho repealed that they were entirety iminfiiW 
cnecd In- the noble lord n’lmlrd to. 

Mr. Fox rami iked, that although it perhaps would have been as 
delicate, had the observations of his honorable friend been suppressed, 
vet it should be recollected that be had been provoked to make them 
by the assertions of the right honorable gentleman opposite, and of 
the honoiablo gentleman in the gallery. 

Mr. Khiv.ahd declared, with considerable vaimth, that were he 
not convinced the House must he aware of the futility of the charges 
that had been exhibited against him by the honorable gentleman, lie 
should consider himself bound to call upon him for further explana- 
tion. Was it decent to expect, lh.it because he had lived on terms of 
good neighbourhood with Lord Melville, whose private character he 
highly esteem* cl, he should thetefore withhold his opinion in the. House 
on his public conduct ? 

Mr. Vi'hUlrtad observed, that be had been arraigned for the great 
bitterness which it was said lie bad. evinced in bis speech at the com- 
mencement of this evening’s debate; and on iv former night lie had 
been accused of introducing more of passion than became him in the 
observations with which he prefaced the Motion that he had the ho- 
nour of submitting to the House. To prove the existence of this bit- 
terness, and this passion, his observations had been industriously mis- 
represented. He had never blamed Lord Melville for having tender- 
ed his resignation to his Majesty ; on the contrary, lie thought it was 
a step highly incumbent on him, and the omission of which, would 
grossly have aggravated his misconduct. But this he had said, that 
Ministers were decply culpablc for not having anticipated his resigna- 
tion by a dismissal. The two delinquents were equally guilty, yet 
Sir. Trotter was dismissed with disgrace, Lord Melville was allowed 
quietly to resign. He should say little on the charge that had been 
brought against him, of having ungratefully attacked a man, who in 
37£)5 defended two noble lords, to one of whom lie had the honor of 
being related, as the subject bad been so ably defended by his honor- 
able friend. lie was far from thinking that these noble lords were 
under the slightest obligation to Lord Melville for what lie had said- 
on that occasion; Did the right honorable gentleman mean to assert 
that lord Melville had done a job for his noble friends in that instance, 
arid therefore that he was bound now to do a job for Lord Melville in 
return ? Lord Melville had spoken favorably of the conduct of the 
noble lords; if lie did not think favorably of it, he had certainly acted 
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Mr. PtU submitted, that as the resolutions were to be kid before 
!us Majesty without comment, this formality ought to be dispensed 
with. , 

Mr Wkilhrcdd said, that when he said without comment, lie did not 
say without/orm. In 60 important a business, every species of cere- 
mony ought to be adopted. 

It was then ordered that the resolutions be carried up by the vvfiOLR 
house. 

On the 25th of April, Mr S Stanhope moved,* “Thpt the attorney - 
general be instructed to pursue the most effectual means of ascertain- 
ing and recovering, in the due cour«e of law, any sum of public mo- 
ney applicable to naval services used by Loid Melville or Mr, Trotter, 
Subsequently to the 1st of January 1786.” 

Mr. Banks moved, as an amendment, “ That a criminal prosecution 
should be instituted against Lord Melville and Mr Trotter." This 
gave me to a loug debate, m which Dr Lawrence, Messrs. Windham, 
fox, Sheridan, and T. Grenville, took part. 

Mr. Serjeant Best contended, that a prosecution by civil e uit coul4 
answer no good purpo c e, but a criminal proceeding might *ecurc thq 
punishment of the offenders, who he denied were yet punished. 

Jbe House then divided, 

lor the original motioa for a civil suit 223 
for Mr Banks’s amendment - - - 128 

Majority QS 

A division also took place on a motion of Mr. Grey, that the Hou c e 
should adjourn, 

Noes * - - - 2tt> 

Ayes - - - - 38 

Major ty — 142. 

May the 6tli Mr Whitbread being called upon by the speaker, spoke 
to the following effect — W hatever motives may be attributed to my 
Conduct during the course of the business which I have undertaken, 
there are none, I trust, who will not suppose that I have been impres- 
sed with feelings of anxiety, but those feelings were not to be com- 
pared with what 1 now experience. There are two points open before 
us the one leads to immortal honour, and the other, if we are guided 
by mistake, will lead to the dishonour of the House, and the detriment 
of public interest If it had been proposed that the resolutions of the 
8th of April should have been immediately followed up by an address 
to his Majesty to dismiss lord Melville from the places he holds, and 

from 
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from "his councils and presence for ever, I apprehend (here would ndt 
'have been a dissentient voice. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer called Mr. Whitbread to order, and 
.said, that the communication lie had to make to the House would an- 
ticipate what the honourable gentleman might have to propose. 

Mr. Whitbread: — Whatever communication the right honourable 
gentleman may have to make, will come with more propriety after the 
•motion which I shall submit to the House. I do persist, that -if Mr, 
Dundas had been a member of the House. of Commons, and there 'had 
been a motion made for bis expulsion, there would not have been a 
•dissentient voice. IX I possess accuracy suflieient to distinguish between 
the resolutions that have passed, and the measure I now propose, if 
the latter be not carried, I contend he is not punished at all. If he is 
■sensible of remorse, and possesses a broken heart and a contrite spirit, 
he is punished, in one sense, superior to any punishment that can lie 
Inflicted by this House, inasmuch as it is inflicted by a higher hand ; 
•but it behoves us to inflict some ptmitflimont to serve as an example to 
•others. We must take care that no man in his situation- treads in Iris 
teps. There were three parliamentary methods of pursuing delinquents 
of this description: — 1st, Impeachment; 2dly, A bill of pains and pe- 
nalties; 3dly, A removal from all situations of honour and profit, in 
consequence of an address from that -House. What I propose 36 lighter 
•than these. After the order of the day for taking into consideration 
this Majesty’s answer is disposed of, I shall move — u That an humble 
•address be presented to his Majesty, praying that Lord Viscount Mel- 

i 

-ville may be jemoved from all offices of trust and emolument which he 
bolds during the pleasure of the crown, and from his Majesty’s presence 
•and councils for ever.” 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer conceived that the honourable gen- 
tleman would have confined himself, as is usual in sucli cases, simply 
to moving the order of the day in the first instance. IIu should have 
then stated a communication from his majesty, which, perhaps,, in his 
own judgment, as well as that of the House, would have made his mo- 
tion unnecessary. The communication is this: That his hlajesiy has 
been advised that the name of Lord MehUllc should he struck out of the 
fist of the privy council, and that accordingly it would be erased on the 
first day that a council shouldbc held. As soon as the prevailing sense of 
the House was for removing Lord Melville from the privy council, he 
felt it his duty to advise his Majesty accordingly. He could net dis- 
semble, that he felt a deep and bitter pang at being the person to whose 
.lot it fell to execute such a painful duty,- as that of 
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to add to the puhishmcnt of the noble lord.— It was a feeling of which* 

be was not ash tmed—afeelmg he coulJ not separate from his (,o«mn~ 
He could only separate it from lus conduct, when lie thought lie was 
acting on pratcipfes of public duty— a conformity to the <cmb of the 
House, and with a Mew to avoid a discussion, which, if unnecessary, 
could not be le^s congenial to the feelmas of every man m the House, 
than it would be painful to his own He li id reluctantly given his ad- 
vice, and lie was authorised to state, that lus Majesty had determined 
to act upon it [Dm wg the latter part of these observations, the ng'tt 
honourable gentleman, appeared extremely affected] 

Mr Fax congratulated the House and the country upon what had' 
fallen from the right honourable gentleman The cause of justice, he 
said, bad completely triumphed, still be could have wished that the 
erasure of Lord Melville's name from the list of privy counsellors 
had been done m a different manner, and instead of the right honour- 
able gentle/mu collecting the necessity of such a measure from the 
sense of the House by canva«sing individual members, he wished he 
had collected it from the resolutions of the i Oth of April Somfe con- 
versation ensued between Mr Fox, Mr Pitt, &c. Mr Whitbread 
then withdrew his motion 1 

June 1J. The Speaker ha; mg stated that he had received a letter 
from Lord Melville, announcing his readiness to attend and be exa- 
mined relative to the Tenth Report, the Serjeant at Mace wafc dispatch- 
ed to inform him that he might comem, and on entcrm o , a chair was 
placed for him within the bar. 

Ldrd Melville began by observing, that snee the first agitation of the 
subject, he had made e\ try effort to obtain a hearing, but without ef- 
fect that when called before the Commissioue-s of Loquin , be wa4 
■wholly unacquainted with tbt nature of the accounts they | os esstd 
between Messrs Trotter and Coutts , that whenlie applied for on op- 
portunity of making fuller explanations, he was arsnered, that their 
report was before parliament, and they did not think « necessary to 
alter what they had done When the discussion came on, whether 
previous inquiry should be instituted before resolutions were adopted 
against him, he hoped that a Committee would be apjioint ed, and that 
lie might be heai d before them , but m this he was disappointed from 
a difficulty which arose in the other House , and that at length, being 
permitted to explain himself m bis present situation, lie came under 
such restrictions as would not allow him to enter upon his defence He, •* 
however, begged to make some prelmunan remarks , and he began f 
by solemnly protesting that the resolutions of the lioure, which stated 
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t licit lie had connived at the violation of the act of the 25th of the king, 
were erroneous. f;Ie never had any knowledge of Mr. Tioltcis in- 
vesting any navy money in the stocks, of his discounting bills with it, 
of his turning it to purposes of private advantage, and that if .any such 
piacticp had existence, it was altogether without his privity or consent* 
He would therefore confident^' assert, that the evidence of the only two 
persons, Mr. Trotter and Mr. Wilson, who could be supposed to be 
privy to the whole, does not rontain one tittle which could lay any 
foundation fur this charge. With respect to the origin of his connexion 
with Mr. Trotter, lie spoke as follows : — “ When 1 first came into the 
Navy Office, I found Mr. Trotter, who was introduced and recom- 
mended to me, by Sir G. Elliott and Mr. Coutts, with the latter of 
whom he had connexions in the way of business. I soon distinguished 
him for his uncommon activity and diligence. lie was indefatigable in 
detecting and disclosing to me a variety of frauds before committed, in 
withholding the pay of seamen, and different emoluments to which they 
are entitled. I encoumged and suppoited him in the prosecution of 
the parties guilty of these mal-prnctices. I was desirous of going far- 
ther, and, instead of confining the protection of government to the sai- 
lors themselves, of extending it also to their wives, children, and fami- 
lies. In my endeavours to effect this, Mr. Trotter made himself so 
useful, in laying.before me the best arranged plans for producing the 
effect, that I thought him worthy of* being trusted ; and for his unwea- 
ried exertions, on the death of Mr. Douglas, I promoted him to his late 
situation in the office; and, I am even now' read}’ to say of him, that, 
for a great length of years, no public office could have been better con- 
ducted; that during the whole of that time there was not a single in- 
stance of any stoppage or delay of payment to the seamen, and that all 
the balances were fairly accounted for, and tramforicd, without the loss 
of a single shilling to the public. He leceivcd, it is true, an additional 
salary; but that I thought him fully entitled to, for lixs additional exer- 
tions.” lie then 'asserted, that on no occasion whatever had he autho- 
rized Mr. Trotter to draw money from the Bank for his own private 
emolument, and that there is not the smallest evidence to support the 
charge; that lfe only allowed Mr. Trotter to lodge money at private 
bankers for making payments with facility. He acjdcd, that notwith- 
standing tile restrictions he was under, he must say, that the assertions 
contained in the report are false, and in contradiction to tue evidence 
which was givfen. The act of the 25tli of the king, of which he allowed 
be had some knowledge, never intended to make a regular digest of re- 
gulations for the office of Treasurer of the Navy. Its true object was 
to restrain treasurers or paymasters from retiring from office, as had 
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frequently been done before, with largo balances unaccounted for tti* 
ring the whole of Ins own administration, that law was rigidly complied* 
with , and in retiring from office, he has not been accused of retaining 
an) Ini nee whites er He observed that the IIous$ should consider that, 
b< yond tl e- necessary controul of th r * 1 reasurer, lus office is quite distiuct- 
from tint of the paymaster, and that of the pay master general not very 
much connect! d with those of other per=mi$ employed in that depart- 
ment A great deal of money must pa's through the hands of inferior 
officers in di/ft rent parts of the co mtry where the demands arc made. 
Jn lhc month of January last, the pay office was kept open for a long 
time, to mike good small demands, and there were 6,802 payments- 
made m different "urns, from 3l or 41 *o low as 4s 6d , and many o? 
them even to a smaller amount, to supply such sums as different sailors 
were entitled to It therefore,, be obvious, that to answer stn.B nu- 
merous demands, it is necessary to Fiave always a very large sum, cither 
in the iron chustoftiu office, or at some eon\ enient banker's, as it would 
be endless to pay them all by drafts on the Bank of England, specify- 
ing the names of the persons m whose favour they were drawn He 
therefore thought it but f ur and rea'opable that the paymaster should 
derive some advantage from the money placed nr the hands of the pn- 
aate banker, on the mere principle of mutual accommodation — the 
practice was not peculiar to li s vdnnmstration , but had been continued 1 
two years after he leaigned,- and he would contend that it was pre- 
ferable to leaving the money in the Bank in the hands of sub ac- 
countants He eiitered into a detail of the nature of Trotter's em- 
ployment as paymaster; and asserted, that from the nature of the 
transactions between them, it w is impossible for him (Lord Melville) 
to give any preoise explanation He had availed himrelf of the 5th 
clause, not with any view of screening lnmsclf r but for the purpo c c oP 
withholding disclosures, which, as- the facts were connected with thcr 
public service,. it would have bcenextTemely improper for h m to have 
divulged He next adverted to a charge against Him, of Having ordered 
the public money to be laid out for His adv image and Eehoof r wbicb,- 
to the best of lus recollection, he denied This, he remarked, was a 
singular expression, but it was one which was generally used by him* 
when talking of past transactions- A good deal of acrimonious wit* 
hud been expended on tins expression, hut hts literal translation of the 
phrase was, that he bad never given any orders to any such effect He- 
next made an elaborate statement on the situation in which he stood 
with Mr. Trotter, in the course of which, he said, it was impo«*iblc 
for that gentleman to make up Ins accounts, with any degree of cor- 
rectness Personally, he had no means of aiding hint in that way, and 
therefore he stood completely at Mr Trotter’s m wry He enlarged oa 
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Jn\e been toted to Ms Majesty, to strike him from the bat of pnvy- 
council* by stating that be had it in command from the king to inform 
the House that Ins M yesty Ijtid resolved to strike out Lord Melville a 
name on the next meeting of the council* On that occasion Mr Pm 
had been compelled to give such an intimation, ns he vas afraid of 
being out voted by a great majority From the report of the select 
committee, much new matter had come out indeed m Ins mind it 
was of so serious a nature, that the Hou«c would feel It impossible to 
resist the motion for an impeachment, with winch le meant to con- 
clude ^ tor” said lie, “ without receiving satisfactory evidence to 
the contrai} , 1 hesitate not to charge it upon Viscount Melville, that 
the sum of 10 000! was converted to his private use, and aho the 
20,0001 the disposal of which was never explained it is in vain 
for him tb rtpeat as*ertions, that lie acted from the purest motives, 
or to indulge the delusive idea, that his memory will descend to pos- 
terity without a blot, unless he comes forward to trial, and after a full 
investigation, purges himself from ex cry suspicion which non- attaches 
itself to these transactions ” lie then recapitulated the charges con- 
tained in the report and its appendix, and contended that Lord Mel- 
ville ought to have prayed the House to hear him in his defence on the 
first publication of the Tenth Report .At length he concluded by 
moving, “ that it was the opinion of the House, that Lord Melville 
has been^uilty of several high crimes and misdemeanors, and ought to 
be impeached for the same ” 

"Mr Bond thought an amendment to the motion would be proper, 
as the lIou«e seemed* embarrassed ht the present method of proceeding. 
He thought the censure of the House, already passed was n 
grievous punishment, but still there was ground sufficient for a differ- 
ent proceeding He took a view of the charges imputed to Lord Mel* 
■ville, and declared he had no doubt of his criminality, but he sug- 
gested as an amendment, *' that the attorney general be directed to 
commence a criminal prosecution against Lord Melville, founded on 
the offences laid down in the report, ?nd that he be directed Jo stay 
the proceedings in the civil suit jJreadvinslitufed " 

The Master of the Rolls spoke m favour of a criminal prosecution 
rather than the mode propo«ed, but contended that lus lordship hod 
already been sufficiently punished aud the only new point brought to 
light by the select committee wa«, that his lordship had signed a re- 
lease which had been sent to him by Mr Trotter, containing a clause 
for the destruction of vouchers, while « did not appear tf at he was 
aware of this clau«9 His crime was therefore nominaL As to his 

having 



having participated in the gains of Trotter, this was merely suspicion, 
and he did not see how any jury could be justified in drawing such a 
conclusion. In short, after what he had suffered, were he to go to a 
now trial, it would he an event unexampled in the pages of history. 

Mr. H. Brovnc agreed with the last speaker, as he thought that no 
new matter had been disclosed by the solid committee; hut if any 
further means were to bo adopted, he thought that impeachment would 
be more becoming the dignity of the House. 

Messrs. Alexander and Carlxrri^ht spoke stiongly in favour of I.onl 
Melville, and again.-t the motion. 

Karl Temple, Lord llatrti Petti:, the lion. 6‘. (loci t, and Mr. 
P yt this , made many revere anitnadvet sinus on his conduct, and con- 
tended for the impeachment. — At three o’clock the debate was ad- 
journed. 

June 1 C. The order of the day being resumed on the motion for the 
impeachment of Lord Melville, 

Mr. Leicester entered upon a defence of Mr. Wilson, (the gentleman 
who acted under Mr. Trotter, and whom Mr. Canning refined to dis- 
miss,) and contended that it was both candid nud honourable to main- 
tain him in his situation. With respect to Loid Melville, he had no 
scruple in saying, that if this was a motion against him Tor the fist 
time, on all the facts he should not give it a negative, because it 
would be founded on charges to which no satisfactory answer had been 
given. Alluding to the resolutions of the 8th April, he declared lie 
could find nothing in tiie Tenth Report that justified them in stating 
that his lordship had drawn money from the bank for the purposes of 
private emolument; and therefore the proceedings had been prema- 
ture. lie even differed from Mr. Bond, with respect to the criminal 
prosecution ; for a civil action having been commenced, lie thought it 
unjust to attempt greater severity. lie, however, admitted that , the 
account of Lord Melville, of tjie J0,000i. and the half of 23,0001. 
was unsatisfactory, but it appeared that they had been repaid without 
interest, and there was no proof that the public had lost a shilling by 
any transaction in which he had been concerned. As to the release, 
although there were some suspicious circumstances attending it, he 
confessed he should have executed it, without considering the clause 
in it as extraordinary. lie considered what had happened as sufficient 
to deter any person from a similar offence ; and the man who was not 
affected by the disgrace which had befallen his lordship, would not be 
deterred by any thing. _ 
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, Mr fFtlberfonc dissented from the opinion of Mr Leycesfer, and 
was convinced it was necessary to adopt sonic further measure Those 
principles the noble lord laid down to justify his conduct, appeared to 
him infinitely more injurious than the particular acta that called upon 
him for bisdcfcnce, and so far from any thing that fell from him tending 
to justify his conduct, or to prove that the House had been wrong in 
any of the steps adopted with respect to him, it had a direct contrary 
effect on his mind, insomuch, that he conceded it unnecessary to 
argue that the act of parliament was violated, particularly *.s Lord 
Melville received 20001 a year for the express purpose that no private 
use should be made of the'public money Thei e was an inconsistency 
between his speech and his former statement , and the only part which 
appeared to him satisfactory, was his reason for keeping the trea c urer- 
ehip of the navy, viz that he had the ministry of tl e affairs of India, 
10 which he (Mr. Wilberforce) thought bis conduct highly meritorious 
He had heard a person who was governor general of India say, that 
during the whole time he was in pover, Lord Melville never desired 
him to lake a single step that was in the slightest degree painful to his 
feelings In his lordship s defence, Mr W ilberforce confessed he was 
*nost struck with his remark about the 10,0001 and respecting which 
he stated be irould gir eno account to the House, or to any other per- 
son Such a declaration as this would be astonishing, coming from 
any man, but from a man of Lord Melville s knowledge of this coun- 
try, U“laws, its criminal proceedings— one in the habit of making de- 
fences for other pcaple — -that such a man should set up such a defence 
for himself, was so astonishing and pstraordmaiy, that uothing but 
guilt itself could have suggested it ’ — What is it, Says 1 c, but ‘a lay 
down a principle, which, if the House weic to adopt, would put an end 
to the British comtitutiou / — W flit is it but to say, I will be greater 
than the law. I will be above the constitution? — In short, it is a 
libel on the constitution to suppose such a thing \ ill be suffered — it 
would open a door to prodigality and corruption and if it had oc 
curred in the time of Ch irlcs II that profligate monarch would only 
fyive had to S'ly to his minister, that he had spent 40,0001 — wont*-d 
more — and did not chose to give any account of it He admitted that 
his lordship had sustained a severe punishment , but he could not con- 
ceive that, by presenting the resolutions to the throne, the House " as 
prevented from pursuing further steps. fhe jnain question to ask, 

said Mr. Wilberforce, “ is. Whether, on the whole, this motion hav- 
ing been brought fotward, the punishment Lord Melville has received 



is sufficient'; and whether we can, without violating our duty, -vote 
against the Motion? We have traced a large sum of money into the' 
hands of Lord Melville, and he ought to explain what he has done with 
it. If he does not explain, the House ought to call on the justice of 
the nation to follow him. 

Lord Castlcrcagh ardently entreated the House to adopt the Civil 
Process. lie reminded them that Mr. Fox had distinctly stated, .that 
he would be satisfied if Lord Melville were dismissed from his Majes- 
ty’s Councils for ever. With what kind of Consistency, therefore, 

could those Gentlemen who acceded to the Civil Process, now aban- 

\ 

don that cause, and institute a Criminal Proceeding? When the Civil 
Process was recommended, the amount of the sum supposed to have 
been disappropriated was 6°, 000/. ; now, however, that sum was re- 
duced to J 0,000f. He traced the conduct of Lord Melville with re- 
gaid to Mr. Trotter, and inferred, that if he had intended to accumu- 
late a fortunp, he would have established a bank Of his own, and not 
have admitted Trotter to make a loan for him of '20,000 /. Although 
he acknowledged that Lord Melville was unfortunate, yet he did not 
sec any thing at present at all new, to justify Ihe House in its depar- 
ture from the Resolution at first adopted. The object indeed seemed 
to be to punish him piece-meal, a method foreign to the Constitution, 
and repugnant to the feelings of the People. 

Mr. Grey contended, that as the Civil Suit had been forced upon 
the House at the very time when the Criminal method of proceeding 
was proposed, it could not be alledged to have been sought for by those 
who supported the former Motion against his Lordship ; but the pre- 
sent method was perfectly' regular: — it was clear tjmt a breach of the 
Act of Parliament had been proved, and that his Lordship had cor- 
rupt purposes in view. He wished the House to advert to ihe nature 
of the balances remaining in the hands of Trotter. The act jvas passed . 
in 1785, and was to take effect in the month of July, the same }’ear; 
Lord Melville, however, thought it expedient to suspend its operation 
till July 178b, and ip the mean time. contrived to accumulate the 
balances to abopt 104,000/, when at the porresponding peiiod in thp 
preceding year, there was only a -balance of about bf)0/ remaining m 
the hands of Lord Bayning. Qn these balanpes there was proof of 
actual profit having been made and paid to Lord Mplville. Here Mr. 
piev entered into a detail of the vaiious payments made upon the ac- 
counts he had alluded to, which hp stated as amounting in all to about 
7,222/. After a review of various oilier points connected with the 
conduct of Lord Melville, he concluded with observing, that on the ’ 
whole, there was such a mass of evidence contained in the two Re- 
ports, that, he could not doubt that such a complete case of participa- 
' . \ • " • ‘ . tio R 
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fion had berfo made out against Lord Melville as would justify 1 ’ their' 
ms tit u ting 1 d Criminal Ifnpeachrhent 

Pifr R S Dundas thought it but justice to the House 16 remind 
tlibin how much tti6 conduct of his noble relative had beerf misrepre* 
Sente d At the general meetings the most absurd falsehoods were pro- 
pagated, dnd at one of them it had been assented by a person high in 
rank, that the peculations of Lord Melville and Mr f roster were the 
original cause of the various loans and numerous taxes imposed upon 
the people He proceeded to argue that I ord Melville would have 
p (forded every satisfaction to the Commissioners, had he beet) permit- 
ted to have documents * 

Mr Canning made an animated speech against the Motion, in 
which he declared that Lord Melville had received much le«& justice 
m his examinations than a Criminal v*6uld have received at the Old 
Bade) 

Mes^r’ Bathurst and Vans tt tart spoke in favour of the amendment, 
and on a division, thbre nppedred for the Amendment 238, against it 
229 —Majority for the Criminal Prosecution, and against the Im- 
peachment, 9 — Adjoun ed 

June 24 — Mr Leicester, in con fequencc of the motion of 'Mr Bond 
which Stood for the next ddy, relative to the condusiob of tl c transac-* 
tjon respecting Mr Jcllicoc frbm the proceedings a 0 amst Lord Mel- 
ville, ordered by the Ifouse to bd carried on b) the Attorney General, 
|ave notice, that he should to morrow move, that au Impcnchfnent 
against bis Lordship be instituted instead of the Criminal Prosecution 
formerly Ordered 

June2o — Air Levees ter, after some observations from Mr Bopd, ob- 
served, “ That tlie object of his Motion of which he gave nonce yes- 
terday, was, tljat the House should proceed by Impeachment against 
Henry Lord discount Melville, for tbeseveral offences charged ip tho- 
lenth Beport, and that the Attorney General should be directed tq 
Stay the Proceedings directed by the House On the 13th of June ’ 

Mr Band concluded Ins reply, by observing, That the House 
were to determine, whether they would alt dr a decision made ip ouo 
pf the fulldit meetings ever known, and that too upon a notice only 
given twenty (bur hours before the Mdtion ” 

Mr fox made a most able speech on this occasion He remarked, 
that there were now about a hundred and one members fewer than op 
the former division It Appeared as if the Honourable Gentlemen on 
thte other side were fighting the cause of Lo-d Melville inch by inch, 
find he was at a loss to determine tihfethcr such uconduc* proceeded 
from favour toward Lord Melville, or a party triumph of apolitical 
kind, in order, at all events, to screen his Lordship from that degree 
of punishment which the House seemed disposed to inflict He should 
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oiily say* that the decision given on a former occasion was on 6 of the 
most solemn he had ever witnessed. Mr. Fox concluded, by moving 
** That the other orders of the da}' be no.w read," that the matter 
might cither be entirely dropped, or that they might have time to come 
to a deliberate decision by a call of the House being made. 

After other members had delivered their opinions, the house di- 
vided on Mr. Fox’s Motion, Ayes M3, Noes, 166 — Majority 23. 

Mr. For, in the interval, when strangers weir* excluded, moved for a 
Call of the House, but the motion was negatived. 

The Motion for an Impeachment was mwt put and carried without a 
division. 

“While strangers were excluded, Mr. Whitbread was appointed Ma- 
nager of the Impeachment, and directed to go the next day to the 
Lords and acquaint them with the ciieumstanccs. An order was also 
made for appointing a Committee to draw up the articles of the Im- 
peachment. 

Strangers having been excluded a second time from the gallery, 
Mr. Fox, in that interval, contended-iov the necessity of a call of the 
House, for the purpose of considering whether it would not also be 
proper to rescind the vote of that night. — And ho did move that the 
House be called over on that day fortnight. This motion was after- 
wards withdrawn. 

AtTwo o’clock in the morning the House adjourned. 

June 26'. — The Speeder called the attention of the House to Mr, 
Whitbread, who was on his legs, with a paper in liis hand, containing 
the determination optlie House respecting Lord Melville, and ready to 
proceed to the House of Lords. The Speaker having desired that Gen- 
tlemen would be pleased to attend their messenger, Mr. Whitbread, at- 
tended by most of the Members present, proceeded to the House of 
Lords, and on his return acquainted the House that he had been to the 
Lords, and conformably to the Orders of the House had acquainted their 
Lordships of thedetermination,of the House relative to the impeachment 
of Henry Lord Viscount Melville, of .High Crimes and Misdemeanors, 
and that the House would exhibit to theirLordshipsarticlesof thecharge, 
aud make good the same. lie then moved that a committee be ap- 
pointed to prepare -articles of impeachment against Henry Lord Vis- 
count Melvillle. 

On the question being put and agreed to, Lord Tercfple moved that 
Mr. Whitbread be one of that Committee. — Agreed. 

Mr. Whitbread then rose and moved that the following Gentlemen, 
amounting in all to 21, be/appointed members of the said Committee,- 
which was agreed to. 

12 * Mr- 
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Mr Mr Holla,, d 

Gr 'y Mr W. Smith 

Mr Slier,,! m Mr Cakraft 

1 ord H 1‘utj Mr Kmnaird 

I ord M mlium 1 ord Porchester 

Mr Odes Lord A Hamilton 

I ord I oilstone Mr C H Mjnne 

Mr Rune Mr Jtl>ll 

Dr Lawrence Mr Morns 

Mr Crcevry lord Temple 

And Mr Whitbread, whocename was placed at the head oftlie list, 
i his Committee hiving drawn particul ir articles of lmjeachmcnt 
ag-unst I ord Melville, they were presented by Mr Whitbread, at the 
bar of the House of Lord**, on the <?th of July, 

Oa the 4th of March { 1S0(>, Mr Whitbread, rore to state to the 
House, that the Committee appointed to prepare articles of impeach 
ment against Henry Lord Vireount Melville, in the progress of its en- 
quiries had made many new and importantd sedvene , in consequence 
of which, he moved, that the Committee should has e leave to report 
such further information as had come to their knowledge , which being 
agreed to, he immediately brought up the following Report 
“ The Committee appointed todravv up Articles of Impeachment against 
Henry Lord Viscount Melville , and who were empowered to re- 
port such further matters as shall have come to their knowledge, in 
the course of the cvammatipns taken before them, with respect to 
tbeconductcf the said Lord Vi'count Melville, during the time that 
he held the office of Treasurer of Ins Majesty's Jvavy — Have agreed 
to the following report — 4 

“ \ our Comm tice liav e dready reported to the Hou c c several Arti- 
cles of impeachment against Hcmy, Lord t ireount hlflvdle, wl jth 
they considered it their duty to prepare, without dfclay, upon the 
circumstances and transactions disclosed in the Reports referred t» 
them 

“ They have since applied themselves to the further investigation of 
the maitirs contained m those Reports, and having obtained much 
new and material information winch, in the judgment of your Com- 
mittee will make it necessary to prefer an additional article or addi- 
tional article* of impeachment against Lord Melville, they tlunk it 
their duty previously to submit the stune to the consid* ration of the 
II ju«e 

* The attention of your Committee ha* been partici larly direettd 
to a sum oi lOOOOf m vlu i lord Melville ttitul Inn** If t hem 
deb ed to the Navy Pay Office, wl en Mr Iiotttr was / r * a n ted 
«. I y i U % 
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Paymaster, in January, 17S<>. IIow, when, and for what purposes lid's 
sum of 10,000 /. originally came into the possession of Lord Melville, 
is left, by the Reports referred to your Committee, wholly uncertain. 
It was manifest that it must have been received by Lord Melville, prior 
to the appointment of Mr. Trotter; and as the .former Paymaster (the 
late Mr. Andrew Douglas) executed that oflice during the whole of 
Lord Melville’s first Treasurcrship, and so much of the second, as pre- 
ceded Mr. Trotter’s appointment ; your Committee thought it expe- 
dient to dull for, and inspect, all such books, papers and accounts, of the 
late Mr. Douglas, relating to the Navy Pay-Office, as could be pro- 
duced to them. Many of these were found in the possession of his 
widow, and the examination of them has, in the estimation of your 
Committee, brought to light very important matter ; the truth of which 
is confirmed by information derived from other sources; 

“ It is already known to the House, that Lord Melville was first ap- 
pointed Treasurer of the Navy, on the ipth of August, 17S2, and 
that by warrant dated the 23d of October, 17S2, his salary was in- 
creased to the net sum of 4,000/. ‘ in full of all wages and fees, and 
other profits and emoluments heretofore enjoyed by other Treasurers 
of the Navy.’ 

“ It now appears that Lord Melville, on the 20th of August, 1783, 
(the day after he first entered upon his ofiice) constituted Mr. Andrew 
Douglas his Paymaster ; and that on the same day Mr. Douglas paid 
to the account of Lord Melville, at his Bankers’, Messrs. Drummonds, 
the sum of 1000/. But as this advance seems to have been made to 
Lord Melville from the private funds of Mr. Douglas, it is here no- 
ticed by your Committee only to explain in part the subsequent 
. transactions. *- 

“ Your Committee -find, _ that until the 6th of November, 1782, all 
•the money issued from- the Exchequer to the Treasurer o'f the Navy for 
Naval Services, was regularly paid upon his account, as Treasurer of 
the Navy, to the Bank of England, whose clerics appear to have at- 
tended at the Exchequer to receive it. On the 6’th day of November, 
1782, this course of proceeding seems to have been, for the first time, 
'departed trom, there having been on that day 45,000/. issued from the 
Exchequer to the Treasurer of the Navy for Navul Services, of which 
'sum only 40,000/. was paid to his account at the Bank, the remaining 
5,000/. being, by. the Treasurer’s order, deposited by the Paymaster 
•.in an iron chest, then kept in the office cash-room, and called by him 
the treasurer’s iron chest. 

“ On the 22d of the same month, the sum of 50,0001. was issued 
from the Exchequer to the Treasurer of the Navy; of which sum only 

47 , 000 /. 


kww 


47,000/ was 'paid to his -account at if be *Baiik,/tbe remaning -3,0007. 
being placed, -ds< bo fore, iu<thc iron chest. it; s 

“ On the IQ tli of.DeccTiberUrSS, atfurtlier issue of 03,8307 6s lOrh 
tvas made from tbeLxchcquer to tboTrcasurer of the Navy, of which 
only $0/S30/** 6s 10J. was paid to bis account at the Bank, the rcr 
imamihg 3,000/ bang m like manner taken to tlie iron chest. >r 
“ Ou the 2d of iJanuary, >17&3, there was -deposited m the iron 
chest thctfurlber sum of 5,0007 which was that day received from the 
themMr, Welboro Lllis’s ex-treasurersbp* in icpay mptjl of an ad\ancc 
to vhnt amount, whiclrhad been made to that ex-ti easurerslnp from 
■Lord Melville’s account at the Bank, m f compliance vjth a i minute of 
the .Navy Board of the 40th of 'November, 1752. 

“ ,The; -payments made : into this iron chest, on or before the 2d of 
January', J7S3, stand therefore as fojlou ; \iz , 

1782 ,Nov. 6 'Troiii the Kxchqquer.... L 5,000 

, 22 Trom Do. 3,000 

jDec.il*) Prom Do. 3,000 

1783 Jan. 2. Trom Mr.Llhs’sj'frcasurership... 5,000 

♦Making in the w hole. ....... L 1 5,000 f 

“ How this pum of 1 6,000 / «o issued to the Treasurer of the Navy* 
for naval services, and by his order placed in his iron che*l, instead 
of being lddgdd in the Bank, was, m the first instance* disposed of, is 
‘fully explained by the accounts and papers of "Mr. Douglas. 

ec By' ibeseit will appear, that, on the 1 1 tli of November, 1782, five 
'daysaftcrlhe first depositin the iron chest, Mr Dpuglas, the Paymaster, 
delivered td Lord Melt die, upon his receipt, 500/ and on the follow- 
ing day 2,0007 more. On the 22d of the same month, 1,000/. more 
was m like manner delivered by him to Lord Melville, and on the 
-'35 tb, the further sum of 3,000 1 

* “ Orr the Ipth of December followirg, the additional sums of !,OC07 
ahd of 3,000/. were also delivered by the Paymaster, to or for the use « 
Of Lord Melville, upon Ins racejpt, making, with the founer sums, 
JO, 5007, jespcclmg the particulars of which, Mr. Douglas appears to 
have at this time made a statement to, and come to a settlement upon, 
with Lord Melville. 

« On, the- 4th of January, J783, there remained in the iron chesf 
.5,5007 ;"from which tlie sum of 3,0007 was on that day taken and paid 
to Mr. Jelhcoc (thenDeputy Paymaster), towards his office payment*, 
leaving m the chest a residue of only 2,5007, the whole of winch rest- 
?due'Was,on the5lh of April, J/S3, delivered by' Mrl Doughs to Lord 1 
nMehd!e,iiipon las receipt. 

- ,w .Of the 16,0007 w? deposited in the iron chest, it appears, there- 
fore 
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fore, that only 3,000/. wnsaftorwards paid ont for naval services to sub- 
accountants, the’ remaining 13,000/. having been paid to Lord Melville, 


ypon bis receipt, as under ; viz. 

1782. Nov. 11. From the Chest to Lord Melville 500 

J2.' Do - 2,000 

22. Do r 1,000 

25. Do. 3,000 

- - Dec. 1 9 . Do J,000 

— . Do 3,000 

It S3.' April 5. Do 2,500 


Making in the whole L. 13,000 


“ In which sum of 13,000/. Lord Melville thus stood indebted to 
the public, on the 5th of April, 1783. 

On the lOtli of that month, Lord Melville, resigned his situation 
,of Treasurer of the Navy, without having discharged any part of that 
debt, and leaving -the balance of his Treasurer’s account at the bank, 
deficient to the amount of the aforesaid sum of 13,000/. 

“ On the 1 -1 th ,of April, 1783, four days after his resignation, this 
deficiency was further increased, by a draft drawn on that day, by Mr. 
Douglas, upon the then ex-treasurership account at the Bank, for 
10 , 000 /. which though made payable to Mr. Jellicoc, o j- bearer, was 
not, as it appears, deli\ered to Mr, Jcllicoe; but was paid to Lord 
Melville, upon his receipt ; making the deficiency in his ex-treasurer- 
ship account at the Bank, or in other words, his debt to the public, 
amount to 23,00 01. 

“ And accordingly it is found, at the end of the same month, 
yiz. 30th April, 17S3, the office balance against Lord Melville 


was .......... L.8.9, 408 12 3 

And the Bank balance in his favour, only — ...... 6’<5,4()S 12 3 

■ r 

Being deficient by 23,00.0 O O 

“ * -t 


i( The whole of this 25,000/. appears to baveremained due from 
Lord Melville until the 24th of June, 1783, whpn the reduction of it 
was begun by the payment of 1,000/. made by Mr. A. Gray (a clerk in 
the Navy Fay Office) to Lord Melville's ex-treasurership account' at 
fhe Bank. • * 

u Between that and the 31st of July, 1783, several similar payments 
were made by Mr. Gray, and by a commercial house then trading 'under 

7 the 
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the firm of Muir md AtUnson, amounlmg , n Hie trirale to li, wol 
«nd reducing the debt of Lord Melville from 23,0001 to J6001 
The dates dod sums of lliese pa) meats will be seen m tire folio™* 
account. ** 


- Lord Melville 

- - - - Cr 


17S3 l 

1753 


L 

April 14 To Bank bt 

June 2\ 

By Gray 

- 1000 

lanco - - - - 23,000 

July 7 

By AtUr3on 

• 5000 


11 

By Gray - - 

U0O 

* 

12 

By Alkimon - 

Good 


31 

By Do - - - 

2000 




15,400 

- 


By Lalanre 

7600 

2J,000 



23,000 


From the 31st of July, lf83, until after Lord Melville’s re-'vppomt- 
ment to the office, in January, 1784, he remained indebted to the ac- 
count of hw e^ttreisurersliip at the Ranh, m the above sum of 7f>00j 
pnd nt> reduction of it took, place until tbc 13ih of March, 1784, when 
n sum of *20001 was drawn out from ins then second treasurerslnp ac- 
count at the Bapk, Rnd placed to his credit there in the account of his 
first, or ex trea^urership On the 24th of April, 1784, the sum of 
10001 , on the 17th of June, 1784 the sum of 15001,, and on the 
1st of March, 17Sa, another sum of 15001 were m like mauner trans 
ferred at the Bank, from the account of the second to that of the first 
treasurerslnp of I ord Melville, making in the whole 60001 and reduc- 
ing tl e deficiency m the Bank balance t f his first treasurerslnp to the 
gum ot tCOOl but at the same time creating one of GOOOl in the Bank 
glance of his second treisurersbip , o that }be gross amount of thp 
public money withheld by Lord Melville Uom the Bank, in this res 
) ect, «till remained the «ame, viz 7 G00|, 

It appears however, that in the mean time, on the 20th of August, 
J7b4, Mr Dough 6 , the paymaster, drew from the account of the *e 
pond treasurershtp at the Bank, the suip of 20001 for the u*c of Lord 
Mel>iUe , and on the 2oth of May, 1783, a similar transaction took 
place to the same? mount, by which means B°rd Melville became on 
that day indebted to the account of his second treasurerslnp at thp 
Bank, as well in the sum of 60001 before stated to have been tran - 
ferred froip it to the account of the first treasurerslnp, as m the sum 

. -t 
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" . \ ^ r \ i ' * 

of 40001. drav# from' it for private use, making together the sum of 

fo,oool. 

“'The whole of this sum of I0‘,000l. and also the slim of ifiool. due 
to the account' of the- first treasurership; continued uhpaid by Lord' 
Melville, until the 6'th of October, 1?S5, when the 10,000i. deficiency 
Was redbced'to 90001. by a payment of l'OOOl. (then d'ue to Iloid Mel- 
ville for a' quarter's -salary) being made to the account of tlie second 
treasurership at the Bank. From that' time, until after the* death of 
Mr. Dbuglks, ih Dec. 178.), and the appointment of Mr. Trotter* tb 
succeed* him; in Jan. 17S(J, the deficiency continued unaltered ; and 
tlier£ Was due'frorrt Lord Melville to* the public KiOOll in respect of his 
first or CK-treasurCndiip, and 90001. in respect of Ins' second treasurer- 
ship, making together the sum of 10$OG1. Upon this statement it is 
evident, that Loul Melville had 1 in his hands, when Mr. Trotter was 
appointed Paymaster, 10,600). of tlie public money, which had been 
withdrawn ‘from the Bank, and that tiie'sum of l’0,000l. which Lord 
Melville told Mr. Trotter was due from him to the account' of the' se- 
cond treasurership, was- not a debt arising from any Specific sum taken 
from that 5 or the former treasurership, but wits,' with the addition of 
600U the undischarged * residue of 27,0001. taken by him at’ several 
times from the public' money ; 23,0001. of it being originally taken 
from the issues to the first treasurership, and the remaiiiiitg 4000U 
being taken from those madb to the second'. 

“ At' uliat' times, and under what circumstances, tlie sums composing 
this 27,0001. originally came into ’the possession of Lord Melville, yoiir 
committee have thus been'able to ascertain! For “wlitit further pur- 
poses they' were withdrawn, and what uses Lord' Melville afterwards 
y trade of them, they cannot, in every pat ticular, at' present hilly state to 
the House. B’ut'a'pait is found tb have been paid’tb Lord Mblvjlle’s 
private account at ltjs bankers’, Messrs. Drummonds, and 10001. to 
have been applied on the 19th of December, 1782, in repayment of 
the sum 1 before'; stated 1 to lia\e been advanced tb his lordsliip by Mr. 
Douglas, tlid day after his first' appointment' to the office.’ Other sums 
appear to have foj nyet} "ubnis pf account between Lord Melville and 
Mi .‘Gray, who, -as already observed'; was a cleik in the Navy Pay- 
Office, ! and' was, 'as your'eommittee are ihfopnedj ih tlie frequent habit' 
pf 1 making pppdiiiary- advances toT.ord Melville. ' 

“ The’ application of tlie large sum of 10,0001. which was withdrawn 
dll the 4'4tll'df 'April,' 1783, 'by‘ a' ’draft in' favour -of Mr. Jeffiebej youc 
eOirfmittee- llaVo 'been able to pace';- and'it appears' to have' been used 
fey Lord* Mel Wile as’ m loan to the hous'e of'Mbir and Atkinson, witli 
“ m whom 



yr om he kept an account, and who appear tt> have bfc-n at that tifpe 
in need ot assistance.— This advance will be found to have been more 
than discharged before the end of three months, by the re-payments 
tpade by that house on the 7 th and 12 th of July, 1723, to Lord Mel* 
^lilt's ex-treasurersbip account at the Bank, 

“The use made of some of the smaller suras withdrawn, your com* 
miltee have not jet di«cover«l ,,but being strongly impressed with the 
importance of the facts now laid before the House, and apprehensive 
that the articles pf impeachment,, which were prepared before they 
were in’posppssiqn of tjiis information, are not so framed as to admit 
full evidence of all the circumstances herein detailed, they have en- 
deavoured to discharge their duty, by stating them \o the House, as the 
grqund of a further article, to be added to those already preferred ” 

On the 7 th of March, hfr. Whitbrcqd moved the order of the day, 
for taking this report into cop^tdefatiop, which being agreetf to, be said 
he should be as unwilling, as he thopgbt it piust be unnecessary, to 
take up the time of the House, by any observations, for the purpose of 
inducing them to concur in the report of the committee, and the mo- 
tion he had to submit to them. But although the fapts evidently spokp 
for themselves, he thought it right to fay a few words respecting the 
jnocje of proceeding adopted by the comuiittep. AH must agree, that 
the information which last came to the knowledge of tjie committee, 
could not be withheld from the House of Common* 5 , especially a? it 
formed a new pubjpet of primmation, to a greater extent thai) the for- 
mer one They discovered, t)iat, dupng the time Mr Douglas was 
paymaster. Lord Melville had acknowledged, ‘hat he owed arrears 
from his first treasurer&bip, Jo the amount of } 10,0001. wjnch had not 
been applied to public purpose? , that hi? lorcHup remained a debtor 
to the public in the interval of the time that he wa? out pf office j that 
he was debtor even at the time that he brought m Ins bill, and all the 
ttme that be continued in office, afjer the passing of the act. Some 
gentlemen were of opinion, that this additional charge might be in- 
cluded in tl]e first article qf impeachment ; but, op the other hand, it 
,xvas thought rattier unlair, a? it had not ficen offered at the time the 
impeachment was adopted The committee had not, he paid, receiv- 
ed this information till two {fays before the end ot tbp last session; 
they’ continued to sit every previous jk*J- On the first day of this 
^s css ion, Lord Melville put in his answer, before the committee had 
gone through the laborious investigation which was accessary to get at 
the whole of these tran*aetipns. He was aware, that there was not, pt 
least m modem times, any precedent of a fresh article being presented 
’ af Cf 



dfter an answef wa9 f>xit in, but it could scarcely be contended, that 
the want of precedent could preclude the right of the commons of 
(5 reat -Britain; for otherwise, a general answer, put in at any time,' 
would prevent them from proceeding any fdrtheh All that he had 
to add was, that he had the pleasure to inforrri them, that a? 
soon as Lord Melville should put in his answer to this additional arti* 
cle, the committee would be ready to proceed to trial on the earliest 
-day the lords should appoint for that purpose. He then moved, 
“ that the impeachment committee be directed to prepare an addi- 
tional article of impeachment against Henry Lord Viscount Melville; 
upon the matter contained irt the said fCport , '- = -which was agreed to. 

Mr. Whitbread, a short time afterwards; brought up the report of 
the committee, containing the additional article alluded to. It charg- 
ed, in substance, that Lord Melville was appointed to the office of 
Treasurer of the Navy in 1782, and that while in that office, from that 
time to the 5th of January, 1804-, and afterwards to the 1st of January, 
1786, he, at various times, took different sums of the publid money; 
to the amount of 27,0001. which he fraudulently and illegally con- 
verted to his own use, or to other corrupt purposes; and that he con- 
tinued to do so during his treasurership, contrary to the act of parlia- 
ment proposed-by himself* 

Mr. Percival disclaimed any wish of obstructing the course of the 
proceeding now proposed ; he wished to suggest it as all object for the 
Consideration of the gentlemen composing the committee, as they ac- 
knowledged this was the first time of presenting an additional article ' 
after an answer had been put in, whether it might not be an obstruc- 
tion to it in another House, which might at least be productive of 
delay ? ‘ 

Mr. Whitbread replied, that the possibility of such an objection did 
not escape the attention of the committee, but the reason of the thing 
Was so obvious, that an obstruction of that kind was'scarcely to be ex- 
pected. However, if the lords, on that account, should think proper 
to reject it, the House would then have to' consider what further steps 
Should be taken, and might prefer a fresh impeachment, which it would 
not be in the power of the other House to reject. 

The report was then ordered to be taken into further consideration 
,bn the loth, and to be printed. 

Accordingly on that day Mr. Whitbread moved the order of the day, 
for the further consideration of the report of the committee on the 
further article of impeachment of Lord Viscount Melville; which being 
' ead, he moved, “ that the said article be one other of the article* 
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V'hom lie kept an account, and who appear tt» have b£n at that tifr^e 
m nf'edot assistance — This advance wiii be found to have been morq 
than discharged before the end of three months, by the re payments 
made by that hou«e on the 7tli and 12th of .July, 17B3, to Lord Mel 
Mille s e\ treasurcrship account at the Bank, 

* The use made of some of the smaller sums withdrawn, jour com- 
miltee have not yet discovered , but being strongly impressed with the 
importance of the facts now laid before the Hou«e, and apprehensive 
that the articles pf impeachment, which were prepared before they 
were in possession pf tjns information, are not so framed as to admit 
full evidence of all the circumstances herein detailed, they have en- 
deavoured to discharge their duty, by stating them Jo the House, as the 
grot nd of a further article to he added to those already preferred * 

On the 7th of March, fl/r IVhtbrcad moved the order of the day, 
for taking this report into cop^idepatiop, which being agreerj to, he said 
he should he ns unwilling, ns be thought it jnust be unnecessary, to 
take up thp time of the House, by any observations, for the purpose of 
inducing them to concur in the report of the committee, and the mo- 
tion he bad to submit to them But although the facts evidently spokp 
for themselves, he thought it right to say a few words respecting the 
xtiotje of proceeding adopted by the committpp All must agree, that 
the information which last came to the knowledge of the committee, 
could not be withheld from the House of Commons especially as if 
formed anew subject of pranmtion, to a greater extent thaq the for- 
mer one They discovered tfiat, during the time Mr Douglas was 
Paymaster, Lord Melville bad acknowledged, that he owed arrears 
from his first treasurership, to the amount of 10 0001 «hich had not 
been applied to public purpose?, that hi? lord hip remained a debtor 
to the public in the interval of the time that he was out pf office , that 
be was debtor even at the time that lie brougl t in his bill, and all the 
time that he continued m office, afjer the parsing of the act Some 
gentlemen were of opinion, that (his additional charge might be in- 
cluded in the first article qf impeachment , but, op the other hand, it 
was thought rather untair, as it had not Jicen offered at the tune the 
impeachment was adopted The committee had not, he ?atd, receiv- 
ed this information till two days before the end of the last session, 
they continued to sit every previous day On the first day of this 
session, Lord Melville put in hi? pnswer, before fhe committee had 
gone through the laborious {n'CSlfgadon which was pcf cssary to get at 
the whole of tlicje tramaetipns He w as aware, that there was not, at 
least in modern times, any precedent of a f esh crtic/c being presented 



lifter an answef was pxit in, but it could Scarcely be contended, tbdt 
the want of precedent could preclude the right of the commons of 
(treat Britain; fot otherwise, a general anssver, put in at any time,' 
would prevent them from proceeding any further. All that he had 
to add was, that he had the pleasure to inforni them, that a? 
soon as Lord Melville should put in his answer to this additional arti- 
cle, the dommittUe would be ready to proceed to trial on the earliest 
■day the lords should appoint for that purpose. He then moved, 
xc that the impeachment committee be directed to prepare an addi 1 
tioual article of impeachment against Henry Lord Viscount Melville; 
upon the matter contained iri the said report”— which was agreed to. 

Mr. Whitbread, a short time afterwards; brought up the report of 
the committee, containing the additional article alluded to. It charg- 
ed, in substance, that Lord Melville was appointed to the ofiice of 
Treasurer of the Navy in 1782, and that while in that office, from that 
time to the 5th of January, 180d, and afterwards to the 1st of January, 
1786, he, at various times, took different sums of tlie public money; 
to the amount of 27,0001. which he fraudulently and illegally con- 
verted to his own use, or to other corrupt purposes; and that he con- 
tinued to do so during his treasufership, contrary to the act of parlia- 
ment proposed->by himself. 

Mr. Percival disclaimed any wish of obstructing the course of the 
proceeding now proposed ; he wished to suggest it as an object for the 
Consideration of the gentlemen composing the committee, as they ac- 
knowledged this was the first time of presenting an additional article ’ 
after an answer had been put in, whether it might not be an obstruc- 
tion tp it in another House, which might at least be productive of 
delay } 

Mr., Whitbread replied, that the possibility of such an objection did 
not escape the attention of the committee, but the reason of the thing 
was so obvious, that an obstruction of that kind was'scarcely to be ex- 
pected. However, if the lords, on that account, should think proper 
to reject it, the House would then have to' consider what further steps 
should be taken, and might prefer a fresh impeachment, which it would 
not be in the power of the other House to reject. 

The report was then ordered to be taken into further consideration 
,On the loth, and to be printed. 

Accordingly on that day Mr. Whitbread moved the order of the d ay, 
for the further consideration of the report of the committee on the 
further article of impeachment of Lord Viscount Melvill • ’ ' 1 Ving 

ead, he moved, “ that the said article be one qt 
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agmust the said Lord <1 iscomit Jildville '’-Ordered -die aLo, moved 
‘Sthat tht $aid article -be engro«3ed , and that the commute be ap- 
pauiled to draw up 6aid article, and to exhibit any further articles^ 
and that the said Lord >Y scount Melville may ,be put to answer the 
same, and the committee to .prepare a elapse for that purpose/’— 
Ordered 

■* then brought tip’theoluuse, which was >Tead twice, and ordered 
to be engross d (with the article of impeachment, 11 he article, being 
the 10th, i\-a«s then brOQgbt up, -read, agreed to, and sent to the Lords 
by Mr V lntbread 

A message was -sent on the JMtli of March, /rom the Lords, to in- 
form the Ilau^e tbj*t tin ir lordships had .sent the House a true copvof 
thfe ahswer of Henry L°rd Vi«coilnt Melville, to the firtlur article of 
Impeachment, being the JOth, charging the said Lord \ i-count -Mcl- 
\ille with high crimes and misdemeanors 

>f he nii*wer was read on the motion of Mr V lntbread It protected 
against the said 10th article, os an unprecedented matter not before 
known hi the j ractice of j arliatncnt, but reserving to himself the be- 
nefit of, jic, ’] he .said llenry Lord Viscount Melville, in answer to 
the said article ^aith, that he is no way guilty of the high enmes, &.C, 

1 ud to Ins charge, and this he is ready to prove, as the House -may 
direct. 

f Mr JI In thread then moved, that tins said answer he referred to the 
committee for conducting the impeachment, to consider the wme, 
and report the ir opinion to the House, as to what is further to he done 
in the blames" — Ordered 

The honorable member mimednlely brought up the report, winch 
Was a replication from the committee *o the answer , m which they 
jeply, ift the name of themselves and the whole of the Commons of Jhtf 
united empire, and say, that the said Henry Lord Vi'rount Mel- 
ville, is guilty of the said charges, and tint they arc ready to prove 
the *amc 

It was then ordered, that the Batd replication be the replication of 
the Commons to the answer of Lord Viscount Melville, and fhat it 
be uigfos'cd 

On the C5tU, Mr, V lntbread, attended by several members, ap- 
peared nt the bar of tl e House of I ords and presented, Hi the name 
of the Commons of Gttat Britain and -Ireland, in parliament in- 
tied, tliur replication to the answer of Henry Lord \ ucount Melville 
to the articles of impeachment exhibited against him , and in which- 
tiny uvtr, that the said \ tscount Melville is guilty of the high ernm-s 
3 and 
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and .misdemcnhors therein charged ; ,an<Mhat the Commons .were ready- 
to .prove the same. . , 

The replication .of the -Commons, after being read from ,thc wool* 
sack, was ordered to lie on the table, 

Earl Fitzxoilliam moved, * £ that 'their lordships xlo appoint a .time 
to .hear Henry Lord Viscount Melville at the 'bar, of 1110X101150/' 

This,, on the question being put, was, after a few words .from .the 
Earl ofltadnor, respecting the form of proceeding, ordered .accord? 
ingly. 

Earl rilzioilliam then moved, “ that Ilcnry .Lord Viscount Melville 
be tried at the bar of the House, on the 2.9 1 h pf April next, at eleven 
o’clock in the forenoon.” 1 

His lordship also moved, “ that a message be sent to the Commons*- 
acquaintmg them with such ordcr-of the House; and to require them 
to appoint a committee, &c. for conducting the said impeachment/'— 
Ordered. 

OnlheQSth Lord Gran illc, after adverting to the recent commu- 
nication from the House of Commons, respecting the approaching 
trial.of Lord Melville, observed, that on that occasion he believed all 
- their lordships had but one object in view, namely', the attainment of 
substantial justice with respect to all the parties concerned' At the 
same-time, Lo- consider the best, the most satisfactory, and, above, all, 
ihe niost speedy means, consistent with the .great ends of, justice in 
which ,that could be attained; they had not only to consider the re- 
gards of justice, f with respect to the persons and individuals concerned, 
the prosecutors as well as the accused,; but those of the /country or 
the public, and the character and honour of that House. In these 
views, one of the first considerations that presented itself, was that of 
• dispatch; which should 'be attended to as much as was possible, conso- 
nant with the primary .object of the attainment of justice.— Many of 
the. considerations to which he, adverted could, not regularJy.be brought 
under ,tlieir Lordships’ view ; ’they might be discussed at subsequent 
opportunities, or be, if, deemed more advisable, .referred to thef.gonsL 
deration of the committee already appointed to .enquire respecting t!h? 
usage, and practice of the House on former .cases of .impeachment ; and 
more especially, respectiiig.the.most expeditious mode of proceeding with 
the trial. What he, should in^lie, present instance .move their lordships 
upon, more immediately grew out pf the communication recently in ad e .at 
their *bar. He was aware of the strong objections which were urged 
■ upon the occasion of thq.iast impeachment, -which came before their 

lordships 



Wslifps for trial ; wliat lraci been said respiting tbc grtaf delays in. 
Tol\pd in that proceeding ; the enormous expences which those induc- 
ed, were heavier than any which would have been imposed on the ac- 
cused, had he been found guilty; though, by oth$r means, those e\4 
petices v. ere prevented from falling heavily upon In trf. It was incum- 
bent on that House, to take care that, in no future case, ground for sw* 
tnilar objection should arise, at least as far as it was in theit- lordships* 
power to avoid it. One great means of counteracting this was, he re- 
peated, to avoid all delay as much as possible; and to guard against 
this, one of the most efhcacious means was, that their lordships, pend-,, 
mg the trial, should be ftgularly summoned, and proceed with jt from 
day to day. A mode which, he believed, would tend more to avoid 
vexatious delays, tliah any other that could be proposed ; and lie ex- 
pressed his hope, that whatever resolutions their lordships might come 
to in these respects, would be firmly adhered to, and particularly that 
no business whatever, public or private, shoulJ be suficred on any day 
to precede the trial. A mode, m which the opinion of the judges aho, 
when necessaiy, might be more'expeditiouslj obtained, than that used 
formerly, may, he thought, he suggested; but these points, he repeat- 
ed, might be considered on a future daj , or referred to the committee, 
which still existed , the great consideration which he then endeavoured 
to impress their lordships with, was, that substantial justice should 
certainly be done, hut in the speediest mode practicable. His lord- 
* ship concluded by moving, “ An address to lus Majesty, praying that 
be would be graciously pleased to give directions to prepare a proper 
place m Westminster llall for the trial of Lord Viscount Melville* 
Ac.” 

On the que e tton being put. 

Earl Stanfnpc expressed Ins coincidence in opinion with the noble 
lord, that everv del ij should, as far as possible be avoided, and 
one of the best Inodes, he thought, to avoid delay, would bt, that 
when a question should ansi, their ]ord<lups, instead of immediately 
cdjoufhing to the chamber of parliament, to take tin. un*e of thd 
House upon it, should stay and hear farther evidence upon the trial, 
before tbej cime to a decision upon such question. With respect to 
the allusions imde to the trial of Mr Hastings, and the attendance of 
tl^- judges thereon, he observed, it was the only case, he believed, on 
winch the judges walked, and the trial <tood still. 

The question was then nut, and the address moved by Lord Gren- 
ville immcdiftfclv agreed to bj their lord'hips. 


On 
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On the l&b of April, tlic Earl of Dartmouth (Lord Chamberlain), 
acquainted the House of Lords that his Majesty, -pursuant to their 
lordships’ address, had been pleased to give directions for the fitting 
up a proper place. in Westminster Hall, for the trial of Lord Viscount 
Melville ; pn which Lord Grenville moved that a message be sent to the 
Commons to acquaint that House w-ith the circumstance, which was 
ordered and dispatched accordingly. 
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•TRIAL 

• t 

- OF 

LORD DISCOUNT MELVILLE, &c. . 
• 1 FIRST DAY. 

TUESDAY, APRIL C9T1I, 1 SOG. 




, i. ITIS example of national justice, exhibited in West- 
minster: Hall, was attended with ’ all Mlie; pomp and 
solemnity suited to the dignity 'of the Accusers, to the 
Tank of the Defendant, and to the splendor of the august 
'.tribunal of. .‘the British, Peerage. ' f j... 

...The,- Kobility, followed..by the , Princes of the Blood 
; -Royal,.. and-; .the train: , terminating .with The -Heir Appa- 
■rent of '.‘the. Throh'e; - entered the , Hall , .about noon : 
tliey wbre 1 all habi ted i ti; the- ful 1 robes o fthei r respecti ve 
Yanks: 5 ia Wheh ‘ they- had taken. Aheir place asassigned 
‘by 'tnef J^i*yjjgi|jalj ( Kibg. " at ,A riris, ’ the ' berjeant at. Arms 
.arrayed-i tip his 'costume -of ; office, , supporting the mace 
.made proclamation in the foUowing : \vords :• _ • >. ■ 

OyezrLOyezL Oyqz ! - : \ . • : 

j “ OUT’ ‘Sovereign- Lord the King doth ' strictly charge 
'and' trdimnahd ; all manner of persons to keep silence oh 
'pain.. of imprisonment,. ' . j, , . . 

* J AjWhbreas, diverse. charges for high crimes and. mis- 
. demeanors, -.have been , exhibited, by .’certain Citizens, 

■ Bnrgessesj and others, ! in- the name, of themselves, and 
•of all the Commons of the Dinted Kingdom of Great 
Britain ’.’arid Ireland, against Henry Lord Viscount 
Melville’ .all., person's!; concerned, are hereby required 
.to take. notice, .that he.noif stands; Upon his trial, and 
•they may ;come forth to. .make good the same charges.” 

. - yMr. Rose,- junior Clerk of the House of Lords, Then 
Yead 'tbe' Teri Charges, to which Lord Vise o u nt Melville 
Jilekded Nbt : Guilty. ' ’ 1 .- :i . 
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ARTICLES, ' 


Exhibited by the Knights, Citizens, and Burgesses, in Par- 
liament assembled , in the name of themselves and of all the 
Commons of the United Kingdom of Great liiitatn and 
Ireland, against Henry Pistounl MelvitU, m •maintenance 
of their Impeachment against him for Jhgh Crimes and 
Afisduiteanoi s. * 


HCUEAS the office of Treasurer of his Majesty's Navy fs 
£n office of hit»Kj trust and confidence; in the ifaithful and 
incorrupt c\ecunon whereof, ; the ( sub}ccts' of ,thi$ kingdom 
arc most deeply interested: And whereas the ancient Constitution 
of the saul office ofTrcasutcr of the Navy, and of other offices 

• ** I _ , 1 _.J 1' if *t> L»*- 


and stating the accounts therein particularly mentioned^ and also 


* into and report upon the public accounts by the saul Acts referfc^ 
to then examination, iaml did discover and poipt out various 
' abuses in many of the public offices entrusted with the receipt and 
etfpentfmn'c of public mitney, and in particular in the office of 
i the Treasurer of his Majesty’s Na\y, and did propose and re- 
, commend sundry good and wholesome provisions and regulations 


the officus or persons employed under him; for depriving min 
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and them of all opportunity of using and misapplying the public 
money to private purposes, and thereby exposing the same to’ the 
risk of loss ; for making the Bank of England the sole place of 
.deposit for the same; for lemoving, from thenceforward, all 
temptations and inducements to applications for more public mo- 
ney than was necessary for the public service ; for preventing all 
unnecessary delay in passing the public accounts of the Treasurer 
ol his Majesty’s Navy, and in restoring to the public the balances 
remaining in his hands: and wheieas the House of Commons 
having taken the reports of the said commissioneis into conside- 
ration upon the- 19th day of June, 1782, did (among dther things) 
resolve, that some regulations ought to be adopted for the put pose 
of lessening and keeping down the balances which appeared to 
have usually been in- the hands of the Treasurer of the Navy; 
and did further declare their opinion, that from thenceforward the 
Paymaster Geneial of his Majesty’s Land Forces, and the Trea- 
surer of the Navy for the time being, should nor apply any sum 
or sums of money imprested to them or either of- them, to any 
purpose of advantage or interest to themselves, either ditectly or 
indirectly. ' , J - 

“ And whereas, for the more effectually carrying into execution 
the said resolutions of the House of Commons, his Majesty, by 
warrant under'his Rojal Sign' Manual, bearing date the 22d day 
June, 1782, was most graciously pleased to' augment the income 
,of the Right Honorable Isaac Barre, as Treasurer of his Majes- 
ty’s Navy, and , to add thereto the sum of 2,1 501/ that the said 
income might in future amount to 4,0001.' which his Majesty was 
then graciously pleased to giant to the said Isaac Bane, clear of 
all deductions, in full satisfaction of all wages and fees and other 
profits and emoluments theretbfore enjoyed by former Tieasurers 
of his Majesty’s Navy: and whereas by Letters Patent healing 
date’ the 19th day' of August,’ 1782, ’his 1 Majesty was graciously 
jpleased ’to give and grant unto the Right Honorable Heniy Dun- 
das, now Lord Viscount Melville, the' office of TietlSuier of his 
Majesty’s Navy Royal and Ships, and Receiver General of all 
sums 'of money appointed, or from time to time to be appointed, 
and payable for the support, maintenance, and reparation of 1 his 
Majesty’s Navy Royal and Ships; for eruptions' and provisions 
'.appertaining to, ana necessaiy for' the said navy and ships, and 
for wages, salaries of officers, servants, and other persons tvhat- 
- ever, belonging to the said -Navy or Ships, or any other matter 
, or thing whatsoever in any manner touching oi concerning the 
Navy Royal or Ships ; and for the exercise and occupation of the 
said office, and for and m satisfaction of all wages and fees of 
three-pence of lawful money for every pound to be received and 
paid by the said Henry Dundas, by vii tue of liis said office, his 
Majesty was further graciously pleased to give and gi ant unto 
him by the said Letters Patent, an annuity m yeatly payment of 
% 0001. ' J 

A 2 
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^And whirtis ^he'.'pid. lie, 4’ fLoni.yiVcoum *Meiv lllc i e pr?. 


dr ■. • , 

, P r • ■ ■ 

than theKmrijof >l,S5Q 1 -_in_fcat^ 
his (Majetfyy, by warrant und ' 
date the 23 d tfa\, .October* i 
■clart* that rbeiiocpme^of^hc, . 


»o^ui.;Liie miu m- 
. {{\nrljtts ^h]es[y 
“ -owef ^|ic taid JJenry L<pd 
u,oF, cit > tnomeft as - were 
■ * i/iej/iayi^s ohfiis .caslucn, 
Y • *i * * ,v 



enjoyed the said office of/J r.* * * » 

iheTsajd iletjendpatcnt* front] tliCjSaul jgthuuy oi^Aiigim, 
until the loth ejay of Apiil,*i7 t 83* „v ■* }l 1 % *■ »'• f , , 
*■ ’ * ' • hr »<»»/*«: r iffnr. nearimr cate tjie’fiffi day of 

., ■ •..**.■•■• ■ < . >t«l again to give 

i ■ • : ■ ■ Melville the said 

office ot-i rc.it mu rti in* ’ - : - 

„the said ffiihicr letters patent) of the 
upmr a >stipilar Representation .mar 

said Henry, Lord Vivcotmt* Ml ' ““ '** m tus 

Majesty as that *hcreinb*pfon * »dy 

pleased, by warrant under h ‘ late 

the i6th day of January, 17$ >a«l 

office of Treasuier.of the N of 

^Sa^l.'.fis. />J. ini order to make the annual income of the said 
office, amount to .the said sum of 4,000!. and which said income 
Jiis Majesty was thereby graciously pleased to grant to the said 
Henry Lord Viscount Melville, clear ofall deductions, in. full 
Satisfaction of all wages and fees, and other profits and emolti- 
4 ments 
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talents ' {Heretofore enjoyed ;by former 'Treasurers : of the Navy, 
and to secure and provide - for the" due’ payment, thereof in like 
'manner as in' the said former 'warrant of the' 23d' day of October, 
1782, -is provided: ’’ . ; • : 1 ■' " ” 

“ And" whereas the saidHbnry LordViscount Melville, under 
and by virtue,' of the said' last-nientioned letters patent, held anti 
enjoyed '.the said office of Treasurer of his Majesty's Navy, from 
1 he said 5 th day, of January, \j78q, until the 31st day of May, 
1800:'.', j! ' ' ; • • 

’“ And whereas on* the 17 th day of Fehruaiy, . 178,5, the Mouse 
jpT Commons ordered that leave slibuld be given to bring in a 
bill for better regulating the office . of.' the Treasurer of his Ma- 
jesty’s jNayy',' and ./that" (together .with other members’ of'thc said 
■ House of, 1 Com’mbnsj Mr. Henry Dundas, now Lord Viscount 
Melville,' should prepare and ’bring in the same; and, in 'pursu- 
ance -of the said , older, the said Henry Lord Viscount Melville, 
on the 29th’ Hay of April, 1 1785, did present tp the Mouse of 
‘Common’s a Bill/ for 1 better regulating the office of the Treasurer 
-'..of .his .Majesty’s Navy.; and the'said Bill having passed the Mouse 
,bf ..-Commons/- was, in pursuance of an order of that House car- 
ried ifiy the^. said .Henry Lrii'd Viscount 'M Clvilltf to the House' of 

T ni flc 1 - tn ivlitrh ‘Bill ho Tin tile' nn mri nf the H hiiktf hf 'Orimtnrin 



.4thV.ahd'.^th, Sections'are 'as' follow : y ' ‘v.ytf 

n *7 is't.jS'ecfibn,,' “ "Whereas it appears by the reports made by thd 
jcbmmissjphers appointed to examine, take, arid state the public 
accounts of the kingdorii, that regulations’ are 'necessary for' bet- 
"ter conducting "the business' in. the department of, the Treasurer 
of the Navy: Be it therefore eri'acted by' the King’s Most Excellent 
‘Majesty; by. and with the advice and consent of'thc Lords’ Spi r 
ritual and Temporal, ' and Commons, in this present Parliament 
assembled, and by,. the authority of .the.saule, that frOm and after 
. the .first day , of July, 178,5, .the, Treasurer of his Majesty’s 'Navy- 
Tor the time being, in all ’Memorials to - be . by ‘fii.ni’ presented to 
the, Treasury *fpr money for iiavy services, 1 shall pray that such 

Rlim Hr* rAV ’lYl ’icci I f*A Vn tliri! ^^A -rr 


'caui mcuiuiiai a copy or me icicer { or,iercers irpm {r me 
' sioriers of the Navy,' Victualling, and Sick and M urt Boards, di- 
recting hini' to 'apply for Such sum or sums ; in which letter, or 
letters the. said Gohmiissioriers shall, and they are hereby' required 
' and. directed to specifyforf what particular service or services the 
1 said money ; is wanted,' and shall also state the balances then in 
- the hands of : the Treasurer of the Navy 1 under each head. of ser- 
vice respectively ; and the Comrnissioriers of his .Majesty’s Trea- 
sury for the time being, by their letter frobri rime to tithe, shall 
'' " . dir- 
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•* “ 
direa the Auditor of the Exchequer to issue to the Governor 
■arul Company of the Bank of England, on account of the Ttea- 
surer qf his Majesty’s Navy, naming such Treasurer for ’the time 
being, the sum for which such fetter shall be drawn upon the 
unsatisfied order at the' Exchequer, jin favour of the said Trea- 
surer, for which the receipt of the Cashier or Cashiers of the said 
Governor rind Company shall be a sufficient discharge ; and -all 
sums for which letters of the Commissioners of his Majesty’s 
Treasury shall be drawn, sfiall be issued ro the Governor and 
Company, of 'the Bank of England in like manner as they base 
been heretofore issued to the Treasurer of his Majesty's Navy ; 
and all such monies to be issued to the Governor and Company 
of the Bank of England shall be placed on an account or ac- 
counts loj he raised in the books of the Governor and Company 
of the said Bank of England, and to he intituled, * The Account of 
the Treasurer of his Majesty’s Nat y,’ inserting the name of such 
Treasurer for .the time being, for. the pav-branch, cashier’s 
• »--■* -- - „r . j. 


services respectively*’* ^ < r 

- 3d Section.— “ And be itvfut * ■ • • ’ «'-**■- J * fi - 

the »st day of July, ^785, no m ■ 

shall be issued from his Majesty 

the Navy, or shall be placed or directed to be placed in his hands 
or possession ; but the same shall be issued uqd directed to be 
paid by the Governor and Company of the Bank of England,* and 
to he placed to the accounts above-mentioned, according to the 
services for which it is craved and used. 1 -< / 1 t 

4th Section. — “ And be it enacted, that the jT rcasurcr 0 ? his 
Majesty’s Navy for the time being, by himself, or the person or 
persons in his office duly authorised bv the said Treasurer, from 
and 'after, the 1st day of July, 1785, shall draw upon the Go- 
vernor and Coropam of the Bank of .England for all navy services 
whatever, and shall specify ro each and every draft the head of 
5sr\icc <ior which tjie same is drawn; and no draft of the said 
'I*. ■. , {■ .. : \ .» . ■ -r'l-s aforesaid, shall 

■ ■ ."■■■» . * ■ :* - ' ' (i .rrnor and Coin- 

■ ■. - i* .. k s 'aerifies the head 

of service for which it is drawn, and has been actually paid by the 
said Governor and Company of the Bank of England. ” t , 

, “ oih Section — •* I ■ ' 

pinto the Governor and < ’ * 

count of the Ticasurc - ■ ■ ' '< ■ 

out of the Bank unless for navy services, and in pursuance *ti 
' drafts to be drawn on the Governor and Company of the 
* Bank 
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Bank of England, and signed' by the Treasurer of his Majesty^ 
Navy for- the time being,- br the -person or 'persons authorised' as 
aforesaid; in which drafts shall be- specified the heads of r service 
to which the sums therein mentioned are to’ be applied jj and which 
'drafts so drawn shalL be sufficient authority to the Bank to pay 
such money to the persons mentioned in such drafts, or to.-the 
bearer of them’.’’* 1 

“ A r nd; whereas the provisions contained in the said last-mentioned 
Act of Parliament, were thereby' directed to take place on the 1 st , 
day of' July, IT 8 b k But the execution of the said Act, with respect 
to the said Henry Lord Viscount 'Melville, opening an account 
or accounts with the Governor and company of the Bank of Engl 
laridi as thereby directed, was postponed’!)}' him until the \i 3 th day 
of January, 1786,' .when the said Henry Lord Viscount Melville 
opened an account : with the Governor and Company of the Bank 
of England, intituled, 1 ' “Right Hori. Henry Dundas,- Act of-Palr- 
lidtrieiit'New; Accoiih and which said account was. continued by 
him until he Aditted the office on the 31st of May, l 800 , and was 
tlie orily account kept by the said Henry Lord Viscount Melville as 
Treasurer of; his Majesty’s Navy with the Governor and Company 
bf the 'Batik of England, under and in pursuanceof the said Act of 
Parliament for regulating his said office. V • 

- :! i ‘ And whereas oh- the lOthday of January, 1786, whilst the said 
Henry Lord Viscount Melville- held ; and enjoyed the said office of 
Treasurer of his Majesty’s Navy; he did constituteahd appoint Alex- 
ander Trotter his Paymaster; and the sdid Henry Lord Viscount 
Melville dtd, : on the said-1 Oth day of January 1786, duly authorize 
kind em’pbwerthe said Alexander Trotter to draw on the Governor 
ahcV Company of the Bank of England* for and upon the account 
bf 'hini the said Henry Lord Viscount Melville as Treasurer of 
his Majesty’s Navy, all and every sum or sums' of money that then 
were or- should thereafter be wanted fofr the puljfic services, under 
the care - of -payment of the said Henry Lord Viscount Melville', 
'the said Alexander Trotter being particularly careful to Specify. in 
each ahd every: draft the service for which- ; the money should -be 
'drawn,-' ’■ 

“ And vrhereasjt was the:duty of the said Henry Lord Viscount 
Melville,';du 6 rig alLthe time he- held and enjoyed the said office of 
Treasurer of hi$; MajcstyVNavy, to abstain’ from' apply ing himself, 
and to prevent Ull : persons acting under hinp from applying' any 
part of the money issued from -hi$ 'Majesty’s Exchequer' for navy- 
services to any 1 purposes of advantage or /interest to himself or 
themselves; either directly or indirectly, or to any other purposes 
than for naval services; and from deriving any profit or emolument, 
therefrom : ‘and from and after fhe passiog of the said act of parlia- 
ment of the 25th 'year bf his Majesty’sf eigh ; for better regulating 
theoffice of the Treasurer of his Majesty’s -Navy, it was the duty 
; of : the said Henry, Lord 'Viscouht Melville,' to ; observe and purs tie. 
iheprovisions and directions of the said ; act of* parliament ; 1 yet the 

. * • ' ' said ' 
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- Henry, Loid Viscount Mcjvijje; not satisfied with the ample 
revenue so proyidcd r for him as aforesaid, nor regarding', the duty 
..".1 imnnrfint ««-*** * or jhc express provisions, of the 
■ ' s '• ■ ■ he,sOjheld, the .said, office, act 

■ ■ ■ ‘ ‘ corruptly, and illegally, in the 

several ip»ram.t , < ; hcreirt set forth, f , 

“Fust Article. — That the said Henry Lord Viscount Melville, 
--•’'■i-*- 1 '~ * * — ».i \ „c tv—*.,*,,,. u:. m«. 


the sum of JO, 000/. or some^, other, ‘ 
and did fraudulfcntly and illegally coi 
his own use, or to some other corrup 
some other purposes than those of th 


of parliament tor tne neitcr regulating or the oxm-e oi ihe.i jeasuiei 

it Mel- 
of the 
fichra- 

tianin the House- of Cowirtons, on thq Llth of June, 180.5 :jim 3 
then and there added, that Jie feh^hitpselfhoundbvxnotivcs of pub- 
lic duty, as well as private honour and personal, convenience, .to 
conceal the same ; all f which conduct , of .the said .Henry Lord 
iyiscount Melvillq- was contrary v to the duty of|/iis, said offiefc,* a 
breach of the high trust rrposedun hwn, and a violation, of the bus 
.and statures of this realm.' ( ' < , t , . r r« ‘ '} ' 

..t „nr ^: c -_ 


Majesty’s Navy: .md -tlie.said-JIenrv-Loid Viscount Melyillc^lid 
connive at, and permit and sutfer ihe/said Alexander 1'rottcr to 
place the said last, mentioned sums of money, ora great part tlicrc- 
ot so illegally dra>vn t , received, and takers by him from tfje Go- 
\cm»r and Company of the Bank of England ns aforesaid; - jp 
Jjsnd> of Messr?. 'Fhomas. C-mtis and company,; the pm ate Junker? 
yf, the 'aid-Alcxander '1 rotter, m his own name/ and subjects ha 
. * - * - * *- ' ' 4 *cl5 



1c controul and disposition : all which conductor the said Henry 
ard Viscount Melville was connary to the duty of his said office. a 
eacli of the high trust reposed in him, and a violation of the laws 
id statutes of the realm. 

a 3^ Art. rf i, at a fter the passing of the said act of parliament 

r belter regulating the office of the Treasurer of his Majesty’s 
avy, and after the said I Oth day of January, I78f>, and whilst 
c said Henry Lord Viscount Melville held and enjoyed the said 
fice, large sums of money were, from time to time, issued ami 
rid to the Governor and Company of the Bank of England, and 
accd on an account raised in the hooks of the said Governor and 
ompany with the said Henry Lord Viscount Melville, intituled’. 
Right Hon. Henry Dumbs, Act of Parliament New Account 
nd the said Alexander Tt otter, under and by virtue of the .'aid 
ithority from thesaid Henry Lord Viscount Melville, did, from the 
id 10th day of January, 1 78(5, duting all the time the said Henry 
ord Viscount Melville afterwards continued to hold and enjoy the 
iid office of Treasurer of his Majesty’s Navy, draw upon the 
lid Governor and Company .of the Bank of England for and on 
:conntofthe monies so issued and paid to them, and placed to 
ie said account so raised in their books, with the said Hem y -Lord 
’iscount Melville, as such Treasure! asafotesaid: and thesaid 
Jexander Trotter did teceivc and take large sums of money so 
rawn by him from the said Governor and Company of the Bank 
f England as aforesaid. 

“That thesaid Henry Lord Viscount Melville did, after the said 
Oth day of January, 1786, fiaudulcntly and illegally peimit and 
ufFer the said Alexander Trotter to place many of the said sums 
if money so drawn,* received, and taken by him from the Go- 
r ernor and Company of the Bank of England as aforesaid, in the 
lands of Messrs Thomas Couits and Company, the private bank- 
irs of thesaid Alexander l ’rotter, in his own name and at his own 
lisposal : and the said Alexander Trotter did thereupon, with the 
irivity, by the connivance, and with the pci mission of the said 
Henry Lord Viscount Melville, apply and Use the sai<| last men- 
tioned sums of money or gicat pait thereof, for put poses of private 
ulvantagc or interest, piofit and emolument ; ami did place the said 
sums of money, or great pait theieof, in the hands of the said Messrs. 
Coutts and Company, mixed with -and undistinguished from the 
proper monies of the said Alexander Trotter, whereby the said 
last- mentioned sums of money were not only applied to and used 
for purposes of private advantage or interest, profit and emolument, 
and for purposes other than navv services, but were also exposed 
to great risk of loss, and were withdrawn from the contioul and 
disposition of the 1 reasuier of His Majesty's Navy : and the said 
Henry Lord Viscount Melville, by so conniving at and permitting 
and suffering the public money to be withdrawn from the Bank of 
England, and used and applied in manner aforesaid, actcd in, breach 
or the great trust and confidence reposed in him, in violation ot 
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the said act of parliament made for regulating his- said office, con. 1 
trary lohisxJutv, and against the Jaws of this realm, ahd to the 
~*vil cxaiTV' 1 '’ ™*r.. C wj ; n ,i,» ~, 0 „» . c 

the pnblw . , " , . . . < , . 

ditureof .* t ‘ 

‘1 4th Art. That after the said 10 ?h~day of January, 1786., and* 
whilst the said Henry Lord Viscount Melville held and enjoyed thf* 
said office of Treasurer of his Majesty’s Navy, he the said Henry 
Lord Viscount Melville did fraudulently and illegally, for the pur- 
pose of advantage or interest to himself, of for acquiring or ob- 
taining profit or emolument therefiom, or for some other corrupt; 
and illegal purposes, and for purposes other than navy ser\ ices, take *<* 
and receive from the public money placed in his name at the Bank, 
of England, as 'Treasurer of his Majesty’s Navy, the sum of 1 0,000/. 
or some other large sum or sums of money, and did fraudulently 
and illegally convert and apply t?»e same to his otvn use, or to some 
oilier corrupt and illegal purposes. ‘ \ • 

“That during the umc the said Alexander, Trotter held and en- 
joyed the said office of Pa\ master to the said Henry Lord Viscount 
Melville as aforesaid, and whilst the said Henry Lord Viscount 
Melville held and enjoved the said office of Treasurer of his Ma- 
jesty’s Navy as aforesaid, he the said Alexander Trotter kept with 
the said Henry Lord Viscount Melville an account cuncnt, enter- 
ed in certain books of account, containing entries of all the sums 
“ xancier Trotter on the account of 
* * lville, and by agreement between 
. Melville and the said Alexander 

Trotter, bearing date the 18th and «e 3 d days til February, t8oS,itis 
stated that they had either mutually delivered up to each other, or 
resolved and agreed mutually to cancel or Acstroy all the vouchers 
or other memorandums and writings that at any time theretofore 
might have existed, passed, or been interchanged between them re- 
lative to the said accounts, and the different items and articles of 
which the said accounts were composed or consisted ; and the slid 
books of account containing (he said account current, together with 
all vouchers or other mcmotanduinsand writings in the possession 
of the said Alexander Trotter, and also of the said Henry' Lord Vis- 
count Melville relative thereto, were burnt and destroyed by the 
said Henry Lord Viscount Melville and Alexander Tioitcr: and 
the said stipulation contained in the said agreement for the said 
Identy Loid Viscount Melville prjd Alexander Trotter mutually * 
delivering up to each other, or for mutually cancelling andjle- 
stroying all the said \ ouchcrs or other memorandums or writings • 
relative to the said account, was so enteicd into; and the said 
books of accounts, vouchers, memorandums, and writings, were so 
burntand destroyed, with a v lew to conceal and prevent the disco- 

. - » . . — ’ - > — — - m ade bv the said Alexander 

■ unt Melville, and of the sc- 
. , , upon which the same were 
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so advanced : all which conduct of tlie said Henry Lord Viscount 
MeUiUe was cmvraty to the duty of his said office, a breach of the 
high trust reposed in him, and it violation of the laws and statutes 
of this realm, and to the like evil example as aforesaid. 

“5th Art. That after the said 10th day of January, 1786, and 
whilst the said Alexander Trotter so continued the Paymaster of 
the snul Henrv Lord Viscount Melville as aforesaid, and with such 
privity, connivance, and pn mission as aforesaid, so applied and 
used the said sums of monev, or great part theicof, for purposes of 
private advantage, profit, and emolument, as afoicsaid, the said 
Hemv L: :d Viscount Melville fraudulently concealing the illegal 
use and application of tin* same, did procure, obtain, and receive 
irom the .aid Alev. '.r.dei Trotter, advances ofscvcial large sums of 
money, which v tve made to him the said Henry f .old Viscount 
Mclvilic'by th.e said Alexander Trotter, in part from money so as 
aforesaid illegally drawn by him the said Alexander Tt otter from 
the Governor and Company of the Bank of England, and in part 
from sums of money so placed hy the said Alexander Trotter in 
the hands of the said Messrs. Coutts and Company as afotesnid, 
when mixed with and undistinguished from the proper monies of 
the said Alexander Trotter : and for die purpose of more effectu- 
ally concealing the said advances of money, the said hooks of ac- 
count, vouchers, memorandums, and writings, were so ns aforesaid 
burnt and destroy ed. 

“ 6th An. That among other advances of money so as aforesaid 
obtained and received by the said Henrv Lou! A'iscount Melville, 
from the said Alexander Trotter, the said Henrv Lord Viscount 
Melville did procure, obtain, and receive from the said Alexander 
Trotter, the sum of 22,000/. or some other large sum or sums of 
monev, advanced by the said Alexander 'Trotter ro die said Henry 
Lord Account Melville, without interest ; part whereof was so 


advanced exclusively from public money so as aforesaid illegally 
drawn from the Governor and Company of the Bank of England 
by the said Alexander Trotter; and othet part whereof was ad- 
vanced from the said mixed fund, composed as well of public mo- 
ney so as aforesaid illegally drawn by the said Alexander Trotter 
from the Governor and Company of the Bank of England, and 
placed by him in the hands of the said Mess is’. Cnum and Compa- 
ny as aforesaid, as of the proper monies of the said Alexander Trot- 
ter in the hands of the said Messrs. Coutts and Company, which 
had been mixed therewith, and remained undistinguished thcre- 
from; and for the purpose of more effectually concealing ttlC s3! 
advances of money, the said books of account, vouchers, memo- 
randums, and writings were so as aforesaid burnt and desire, - * 
c ‘ 7 th Art. 1 hat amongst oilier advances of money soa f 1 /k - 1 , 
obtained and received by the said Henry Lord Vi \ ca 'iTv'--ca^ 
from the said Alexander Trotter, the said, Henrv c5n3£ or h 
Meiville did obtain and receive a sum off° Alex' 

arge sum or sums of money advanced to ft 
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* r Trotter, ™J/“ r « has been dieted by the said He 

Lord Viscount MeJyd; f) fj, at j, e tVaS to p 3 y interest : and for 
purpose of more effectually concealing the said last. mentioned 
uuccr r?f'tnotic}\ th$ sard books of accounts, vouchers, mei 
«V nd X 'l' t,n Ss« were so as aforesaid burnt and destroy© 
8th Art. rhat during all or' gt eat part of the time the 
Alexander /rotter held and enjot ed the said olhce of Payniastc 
the said Henry Lord Viscount Melville* as aforesaid, and the < 
Henry Loro Viscount Melt i! le held and cnjoi cd the taid offic< 
.Treasurer of his Majesty's Navj as afotesaid, he the satd Ales 
“ cr » raster did graoiimusty, and without salary oi other pecuni 
compensation, act in and transact the private business of the s 
Henry Lord Viscourtt Melville, as bis agent, and was from tt 
to time in advance fof the said Hemy Lord Viscount Melville 
that respect, to the amount of from 1O;OO0/, to 20,000/. or 
some ether great anj 0 unt: and which advances were taken fr 
the said sums of money so placed hy'the said Alexander,Trotter 
the hands of the said Messrs. Courts and Company, consisting 


trie nantts or tne saia Messrs. Coutts and Company, consisting 
part of public money, drawn by him from the Govcrnorand Co 
pany of ih " * f ~ -r i ,„,t n ir r 0 f his oi 


pany of th " * f T * * - -<• « m.t i* n irt 0 f his oi 

private mo therefrom 

afoicsaul; j 'iscount M 

yillc did derive benefit and advantage from the aforesaid illegal a 
of the said Alexander Trotter. 


" gth A rt. And the said Alexander ^ rotter did so gratuitous 1 
and without salary, . act in and transact the private business of t 
said Henry Lord Viscount Melville, and make him such advene 
of money as aforesaid, in consideration of the said Henry Lo 
Viscount Melville conniving at and permitting and suffering tl 
said Alexander Trotter «,o as aforesaid to apply and make use of t' 
said sums of public money so drawn by him from the Bank of En 
land, and applied and appropriated for purposes of private adva 
tage, or inti rest, profit and emolument as aforesaid : and the sa 
Alexander Trotter teotifd not have been, and was well known 


the satd Henry Lord Viscount Melville nAt to have been able 

r v to the said Henry Lord Viscou 

* than from and by means of the sa 
, iwn by the said Alexander Trotf 

from the Bank of England, with the privity, connivance, and pe 
mission of the said Henry Loul Viscount Melville asaforesai' 
and applied by the said Alexander Trotter for purposes of priva 
advantage, interest, pr^fr, and emolument. All which procee* 
ingx and conduct of the said Henry Lord Viscount Melville we» 
contrary to the duty of his said ofltcc, in breach of the great truj 
reposed in him, and i*h gross violation of the laws and statutes £ 
this realm. And by all and every one of the aforesaid acts don 
'and committed by him the said Henry Lord Viscount Melville, h 
was and is guilty of high crimes and misdemeanors. 

lO*h Art. That Henry Lord Viscount Mcl vi He. after his Ma 


jcsty had, by Letters Patent, bearing date the 19th clay of August, 
1782, given anti granted unto him the office of Trrastner ot !m 
Majesty’s Navy, did on divers days and times between that day 
and the ,5th day of January, 1784, and also on divas days ami 
times between the said r,th day of January, 17H.J, and the ist day 
of January, 1786, take and receive, from and out of the monies 
from rime to time issued or paid to him, as Treasurer, or as ltN- 
Treasurcr ofhis Majesty’s Navy, from his Majesty’s Exchequer* 
or some other sources, for naval services, divers large sums of mo- 
ney, amounting together to a large sum, to wit, 27, 000/. or there- 
abouts; and did fraudulently and illegally convert and apply the 
same to his own use, or to some other corrupt and illegal purposes, 
and to other purposes than those of the public naval services of the 
kingdom, to which alone the same was lawfully applicable ; and 
did continue the said fraudulent and illegal conversion and applica- 
tion of divers of the said sums of money, after the passing of the 
act of parliament for the better regulating the office of Treasurer 
of his Majesty’s Navy. 

The Lord Chancellor now quitting the wool-sack be- 
neath the steps of the throne, advanced to the centre of 
the Hall, and when lie was v seated the honorable Mana- 
ger, to whom the opening of the ease was committed, ad- 
dressed the Court to the following eft'cct 
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jler Trotter, and for which it has been alledged by the said Henry 
Lord Viscount Melville, that he was to pay interest : and for .the 
purpose ot more effectually concealing the said last- mentioned ad. 
■Vances of'moncy, the said books of accounts, vouchers, memo- 
randums, and \v ri tings, were so as aforesaid burnt and destroyed. 

“ 8th Art. That during all or gieat part of the time the said 
Alexander J rotter held and enjoyed the said office of Paymaster to 
the said Henry Lord Viscount Melville as aforesaid, and the said 
Henry Lord Viscount Mchille held and enjoyed the said office of 
Treasurer of his Majesty s Navy as aforesaid, he the said Alexan- 
der Trotterdid gratuitously, and without salary 01 other pecuniary 
compensation, act in and transact the private business^of the said 
Henry Lord Viscourit Melville, as his agent, and was from time 
to time in advance for the said Hcmy Lord Viscount Melville in 
that respect, to the amount of from /OjO 00 /, to' 2 OflOOl. or to 
some other great amount : and which advances were taken from 
rhe said sums of money so placed by the said Alexander.Trotrer in 
the hands of the said Messrs. Coutts and Company, consisting in 
part of public money, drawn by him from the Governor and Com- 
pany of the T. .\ - r r— !- 1 — n-dt of his own 
private moi ... \ ■ ■ •* . : • . ■’ • . therefrom as 

aforesaid; ■ I 'iscount Mel- 

yille did derive benefit and advantage from the atoresaid illegal acts 
of the said Alexander Trotter. 

“ 9th Art. And the said Alexander Trotter did so gratuitously, 
and without salary, act in and transact the private business of the 
said Henry Lord Viscount Melville, and make him such advances 
of money as aforesaid, in consideration of the said Henry Lord 
Viscount Melville conniving at and permittii»g and suffering the 
said Alexander Trotter so as aforesaid to apply and make use of the 
said sums of public money so drawn by him from the Bank of Eng- 
land, and applied and appropriated for purposes of private advan- 
tage, or interest, profit and emolument as aforesaid : and the said 
Alexander Trotter would not have been, and was well known to 
the said Henry Lord Viscount Melville ndt to have been able to„ 
make such advances of money to the said Henry Lord Viscount 
Melville asafoiesaid, otherwise than from and by means of the said 
sums of public money so drawn by the said Alexander Trotter 
from thp Bank of b ngland, with the privity, connivance, and pei- 
inission of the said Henry Loitl Viscount Melville aS aforesaid, 
and applied by the said Alexander Trotter for purposes of private 
advantage, interest, prefi', and emolument. All which proceed- 
ings ami conduct of the said Henry Lord Viscount Melville were 
contrary to the duty of his said office, in breach of the great tru?t 
jeposed in him, and in gross violation of the laws and statutes of 
this realm. And by all and every oie of the aforesaid acts done 
, * v_ L ‘~ •!•*» M/»nry Lord Viscount Melville, he 

■ 1 .■■ misdc/neanois. 

■ ..* ■ , ■ ■ • >. •. i‘ /iscount Melville, after his ftfa- 

r * ■ v 1 / jesty 



jestyhad, by Letters Patent, bearing date the igth day of August, 
I782, given and granted unto him the office ot Treasurer of h is 
Majesty’s Navy, did on divers days and times between that day 
and the ,5th day of January, 1784, and also on divers days and 
times between the said 5th day of January, 17 84, and the 1st day 
of January, 1786, take and receive, from and out of tire monies 
from time to time issued or paid to him, as Treasurer, or as Ex- 
Treasurer of his Majesty’s Navy, from his Majesty’s Exchequer, 
or some other sources, for naval services, divers large sums of mo- 
ney, amounting together to a large sum, ro wit, 27,000/. or there- 
abouts; and did fraudulently and illegally convert and apply the 
same to his own use, or to some other corrupt and illegal purposes, 
•and to other purposes than those of thepnbliG naval services of the 
kingdom, to which alone the same was lawfully applicable ; and 
did continue the said fraudulent and illegal conversion and applica- 
tion of divers of the said sums of money, after the passing of the 
act of parliament for the better regulating the office of Tteasurer 
of his Majesty’s Navy. 

The Lord Chancellor now quitting the wool-sack be- 
neath the steps of the throne, advanced to the centre of 
the Hall, and when he was^seated the honorable Mana- 
gei, to a hom the opening ot the case was committed, ad- 
diessed the Courttofhe following effect. 

s C 
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MR, WHITBREAD. 

k> 


MY LORDS, 



“I present myself before you m sup , 
port of the charges which have been now exhibited a- 
gainst Lord Viscount Melville. The course which has 
been adopted on this serious occasion, has appeared to 
the managers of the House of Commons, the most dis- 
creet and convenient, and I confidently expect that upon' 
them will rest no imputation. Yet I fear, my lords, that 
in what I have now to submit to your attention, it will be 
necessary for me tp enter into a prolix, and fatiguing de- 
tail — into a long narrative of facts, which even from their 
notoriety is rendered more unpleasing. Yet X will not 
offend you, my lords, by imploring your patience while I 
, proceed through this detail, because the exercise of this 
temper is absolutely necessary to public justice, and I am 
ribw pleading before, one of the most august and venera- 
ble tribunals by which justice can be administered.” 

<c Neither will I, my lords, occupy yonr time by making 
any apologies for my own deficiencies ; at least, it will , 
be my endeavour to be perspicuous in the facts I adduce 
before your lordships ; not that I am sensible of any pe- 
culiar difficulty attending the situation in which I stand ; 
hut when I look back to the history of our country, and 
recollect the extraordinary talents with which those per- 
sons have been endowed who have appeared before you ' 
on similar circumstances, if I am not grievously oppres- 
sed, I an} most seriously impressed with the awful, ness of 
that situation ; and, above all, when I advert to the known 
ability, and to the grea!t legal knowledge of those, who 
are engaged as counsel for the noble defendant. This feel- 
ing is not at all diminished when I consider the peculiar 
acquirements of the gentlemen who have undertaken this 
duty ; for it does so happen, that however rare the occa- 
sion, they have both of them been' engaged ’in a trial of, 
this kind, the one for a person charged with high crimes 
and misdemeanours, the other in the prosecution of the. 
real or supposed delinquent. 

“ Xf> my lords, there exist any thing like energy in my 

C fcSy 
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mind, this is the precise situation, and these the piecis’e 
circumstances which arc calculated to call it foith; and 
«hile * exeat myself to the himo'St of my moderate abili- 
ties in this piQsecution, I feel some gi atification in think- 
ing, that rny endeavours will be encountered by persons 
amply qualified to resist them if they have the sanction 
of n good cause. But, White ver may be their confidence, 
giving way to the unsophisticated emotions of my own 
mind, I fiartkly ’confess, that when I look back to the 
memorable day when this trial 'was pioposcd, I am proud 
of that day, -and I consider it a day gloiious to my coun- 
try. We have also reason to be satisfied with the mode 
appointed for the trial, because this is the court by which 
the noble viscount himself, or at least those who were 
known to be his best friends, wished that his fate might 
be determined. 

“ I lejoice, my lords, in the splendour of this august 
assembly, and 1 console myself even in the strength by 
which the noble viscount is supported, because I know’, 
that if it he my duty, and the duty of my more able co- 
adjutors to maintain the charge, every mistake we com- 
mit will be coriected, and by the ingenuity of our oppo- 
nents, will be converted into an argument against our- 
selves. 

** I have, my lords, another subject of gratification, 
and, it is, because I am confident you will give every fair 
advantage to the defendant, who is at least entitled to 
your justice, if not to your compassion. In the course 
of this piosecution, whatever ardour I may feci fiom my 
disposition to support the chaiges solemnly brought by 
the Commons of Great Britain, I hope I shall not be be- 
trayed into any intempciance of expiession, and I trust 
I may be believed, when I say, that I am not less anxious 
to avoid wounding the feelings of the defendant, than I 
am solicitous to maintain the chaiges brought against 
him. 

11 If, indeed, the noble defendant be guilty, he was 
perfectly acquainted with the nature ofhii crime and the 
extent of hfe offence; and he is doubly guilty because, he 
affected to reform those abuses of which lie was himself 
the' author. 

" What appears in the preamble of the articles of im- 

, . , peadimcnt, . 
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peachment, 1 presented' by the Commons, is in the form of 
propositions which are, in themselves, almost self-evident. 

' It acquaints your lordships that the office of Treasurer of 
the Navy, is one of gieat national importance, and. that it 
ought to be truly and faithfully administered ; and I need 
not inform your lordships' that it is pssential to the well- 
being of the state, that all the high offices connected with 
the government of the country should be so administered; 
yet, if there be a particular situation, distinguishable 
from the rest of which the duties are more necessary to be 
regarded than every other, it is those functions which the 
Treasurer of the Navy is appointed to discharge. 

<c It will perhaps be expedient, that I should enter a 
little into the history of this establishment. ' 

“ The office was created in the beginning of-the cen- 
tury before the last, and there was subsequently a fixed 
salary assigned to be taken in lieu of all fees whatever, 
and the consequence of this arrangement was, that the 
floating monies incident to the office .should be passed 
'through to the' hands of the treasurer, as a sort of nomi- 
nal hanker, and should not be considered at all as a mat- 
ter of account. 

At the close of the year 1784, when the public expen- 
diture Jiad risen to an enormous amount; we find a com- 
mission of accounts was in existence to ascertain the mode 
and the circumstances of this extensive application of the 
property of the state. The duty of this commission was 
to determine what, in this excess of prodigality, was right 
to be done, and what balances of this property it would 
be right to call in. These commissioners, (one of whom 
is now in the box, and is my fellow-manager on this oc-> 
casion) executed the trust reposed in them with great 
diligence, and among the variety of reports which ap- 
peared in discharge of this duty, they made a special re- 
port on the office of Treasurer of the Navy. The steps 
they took deserve your particular attention. They stated 
the balances in the hands of the ex -treasurer, and they 
directed certain regulations, that no such balances should 
be so retained in future; under the strong recommenda- 
tion from this respectable authority, several resolutions 
were entered into by the House of Commons, with which 
| mufw uouble your lordships. 
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" On the 19th of, June, 1782, it was declared to be' 
the opinion of the commissioncis, that means should he 
taken, in order to prevent the balances continuing in the 
( hands of the Xreasurer of the Navy, and for this pur- 
pose, it was proposed, that an additional l enumeration 
should be allowed in the way of salary in lieu of all 
fees, gratuities, and other emoluments whatsoever ; and 
in the same spiiit it Was particulaily specified, that tins 
officer should not apply any sums of money devolving to 
him from bis station, so as to derive advantage or inter- 
est thercfiom, cither directly or indhcctly. ' 

“ I contend, my loids, that from that moment a new' 
rera commenced, ,and that the person w ho should make 
any advantage or interest cither directly or ( indiicctly 
fiom such funds, was impeachable at the bar, of the 
House. At that time, my lords, Colonel Baire (to whorp 
the country is so largely indebted), held this important 
office. Under these representations, the salary in his 
time was encreaspd to the sum of 40001. per annum, and 
it is highly probable that he never did before, and he ccr- 
- tainly never did afterwards, make the slightest advantage 
of the public money deposited in his hands. It was the 
invariable practice of Mr. Bane, to deposit the money of 
his office in the Bank of England ; after this regulation, 
it Is true, that he was not bound to make use of the same 
depository, but he was pledged to make no advantage of 
it. 

Mr. Barie v as not peculiar in selecting the Bank for 
the security of the funds, foi although treasures before 
"his time had made use of the public monies, yet in the 
Bank the account had been constantly kept, and in the 
long and laboiious examination I have had occasion to 
make, I have not seen a single instance when a treasurer 
of the navy lent any part of these funds to private per- 
sons excepting the defendant, even before the passing of 
the memoi able act, by which all misapplication of these 
effects was designed to he picvcnted. 

“ When Mrt Bane occupied this^situation, the politi- 
cal life of the noble defendant had already run a course 
of some years, and he was attached to the cause of Lord 
Guilford, so long a prime minister, to the end of the his- 
tory of that nobleman. Ilis chaiactcr then for talents * 

and 
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and eloquence, was beginning to rise into notice, anil for 
personal and political purity, he was unimpeachable. 
Happy had it been for him if he had preserved this fair 
reputation, and if he had been bound by the same lies of 
honour which restricted Colonel Bane, so that he had 
not made use of the public money to his interest and ad- 
vantage ! . ' 

At the time Lord Melville (then Mr. Dundas) came 
into office, he appointed Mr. Douglas to be his paymas- 
ter; a gentleman who had held that situation under se- 
veral treasurers of the Navy, for the term, I believe, of 
eighteen years. Lord Melville was not ignorant of the 
character of Mr. Douglas ; lie had before entertained so 
good an opinion of this person, that he took pains to re- 
commend him to Colonel Barrc as his paymaster. 

“ Now, my lords, the first article of charge against the 
noble defendant, is, that when Mr. Douglas was pa} r - 
master, and previous to the act to which I have referred, 
he did, in manifest breach of his duty, possess himself of 
certain sums of money, and apply them lo his own, pur- 
poses. 

<! I must now beg your lordship's attention to the cir- 
cumstances in which the House of Commons stood at 
the time when these charges were framed. 

“ The evidence' is sparingly supplied. At first, when 
the charges were made, we were far from having the 
whole of the evidence veferrable to them. We were not 
only embarrassed by the obscurity by which the subject 
at all times must be necessarily attended, but we had 
another serious difficulty from the lapse of time ; for no 
less a period than twenty years has passed over, since 
some of these offences were committed, and many of the 
persons who were concerned in the transactions, have 
been long since dead. Besides these opposing circum- 
stances, much of the written evidence has been purposely 
destroyed^ a part of the remaining materials has been ac- 
cidentally lost, ‘and we are driven, as to many ess'ential 
particulars, to resort to a few living witnesses, in order to 
establish the guilt of the person we accuse. 

“ Yet, my lords, we hope we have surmounted .these 
obstacles, and we trust we shall convince your minds, in 
a manner that shall relieve. youTrom the .possibility of 
6 * doubt. 
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doubt. We shall Hi st prepare you by the more circuit- 
ous course of evidence, and then, by w hat is plain, open, 
distinct, and familiar; and if $’Our*lordships will conde- 
scend to accompany us, we will lead you to an eminence 
from which you will survey the whole guilt of the de- 
fendant, „ J < < * • 

“ But, my lords, if we arc enabled conquer this host 
of opposition, we cannot so easily vanquish our own 
feelings in this painful task : yet, whatevci may he these 
sensations, we must resign them to the loud call of public 
duty, by which we are summoned before this august tri- 
bunal. 4 > 

“ Would it be beJjeved, that under the complication of 
proof to which I have referred, this noble defendant, in a 
moment of forgetfulness, wrote a letter to thp Commis- 
sioners of Naval Enquiry, which letter contains a denial 
<?fany advantage he derived from the public money in his 
hands, in the time of his paymaster, Douglas ? It is per- 
haps still more incredible, that since tho defendant has 
been elevated to the dignity ho claims by the favour of his 
sovereign, he has positively declared, that he never did 
subscribe his name to such' an assertion. Seeing then, 
that such matters are to be disclosed before jourloid- 
ships, is it not, indeed, a painful duty we have to execute ; 
which nothing but the paramount claim of our country 
could constrain us to discharge r jNIy lords, I chaigc 
Lord Melville, not only with taking the public monies, 
but of availing himself of these sacred funds for his own 
private emolument; and I am now adveidng to the first 
charge, which respects a sum stated of 10,0001. 

My lords, in considering this item, it is necessary you 
should take into your consideration the tenth, or last ur- 
tipje of the charge ; because, this sum is involved in an 
amount of 27,000k there noticed. How will you expect 
that the managers on the part of the Commons will sup- 
port this heavy charge? It isb} no less than a positive 
avowal of the defendant himself, that he did make tho 
use of it to which I have adverted, and that distinctly in 
my own hearing. 

“ The defendant said, and kept his word as nearly as 
he could, after the dclaration that he would divulge to 
what purpose the sum of 10,0001 was applied. I nfiiim, 

* my 
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my lords, that this alone, unassisted 1 by any extraneous 
circumstances, was an impeachable offence. Neither 
he nor any man in England has a right to place himself 
above the law. But although he will not tell you how he 
has applied this money, he says he has given it a direc- 
tion conducive to your benefit. Are we, my lords, to 
be satisfied with this naked declaration ? 

“ We might have been obliged to enter into a tedious 
and elaborate proof respecting this 10,0001. but I, have 
' the satisfaction to say, that within these few hours a cir- 
cumstance has come to my knowledge which may render 
the facts of much easier access. While we, have been 
seeking in all directions, the learned counsel for the de- 
fendant have' been enbabled to take a short cut to the dis- 
covery, and we will endeavour. to take' advantage of it, 
to remove all the ‘uncertainly, in an instant. I know 
that within the last two or three days the receipt for this 
very 10,000h- was actually in the possession of these 
learned gentlemen. 

“ Is this then the item of J 0,0001. which consti- 
tutes so considerable a part of this grave accusation? 
If it be so, I hope the noble defendant will be in- 
fluenced by different motives than those by which I con- 
ceive he has been before actuated ; and that neither his 
view of public duty, or private honour, will prevent his 
producing before us a paper which contains all that is 
material in the transaction. 

“ As to public duty from' a disinclination to expose 
concerns of a public nature, .-all {he argument that could 
be supplied from this source is gone by, because the af- 
fair is so remote, that no inconvenience whatever can 
arise from the disclosure. As little ground is there for 
declining to make this exposition from the sentiment of 
private honour. The names of the persons who appear 
upon the receipt were those of men engaged in extensive 
speculations, but whose unfortunate adventures have led 
to the exposure of the whole of their transactions by a 
public bankruptcy. As little available would be the ob- , 
jection on the ground of public convenience; but it will 
be a most important private convenience to the defend- 
ant, if his counsel can produce this remarkable paper to 
exonerate Lord Melville from the charge 'under which he 
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i labours : and if, iny lords, neither public duty, private 
lionoui, or public convenience, should prevent the pro- 
duction of this paper, what other reason can possibly 
be suggested for its suppression ? j 

“1 charge the noble defendant not only with ’having 
possessed himself of this 10,0001. but that he 'continued 
afterwards directing and ’restricting its application ; and 
this he confessed! to a person whose name has been often 
mentioned, I mean Air. Trotter. That he was still in 
possession of this money after he had resumed the office 
of Treasurer of the Navy in 1786, 1 will prove by his 
confession, through the means of his agent. In 1786, 
he said that he had this sum of 10,000l. in small fractions, 
taken out in a variety of amounts, and no poition of 
these did he apply to, the‘pubhc service. I will also shew 
you the only 10,0001. which he did take out of the ofiicc 
at one time is that precise sum ; add not only that this 
was not applied to the public service, but that he had no 
pretence or shadow for extracting it for such seivicc, no 
more than he could have now', of the balances in the bank, 
and applying them to electioneering piojects, or any other 
sinister purposes. ‘ 

“ But to descend to 'a few more particulars. On the 
19th of August, 1782, the Right Honourable > Henry 
Dundag was first appointed to the office of Treasmcr of 
the Navy, and as early as the' 20th of August, the very 
next day, before the seat was waimcd by the new incum- 
bent, the sum of 10,0001 was paid into a banking-house 
for account of the now treasurer. My lords it will bo 
clearly in evidence before you, that Air. Douglas was the 
paymaster nominated by Air. Dundas, that every act he 
did was under the sanction of the defendant, and that 
both nt this time, and at subsequent penods, he was re- 
sponsible for the nets' of Air. Douglas. 

“ I do not pretend to shew that this sum of 10,0001. 
constituted any part of the public money, but I notice 
the transaction to expose before you the ihst connection 
between these two men. 

“ Early in November a payment of a very different 
description was made on behalf of the defendant. 7 be 
paymaster of the navy was in the habit of going to the 
exchequer, and upon presenting his warrant, thosmnof 

money 
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cy lie required was delivered to him in the form in 
h he chose to take it; either by a credit in the bank- 
;s, or* in bank-notes. On the 6'th of November, 

!, Mr. Douglas had a payment to receive at the 
lequer to the amount of 45,0001. This gentleman 
cd to have 40,0001. in the bank books, and the rest . 
ink notes. This transaction, in the general nature 
r was such as had often taken place before, and Mr. 
glas himself had frequently taken up money in this 
; but as far as we have been able to trace the ac- 
its, every sum so extracted was uniformly of the 
unt of 20001. which was set apart for the payment of 
lequer fees. But what Mr. Douglas so drew out-on 
occasion, was not, as formerly, carried to the public 
unt. This properly might have been taken to a place 
Lfe custody, I mean the iron chest of the office, which 
provided for the reception of money in tins form ; and 
e memory of men in the Navy Pay-office still living, 
chest was used expressly for this purpose, and die 
ey was transferred from it to waggons and other con- 
nces, to take it to the out-ports" to answer various 
ic demands. But at the date to which we are ra- 
ng, this chest was diverted from the fit purpose, and 
applied to the floating securities of the Treasurer of 
Navy, collected for his own profit; yet this public 
:t, being a necessary part of the constitution of the ' 
e, ought to have been reserved for the public effect's 
a national, account ought to have been opened with 
iron chest ; and such account was actually continued 
vTr. Douglas down to the period of 1782, and in it 
sared an item of 10,0001. which was passed to- the 
e of Mr. Jellicoe. 

When the 5,000l. was first put into the iron chest, a- 
kndteof 1,0001. which constituted part of the sum, 
id its way immediately into the hands of the Treasurer 
ie Navy, and was paid by him to his private account 
VTessrs. Drummonds, from whom he then took up 
Ol leaving 6001. in the hands of those bankers. That 
i note, my Lords, I have now in my hand, the very 
: which was so carried to that account. 

Lord Melville, may say, that the house of Messrs, 
mmonds was a place where he might deposit money 

D without 
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•without offence or ctirmr. ' Yes, iuy Lords, and so he 
might; the produce of his estates, thc’income of his pri- 
vate fortune from whatever source it might lie derived, 1 
but he could not deposit there, without offence or crime/ 
the public money. 

: * “ l writ shew, iny Lords, the state 'of his account with 
that house; uhat lie paid in, wimt he drew out, and* 
that when he overdrew his account, Alessis. Drummonds, 
regulaijy as they ought to do, paying a proper attention 
to their own concerns, charged him with interest lor 
such over-payments. 

• t( This, my Lords, was in November 1782. In the 
month of December the same year; the very j ear in 
which he was appointed to this sphere of public duly, 
(I beg your attention to this, my Lords,') another sum 
was drawn out of the Exchequer by Air. Douglas, ex- 
actly in the same foim, and other notes of 1,0001. were 
in like manner taken to Messrs. Drummonds. One of 
these notes uenfto Mr. Jellieoe for a piivate debt of' 
Lord Melville's, and itwAspaid into the house of Messrs. 
Moffat's in discharge o f a biff drawn by him flour 
Edinburgh. ‘ 

x: If we 1 ctin satisfy your Lordships of the accuracy of 
this representation, you will not ‘for a moment doubt that 
this money at least was not applied to the public pur- 
poses, to wbrehit ought to have been devoted. 

“ Again, between August, 1782, and the 18th of Apt if 
1783, supis were obtained in flic same way, by Air. Dou.- 
glos, and notes or cash were earned to the chest ac- 
count, to the amount of 1 6,0001. only 3,000l. of whiclr 
found its way into any official book, and to tins extent 
alone was any thing paid out of that large amount for 
any official purpose whatever. I' have shewn tb^n, that 
two sums of 1,0001. have been identified, and Vc have 
the bank notes here before us. I have likewise said, that 
13,0001. was wholly unaccounted for, and I may add r 
that the 3,0001. applied to official purposes, was paid te 
Ah. Jellieoe. 

" If one part’ of the papers connected with these 
transactions arc thus shewn to be in the hands ot the 
defendant, it is natural to suppose that lie is likewise uf* 
possession of the rest; the production of these wifi rrn- 
• 5 
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tier all the transactions intelligible; and I sincerely, hope 
they will be surrendered. 

•“ After these affairs, another political revolution took 
place, and tue noble Lord no longer occupied .the station 
in which he had been placed. • On the 10th of April he 
ceased to be the Treasurer of .the Navy, and when he 
thus went out of office, he was debtor to the public in the 
sum of 13,0001. Jluton the Nth of April, four days 
after his removal, Mr. Douglas drew out to the order of 
Mi'. Jcllicoe, 10.0001. of which Lord Melville possessed 
himself I have heard his Lordship say, that at the 
time he was Treasurer of the Navy, a .confidential con- 
nection subsisted, which made the secret application of 
money necessary, and he would not disclose, even to his 
colleagues in office to what purpose he had applied it. t 
The natural enquiries are, to whom did he pay, or what 
became of this amount? 

“At that time there was in existence, a commercial 
house of the highest reputation, trading under the firm 
•of Muir and Atkinson.' The house had a close con- 
nection with government; Mr. Atkinson was well known, 
.and was particularly known to the defendant, lie had 
long prior to this time .ceased to be a government con- 
tractor, and although .this intercourse had terminated, 
yet Mr. Atkinson was accommodated with .the sum of 
10,0001. by the Treasurer of the Navy. 

•“ Was this a place of safe deposit for the public mo-' 
•pies? Was' the house of Mr. Atkinson under such cir- 
cumstances of embarrassment, as to make this loan pecu- 
liarly desirable at that time? But in proportion to the 
solicitude of this gentleman to obtain it. was the danger 
to which the public would be .exposed by the loan,. My. 
Lords, .the, motive will be shewn to you, why this 10,000). 
was. confided into such .hands, and I will not insult 
your understandings by repeating the question, why the 
public money was so applied ; but to unravel the mystery ' 
attending this transaction, it will be worth your while to 
•enquire, for what object of private advantage the sacred 
.funds of the state were profusely poured intothischanneL 

“ My Lords, we have the account with this Mr. At-, 
kinson, and we find, that the item of 10,0001. forms only 
’"one, among numerous other amounts between that house 
• ■ d 2 ’ and ’ 
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ini Lord Melville, and some of the^e will bq snbstan-* 
tiated before you by authentic papers. 

“ Wc must now come to that period of the accounts, 
xvhen Lord Melville went out ol office, ‘Then it was, 
that difficulties arose in making up his accounts, and he 
was found a debtor 1 3,000 1. on one account already re- 
ferred to; 10,0001. on the other, to which I have just 
adverted. Of this large balance, ascending to the sum 
of 2$,O0Ol. l,00Ql. Has paid by a person<who was in the 
habit of defraying small sums tor the noble defendant. 

" JVIy Loidg, I must pause for a moment in this detail, 
to expipss my feelings on the occasion, and confess there 
is nothing more painful to me, than to expose the 
knowledge I have necessarily attained 'of the private 
affairs ot the noble defendant. Unfortunately, his per- 
sonal concerns are so intimately blended with the public 
accounts, as to make it absolutely necessary that I should 
notice them somewhat in detail, and I hope in this res- 
pect you will excuse my performing what the strict exe- 
cution of my duty absolutely requires.” 

(The honorable manager here entered into some par- 
ticulars of the private account of the defendant, and then 
proceeded.) 

“ The debt, with the abatement of this 1,0001. was 
reduced to the sum of 22, 0001. and in July, 1783, •se- 
rious difficulty arose in the office. A demand was made 
for 10,OOol. and no money was to be produced to sa- 
tisfy it; 3,0001. only was, in the coffers to be applied^ 
to this payment, Lord Melville being all this time a’ 
debtor tp the establishment. Subsequently, 1.OO0I. 
more was paid, then fiOOO 1. and by a series of instal- 
ments, the debt was reduced tp 7,^001. and in this situa- 


tion it stood, when the Right honorable Henry Dundas 
again became the Treasurer of the Navy ; for in Janu- 
ary, 1784, another memorable political revolution took 
place, and the defendant appeared again ip his former 
capacity. 

“ What did the no\y treasurer do to satisfy this balance * . 
of 7 ,<jQ 01. on his re-admission into this high office ? 
took up diaftsto the amount of 2,000l. and the second 
was on the 25 th of May, 1785, a day most memorable in 
the history of the noble lord. On that day appeared the 
' bij) 



bill for the better regulating the office of his Majesty's 
Treasurer of the Navy, and yet, at that very time, he took 
up a considerable sum from the public monies, and paid 
it into the hands of his bankers, for his own private 
advantage. 

“ My lords, what is the natural' reflection which occurs 
to the mind on the pressure of these facts? They are 
not only truth's which I assert, but which I shall establish 
on the most satisfactory evidence. 

“ With the sums thus taken up, the Right Honourable 
Henry Dundas became a debtor to the stale in 1 1,6001. 
and this fact will be placed beyond the possibility of, 
doubt. In .order to effect the reduction of his debt, be 
.directed an amount to be applied from the produce of his 
own salary, which lessened it to 10,3001. Mr. Douglas 
died in the year 1734, and such was the public claim at 
the time of his decease. All the public accounts at the 
Bank, and all the private accounts connected with these 
' transactions, confirm the result I have stated, and what- 
ever mercenary motive may induce living witnesses to de- 
ceive you, no such temptations can operate upon this 
silent, but irresistible testimony. 

“ How did the noble defendant act on the occasion 
of the death of Mr. Douglas ? Did he pretend that the 
public bad no claim upon him, and did he call upon the 
executors of that gentleman to make good the deficiency? 
Did he, after the examination of the accounts of the de- 
ceased, charge the balance upon his representatives? 
No, my, lords, he took a very different course. Mr. 
Dundas acknovyledged the balance due in *tbe presence of 
the son’ and executor of Mr. Douglas, and he confessed 
the whole progress and formation of that balance, amount- 
ing to 10, .5001... and, no ground remains to him on which 
he can erect his defence. 

' “ My, lords, the memory -of Mr. Douglas requires no 
tenderness of feeling, his character is unimpeached and 
unimpeachable : he was a pure, honest, and conscientious 
servant of the public, and I have the testimony of Lord 
Melville in his favour, not only in the recommendation 
the defendant gave to Colonel Barre, but in the sub- 
sequent confidence reposed in this upright officer by .Lord 
Afelville hirpself. 1 You have done,’ said Mr. Dundas 
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“ Can 

tion, impute any thing dishonourable to Mi Douglas* 
and if lie should ventuie to do so, will his assertion? re- 
ceive any credence from} our loidships If I can satis- 
factory prove tlie facts I have non disclosed, the first 
and the tenth articles of these chaiges mil be completely 
established 

“My Lords, I wish to conceal nothing which can 
tend to shew any mei itorious conduct in tins unfot tunate 
nobleman I wish to attubute no blame, where it is not 
de°crved, and hence it is, that with peculiar satisfiction 
I state to you, that, during the time that Lord lilelullc 
■was Treasurer ot the Navy, several most beneficial icr 
gulations took place m hi» office, and seveial ack were 
passed for the protection and defence of those who weie 
before unpiotccted and defenceless The widows and 
orphans of those gallant sons of the empire, who vveie 
fighting the battles of their country, were the objects of 
his pecuhai care, and a nurnbet of lives u ere preserved 
b} his piudent and generous interposition However 
detestable the ciirne may be, it lrad been a common 
practice to forge the wills of those who fell in defence of 
the state, and this atrocious conduct, and its pernicious 
consequences, have been in a great degiee prevented 
by the salutary plans recommended b} the defendant, 
for which he deserves the thanks of the British people; 
and injustice to Mr Ti otter I mu^t admit and not only 
admit, but glad)} proclaim, tint he, when Pa} master of 
the Navj, was eminently useful m assisting the 'liea- 
suiei in these beneficent designs 

The name of Mr Trotter has often been mentioned, 
and hardly less often in a via) uniavoiable to his repu- 
tation , but the truth is that in carls hfc he appeus to 
have conducted him«elf with cicdit and honor, and ev- 
eepting in his «utu ition as Pa} master of the Nav}, there 
is no imputation against him with which I am acquainted; 
and I have heard the honorable defendant candidly end 
nmnfulij declare much m ins Pi v or Mr Totter is a person 
who will give }Our Lordships most material information 
on the subject of thc«c transactions. 1 he affurs of fi ,,s 

gentleman 



gentleman are so intimately blended with those of Lord 
I\Ielville, that no human being excepting Trotter or the 
defendant himself could unravel the concerns; and your 
Lordships well know, that it was proposed to indemnify 
the former from any civil consequences from his own 
evidence, that he might be made a witness on this import- 
ant occasion. Under all the circumstances of difficulty 
with which this testimony is attended, it is a fortunate 
thing for us, that what Mr. Trotter will have to depose* 
will be so fully confirmed by books and documents, as to 
leave no doubt on your Lordships' minds ; and, indeed, 
there is no one particular to which he will give testimony, 
which will not be so confirmed. This is most fortunate, 
not only for us, but most fortunate for the country, and 
most fortunate for Air. Trotter. At the time to which I 
kave alluded, the act which has been mentioned was 
passed, and I myself have heard the noble defendant say, 
that he was yet to learn in what he had offended against 
this law ? 

* c My Lords, there have been difficulties on nume- 
rous occasions, attending the interpretation of acts of 
parliament: the Act of Succession, the Bill of Bights, 
Magna Charta itself, nay, even that sacred law, which 
has been inscribed on the tablets of heaven, and the 
plain mandate, “ Thou shall not steal,"’ has received a 
double construction; but I undertake to shew, that 
Lord Melville could not possibly mistake the meaning of 
the statute which he has so grossly, so flagrantly, and so . 
notorious^ .violated. My Lords, who was to carry into 
execution this act of parliament of Great Britain ? It 
was Lord Melville. It was he that proposed if, he that 
prepared it, and by his authority it was conducted through 
all its stages in the House of Commons. He knew, not 
only the letter, but the spirit of ihe law. Had I been, 
now conducting a similar charge against the successor of 
the noble Lord, I should have much less to say in sup- 
port of the accusation, because, he might have pleaded • 
ignorance with some appearance of truth, although, in 
a strict sense, the ignorance of the law, does not excuse 
any in the breach of it. I am, my Lords, referring to a 
celebrated saying of that powerful European potentate, 
Philip the Second, that, when we enquire into the con-. 
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struction of this statute, . I should recommend similar 
means with tlie change merely of the name “ Let us 
consult the genius of Melville.’' ‘ 

(The honorable manager here made some allusions to 
the minstrels of the country of the noble defendant, to 
shew the spirit by which this parliamentaiy regulation 
was dictated, and then proceeded.) 

“ What were the words of the act? What was its de- 
sign ? If at the time it was passed you" had enquired 
of the noble defendant, what would have been his an- 
swer? He would have told you, that it was to prevent 
all future misapplication of the public money, by him- 
self, and every other person occupying the station to 
which he was appointed. Sfy Lords, read the statute, 
and listen to its clauses. Is there a man in England ;rho 
can doubt of the intention of it ? Can the learned coun- 
sel for the defendant, or even can the most simple man, 
doubt for an instant the tendency and meaning of it ?. 
My Lords, I throw down the gauntlet, and' defy all the 
ingenuity of those able advocates of the defendant, to 
give more than one interpretation to it, and it is this ; 
that from the moment it. became operative, Lord Mel- 
ville was hound to pay the money'devolving.to him in his 
office to the Bank of England; and further, he was 
bound to pay it wholly and exclusively for the navy ser- 
vices. What did he do ? He himself acknowledges, that 
he suffered his Paymaster to devote it to another pur- 
pose; and we contend, that what he did by his Paymas-. 
ter, he did himself. But to look U little more attentively 
ut the statute, the act says, that, * 'No money for the 
service of the navy shall be issued from his M ajesty’s Ex- 
chequer to the Treasurer of the Navy, or shall he placed, 
or directed to he placed in his hands or possession ; but 
the same shall he issued, and directed to be paid to the . 
Governor and Company of the Bonk of England.’ lit 
thc'fourtb section, it proceeds to enact, that ‘ the Trea- 
surer shall draw upon the Governor and Company of the 
Bank of England for all navy services whatever, and 
shall specify in each and cvcry.draft; the iicad of service 
for which die same is drawn.’ 

“ I beg your attention to one inference from this re- 
gulation : the money was to be paid by an accountant. ■ 



2.5 


but. was not to come into the hands of the Treasurer. 
How then vas-it, your Lordships will enquire, that the 
noble defendant could get the money into his own 
hands? A short explanation of the nature of the ac- 
counts will shew how this was possible. There are three 
distinctions of payments to which the duty of the Trea- 
surer of the Xavv extends ; and they are called, the pay 
branch, the victualling branch, and the navv branch. 
It so happens, that upon the two hitter, specific limited 
assignments inusrbe made, for every farthing ; hut, upon 
the former, such assignment* arc made, for a part, hut not. 
for the whole; but this will be explained more minutely 
presently. 

<! Thus, it appears, that it is the duty of the Treasurer 
to pay the money into the Hank, and he is not allowed 
to take it out of this treasury, cither directlv, or indi- 
rectly, without pointing out the immediate service to 
which the payment to be made is applicable: and if he 
gives a draft without expressing the service, the law is 
infringed. I have heard the defendant make a sort of 
difference between these assignments, and the assigned 
balances; and if such a distinction were to prevail, the 
statute would become utterly nugatory, and an absolute 
controul over the money would be given to the Trea- 
surer, which the act was intended to prevent The effect 
would be, that the Treasurer could extract from the Ex- 
chequer 100,000/. and put 8,000/. into his pocket, want- 
ing only for the public service .9*2, 000/." 

After some farther illustrations of the same kind, Hr. 
Whitbread said : “The intention of the statute is clear? 
the words arc simple and appropriate, bur if the acumen 
of the learned Gentlemen can discover any critical error, 
they will be at liberty to argue it.” 

(Mr. Plomer smiled.) 

“ I perceive my learned friend has indulged himself 
in a transient smile. If his countenance be for a mo- 
ment illumined by bis consciousness of the innocence of 
his client, I shall be happy, and I am sure he does not 
give way to this expression of, feeling, from any contempt 
for those who with myself are employed in the service of 
„the public, and who have reluctantly undertaken this 
great and laborious duty. 

£ 


“ In 



** In* 1805, -there was a sunmot 40,0001 discovered,* 
which was said to be applied by Lord Melville to some 
national purpose, and your Lordships will recollect, 
that the subject was investigated In Parliament. No 
defence of this transaction was attempted : they said 
* we will break the law, and the affair shall go unex- 
plained/ Lord Melville,- however, could not prevent the 
circumstance of the application of this sum being known, 
and he with some boldness declaied, that ‘ If Mr. Pitt 
had not informed you how it was applied, I would not 
have told you.’ What was done in this case ? An act of 
indemnity was obtained, and the statute distinctly declares, 
that the thing was unlawfully done. There, my Lords, in 
aid of our simplicityand stupidity, we have another Act 
of Parliament to justify our conclusion. 

" Now, even fioin this imperfect statement, unsup- 
plied as my deficiencies are by my more able coadjutors, it 
appears to me, that if the facts I have disclosed' should 
be confirmed by evidence, every candid mind- must be 
convinced that the noble defendant is culpable. The 
only question is, did he, or did he not, give authority to 
the Paymaster ? 'What/ is his own confession on this sub- 
ject ? ‘ If (says he) it is meant to ask me whether I 
ever gave any direct' authority to - the Paymaster to use 
the money in the manner above mentioned, I should cer- 
tainly answer no : but I have no hesitation in saying, that 
X believed and understood he did, and never prohibited 
him from doing so/ 

“ Mr. Trotter the Paymaster did what ? He took up 
money from the Bsak, and lodged it in the hand* of pri- 
vate bankers, those private bankers were Messrs. Coutts 
and Co. where the money was paid in and out, and inter- 
clianged, on a thousand occasions without any reference 
to navy services whatever. ' . 

, «* Lid he do this to any considerable amount ? We can 
shew to what extent this was done through every -pro- 
gressive month. A few of the Items will explain this 
matter.” 

(Mr. Whitbread here read several amounts from me- 
moranda bcfoic him, 100,000/. 20,000/. ^ 50 , 0001 . 

75,000/. 101,000/. 271,000/. “and at last (said he) the 
* transaction 
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transaction was so prodigious, ns to reach to 'j DO, 000/. 
just before Mr. Dundns went out of office. 

“ Did the noble defendant make any enquiry into this ? 
lie declares he made no such enquiry. What, did no- 
thing bring to his notice these vast sums so disposed of? 
Yes, I will shew you that lie must have enquired. We 
say, that the money was exposed to loss ; not by bejng 
at Messrs. Conus’ where it might be ns safe ns anywhere 
else ; hut by being engaged in various ways and depo- 
sited at different places; for the fact is, it. was any where, 
and every where, but at Messrs. Cou Us*. 1 can expose 
to you a large account, by which it appears, that out of 
these monies, navy hills were bought, when they had 
fallen to a great discount, and I can point out the precise 
sums lent to supply the deficiencies from thiscausc. There 
was a great loss on the ncgocialion, and if Mr. Trotter 
iiad not enriched himself by his connection with Lord 
Melville, lie would not hove been able to have extricated 
himself from this embarrassment 

“ We not only say that the public property was ex- 
posed to these losses but we further assert that it was 
drawn from the controul of the Treasurer of the Navy- 
in whose person the confidence was reposed : While at 
the Bank it was under this controul : if the Paymaster 
were to die, to abscond, or whatever might become of 
Mr. Trotter, at the Bank the money was the effects of 
the public and was capable of being produced : but when 
in the hands of a private banker it was liable to be lost 
to the public, and no private banker could prevent its 
being drawn out by Mr.-.Trotter at his own pleasure, 
whatever might be his persuasion that the money be- 
longed to the public. 

“ Then this power of disposing of these monies, Mr. 
Trotter delegated to another, and then again to a third 
person as in some instances, so that there was no end 
to the risk or loss, no limit to the extent of the power 
to draw, and no calculation could he made on the 
mischief the public might suffer under a variety of cir- 
cumstances which might be stated. ' 

‘, c The whole money was thus drawn from the Bank, 
and deposited with the bankers under the direction of the 
paymaster. The reason given by his lordship for this, is, 

e 2 the 
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the opinion, that it would add more facility to the' con- 
duct of the business of the office in ihe multitude of small 
payments to be made, than if the money were to be de- 
posited, according to’ the constitution of the office, in an 
iron chest ; and that the vai ious parties receiving small 
payments, would be less liable to be imposed upon, than 
if they were each to receive drafts for such small sums 
upon the Bank, at such a distance front the office after its 
removal to Somerset Place. One would imagine from 
this part of the evidence, that there was some materia! 
advantage in this mode, 

Bank 'with drafts which 
But never, in the coudu 

take place, or was there the smallest necessity tor it. ■ 1 on 
would imagine that the paymaster had the guine'as passed 
through his own hand, but neither a guinea, nor a shilling 
was disposed of through this channel; or you might sup- 
pose, that small drafts were issued, but the factwaswholly 
otherwise : again, you might conjecture, that they were 
paying money nightand dayfrom the office. Ifyou cx- 

• pact that any thing like this occurred, you will be wholly 
disappointed. 

“ None of these practices, of which we now complain, 
existed"' during the treasurership of Lord Harrowby, 
Mr. Bragge, ami others. If assignments were brought tcv 
5Ir' Trotter on Monday for 100,0001. and not more than 
SO.OCOl. or 40,0001. were immediately wanted ; that sum 
only was applied, for the rest, it was answered, ‘I shall 
be here at the offiee, ifyou want it, it shall he given you.' 
Well v here was the surplus ? It was loll at the Bank 
Wliere it ought to be, until it was required for effective 

payments. . - . , , . 

‘‘You would suppose, my lords, on w contemplation 
of these facts,, that great balances were in the bands of 
Messrs. Coutts; but, in' this, nlso, you will be,dcceircd. 
Perhaps, 'when 100,0001. was drawn for, only 1,6001. 
constituted such balance, and sometimes only SOOl. and 
they often continued largely ovci drawn. This shews, 
that the money at Messrs. Coutts’ did not lie there until 

• the public service wanted it, but thnt it wus drawn from 
thence for the purposes of private emolument. _ 

“Lord- Melville was asked, ‘l)id you give pciuuss.oo 
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to the paymaster to draw the money from the Bank, and 
lodge it in the hands of a private banker, with a view to ' 
his deriving any advantage or emolument therefrom ?’ 
He answers, “ If it is meant to ask me whether I ever 
gave any direct authority to the paymaster to use the 
money* in the manner abovementioned, .1 should cer- 
tainly answer, no ,* but I have no hesitation in saying, 
that I believed and understood he did, and never prohi- 
bited him from doing so/ Now should this have been 
permitted by any superior officer of such an establish- 
ment, above all, by Lord Melville, who is the author of 
the act to prevent the misapplication of the public mo- 
ney in the office of treasurer of the navy. If the salary 
were too small, why did he not propose its augmenta- 
tion ? lie had free access to the royal car, and wlmt he 
recommended would have been listened to with peculiar 
favour and attention. By a single word, he might have 
obtained the accession of income he required, by the in- 
fluence he enjoyed in the situation he occupied. 

“ It is unnecessary to dwell longer on this part of the 
subject : we charge against him these articles, and wc 
say, that he permitted Mr. Trotter to commit these acts, 
that he promoted their commission, and that the culpa- 
bility rests upon him in the same degree, as if he himself 
had been the sole instrument. 

■ “ We next charge upon Lord Melville, that he parti- 
cipated in the profits made by Mr. Trotter by this misap- 
plication of the public monies. 

“ But, in the variety of objects to which my present 
duty calls my attention, one thing I have forgotten ; and 
the recollection of this, will lead me to another item of 

10.0001. and this is particularly referred to in the fifth 
article of impeachment/ This sum Js a part of the 

40 . 0001 . the misapplication of which has been made a 
matter of notoriety by a course I have stated. On this 
subject we, have the confession of Lord Melville to a cer- 
tain extent before the whole House of Commons, and I 
shall endeavour to shew to what purpose lie devoted it; 
and if he be silent, let bis silence convict him. If I am 
correct in what I lay before you, he is an unfaithful ser- 
vant of the public,- and of him an example ought to be 

2 made 
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made for the instruction of those who in future shall t rc- 
ceive confidence in such situations. 

“ We now come to that part of -the history of the Nil- 
yy Pay Office, in which a person of the name of Jellicop 
was employed. I cannot bring Mr. Jellicoc before you, 
but we must resort to some other mode of proof, which I 
hope will be equally satisfactory : unfortunately, this gen- 
tleman had dealings with the public money, a deficiency 
arose, which he was not able to make good, and he died 
of a broken heart. And here, let me observe, that all 
prosecutions of this sort are instituted for 4 the general be- 
nefit, and not with the view of harassing any private in- 
dividual. All punishment is inflicted for the sake of ex- 
ample, and not for the purpose of personal vengeance. 
It is the morals of a country, which in all these enquiries 
we ought to regard, and it is to this, which every ho- 
nourable prosecutor ought to look, and this, cveiy im- 
partial court will respect. 

“ If I could employ the voice of an angel, and rentier 
it audible to the remotest corners of the earth, I would 
caution every friend of virtue, before lie accepts of any 
great public engagement, I would shew him, that the 
temptations are great, and I would invite him to attend 
to the punishment which would be the consequence of 
misconduct. Mr. Jcllicoe, a respectable member of so- 
ciety, was brought to a premature grave by tlicsetcmpta- 
tions. Others have been constrained io submit to the 
same fate, and all the advantages Mr. Trotter has de- 
rived, cannot repay him for the misery of his present si- 
tuation, and for the wretchedness lie must feet for the 
condition of his friend. Look at Lord Melville, look 
to the degradation to which he is descended, after hav- 
ing filled the first offices of the state. With these in- ’ 
stances before me, I would say to the friend of my bosom, 

4 As you would avoid the lowest depths of horror, touch 
not the public money.* 

“ \Ve charge Mr/Trotter, the agent of Lord Melville, 
with having made advantage of the public money; and 
Mr. Trotter will himself tell you, that he did so. Wc 
shall shew you, that this person made large advances 
without receiving any interest from Lord Melville. 

M A difficulty in this case arose fioin a singular cir- 
cumstance. 



cumstance. We have had laid before us, an account kept 
for'the very purpose of preventing discovery, and which 
the noble defendant himself said, it was impossible to un- 
ravel. It is true, that it was a difficulty, but I deny that 
it is so now, the whole account is made perfectly clear; 
we shall explain to you the commencement of it; we 
shall conduct you to the close ; and it will be seen to be 
as conspicuous as the noon-day sun. 

“ Lord Melville and Mr. Trotter had thirteen ac- 
counts between them, nine of which may be properly con- 
sidered as Lord Melville’s own accounts. Six of these' 
were in the names of public characters, and three of them 
in the 'names of private persons. All these, my Lords, 
we have successfully endeavoured to unravel. Mr. 
Trotter will tell you, that he had a mixed fund, and that 
he made advantage of this account. Further, we shall 
shew you, that to prevent discovery, the books and pa- 
pers were destroyed. This is the charge we make, 1 and 
tins charge we undertake to support. Mr. Trotter kept 
an account current with Lord Melville in a book; this 
account was copied out periodically, and was delivered' 
to the noble defendant with another, which we shall pro- 
duce. Lord Melville, after inspecting this account, 
signed the duplicate, one of the accounts he himself re- 
tained, the other w r as given to Mr. Trotter. The book 
itself is destroyed, although it contained various oilier 
accounts; arid I assert, that it was destroyed for the 
purpose of concealment. One of the books Air. Trot- 
ter happened to have lost before this general destruction 
of the books and papers : fortunately, this has- been 
since found, and to the extent I have at present carried 
it, will confirm Mr. Trotter's evidence. ’ i 

“.It will be scarcely credited, that an agreement ex- 
ists, which was made between Mr. Trotter and Lord 
Melville, two public officers, reciting, that they had mu- 
tually destroyed all accounts and vouchers, stating the 
different items and articles of the public accounts. This 
is a contract of a nature, which you, learned in the law, 
have perhaps never heard of, and which will excite the 
surprize of all the unlearned in the science of legisla- 
tion. There isffio example, or precedent to be found of 
such an act: and it appears still more astonishing and 

unac- 
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v - - f) ec t on the time when it was 
' ' ■ my Lords, at the period when 

the C’ommissioneis ot Aaval Enquiry neie investigating 
the national accounts between the time, my Lords, of 
the accounts being demanded, and’ the answer bein» 
given to the application for them. 

Mr. Trotter fs stated to be a debtor to Lord Melville 
in the sum of between 14,000 /. and 15,000/. ; and no 
explanation is given of the items from which (his ba- 
lance is taken. Here is a man entrusted with one hun- 
dred and thirty millions of money, 'and at last an unex- 
plained balance of 1,400/, is said to exist between two 
public officers, and the question with the nation is sup- 
posed to be capable of being adjusted with all this faci- 
lity. What do they say? Whereas for several years 
past, there have been sundry accounts, the balance of 
which has been lately adjusted, and agreed upon be- 
ta een us, both parties are perfectly satisfied, and do ap- 
prove of and ratify tho same ; and in consequence of this 
agreement, they have mutually given up certain papers, 
and agree to destroy, and consider of none effect ali the 
rest. ) , , 

“ This release then proves one part of the serious 
charge, that documents and papers weic destroyed, and 
that they could not be so destroyed foi any fair purpose.' 
The inference is necessary and unavoidable.” 

After some furthci general remark on tho evidence, 
the honourable manager pontinued. 

“ In one of the interviews with Lord Melville, this 
person being one of the gieat officcis of state, and one 
of the most activ"e,membcis of administration, he said to 
Mr. Trotter, that it was highly probable India StocJc 
would rise, and that thercfoie lie should be glad to pro- 
cure this Stock. 

“ Mr. Trotter understood a little more perhaps than 
Lord Melville intended; and he said, ‘ 1 will tell you 
the means by which you may possess yourself of a cer- 
tain quantity: tbero are long balances of the. public 
money, you may supply yourself with these sums for 
such a pui chase.'’ Upon this, Lord Melville expressing 
some indignation, said, ‘ he would not apply the public 
money in that way.’ Was not this the moment for Lord 

Melville 
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Melville to; say, * What bal&nc'es'are thejsc? jlhcsc ought 
to be brought to account.’ 'But not a word, of this kind 
did he utter. ,>* < < ’ (1 % » -H ' 


K Afterwards Mr. Trotter began to reflect on the im- 
prudence of such a proposition, and ,he told. Lord Mel- 
ville that he had a relation who could give security for. 
such purchases. The noble ; defendant 'agree.d that this 
should be done without one syllable about public balan- 
ces. Subsequently Mr. Trotter informed him of-seveial 
purchases whicli at last were carried to the extent of 
13,5001. To establish these purchases we shall adduce 
evidence from the best authority. And after they were 
effected Lord Melville conferred’ with Mr. Trotter upon 


the, subject. 

“ But who was this friend ? Mr. Trotter went ,to a 


person of the name of Lind, and asked him to purchase 
stock' for the Treasurer of the Navy. This person said 
he had no money, and Mr. Trotter actually lent him the * 
public money, in order that he might make a, second, 
loan to Lord Melville to purchase the stock. Mr. Trot-, 
ter will acquaint you, that he never told the name of the 
man to Lord Melville, and that no security was given. 
The dividends were received f by- Mr. Trotter, first in 
Lind’s name, then in .bis Own', then in, Messrs. Coutts, 


and all the dividends, by whomsoever received, were: 
carried to Lord Melvjlle’s account by Mr. Trotter. Some 
time posterior to this, .India Stock rose ten per cent: it 
will be seen, that Lord Melville profited extremely by 
the speculation, that he had a perfect knowledge of the 
transaction. In the whole, .the cost of the India Stock 


amounted to 25,0001. . including all the progressive pur- 
chases ; then it was leduced to 20,0001. by payment of 
the. noble* defendant, or by some other means and he 
paying from - this source, I contend he must know the 
nature of the transaction. 

But leaving this subject for the present, I now come 
to that part oi the charge, -.in which, we say betook to his 
own , use , 20,0001, or thereabouts„without interest, the 
sum so drawn,- being public money.- , You .will, recol- 
lect .my .Lords,.- that l.bave already, mentioned an item of 
10,6001. This was ; a sum in .the chest account, and was 
the first particular there stated. Be pleased to retain 
tfiis on your recollection^ and to remember at the same 
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time. 



tittltSpwKfi ftjit 1 ridble' atfefldifril ihil<ftsseffed • that he 
nevdr ap'pfed^hy porlhh ft’. (B4 for (he 

purpose of his ( own emolument. The amount'hd hatf 
actnOM/ledgcd id hahd'rece'ivedpaAd ii with be manifest, 
that he his ‘paid ho inteYeSt Whitdvfcr fdt'itS employ- 
itierlt.* - * c * f *o u i u tvwu 1 t i 1 1 i ’ w 

?»<< Thrts'ifort ■ arinual account" 

"WOftf bojh^Jaid IV they Confided 

public rhoriey advances lor ms u^e. Ji would be’impos-’ 
siblfe for Lord Melville tb deny that this# vVds public fn6 J 
ney, or to deny that jt wafc thus- applied to his oivn' ex-1 
elusive advantaged The matters Were fcdsily transacted' 
between hbtd Melvilld dnd-Mr.'3>ofteJ? WhateVef d& 
mands the former made the latter immediately complied' 
with, 'and the kecouhtof these affairs Wds'de/ivdMd pe- 
riodically, at* the er/d dfeach }eaf. * ‘ ~n * ’ lo s } 

^ But in whatever do’ubt the teOst serupufous may 
deposed to •'iridulge, thete Wa3’d pdfficitlaf Sum, Which 
passed from OhfedccOUnt t6 fhd other," 1 which dears tlWiy 
nil obsedrity^dnd makes itheT6nvictibrt'irresistibI<V‘ that’ 
Ldfd’MelVllIe whilst have -befen bOrjudlflted With this mis- 
application ofjthe Turtdfc of-the <sdatd* *'I ‘alltide, my 
Lords; to a speculation in Wbit-WaS tailed the Loyally 
Loan: You well ! knoW,’ that it Wds expected that all J p6r^ 
sons co ■ 1 v. s’ >!• , ! 'f 

should v ■}■»•' :■ m ■ M ■■ ! 

down his name for IO,OOOh - Hdw Was this to be paid f 
The payments were ah made by ’Mr. Trotter,' and every 
far'thihg was ‘discharged OOt df the pdhlifc irt6rtiesl ,,J - * 

* Subsequent!/,' Mr. 'Tfdtter fddirfg stirne ■apptehem- 
sions from the appearance of this Sufe ih his private ac- 
count withXoWPiMeiyihe, 'transferred if to rhe Ohest ac^ 
cabnt, and of 'this fact, his Lordship was distinctly in- 
formed' by direct and positive assertion. Besides this, 
it was in black and white before him, and ho Uncertain-* 
ty could redaituon his tnifid.-* ; The object of this trans- 
fer was <to secure MivlVotter-from the ‘responsibility 
to which he was* exposing himself by this transaction. 
Although, my Lords,- the books and papers ate burnt 
and deutrojed, >et I think I- ’cart shew ttiany of these in- 
terchanges, as cleaWy as if I ^ould produce the accounts 
themselves. 1 
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“To reyerjt now,to;the East India Stock. fPheprpfit at- 



^vhere it greatly exceeded the interest on the loan made; 
for the -purchase/ This • is only, a continuation, of a- prjb 
yate. accpu.pt which ; was begunby.Mr. Douglas,- in the! 

Office. • ' ' ' 1 •’ ' • • " - • ' v. ] 1 

v ( . now come, fo. .jthe- last Recount, which; <is, called the 

ac9opi\tfurrpnt ?ii ]betiiyeen r 3^y;d\jl^plwJJe;;and^r,.Ti:oH 



far ampiji.qts, .,and ;ampMg these, the 1 p.oppl. i for [the /Loy- 
alty. To, ap^ which; ; was }yansfe;-red in/.the -mannel*. I - have:' 
j,ufte3C ( plained.T,;r. I V, n 'Vi >-r< m :.>.l 
.. , “ B'efpre, [I speak. this acpppntVyo;ur fmrdsbips;m.ay> 
bp disposed. tp enquire >vho this : ^Mt. JTr l p l tt,er :i ,w f as,i: w.h.<?: 
was reserved for such extensive concerns .with /the noble' 
de,£e^da ( nt f, ;h£r.; letter was not -at. bis ffirstdintf deduction 
into. life fn the fj/ayy pffice. Bje/ore^e ^ppepr'ed/tljeref; 
fie h?d ^atfempt'ejddp set up in a':iittie ri w;ay ,pf . business; as/ 
a nayy :agejht.- When the^came £q thp.pjffice, , bad& ; 
small salary, .yar.ying from . f 5Ql; : to. lOOjL g .yean; and ffiis 
p.riyate fortune- :,was :npthing. ot: Lpfd ./Mefyfije jcprreptrj 
ly ; fnew,tsuch ..yras hi_s ; . situation p.andyetjV^opmafter/be* 
entered tpe office, his Lordship -borrpy p^imtuense-snm?; 
of ,mo.pey , . which it .was , fntgosable, , this . dependant . of 
pffice could ^npply from big ownjrespiirces. i/j,; ; 

\ 'V Is it then to f be .contended yvith nny decency, -that 
Lprd .Melville was wholly ■. igno.rapt thay the; ; ndynnpes 
iiiade to ,him were from; the ? j>$bfic money ? f - i--.^ 

..." 4tU9tig the perplexed -accounts, produced ;op theses 
affairs^ . we /do find, . that not only, trifling; syms wefe paid 
in this .way, -to Lord; Melville, but. -amounts to the, reach: 
of , 80001 . at ; the.early -part of this history ; to which J have 
referred. « .. . - /.\ 

,ic . Must .-not Lord JSffelville have been .completely aware, 
that the means and .condition of Mr. Trotter; could in no 
way enable him to supply such large sumsj : without 
charging interest for the joan-j iffndeed, it.couid.be fora 
moment -supposed, .that the .credit of this .obscure indivL 
‘^ualin the market pould raise the money.? - , . : 

.r;,' ct T.hem 



Then, ‘there was a’bend of which/you will hear, “for 
4,0001.^ and'*this bond was' destroyed. -’/Whdt did this 
borfd Carry on 'the face 1 of if? The bond ifself expressed, 1 
that^thb'money ‘lent upon It \vas public” money. Why 
dtdi you 1 cancel 'it? f 1 Because,’ 'feays Mr* Trotter, 1 *T 
thought it vvns r a proper compliment toMhe 5 treasurer bof 
the navy.* .L^c* 

Of** \Vhflt can’ they medn-'byyliese proper^colnpljmCnts? 
* ~ 1 ^Irness in siich ^ransafetioffs*? 

v&Ifer' as to suppose e tl!at these 
nothing ? * ^ 

f was noPtakdfPotf^bf jilrivafe 

ition ; ey : If Kvas "bit trhdtecl out of an unmixed fundof'pub- 


iiuuu. 

r Notwithstanding* tKe want of ’recollection s&ssumect 
on i vdryhnumerous 1 occasions, it will astonish thVpublid 
tV learn, hdvv accurately the memory of these pcrsons'has 
served them, almost to a fraction in particular instances. " 

this ds It may,' to tins account waV tarried gene-^ 
rallypall sums-reccived for Lord "Melville, ‘and among 
th4se,‘were different amounts received from Scoljatfd/and 
the sufns>tttni(ted from Melvtjle Castle/ and the* salaries 
,of the defendant ‘from thfe several employments he held 
under the state. ^Ii'is^true,’ th.it the separate interest^ 
wCre branched out' into various accounts,"but ta what- 
ever ramification they extended, they were alf ultimately 
referred to the two r accounts I J have named j ‘either the 
iron-chest account, or the account current,' to which I am 1 
nowjmmcdiately referring.’ ! Some receipts 'indeed 'did 
not come into the hands of Mr. Trotter, and never ap- 
peared in these accounts : thus, Lord Melville was Presi- 
dent of the Board of Control, and the emoluments for 
this duty were received bj others: he was Keeper of the 
Signet, anddiis income from this source was received by 
Xlr. Dundas At Edinburgh. 

i “ Lord Melville subsequently resigned his Treasurer- 
ship, and it became a matter of great moment to Mr. 
Trotter, to make up his deficiences to the public, which 
vve can prove at that time to be SCO, (tool. 

1 « I liave 


t{ I htfve’ nbUitilb fcffdweli tipnnthe particular item's of 
tills account," but'- it HVill ' be seen there -were different 
amounts" sent to Scotland;- there was a heritable bond, 
and various other causes of disburse*: and the* supplies 
for these were formed in a fund, for which Lord Melville 
paid ho interest, and for which he gave no security.- ■■■ ■ * 
»“ What was the result with- respect to the great deficit 
I have adverted to? -Mr. Trotter paid in'-all-ithc sums 
which were'due to' the ‘public, excepting ' the hnVount at 
that time in the possession of Lord fNlelville;- -By. 'the 
year 1800, M'r. : Trotter had made upuhe . whole of' his 
balance, and ; the entire deficiency was occasioned by the 
amounts taken up by the defendant!/*' *Jti» this situation, : 
'Mr.’Trdftef'tdld LoYd' Melville; that <aS’hc ’was goingout 
of office, -if was necessary;! as ho dbubt.it was, that the 
differences should be "rn'ftde good. He ; showed to Lord 
Melville thb-chesf account* and the account current, Cel- 
ling • the' defendant, that he must- not only make up’ the? 
one, but the other, and the deficiency 'as stated to be* 
220,0001/ - How was it to Be provided .for ? 1 • . - . " 

-•/‘'All'the stock iri Lord Melville’s name was , to-be- 
sold; ; excepting : a particularly favoured parcel,*. and - the 
stock was' sold. 4 * 

“ What wffs this favoured adventure? It'consisted'of 
13,5001 India stock, which* had^ been lent.. without inte- 
rest.'/ The culprit was then found ; he could not owe 
the money to Mr. Trotter ultimately, because a lien- was 
preserved bn this India stock. • To whom was it pledged? 
Apparently to ’T/otter -and his friend; What, make the 
stock carry- double ? No, it was for- Trotter only. 

« • Cf From these sources, no inconsiderable .sum was pro: 
cured; and 56,0001. more was derived from the interven- 
tion of a noble person whom ev.ery one will mention' at 
all times with peculiar respect.” 

“ But' who took possession nominally of this stock? 
It was Mr- Mark Sprott. For whom .did he - take - it? 
Mr. Trotter himself: and from this negociation arose 
part offthe funds to be supplied. The produce of this 
was 22,7001. I thinks and was paid by Trotter into Lord 
Melville’s account; The excess, or profit on the India 
' stock, which India stock was bought with the public 
money, and the dividends on which were regularly caiv 
• ' . r.ied 



ried to Lord .Melville's credit,. -plnsfoiitfid ja-patfirof the 
fund to-make up.theideficiepcJfi.jpfjjLord Melvilje, and 
>ve,aren6iv ioibs. gravefyloldythatii.e m arfe po-advan- 
iage of the: public .money; i , M.. 

:‘ f!:Iifiave’raid 'the. other. jsjtosks Ayer? iWW-iiviTEVy 

amounted to )£,{)00l.,' aud.yet'foe fi}(p,,reqy;fex} >yas.nof 
obtkihed.-.-.'lMO'kiagiroiiadSnnd.zrpfling sfrifnselftpf • all 
' his'£xpedidhts;iifovas riohsuSicient, pod jp thh d.iffieplfy; 
he applied to'jMessrs Courts; .and fopy,pd»'Bnced,t0 feint 
upon 'Security ifictr banking bids for l?,Q()Qb,, v'.m ..:u; 
-i. !“'lThjs sum ov»s.- paid jntobtfib.-foink ;.W .fct)piv-;fo? 
clerfe.ivho paid -jt, and we. kopty.foalkhe,s!tip ( >;ras drawn 
by Lord Melville buf'pfi.AIessis -CkWtfs^ J? 9 flSF\ ;r jf the 
were .mot a debio'rko ithfc pilbliedfofewfept.pqrposs^idfe.e 
make, this payment?;.” ' ” , ' ' " 

Are avc to think- that 

sent.totheplrblimof t - ■ . i ■' 

Ids -sit uation* iiamisum,-fep®;njy.iyipwr,tf:fti£>twduc!;; . 
fie would udt'hnve-io.ddioe. b;,,; .t;r(;o.a;!l 

“ But, my lords, after having pnfitd.l these wheels jn.m.o- • 
tiofij-he did not arrive at itfie: p.pmJjicprpposedpfee .could .- 
not Alike, bp-.tps balance.- .He .wspt fo- a.gentfom.an dp 
this extremity to whom he bad lent money, .fend .said to 
him', Mb -17821 aocomowfoted ypv,yop.tnus,t npvy.Tetum , 
thedbligaUan.’: This pers.on.-ppmplied, snd.PjPdPh.vH 1 ? : 
thexunj .procured,' .He dr.ew .optfo.c exact ppm.requisite 
to make. up .the balance, .-i,' 

“.XKtrat a farce 'and tmopkeryjif.lt' tp ^rptpnd, . after 
these transactions, that fee 4id erpt pxaU.hipseJf .pf.foc • 
public money; .which .was conflded to him in Jfiiy official 
situation! -Then an excuse -was invented, : and it was. 
said .that fie .did not 'know where to. pay; the money, 
IVhere did [Lord Chatham ilea v.e : h is balances ? }Vhere . 
did others? He, and they .paid them fed 0 foe Bank.; and . 
all this circuity was like the rest, to mask the transaction, 
and to .make that appear as just and -fair, -which was pei" ■ 
ther just nor fair. • 4 1 . ■ 

“ \Pe .shall now bring .this .investigation ton point. 
From .the evidence to -which X .have .referred,, you .will 
plainly .see, my -Jords, bow .the whole fif .this, complicated . 

business .originated in .-trifles, .until jt wasifou* .widely ex- , 
F»«W- „u- c ' 



*“ : & We gee the noble' lord Occupying thisbrOad ground ; 
Ve : haVW him' beford pspand-I say, be’ will be convicted 
of- thdse’bffebces:'' TcO'htend, that these transactions 
were known to be unjust ahcl dishonourable, during the 
Whole? tttiie v th ; a't‘ : they J vV'ere in- their progress.-' Not only 
the defendant' knew ’it>but‘ all the persons concerned iii. 
this multifarious : business ; yet they da'red not to reveal 
what they had discovered. . 

"•* ’^'iGdiird' IJOrd' Melville think- that' Mrl. Trotter had 
stolen i't'he mdndy, or did he suppose 1 -that he could cbm 
j dr# tip 'gold ' at h is pleasu re ?’ He m ust • ha ve' ’ : applied ■ for 
the'sd sums' knowing that they were taken; from the chesty 
add the dt he'f r fe'Sonrc : es of office'.- . 



fully ypedeTblte^ thfdugH -the’’ globm purposely diffused' 
afbUhd'tiS. *- 1 5 WV ddriy, that We cdhie here with any m ; a- 
lighaht ! desigh‘s, add We ! bbhddently assert, in* the name 
of 1 the Gdffiffions ; of ; England, that we approach this' 
augtist*'frihuhdi iii the genuine spirit of truth and jdstice^ 
We ; dd not,vbn ; this odda'slon; my lords, present before' 
ydu a ^ disgusting; compact of malevolence and power, 
triumphing over ‘inhoCdpce ' 5 and debility. 1 ; the justice of 
our caiise ha's. placed -us; , far abdve’ such ah imputation'. 
With 'respect to' powerywhat is’ the object ? Is it to 4 op^ 
press* aim 'Unfortunate^ individual Who lias moved. iff the- 
obscure circle ; of life, and from the. meanness of his sitoa- 
fipri is unknown to the 1 aO'gdst hieihbers ! of this' solemri 
tribunal? Whatever the defendant be now, he was a man; 
iti the; plenitude of power; he held som e of the highest offi- 
ces of 'the' state; he Was seen basking in the sun-shine of 
royaifdvoUr; He was ’Strong' in his own energies; and he 
Had a; friend, my , lords; iti one of the most able ministers 
that ever existedin this Or in any other country. What- 
is it 'that most remarkably distinguishes the power of this 
ex-minister? Every body was -acquainted with his ne'fa-’ 
rjouS’Cpiiduct,' arid ydt the rumour was not’ heard in the, 
streets; - his exorbitant power silenced the yoice of truth, 

1 Did T say he' had d friend; iti an eminent statesman’? He 
has- ndvv! '.friends; numerous’ and' opulent amohg' your-’ 
lordships ^ 1 from 'the sources of the.Ganges to the extremity- 
of the 'Orkney's he is knoWn- of the world, and' has friends 
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“ every ’ region of (tie. land. Jliere .war hardly a ship 
from (he torrid zones of t(]e, East,. which did; not watt 
friends warpi as the* region fromSyhich they emanated 
10 this favourite child of power* W, . , * * 

“,Suqh is, the sit . if:'.. , V r * 1 , 

you:, but what .■■■■* . . . 

which bore dayvt\ . , . ■ . j , . * . 

of his misconduct? v ' t ^ \ i f v \ 

To satisfy this enquiry, we must} now turn ouf atten- 
tion to that man, who selected thejmmorfal kelson" from 
among the hosts >hc comtpanded, and* wjio sentjiira to 
the Jyde to display, the glory of the Britbbi nrmsjbefem 
the ancient theatre of Komaq greatness — th&^ipan* my 
lords , , who has now unfurled the {British , banners, ^and is 
either engaged ,in defying the eqemiqs of England, in 
their own ports, or, if. they \ * tr> Y' iry \. {q 

hurling destruction among t‘. ... i* 
was appointed to the most <' ^ •, I.'. ' 

prown of Britain has to confer on; its, faithful and inteJJi- 
gent subjects. What did' this gallant ^dmifal/when thus- 
advanced to civil honours,, propose to effept? He said/ 
‘•While I am in power, I \vill,cnc|eavour to deprive it of 
some of the evils, of some of, the immoraj tendencies 
with which, it is accompanied,’ *\ My [lords, you all know, 
thaf under the influence of this disposition he set on, foot 
an .enquiry of great importance to the well-bejng of the 
state, which was sanctioned , by legislative /provisions,* 
These parliamentary regulations brought Forward a set of 
ipen >; who fulfilled the duty they had j undertaken* with 
integrity ami honour; they lard the prominent: facts be- 
fore us; v^c took jhem up as they, left them ; and no, 
have now brought them lmjrer to submit them to ) our in- 
spection.' And although the notoriety of these things be, 
abundantly established, we arc not here to content our- 
selves with ^notoriety, we are to rest wholly on lijecha- 
licter and strength ot the evidence, , j ( , 

lf We can prove thar,‘ to a JargbpmoUnt, Lorif Mchifle 
Jus* misapplied the, public money/ What then? w Lord 
Jilelvdleis not rich ; he has not locked up in his coffers 
the^treasures'of the public;, he is not attached td wealth 
for the, sake of accumulation. ~No‘ my lords', if he }ovccf 
money merely for ha own sake he would be a much Jess 
* 5 ‘ dangerous 



dangerous member of the community. Avarice is so dist- 
rusting in itself, that every one hastens from the presence 
of the individual who is degraded by this passion. What 
was the temptation which influenced. the mind of the no- 
ble defendant to abandon the safe path of duty? Was it 
the love of pleasure and hospitality? Was' it to acquire 
a reputation for generosity ? Even in this case, in what- 
ever prodigality he might indulge, to promote his wishes 
the effects would be transient, and he would not be dan- 

r J t 

gerous to the state. But, my lords, if it be true that lie- 
employed these treasures as the instruments of collecting 
a mass of power to shield him Irom the awful demands 
of justice, to protect him in' the progress of his crimes, 
this, indeed, would be a most perilous application of 
tlie wealth which was entrusted into his hands. 

<c My lords, when we consult the page of history, we 
read of many unfortunate persons who ’have been im- 
peached for the same offence ; but not often with the 
same means of conviction from' their own confession. 
In the days of an illustiioils’ princess appeared Bacon, 
who was acquainted with* the inmost recesses of the 
human heart; who knew all that was in man; the vir- 
tues by which he might be ennobled, and the vices' by 
which he might be dishonoured: Bacon, who Was not 
only the glory of his country, but who commanded uni- 
versal admiration : this distinguished phenomenon timong 
his species; submitted to the' degrading passion, and ob- 
tained money by the most disgraceful means. ‘ But,- my 
lords, it is not necessary to invite your attention. to the 
characters of our moie early annals; the present inquiry 
affects a ‘contemporary; the only subject before you is, 
Did he do these things, and are the charges against him 
supported by competent evidence ?’* 


G 





SECOND DAY. 


, TI’EDNFSD.^Y, ATRI If SOTII. >, 

Mr . Whitbread. “ We shall now proceed to the evidence.” 

Mr. -Giles. “ The first evidence before your lordships will 
respect the introductory matter, and I shall begin with referring* 
to the account under which the commissioners of public accounts 
were appointed. Is it your pleasuie, that before we proceed, this 
act should he read ? [ • r , 

This not being deemed necessary, •» 

Mr. Giles said, “ I shall now call for the eighth report, which 
is in 'the possession of Mr. Witham, and who is the proper officer 
to identify it. 

Mr. George Witham sworn and examined by Mr. Giles., 


Q In what situation are jou ? -> 

A. 1 am clerk of the Journals of the House of Commons. 

Q. Have jou brought with jou the reports of the commissioners of the 
public accounts of the kingdom? 

-A. I have. 

Q. "Produce the thtrd and eighth reports. ' * 

A. Thcj are here ; the original reports. { ’ 


'The Lord Chancellor. '* Would you base the whole read, or „ 
only a part of them ? » 

Mr. Giles. “ Only an extract or two, my Lord.”i 
The Loid Chancellor. •* Let the counsel for Lord Melvillesay 
if they wish to have the whole read?” , 

Mr. Plomer. “ I do not know, my Lord, what part is intend- 
ed to be read, •so that it is impossible for me to determine.” 4 
Mr. Whitbread. “ It will sate time peihaps, my Loid, if the 
whole reports be read, as the discussion would occasion more delay 
jtban the perusal. J 

The Lord Chancellor. “ The learned counsel for the defen- 
dant may either concur or dissent.” 

Mr. Hose then read the third report of the commissioners for 
auditing the public accounts of the kingdom, but as this was 
merelj in compliance with the foims tequired, and much of this 
report was wholly irrelevant to the business before the Court, we 
shall only give the following extract : 

•* It appears that large sums of money were constant!) in the 
hands of the Treasurer of the Navy ; that upon his quitting office 
he kept possession of the balance with which he was at that time 
charged, and continued to make par ments to the officers 'and sea- 
men 
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men of the .fleet upon such ships books as were opened during his 
treasurership, and on such assignments as might be directed by the 
public boards until his accounts were finally made up ; this seldom 
took place till many yeais after his quitting office, and during that 
time he had the use of the public money in his hands. At the 
time of making that report there were five Ex-Treasurers ; the 
sums in their possession amounted to one hundred and four thou- 
sand four hundred and five pounds, four shillings, and , sixpence 
halfpenny : and at the head of the list stood a defaulter in the sum 
of twenty-seven thousand six hundred'and eleven pounds, six shil- 
lings, and five pence one farthing,! whose final account was dated 
so far back as the 6th of April 1689— 6th of March 1781.” 

Mr. Whitbread now proposed to read a citation from the Jour- 
nals of the House of Commons, of the 7th of March i78t. 

, * i 

Mr. Rose, junior clerk of the House of Lords, was about to 
read from the Journals, when the counsel for the noble defendant 
interposed. , . 

Mr. Ploiner. “ My Lord, the evidence now offered is a printed 
book, f have, ho objection, if the original be sent for, that in the 
. mean time the printed journals be read. 

“ Your Lordships will, immediately, discern, that this is not the 
best evidence, the nature of the case adrpifs, and the original must 
be produced. I am at a loss to conjecture from what motive this 
seconda.i y: evidence should be offered to you. I hope you will not 
thjnk that I make this objection . with any view heedlessly to oc- 
cupy youv-time,;, but it is,. right, that before this.a’ugust tribunal,- 
.every stage Lof the c h q'u i r y ‘ sho u 1 d ; b e ; c on d u c t ed with' correctness ; 
for your proceeding on this occasion will necessarily form a- prece- 
dent, when the.foi tunes,, the reputation, and the lives of individuals 
will bedetermined.”' ' " U' r - . ' .. 

Mr.' Adam. “ According to the doctrine of evidence establish- 
ed in the courts, these printed Journals cannot be read as legal ev ; - 
dence.’ You are awaie, my Lords, that in all cases the best evi- 
dence is required, and this is not testimony of that description, inaf- 
,much as it is not the original Journal, but a transcript-; and you are 
aware that, in another proceeding with which you are familar, this 
species of evidence is never given. In the committee of privileges, 
you always .require the Journals of your own House to be pro- 
duced ; and if you do not admit this evidence in a matter of civil 
right, as a title of honour, you will not think it wrong, if we re'- 
quire, in a penal case, that the original Journals should be brought, 
and that. the copies should not be deemed sufficient.” 

Sir Samuel Romilly. “ We conceive, that what we now con- 
tend for is, rny Lords, a rule of evidence fully established and set- 
tled upon one of the most important occasions in the history of 
criminal jurisprudence ; I mean in the case of a noble person 
charged with High Tieason. Upon the trial of Lord George 
Gordon, it was so settled in the King’s Bench, and it has been ad- 
mitted in all future times. It is not of consequence •’ ' parch 
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to flits proof that these ^pripted books ^hould be read, but we do 
not think that it becomes thff managers of the House of Commons 
to change the nature or their testimony, when they oFFei compe- 
tent evidence before your Lordships.*’ 11 1 1 

The Lord Chancellor. t( I do hbt 'know tTiit jthcrc u as* any 
decision of the court on fb$ subject in, Lord George Gordon’s 
trial. Tlm^ort of evidence is a&dnfcd to' by the counsel ” 

Sir Samuel RomtPy. ‘‘ TVe ar£ so anxious, my Lord, that no 
delay should arise* that rather ihan argue the point in dispute, we 
"ill send for the original Journals," protesting, however, that we 
hre not bound to produce them ,f ' 1 

The Loul Chancellor. “ I haVc ,J a)uays considered you must 
have the original of documents to blnch \ou can procure access, 
and which are immoveable In cases whp(e vou have not the ori- 
ginal, you are required to haveV pither an office cop} , oi an, ex- 
amined copy. These Journals/ if ait exanfmed. copy, nvght be 
sufficient.” ' 

Mr. Rose read a # short extract (torn the printed Joaipals,’ (be- 
ing an examined copy) under the date ofihe jth of £lardlt, I7SL. 

J Mr. Plomer. “ It appears by f tbc f report wWcfi bW been re- 
ferred to, that tty-e-’ - “ the px-T^easurcr 

'were examined. :h related to therp 

should be read , I * » { forrhahty, b’u< ft 

ought to appear up 

* 1 . ‘ . - T ortM Hayvikes- 



bf thedefene’e 
r. ’ lfts short 
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Y ' » « have 1r read, 

if they are to be permitted at a future time to rcaJ another part of 
the Appendix No 3" ‘ 

Mr. Rose under the direction^ of the court, here read No. 16, 
“37, 18, and 19. ’ . ^ „ ( 

Nq 16 was the examination of the Rfghf ffotiotabfe Carf JVm- 
ple On the 2d of November, 1780, and the balarice in his hands, as 
representative of the Right Honorable George Grenville vvas 
Stated amounting to 12,3601, 

No 17, gave the same particulars from the examination of 
Lord Visconnt Barrington, on the 7th of November, 1780. 

No 18, vvas the examination of Lord Viscount Howe, for the 
same purpose. 

No. 19, was the examination of Sir Gilbert Llliot, whose ba- 
lance was also stated. 

Mr. Giles. “ The managers now propose to prove, that the 
report of the Commissioners was taken into the consideration of 
the House of Commons, and for tins, I produce the Journals un- 
der the date of the 19th of June 1782. 

, Mr. Rose then read theeptry under that date* 


Resolved. 
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UcMjSva], “ That »: is the opinion of this commute' - , tint 
ftnm hcr.crfoj waul the I'.A m.wtes *Oetvr< A of hi* M.v t r-.ty\ t ,nvv«l 
lotiCA, ;m.l the Ti crus: c; of the X:tv y f<>: the time h *ir,j’, stall 
not njmlv .tm‘ M»m, in r unn of nnmrv itrr.ur-'rU to shrui, <U ei- 
ther of them, to .mv innp or of .?.!*> r.iu.ry ot isstrtc'U to ihrm*rlvc% 


cithct iYuci *ly or imhuvtivM 

Mr. Ciile--. '* A;- the oth repmt, uhhh I fient^nnl m*Vt to fit* 
re.'d, js mu yet cr»mr. 1 ;U now pto.lnrt' the w,m.m! of:!;** v: , ‘l 
nf{ur.:\ jyK’, ur,urrwhu.h I-.vsc P,,u if- Ivuj. v.m appointra j ica- 
iu;rr of tin* N ivy.” 

• *| * * t* ,* * * • t * H f it */ 

I) /*«.*. . ■'VauU'.e,. l-\ .'i V.t'tl'S. 

Q. Wf t ■■* ' f o; *: > v*i.; . i ; . hMi! * 

A. 1 a r. . v i* u; *a- Vr> - \ , 

Q. V. I;..". h, A’ *.*• . Of > : : •• v\: i 

A. !!.,.* t,‘,< * - *. 

<_{. i\. ! e* *>:,<• .-it;. C- • vet.-,! \.V.< h Mr. 15 use 

t «U N.A*. of. S*,” , 5 o! )i *,<- ' * 

The r:.t{ v h: it;** < '.Jtihilcd, 

4 * ♦ 

Mi. Giles sml, •* I juup or Out the v.i;ne'.'. *huoh! te.i»] that 

C!U! V." 

Mi. PIunuT to.t* to i hire:. “ Mv I 1 t wtM»1' , r 0n< im- 
ju. cvi.t' i.'r. Th>- pnr.mhh- of t!.'* ..smlf the: the tip* 

pouitr.ve.:: is i y w *.< * :.:o* u*i*;ct the s.nal r rr.v,n;,it. Now, in. 
stcr.ri <u y *;!ut m;; the w.n.in:, they i t- hror.eh; a hoot, J I tio 
mu r.U hiv v. v he.: t! *• let •: i<, l«m this 1 ’.no a, th.it it will not 
authenticate Oh* Kucn;.” 

Tile Loru Ch.tmeUnr. •* Win? is the nature of On: entry, 
is it mntic luf< tc oi nftci ;hc nppuintment r” ( 1 1 > t.ic witness.) 

Q. Is it a rere.s.-.r ijot*,., in 0 » into wh’n h every *e :: rrr.nl is 

c:nert.r! r 

A. Xot every v.. : rant : it i* the retiffr.i ht> A "f v.an.Ui*,0 
Mr. Freddie (Frrr.oe uuti U'xt strfrit, and ex.nrfrcd by 



office ; and if .they have metlitatcd^hc existence of this warrant, 
the objection would lemain.” 

Mr. Whitbread. “ My Lords, yonr time and patience would 
be wholly exhausted by calling all the officers of the kingdom to 
shew, that there was no public office which was a regular and legal 
repository for these warrants. The fact is, that the warrant is al- 
ways in the possession of the individual, and is not required to be 
placed in any public office.” 

The Lord Chancellor. <c The counsel for Lord Melville say, 
that if Lady Townshend be called, - the difficulty will not be ie- 
moved with respect to the evidence. It is for the managers 
of the House of Commons to say if they will have this witness 
examined.” 

Lord Chancellor. Q.. A question is proposed by many of their Lord- 
ships, if the witness knows who it was that took away the warrant? 

* A . I do not know. 

Mr. Giles. “ We shall postpone the proof of this allegation 
until we can produce Lady Townshend before your Lordships. 
The next aiticle we shall prove, is the appointment of the noble 
defendant to be Treasurer of the Navy ; which I shall do by pre- 
senting the warrant, dated the 19th of April, 1802. The patent 
is under the great seal, and I give in evidence the original.” 

Mr. Plomer. “ I beg it may not be understood, that we have 
the smallest objection to the book of Mr. Coombe, as proof to the 
extent to which it ought to be admitted. With regard to the pa- 
pers of Mr. Barte, we shall certainly not trouble the noble person- 
age to appear. If they will convince us, that these papers said to 
be of Mr. Barr6 contain what they presume, although not strictly 
legal evidence, we will be satisfied, and receive them as if they 
were legal evidence.” v 

Mr. Adam. “ We -are certainly, my lords, desirous of reliev- 
ing the noble lady from the embairassment of appearing before 
your lordships’ to depose to this preliminary evidence ; the ques- 
tion, however, of the admissibility of such testimony is of great 
- importance '; the course when a wairant for payment of money is 
subsciibed by his Majesty, and countersigned by the Lards of the 
Treasury, is to carry it to the Exchequer to be,enteied, and other 
offices for passing public accounts. With respect to tin's warrant, 
the payment was not'to be made from the Exchequer, but it was 
to be from the Navy Office, in its progress, it must have been in 
the custody of the party, and from him conveyed to the proper 
official repository. 

“ We are ready to admit that this warrant was not to be found 
among the papers of Mr. Barr<2, and with this admission, all nega- 
tive evidence- as to that point is unnecessary ; and it is equally 
clear, that the entry at the Navy Office from which the payment 
emanated, is the best, if an entry be at all received in proof.” 

1 
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The Lord Chancellor. “ Do you know if money has ten paid 
upon the warrant ? . ' ’ . ' . 

Mr! Giles • I believe tlie managers will be able to shew that 
moneywas so paid.' The warrant is not deposited at the- Auditor’s 
Office, at least until. the. money is paid. s 

Q. Mast not the warrant be entered at the Audi t or’s. office ? 

. , . A..- 1 .do. not. know, not belonging to that office., r : > 


' ' Mr. Giles . 1 “ Will you permit Mr. ‘Cobb' t ; o he recalled’, ’as lie 

belongs to that office, and will be able to inform your lordships'.”' 

_ . . . r . , . • < , - (1 » 

Mr. Colb recalled' and examined by Mf. Giles / ' , , ( 


. Q, Is the warrant le ft Jn your office ? 

A. No, the entry of the warrant has been considered sufficient. x‘ 
Q. - What becomes- of the briginal- warrant ? : • 

A. The party calls and takes it away. • " A 


Mr. Giles. . “ If any doubtremain on this matter, the managers 
have 1 nonobjection to bring 11 the warrant 1, from- the Navy. ‘Office, 
should;fhat b'emiore^satisfaCtory to the 1 learned counsel- for the de- 
fendant, and for this purppse I will call Mr. Harmood.” ’ , 

-t.v.i : / '' 

.. yLordy Lauderdale.. . Did , you. make' the ; . entries, .from the original 
Warrant?. ; - 

■ 'Av.Ypsii'did, fj 


C 


■ Mr. Harry Harmood sworn, and examined by' Mr. Giles 

Q. Were you paymaster : to Isaac 'Barfey’ Esq.-’when Treasurer of, the 
Navy? ’ l ~ i! ’ ' ■' W 

- a: Yes.- - •• •- z - - -• 

Q. Do you recollect Mr. BafrC having an 'infcreasC l . | of Salary in that 
-office? . . ... a • 

A-T-do. ;: " ; ‘ 


Q. Was that increase, from time to time, paid to Mr,., Barre? 
A. Yes, it was. . . ' . . , 

- H Qr Do you know, finder Hvhat authority, it was so paid ? . - ' 
A- I do not know under what authority. . 


The Lord Chancellor to the counsel for the Defendant; '“ The 
■original warrant cannot he found,” - • 

Mr. Plomer. We are ready to admit,. my Lord, that the war- 
rant was not to be found among the papers-'of Mr. Barre. Thus 
far we admit, and no more.” . 


r The Lord Chancellor. Q. Do you know the amount of the salary you 
paid to Mr. Barre while Treasurer of the Navy ? . . . . 

A. I believe in all 40001. • ■ • 

Lord Holland. Q. You are asked, in what office and manner that- salary 
was paid? - 

A. It was paid to the office, of Treasurer.. ... ' 

The Lord Chancellor. Q. By whom. 

• A‘. I do not recollect by whom. 

, - . h> . - . Lord 


Mr. Plotner. Q. Did you ever see this warrant in the possession of 
Mr. Barre ? 

A. I did not. - * " 

Q. If it had been in Mr. Barre's possession, does the witness believe that 
he should have seen it? 

,A. 1 have no doubt I should. 

Mr. Plomer. “ My Lords, we have no satisfactory, account 
where the original is. The case as it now stands is ? that it is. 
neither to be found among the papers, nor is it in' the possession , 
of any of the witnesses. Kir. Harmood says he never saw it, and 
he has no doubt but if Mr. Barre had had it in his possession,' 
he should have Seen it. The probability is, that the original never 
reached the hands of the party benefited by it. The next' endea- 
vor has been to trace the warrant to certain offices, whither it 
might have been carried to be enreied. The only offices they 
have proved to have any concern in it are the Treasury and the 
Auditor’s Office. Supposing the original warrant were not to 
be- found at these offices, where it was so entered, the next place 
of deposit, most probable, would be that office where the salary 
was paid : but here is no evidence with respect to this. But, 
admitting, for the sake of argument, that they had proved that 
the warrant was not to he found in the public offices, still, I say, 
they have not gone the length required for the production of the 
secondary evidence; because it is an entry into the Treasury' book, 
which is hot proved. 

“ The manager says, that the book is in the nature of a record/ 
He cannot strictly mean £ record, but a public document such as 
is considered to prove itself. 

“Butin the present case, the 'court is to be informed,' not 
merely that the warrant did exist, but the terms of the warrant 
itself should be distinctly Understood. Upon the exact force of 
the term, and upon every word contained in it much may depend. 
The true fact of the increase of salary by a Warrant, does not 
authenticate all the intents which may be alledged of such war- 
rant. How is a copy of one original to be proved, by a compari- 
son with another, before you have any evidence of either? . - 
“ It is then said, that of an official book no evidence is neces- 
sary; but I contend, that this is not’ a case" when it can bd 
admitted without evidence,' if indeed it can under any circum- 
stances at all. If it could be in any ca’se dispensed with, it is where 
the law gives credence to the officer wh'ose diity it is to make the 
entry. 

• “ My Lords, they present to you an entry by an' individual, but 
the hand-writing itself is not proved : nor have we seen if the 
•officer making the entry be a person of that ciedence in the law 
-to which I have just adverted ? 

“ You tire then required to receive an entry made by a person 
of whom you know nothing,- anil' perhaps by one, in no respect 
authorised to make it. Upon, every piinciple, they have not pro- 
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of the evidence, -we -will certainly wave it, but; we shall first call 
Mr. Standee of the Navy .Office in support of it, 

. “,I contend that the warrant. .ought to be in the custody of the , 
party to be benefited by it, .but it does so happen in the course of 
the proceeding, that the T.i easurer of the Ntivy must have, his war- 
rant entered at the, Auditor’s Office.. I shall produce a warrant of 
LordMelyille for a similar purpose,' which was in the hands of his 
paymaster.” 

< ' ' v 

Mr. Slandert szuorn, and examined by Mr. Gilts. 

Q. What situation do you hold ? ' 

A. I am clerk of the Navy Office. 

Q. What is the ‘name of your place? • 

A. 1 am comptroller, with a regular salary, 

Q. What is that book you have 'brought with you ? 

A. It contains copies of the warrants? 

• Q. Have you a copy of the warrant of the late Mr. Isaac Barry ? 

A. I have, 

; Q,. Did you examine it with the original warrant ? t 
A. I did. 

Mr. Giles. “ It being/admitted by the learned counsel for the 
defendant, that the warrant is not to be found among the papers 
of Mr. Isaac Barre, I now produce an examined copy, which I 
contend to be competent evidence.” 

‘ The Lord Chancellor. “ Do the -learned counsel for Lord 
Melville object to this evidence ?” 

'Mr.'Plomer. “ I shall make no objection, for this evidence 
seems to go somewhat farther.” - 

Mr. Rose then read the warrant for ‘increasing the salary of 
Jvlr. Barre as Treasurer of the Navy, in the following'terms : — 

i , 

“ George R. 

\ 

• 1 ’ * * * ‘ 

“Whereas by letters .patent under the Great Seal of Great 
Britain, bearing date the 10th day of April, 1782, we were gra- 
piously pleased to give and grant unto our right trusty and well- 
beloved counsellor Isapc Barre, Esquire, the office of Treasurer of 
our Navy royal and Ships, and receiver-general of all sums of 
money appointed, or from time to time to be appointed and pay- 
able for the support, maintenance, and reparation of our navy 
royal and ships, for emption and provisions appertaining to and 
necessary for oyr said -navy and, ships, and for wages and salaries 
of officers, servants, and other persons whatsoever belonging to our 
.said navy and ships, .or for matter or. thing whatsoever in any 
manner touching or concerning our navy rroyal. and ships, for the 
exercise and occupation of the said office, and for and in satisfac- 
tion of all wages and fees of threepence of lavvful money for every 
-pound to he received and .paid by the said Isaac Bane, by virtue of 
l}is said office, we .were -further graciously pleased to give and 

gran; 


r Mr. C^Ics./ ft Wc shall now give in evidence,' the warrant un- 
der the King’s sign manual, granting an additional salary to the 
Rich Hon. Henry Dundas, Treasurer of the Navy. I think no 
otVr .evidence is necessary, as the sign manual authorises the war- 
rant. The patent .was found among' the papers of the late Mr. 
Doufflas, paymaster to the Right Hon. Henry Dumbs," > 

Mr. Plotncia •< 1 have no objection to this evidence." 

Mr. Rose read .the document in the following terms : 


** Gt:ofiGE R. 


counsellor, Henry Dundas, the office of Treasurer of our Navy, 
Royal Ships, and Receiver General of all sums of money appointed, 
or from time to time to bb 1 appointed, and payable for' wngc^, 
salaries of officers* servants, and other persons whatever, bclongihg 
Jo our said navy or ships, or any other matter or tiling* whatsoever, 
in any manner touching otir Navy Royal or Ships,' mid for the 
exercise and occupation of the saitl office, and for and in satisfac- 
tion of all wages and fees of thrcc-pcncc of lawful money, for every 


pound to be received and' paid by the said ITcnfy Dundas, by vir- 
tue of bis said office; * We were further graciously pleased to give 

nnrl Rtnn I... ^l.' ^ !vl M 1 ^ J >• -nn -inrs.iN*. /««• % f st T • r- 



all charges, tatfes," and cxpcnccs,' thereon, will not produce 
To' the said Henry, “Dundas" more than the sum' bf'T 850k 
In’ each’ year, of thereabouts.’ ' :1 A ! nd, whereas, for" divers ' good 
causes, us'Ji'Crciirifo 'moving) We : ar6 graciously pleased that 'the 
income of the, Treasurer (if the Navy, shc’jltTbe 'augmcntedJ'wYnt 
an additional allowance of r 2340k Os, (3d. in order to rnajcey togeV 
tiler 'with ‘ r thc‘ s'aid'kum of 1 8501. (lie said m’eome to;' amount* in 
future ’to the sum of 40001 . ';Our ' wili.'.and pl'casute ' f jIieTcfoi e is; 
and we do lieTeby'clirect, authorise,, 'and empqwer’him, the said . 
Henry DunciasV to "take ’and' apply' out' of such monies ’|is' arc in' or 
shall conVe toTus hands',' or to the hands' of his cashier,’ j'arisen, or 
to aiise,' by ' the sale of old naval stores; the sum' of two thousand 
three 1 htfri'dred and 'twenty-four pounds six shillings ’and' sixpence, 
'v’hich, 'together with' Vne before-mentioned surrt of 18501. will 
make ’the said 1 sum of 4 OOOI. V which ' we ' are graciously pleased to 
grant to i him,' ’clear ' of all deductions, in 'full satisfaction of all 
wages an'd fee's, and other’ profits and emoluments, heretofore en- 
joyed by’ former Treasurers of Our Na'vv, the same to commence 
and be computed from th'e J day of the letters patent appointing him 
fd the office of 'Treasurer of Our Navy',’ arid to continue during 
his ‘continuance' in 'the said office of Treasurer of Our Navy, or un- 
til we' shaiJ'sighify'Olir pleasure to the contrary .by warrant’ or writ- 
ing under* Our Royal Sign Manual! ' And we do hereby authorise 
and command you the AuditbrS'oftheTrriprests, and all- other Our 
. 2 officers 
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except as far as he may be responsible for bis clerks. On passing 
his accounts, the bill indotsed or requisition of the Navy Boaid, is 
both his authority and voucher for his draft ; the diaft indorsedjs 
the voucher for the Bank to prove their payment. If these. ac- 
counts agiee (and they ought frequently to be compared together) 
it is highly probable tnat they a' - e both right.” 

The Lord Chancellor. “ Do the learned counsel for the defen- 
dant require that more should be read ?” ' 

Mr.'Plomer. “ No, my Loid.” ; ‘ 

Mr. Giles. “ We shall read, in point of form, the entry on thfc 
Journals referring to this report.” ' 

It was read accordingly by Mr. Rose. 

Mr. Giles. “ We shall now shew from the, Journals, that ■the 
Right Honorable Henry Dundas btought in a bill for regulating 
the office of Tieasuier of the Navy.” 

The clerk of the court then read from the Journals the progres- 
sive stages of this bill, by desire of the learned and honoiable 
manager, under the dates of the 17th of February 1785, and of the 
2Qth of Apiil, and of the 3d of May, of the same year. ’ • 

Mr. 'Giles. ,e Oh the 25th of May 1 785, the Right Honorable 
Henry Dundas carried up the bill to the House of Louis, and I 
produce your Lordship’s Journals to prove it.” 

, Mr. Rose also read the extract of the Journals of that date. 

Mr, Giles. “ We shall nor 'think it necessary to read the Jour- 
nals as to the progress until the act was passed. We shall now 
proceed to give evidence to the appointment of Mr. Douglas, as 
paymaster to Mr. Henry Dundas, and the first proof we shall ad- 
duce is the letter of the noble defendantiiimself.” 

Lord Melville, having looked at the signature, admitted the let- 
ter which contained the appointment of Andrew Douglas, esq. to 
the office of paymaster under the Treasurer of the Navy. 

Mr. Giles. “ I shall now call the son and executor of Andrew 
Douglas, esq. and subseqpently produce the will.*' ' 

Mr. Archibald Douglas sworn and examined by Mr. Giles . ' 

Q. Are you the son and executor of the late Andrew Douglas, pay- 
master to the Right Honorable Henry Dundas ? 

A. I am. 

Q. Iia\e you any of the papers belonging to your late father? 

A. I have not. 

Q. What became of the papeis ? ’ 

A. They were all left in my father’s house. 

Q. Do you know what became of them f 

A. I do not know, they Were not in my possession. 

Q. Did your mother reside in the house in which your father died ? 

A. She remained for some time there, and then removed to another 
Xause. 

/ , 

Mr. Giles. “ My Lord, J shall call that lady.” 

1 Q, Did 
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Q. How came you to deliver the box to them if you did not know-them 
before ? 

A. I understood they came from a committee of the House ofCommons, 
and a person brought me an order to attend. 

Q. Did the gentlememwho came for the box represent themselves to be 
members of the committee? 

A. They did not. 

Q. Did you examine the contents of the box before they took it. away. 

A. No. 

Q. Was it loeked ? 

A. 'Yes. „ 

Q. Did you keep the key of the box ? 

A. 1 used to keep it locked up. 

Q. Did you give the key to the gentleman to whom you delivered the 
box ? ' 

A. Yes, I did. 

/ 

Mr. John Winter sworn ahcl examined by Mr. Giles. 

Did you examine the contents of the box delivered by the last witness 
to the members of the committee ? 


Mr. Plomer (interposing). “ Before the witness proceeds, I 
wish to know it he saw the box delivered by Mrs. Douglas to the 
'gentleman ? 

A. 1 did not. 


Mr. Whitbread, “ I am the person. The box, when deliver- 
ed, was locked, the key was given to me, and the contents were 
examined by the witness.” 

Mr. Whitbread sworn , and examined. 

An order was sent to Mrs. Douglas, the executrix 4 of the late 
Andrew Douglas, to attend the meeting of the committee, the 
members having been informed that his papers were in her posses- 
sion. The order was that she should attend the committee. To 
which she gave answer that she was too ill to attend. The officer 
of the E-Touse waited upon her with the summons. As the day on 
which this application was made, was thaton which the parliament 
was prorogued, it was thought right that I should go to see if she 
were in possession of the papers. I went, with another member, 
to the house, and enquired for the papers of her late husband. She 
said, that all his public papeis were in a deal box on the attic_story, 
and that the room was locked. There we found the deal box, of 
which Mrs. Douglas had the key ; it was put into my possession, 
and that of my brother member of the committee ; we took the 
box with us, but did not arrive at the House until the committee 
had broken up. The box was then taken to my house, and I re- 
turned with it the next day. I gave the last witness the key to 
SQit and arrange the papers. 


Cross-examination by Mr. Plomer. 

Q. The hon. manager will excuse my proposing to him some questions. 
On s\kat day was it ? l 2 A. The 
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Air. Whitbread. A. All the' papers were shewn, for which any appli- 
cation was made. The papers wore applied for on the day of the proroga- 
tion of Parliament, and the committee could not act until the parliament 
sat again. 

Q. There were other papers in the bo.\-, besides those submitted to the 
inspection. of the solicitor of Lord Melville ? 

A. There were. 

Q. What became of those papers ? 

A. They are still in my possession. 

Q. Were they removed from the box when the solicitor examined it? 

A. They were. 

Q. Where were they r 

,A. They were laid in a room at onr office. , 

Q. Then some of the papers were taken out of the box, and the rest were 
in the box when Lord Melville’s solicitor examined it ? 

A. Yes. 

The Lord Chancellor. Q, Can you swear that the papers you took out 
efthe box, and placed in your room, taken together, were all the papers? 

A. Certainly I can. 

Lord Eldon. Q. Was any notice given to Air. or Airs. Douglas, before 
the opening of that box ? 

A. Not to my knowledge. 

• Lord Suffolk. Q. Did the box from wliich you took the papers, conti- 
nue locked while in your' possesion, and notin immediate .use? 

A. Yes. 

Mr. Win. Bose Hayward sworn and. examined by Mr. Giles. 

Q. Is there a letter of attorney from the Right Hon. Henry Dundas t® 
Mr. Douglas at your office ? 

A. There is. 

Q. Did you make the entry? 

A. Yes. 

Q. From what did you write it? 

A. From the original power of attorney? 

Q. How do you know it was the original? 

A. It was brought to me as all other powers are. 

The Lord Chancellor. ■ “ For what length' of time did he receive 
pay under that -power from the date of it ?” 

Q.. Did you receive any money on account of .the treasurership.of Lord 
Alelville, but under the power ? 

A. No. 

^^ es * “ Now, my lord, I propose reading the power.” 

Mr. Plorner interposed to cross-examine the witness. 

Q. Did the witness ever pay any money to Mr. Douglas ? 

A. I he form is, for the auditor to direct the payment, and the teller to 
pay it. . i r 

Q. Do you know of your own knowledge, that any money was paid to 
Air. Douglas ? . 

A. I know that I wrote upon the order by whom he was to receive it, 

Q. IIpw do you know that Mr. Douglas received the money. 

A; Orders 



A. Yes, certainly. 

Q. At- what time did you separate some of the papers from the others in 
the box ? 

A. On the morning that Mr. Le Blanc was appointed to come. 

Lord Holland. Q. Was Mr. Le Blanc made acquainted with an}’ thing 
respecting the other papers not in the box ? 

A. Ithought.it right to inform him, that there were other papers be- 
longing to different treasurcrships, and that they were open to his in- 
spection 

Q. Did you see Mr. Le Blanc more than once ? 

A. No. T think not. 

Lord Eldon. Q. Were the papers not shewn to Mr. Le Blanc, except- 
ing on the occasion you have just referred to, always kept in the box? 

A. They were. 

Mr. Giles. ‘ “ I shall now bring as a witness, one of the clerks 
of the Bank. 

•v 

Mr. Thomas Whiltingham , Clerk of the Bank, sworn and cr- 
ammed by Mr. Giles. 

A book was put into the hands of the witness. 

Q. What are you ? 

A. A clerk at the bank. 

Q. Were you a clerk at the Bank at the time the book was written, 
"Which is now delivered to you ? 

A. I was. 

Q. Do you find to that book the signature of Lord Melville, then Henry 
Dundas, and also that of Andrew Douglas ? 

A. Yes, on the Sth of August, 1782. 

Q. Do you know the hand writing of Lord Melville; 

A. I do. 

Q. flow do you know it ? 

A. I saw him write this. 

Q. For what purpose did Lord Melville and Mr. Douglas sign that 
book ? 

Lord Chancellor (interposing). Q. Do you know the hand-wilting of 
^ r * Douglas? 

A. I do, but I never saw him write. 

Q. Have you corresponded with him? 

A. No. 

f 

Mr. Archibald Douglas recalled and examined by Mr. Whit- 
bread. 

(The book delivered to the last witness was now put into the 
hands of Mr. Douglas.) 

Q. Was that your father’s hand writing ? 

A. Yes it was. 

Mr. Giles. Q. For what purpose was the entry signed ? 

A. It was a power to Mr. Andrew Douglas, for his account with the 
Bank. ' 

Q. What is become of the original power of attorney'? 
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Written declaration, and not being upon oath, it cannot affect a third 
person in a ease of this kind. You must prove every thing against 
the Noble Lord by testimony upon oath, excepting upon such par- 
ticular eases in which that form of evidence is dispensed with* 
-This is not proof upon oath, and cannot affect the noble de- 
fendant. ” 

The Lord Chancellor. “ You must .shew that lie made that 
certificate in his character of paymaster, and then your proof will 
be admitted.” 

Mr. Giles. “ I offer the evidence, having first shewn that Mr. 
Dundas had appointed Mr. Douglas his paymaster, and in that 
character it was necessary he should receive the money in the Ex- 
chequer; for the Treasutcr icceivcs nothing. To receive the 
money, and to transmit the accounts, is his necessary duty as pay- 
master. This then I sav is the best authenticated evidence, pto- 
cecding from Lord Melville himself, for he is Lord Melville, being 
the representative of Lord Melville. It is the duty of his oilice to 
make these acknowledgments, and he thus makes them, and they 
can he made in no other way. 

“ It is very unfortunate for the managers that your Lordship 
should have decided that this hook is not evidence against Lord 
-Melville, the hook having been sent to the office under Loid I cl— 
ville’s own authority. In this ease the usual course is put. sued. 
Lord Melville is bound by his act, if lie act in the charaetci of 
paymaster to Lord Melville. 

“ For further satisfaction with respect to the evidence, the na- 
ture and duties of the office may he explained to their Lordships.” 

The Lord Chancellor. “ For what purpose do you produce 
the book ?” 

Mr. Giles. “ I produce it, my Lord, to shew that Mr. Doug- 
las did receive the money at the Exchequer.” 

The Lord Chancellor. “ This may be conclusive against Mr. 
Douglas, the question is if it can be so with regard to Lord Mel- 
ville.” r 

Sir Samuel Romilly. “ My Lord, we have proved that Mr. 
Douglas was die paymaster ; first by a letter, and next by shewing 
that Mr. Douglas had acted in that character; and I understood 
that your Lordship Was of opinion that a letter of attorney had 
been executed, and the instrument was couched in the terms con- 
tained in the book. In order to make this evidence, I conceive 
that it was expected of us that we should produce the subscribing 
witness to the letter of attorney. , 

“We suppose, that having given our proof according to the 
constitution of the office, viz. that the paymaster alone receives 
all the sums for the Treasurer of rhe Navy, we have, connected 
with the other facts in evidence, done what is sufficient. All die 
receipts and payments of the Treasurer are in fact the receipts and 
payments of the paymaster, and hence we say that proving these 
by Mr, Douglas is proving them by Lord Melville,” 

k The 
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THIRD DAY. 

THURSDAY, MAY 1ST. 

Mr . Giles. “ I will now produce the original power of at- 
torney.” 


Mr. Dyson sworn, and examined by Mr. Giles. 

Q. Were you solicitor to the Admiralty in the year 1782 ? 

A. I was. 

^ Q.. Were you acquainted with Mr. Andrew Douglas, Paymaster to the 

Right Honorable Henry Dundas? 

A. 1 was. 

Q. Do you recollect being desired by Mr. Douglas to pass a patent? 

A. I do. 

Q. Does the witness remember providing a stamp for the power of 
attorney from the Right Honorable Ilenry Dundas to Mr. Douglas? 

A. I do. 

Q. Do you remember attesting that power? 

A. I have a very slight recollection of the circumstancei 

Q. Has the witness any doubt that he attested the power of attorney 
authorising Mr. Douglas to act'as Paymaster? 

A. I cannot positively say, but I am inclined to think that I did, 

Q. The question is, if you have any doubt of the fact? 

A. I can make no other answer. 

Cross-examination by Mr. Plomer. 

Q. I ask, if any circumstances have recently brought this matter to 
your recollection; or do you rely upon memory, without having recourse 
to written papers? 

A. It has occurred to me from the paper which has been shewn to 
me this morning? 

Q. Without the assistance of that paper, should you have any memory 
of the transaction ? 

A. I should most probably have recollected it without seeing that 
paper. 

Q. Did you before you saw the paper remember it; or rather, were- 
you asked the question whether you recollected it, before the paper'was 
shewn to you ? 

A. I had given my answer, without any of the managers being con- 
cerned. ' > 

t 

Mr. Giles. “ The managers propose now, to read the entry 
of the power of attorney made at the Exchequer, conceiving this 
entry the best proof of its existence.” 

Mr. Plomer. “ In order to do this, they must establish the 
fact of th6 power being executed by Loid Melville lor the purpose 

‘ k 2 “ suggested. 
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Mr. Giles. “ My Lord, we have the most satisfactory proof 
as to this particular. As it now stands, I think the'clufk of the 
Treasury who produced the book, spoke of Mr. Douglas as having 
acted in that situation, but if he did not the clerk of the Bank 
* did ” 

The Lord Chancellor. “ I would ask, what is the date of the 
power of attorney ?” 

Mr. Giles. “ It is dated, my Lord, on the 24th of August, 
1152.” 

The Lord Chancellor. “ What is the date of the letter ?” 

Mr. Giles. “ It is dated on the 26th of August, in the same 
year.” 

By the desire of the Lord Chancellor, the commencement of 
the entry was read. 

The Lord Chancellor. “ I wish to know if the entry you 
propose to read of this power, has the name of Dyson as attesting 
witness, and. if he is described as solicitor to the Admiralty?” 

Mr. Whitbread. “ It is entered on the 30th of August, 
1182.” ^ , ' 

, Mr. Dyson recalled. 

Lord Ellenborougli. Q. You say you, recollect preparing the paper, 
do you also remember, that you were attesting witness to it? 

A. My answer went to the attestation. 

Lord Eldon. Q. Do you recollect the contents of the power? 

A. I understood it was to authorize the Paymaster to draw, and tt> 
enable liirn to do the duties of his official situation. 

Lord Suffolk. Q. Do you think the power could have been drawn up 
for any other purpose ? 

A. No, certainly not. 

, Mr. Giles. <c My Lord, we have abundant evidence, that Mr. 
Douglas acted as Paymaster, but we do not want to anticipate this 
proof. We can shew it by letters from Lord Melville, and by 
much other testimony equally conclusive.” 

Mr. Plotner. “ The honorable managers seem to me to con- 
found two things, in themselves perfectly distinct ; the character 
of this person as Paymaster, and all he might do, although never 
authorized to do any thing beyond it ; and the question now is, 
if he had, added to the chaiacter of Paymaster, any other authority 
of any kind from Lord Melville. That he was the Paymaster, 
and acted as such, is a matter I do not dispute, but the question is, 
it he weie authorised by Lord Melville by any power but that 
confeired upon him as Paymaster. 

“ This is a separate and independent enquiiy ; and on the other 
side, they have produced no evidence to this point. Did he ever - 
■act, in any one thing, which he might noc have done alone, in 
his character of Paymaster ? Not a tittle of prqof to this has 
been adduced. 

“ In order to prove, that besides his power as Paymaster, he • 
Nvas the authorized attorney of the noble defendant, they must 
" shew, 




ion to which his attestation appears, but he says, “ Conscious 
in y own intcgiiiy, I know I could not have subscribed that 
jcr, unless t had seen the signature of the patty applied to it. 

“ Then the question is, docs Mr. Dyson’s evidence go far 
)i5gh, coupled with the citcumstanccs, to have the entry lead? 

: says, he cannot swear positively. Me does not say he had no 
abt. He is then asked by Mr. Plomer this proper question: — 
lad you any otiginal recollection, or was it brought to your 
nd hv the paper shewn? 1 do not think it would catry the 
tier, if his fiist itnptession were produced on the inspection of 
: paper, but this is stronger, he stales an original recollection, 
licit is fortified by the paper.’ 

“ Under these circumstances, unless any noble lord think die 
liter requires further considetatton, 1 shall give my opinion, 
it the entry ought to he read.” 

Mr. Rose then read the entry, which purported to he a copy of 
: power of attorney under which Mr. Douglas was appointed 
ymastcr by Lord Melville. 

The attestation was also toad, to which the name of Dyson np- 
ared. 

Mr. Giles. “ We are now, my finds, to state the situation ami 
tics of the Paymaster of the Navy; for although, these appear 
the reports before you, it will he more correct; and more satis- 
:tory, to receive information fiom a pci son acquainted with the 
ice.” . 

Tiie evidence I have now to produce, is in support of the first 
d tenth charges. The fust, charge is comprehended in the tenth, 
e latter being only an extension of the former. This evidence 
ill relate merely to the transactions before the passing of the act 
r regulating the office of the Treasurer of the Navy.” 

Mr. George Fennell sworn and examined by Mr. Giles. 

Q. Are you Accountant of the Treasurer of the Navy ? 

A. I am. , 

Q. Ilow long have you held a situation in the Navy Pay Office? 

A. Since the year 1773. - 

Q. Ilow long have you been accountant ? 

A. Since 1783. 

Q. Are you acquainted with the duties of the Paymaster of the Navy? 
A. I am, my lord, ( 

Q. Did they not come under your observation as accountant ? 

A. No. 

Q. How thenarc.vou acquainted with. the duties? 

A. Having been long in the office. 

Q. Does the Paymaster of the Navy superintend the departments of lire 
tice ? 

A. Generally. 

Q. Did he before the act respecting the office of the Treasurer of the 
avy, receive the money from the Exchequer? 

A- Yds. 

Q. Doe? 

/ 


Mr. Hayworth called and examined hv Mr. Giles.' 

Q. Can the Paymaster of (he Navy receive money, unless under a 
power of attorney from the Treasurer ? 

A . Certainly not. 

Mr. Osborne Standert recalled, and examined as follows; 

Q. "What situation do you hold in the Navy Office ? 

A. Check-clerk for examining the Treasurer’s accounts. 

Q. Do you know whether it be the duty of the Paymaster of the Navy, 
when he receives money at the Exchequer, to transmit a certificate receipt 
and some document to the Navy Office of his having so received the 
money at the Exchequer? 

A. I conceive it to be so, but I do not know it from authority. 

Q. Is it the constant practice of the Paymaster of the Navy so to do ; to 
send a certificate of the money having been received at the Exchequer ? 
A. It is. 

Q. Where does lie send it to ? 

A. To the Navy Board. 

Q. Is the Navy Board the superior Board ? 

, A. I think it is. 

Q. State for what purpose that certificate is transmitted to the Navjt 
Board ? 

A. 1\> acknowledge the receipt of the sums which the certificate con* 
tains. 

Q. Docs that acknowledgment enable the Navy Board to act upon it? 
A. It does. 

Q. In what way do they act upon it ? % 

A. By assigning hills out of the sums which are received. 

Q. Do you mean by assigning bills upon the Trcasurerof the Navy ? ’ 
A. Upon the Treasurer of the Navy. 

Q. Dei the Navy Board ever assign any bills for payment upon the 
Treasurer of the Navy, until they have received such certificate from 'the 
paymaster? , . 

"A. No. 

Q. Is the transmission of the certificate of the receipt of the Navy Board, 
a necessary preliminary to the assignment being made ? 

A. Certainly. , . . 


Cross : 'cxa in ined. " ' ■ 

Q. Whether in drawing for money, orassigning.bills, the Board arc jit 
any measure influenced by applications from the Treasurer ? 

A. They are influenced entirely by the Navy Edard, and not by afiy ap-' 
plication from the Treasurer. 

. Q> Does the drawing for money upon the Exchequer in favour of the 
Treasurer, originate with the Treasurer, or with the Boards — the Navy, 
and other Boards ? 

A. With the Boards. 

Q. Does the amount of the balance at anytime in the Treasurer’s hail'd, 
originate from the acts of the different Boards ? 

A. Certainly. , 

.‘<Q; Uninfluenced altogether by the Treasurer or Paymaster ? ' 

t 


Lord 
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3fr. Fennel was again called in and examined as follows : 

Q. By a Peer. Whether it consists within your knowledge one way or 
ihe other, that the accounts of the first Trcasurcrshtp of Lord Melville haVc 
' cr have not been passed ? . 11 

A. The final account of the first Treasnrership was delivered to the au- 
ditors for that purpose, in February, 1805, I have heard that they are 
passed, but I do not know it. 

Q. From a Peer. From whom did you receive your orders, with regal'd 
$o the duties of your office ? 

A. From the Treasurer of the Navy. ( ' < 

Q. Are those orders delivered to you in writing ? 

A. No. „ 

Q. How is this communication made? 

A. Verbally. “ . ' , 

Q. Whether the verbal communications are made before witnesses ? *• 
A. I do not remember any such ciicumstance. 1 

, The witness was directed to withdraw. * - 

The manageis for the Commons and the counsel for the def *n- 
dant were then informed that the evidence was admissible foi the 
purpose proposed; whereupon an entry in the said books was 
jread as follows : 

6th of November 1182. 

Received at his Majesty’s Exchequer, in money, out of the 
following funds, the sum of 45,000 for theservices following, viz. 

£ 23, 645 ’2 1 out of the money paid into the Exchequer by 

by Frederick Vane, Esq.’ Treasurer of Chelsea 
Hospital j and 

21,354 17 5 in money out of the sinking fund, Anno 1782. 

t j 

45,000 0.0 ’ 

- - - On the head of wear and tear. 

To pay interest on bills of Exchange wages ‘ - £30,000 

To pay bounty imprests and other services - 15,000 


'45,000 

Andrew Douglas. , 3 

The following entries from the same hook were also read. 

22 d of November , 1782. 

Received at his Majesty’s Exchequer, in money, the sum of 
50,0001. for the undermentioned services, .out of the contributions 
to annuities, Anno 178.2. 

On the head of wages. 

To pay-ships and recalls - ^40,000 

To carry on recalls on < ships’ books paid in the trea- 

surership of Mr, Barre . - - 10,000 

' 50,000 
.• , J • ' i Andrew- Douglas,’ 

12 ^ . Navy 



, .Navy Pay Office 1 9 th of December, 1 T 82 . % 
Received nt his Majesty’s Exchequer, in money* out of con. 
tributions to annuities, Aqno 1782, the sum of ipnety three 
thousand eight hundred and thirty pputjd?, six shillings, and ten* 
pence, for the services following, viz. <- 

On the head of w£ge$. "* 

To pay bounty money and other 


services 


surership 

To pay for subsistence of Amenfcan 
prisoners 

To pay for subsistence, &c of fo- 
reign officers, See. &c. detained 
in England 

To pay one quarter’s salary to com- 
missioners, &c. of sick and 

” Hvounded, due the 25th of De- 
cember, 176i 


/IQ, 000 
20,000 , 
10,000 
2,000 


it 


1 ri i t 
f li 


15,000 


1 A 
*nt o 


/ A 

1 i* 

'r 


830 6 10 t i ’ 

57,830 6 10 


? 0>n the head pf wearand teat*. ' 

To pay imprests and biljs of Ex-: 
thang«j due l^th and 17th mst. - - p 25,000 

, 1 On the head of ordinary. t 

To pay quarter’s salary to the Lords ' 

pf the Admiralty, Commissioners, t “f 

and officers of the Navy, due - 

25th insr. - 11*000 


Andrew Douglas 


^"93,830 6 l6 


Mr. Osborne Standeri recalled, and examined as follows • 

Q From a peer You are supposed to ha\e said that the Treasurer 
of the Navy did not receive 3py money at the Exchequer himself, but 
that it was always received by his paymaster under a power of attorney 
by him Jlatfe you fcaid so? 

A Yes 

Q Is it the usual course for the Treasurer of the Navy to recen e money 
for the public serwee in his office through the pa) master, constituted hi* 
agent by power of attorney’ 

The witness was directed to withdraw. 1 

Mr. John Cunningham was called in , and being jpwn, nas 
examined as follows : 

£ Ape you a cferk in the Hank of England? ^ 
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A. I am one of the three clerksappointod at the Exchequer qnneenunt 
of the. Bank of. England. , . 

Q.' State for what purpose you attend on the part of the Bank of Eng« 
Jaud at the Exchequer.' . *' . 

A. To receive all monies paid . into the receipt of the Exchequer, anil 
to pay all monies issued out of the Exchequer, avith very few exceptions. 

Q. Is it your duty, attending as clerk from the Bank at the Exchequer, 
to pay the money which is ordered to beiinprested to the Treasurer of .the 
Naw, or to his paymaster > 

A*. We pay the money to the Treasurer of the Navy in consequence of 
an order which we receive from the Teller’s office, from whence the money 
is to be issued 

Q. Do you .pay the money to the Treasurer of the Navy, or to hie 
paymaster? 

A- To'thc Treasurer of the Navy or to his representative. 

Q. In what mode do you pay the money either to the Treasurer or to 
his representative? .j,ri I 

A. The Treasurer usually takes credit for the whole sum to bc'stfissued; 
but sometimes it happens that he chnscs to have a part in bank notes; in 
which case we give him credit for the remaining sum, after having paid 
" him so much in Bank notes. 

Q. Do you mean by zee the Bank of England ; that the Bank of Eng- 
land give him credit for so much as he does not take in Bank notes?. 

A. We' attend on account of the. Bank of England: the money was 
.placed by us in the Bank book for the Governor and Company of the 
Bank of England. 1 conceive that we represent the Bank .of England 
Avhen we are there, and whatever we do is on their account. 

Q. Do you know this book ? 

A I know it perfectly well,, and have occasionally written in it. . 

Q. Do you recollect ever giving credit to Lord Melville as Treasurer oF 
the Navy, or paid any money upon the application of his paymaster, Mr. 
Douglas ? 

A. I think I do.. • . • , ’ 

Q. What book is that you now hold in your hand ? 

A. This is the Treasurer of the Navy’s Bank book wherein the credits 
are entered. 

Q. Are all sums which the Treasurer receives at the Exchequer, and is 
credited for at the Bank, entered in that book ? 

A. They were a few years back, at the time when credits were given 
there. 

Q. The question is to the period antecedent to the act of parliament? 

. A. Previous to the act of parliament the credits were entered’ in this 
book. 

Q. In whose custody was that book kept ? . - • 

A. In the custody, of the Treasurer, I apprehend. 

Q. By counsel. Did you ever see it in the custody of the Treasurer? ’ 

„ A.. No; but only of his representative. 

Q. By the managers. Who produced that book to you when you were 
at the Exchequer to have the money credited to him? ' • 

A. The Treasurer’s representative,- who came to receive the money, 
.usually brpught the book with him I mean the person appointed' by the 
■'Treasurer of the Navy to transact that business-at the Exchequer. 
"‘"5 Q. Was 



I> ‘ Q. Was that person at that time the late Mr. Douglas > ' ""t f\ 

A . Mr. Douglas used to attend the Exchequer for 'that purpe*. * - 
r Q Refer to the entry in that book of the Gth of November 1782 ^ 

Q By a Peer. First ask the witness whether he has seeh that book 
from 'time to tuhe in the possession of Mr. Douglas nvthe character of 
paymaster to Lord Melville t 1 " 5 1 ^ > 

. A. To the best of my belief I have 1 ■* * ^ 

- Q. By a Pe£r. Lohk at the book • can y ou swear you have > 1 ' ' 


-*** i returned the dock. 

.oti apprehend it was 

va$ the representative 
j*f J.6rd MclVjJJe,’was it in the course ot business for Kim to carry that 
‘book which ixou base in your hand to the Exchequer, to have his credits 
entered, to hare Jt relumed to him, and then to carry it to the bank for 

• a similar purpose, and have It returned to him there* v " ‘ ^ } l . 

A. Whenever i they received money*, they Usually brought the book 
.with them to the Exchequer, and' there they received credit for the 
♦money, or apart In credit, whichever they pleased, and the remainder in 
{bank notes. ’ J » - ' \ ° ,f 

Q. Was that book returned upon those occasions to the person who 
brought it? ' ‘ 1 'V 

A. It was immediately Returned to the person who brought it. 

1 i ’ ° , 

' Ct oss-cxamined. 1 ( 

Q lithe entry' in question in your hand-writing? * ,A 
A. No, it is not ' * * f 1 1 

Q. Is jt among the entries that belong to the Bank to make i amongst 
llio.e that were made at the Bank? 

A. * * '* r - - * ’ 

* Q . ; 

,, A. 

Q. Who are those two J 
AkBank clerks as well as myself. 

Q. By counsel. Have you, independently of that entry, any recollec- 
tion of that fact > f 

A. I can only say that I have not the smallest doubt of it ; but as to an 
immediate recollection, I cannot undertake to state that, owing tc^its 
being so many years back. * . t t 

Q. Is that confident belief of the fact which you express derived 
entirely from the entry in that book? 

A It does not immediately arise from the entry in the book, but fro rn 
some recollection of the transaction at the time, ' *’ 

Q Could you, without that book, have recollected cither the sum, or 
date, or any particulars respecting it * 
t A. I could not undertake to do that. 


* i 

A Ii 
Q B 
creturne 
A. 1 
,i Q- B 


Be-acviMi. 
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. i ; Re-examined. 

v 

i ‘ “ 

' q. Will you look at the next entry, the entry of the 23 d of November, 
J132, and inform the court whose hand-writing? 

A. This is the hand-writing of one Mr. Reuben Ettie, who is now 

dead. , , , ' 

Q. Was he one of the Bank clerks who attended at t lie r Exchequer at 

that time? 

A. He was. 

Q. In whose hand-writing is the entry you refer to of the 6th of 
November? , 1 

A. In the same hand-writing. 

ft. Are you well acquainted with the hand- writing of Mr. Reuben 
Ettie ? 

A. Perfectly well with both. 

Q. Refer to an entry of the 19th of December, 1782, in the same book. 
In whose hand-writing is that entry ? 

A-’Ja the same hand-writing. 

Q. Have you ever made an entry of the same description in the book 
yourself? . ' 

. A. Two or three entries ; I believe there are two entries of my making _ 
of the 8th of November, 1782. I made a credit to the Treasurer of the 
Navy for 39,0001. 

■* i 

» 

The witness was desired to withdraw. 

, Mr. John Winter re-called, and examined as follows. 

ft. Do you know that book? 

A. I da. 

Q.-Have you had possession of that book? 

A. I have. 

Q. Where did you find that book ? ' 

A. Amongst the papers of the late Mr. Douglas, in the possession of 
his widow. ! 

Q. Has it been in your custody ever since? ' 

A. It has. 

Mr. Cunningham , at the desire of the counsel for Lord Melville, 
was again called in, and examined as follows. 

- Q. Whetherthe proper custody of the book waq that of Mr. Douglas, 
cr ought it to have been in the Bank? 

A. Whenever the book is taken from the Exchequer we know nothing 
more of it officially ; because any individual can bring his bank book, and 
receive a credit at the Exchequer for the money issued to him, when so 
done he takes the book, and we see no more of it till he comes to receive 
again, 

r , 

The title of the book was then read ; it appeared to be in the 

following foirn. 


“ 034 


" 0!J account nf llie Right Honorable Henry DunJas,’ Bank 
Iy82— Dr. the Bank of England, with the Right Honorable 
Henry Dundas, creditor.” ’ • • > ' i i * v ) 

, ' 'file subsequent entries were then read, 1 


Nov. 6th. To Mr. Beldam, R. E. - - - 40,0001*. » -,i, • 

22tl. To Mr. Willis, ..It. E. * .• * 47,0001. , t’>* 

Dec. 10th. To Ditto. Ettie. - - - j>o,830l. Os. lOd. 1 


« Q. Did )6u attend a* clerk of the Bank at the Exchequer on thtf 6thbf 
November, 1782 1 * l* I 

A. 1 did. ' ' * , " 

. Q. Did you pay to tbeJPaymasttf of the Navy any sum in bhnk notes 
as a part of the sum that he was to rective that day at the Exchequer? 
v A. Yes, 5,0001. in bank notes. 

. Q. State the date, the number, and the sum of each’ ft&te. 'What ‘is 
the book jou hate in jour hand * 

* A. Tins is the book in which we enter all notes that are bailed from the 

Exchequer, on account of the Govemdr and Company of the Bank of 
England. • ‘ ( » 

Q Is the entry to which jou are called upon to refer, in your own 
band-writing? 

a. it b. * ’ 

o .t. j.« v 11 “ - — ' *— • A M the $ums of the notes yiu paid 

i. 1600 C haw. toool.'tfo/fo. 

10001. all dated the C4th of October, 1782. 5000k together. ‘ * 

Q Is the note you now hold in jour band one of the notes job paid An 
the 6th of November to Mr. Douglas? f “ * 

A. I base no doubt but it is. 

_Q. WIiat number is it? '• , 

A. Number 12. . 

Q. Look at the entry on the C2d of November, 1782, in the Same boos, 
and slate whether jou on that day paid any, and what sum in banknote* 
to Mr. Douglas. 

A On that day we paid to Mr. Dundas. » ' r * 

* Q". By counsel. Is that entry tn your hand-writing’^ j 

A. It is ; w6 paid 3,0001. on the 22d of November to Lord Mejville. 

Q. By .a peer. , Are you able to ascertain, . by the entry of ’other- 
wise,* that that 3,000l. was paid fo Lord Melville, or was paid 10 Mr*. 
Douglas ? , 4 * 

* A. I apprehend it was paid to Mr. Douglas. 1 never Saw his Lordship 

at the olhcc. ’ , v - * * * „ 

Q. By the managers. State the dates,, the numbers, and the sums of 
the ndterwhiclf ydtf paid on the 22d of November. 

A. The notes were paid on the 22d of Nos ember, 1782. 

Q. By counsel. Is that entry your Land- writing? , - 

*A. Ifci* '**•**■’ 4 * * - 

Q. By the managers. What are the dales oMhe notes > 

A* 'Ihe 7 th of November, 1782, 


Q. What 
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; . Q. What are the numbers ? ' 

A. No. 212, 213, and 214, each of 10001. in value. . 

Q. Look at that note ; is that one of the notes which you paid on' that 
da y? 

A. I have no doubt but it is ; it is No.' 212. 

Cross-examined. , 

Q. Does it, appear upon your, book that those notes, paid on the 22d of 
.November, were paid to Mr. Douglas, because you say you apprehended 
so; dots it appear from the book that it was so? 

A. The notes are written off in the name' of Mr. Dundas ; but; I appre- 
hend, that Mr. Douglas received them. 

Q,. Have you any recollection whatever of the fact? 

A. I. have no doubt at all of the transaction. 

Qi Iiave you any memory of the transaction, independent of the book? 

A. I cannot say that I immediately recollect the transaction. 

.Q. What is your reason for saying you- have ho doubt of the transac- 
tion ?>.,.■ 

A. I have no doubt of it, because it is my own afct and deedl' 1 

Q. What is your reason for saying you paid it to Mr. Douglas? 

A. Only because. Mr. Douglas usually attended on the business. • 

Q. Whether the other entries you speak to do not specify that the pay* 

. meats were made to Mr. Douglas personally ? 

A. Wherever Mr. Douglas’ name appears in the book, he had the notes. 

Q. Do those entries contain, upon the face of them that tlie' payments 
were made to Mr. Douglas ? . .Turn to the entry of the 6th of November. 

. A. That on the 6th of November is entered in the ifafnc of Mr. 
Douglas. . 

Q. Canyon explain why the entry in that case should contain’ the 
name of Mr. Douglas, and in another thfe name of Mr. Duhdas ? 

A. It sometimes happens .that both names are, made iiseof. . 

Q. By the managers. Were the names indiscriminately used ? 

- A. They were usually written off in the name of the’ person who re- 
ceived the notes. 

Q. In fact were those payments of the Gtii,and the other of the 22d of 
..November,- made on account of the Treasurer of the’Navy ? • . 

A. No doubt they were. 

Q. By counsel. Whether, independent of tlie book, you have any rc-* 
collection of any instance in which a payment was made to' Mr: Douglas, 
-personally, and it wa^.entered under the name of Mr; Dundas? 

A. I do not immediately recollect any. 

.. ,,Q. By a peer. • Could you have paid' the money either on the Gth of 
November or tlie 22d to any third person, to any person but Mr. Duhdas 
or Mr., Douglas ? . 

A-’ Not unless lie came from the .Treasurer of UieNavyVbffice. 

Q. Should you have paid.it to any person if he had stated that lie came 
.from the Treasurer pf the Navy, though it had not been Mr. Douglas'? 

. .A. Yes, our authority is derived from the tellers of the Exchequer, by 
who§e authority we give credit to the Treasurer of the Navy. 

Q. If either the Treasurer in person, or any. person: that 'appeared to be 
authorized by him, came for money upon the credit of that Treasurer, 
you would have paid it ? ‘ ’ 1 . ' 

A. Provided lie came from theTellers office to receive on account of the 
Treasurer, we should pay him the money. 

m . . ' 



By the manager* What authority should vou have demanded from 
anv person who hail conn, stating himself to he deputed bv the Treasurer 
eftheVavy? 

A "Provided he brings the bank book, «e ask no questions of that sort,- 
Q M hat bank boo* do you mean! 

A Hie Treasurer * bank, book , any person bringing this book with 
nun, with an order from the tellers of tl e L\ chequer, would immediately 
receive credit, or part in bank notes, as he thought proper 
Q Whcliier the person to whom you made these two payments of the 
«th and C‘2d of November, I ad in fief, that book in Jus possession at the 
time you mid*, those payments to him? 

A lie bro ight the book with him 

Then another book was shewn the witness, and he was asked 
what book is that ? 

A It is the bank note book 

Q Is that of the same description as the book you had last in your 
hand, the bank note book? 

A Exactly the same 

Q Is the entry of the I9th of December in your own hand writing ? 

A- It is not 1 

Q In whose hand writing is that entry ? 

A i believe Mr Hue's 

Q ^Do y ou know that to be Mr Htte’s hand writing? 

A To the best of my knowledge and belief jt is 
Q J\as Mr I (tic at (he Exchequer on the Iflth of December, at the 
time that entry was made * 

A No doubt he was, 

Q And you were at the Lxchcqucr also * 

A I apprehend I was, but I cannot lake upon myself to say t! at. 


The counsel for Viscount Melville objected to the admissibility of 
» *- this entry — -The witness was asked 


Bv a Peer Q "\ou say you never saw Lord Melville at the Exche- 
quer yourself? 

k Not Ih3t 1 khow of ' 

i Q Do y oil remember during the period you are speaku g of when Mi? 
Douglas was Paymaster, any other person besides him bringing that Bank 
book’ 

A I believe there have been instances of another person bringing the 
book 

Q Do you remember instances of other persons bringing the Bank 
book during Mr Douglas’s time besides himselP 

A I cam ot charge my memory with that, but I belie\e it to be so 

By counsel Q If other persons hid come with the Bank book to 
receive tin, nionev ou account of tie Treasurer professing to come from 
him, would il Cot have been entered in the name of Mr Dundas or Mr 
Douglas and not in the name of the individual who came to receive 
it» 


A The payment would have been m the name of the person 
if , that is the usual practice 


receives 


By 


5 
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By a Peer. Q, How does it happen, that in'the" entry of payments in 
the name of the person receiving them, Mr. DundasVhanie should have 
found its way here? 

A. When the name'of Mr. Dundas has been ‘entered , 1 it-has been to 
correspond with the credit part of the sum which was issued on that 
day. 

By a Peer. Q. Under what circumstances can it be 'for the purpose -of 
making this credit correspond, when it appears at the ^ame time that 
Mr. Dundas’s name is entered when he had not received the money, and 
atar.other time the person’s name is entered, who actually did receive the' 
money 5 

A. It was quite an usual thing, the credit went regularly to the Trea- 
surer’s account ; but the Bank notes are frequently written off in the name 
-of the person who came to receive them ? 

By a Peer. Q. It is then to be understood, that whenever Mr. Dun- 
■das’s name appears there, the payment was not made in Bank-notes, and 
Shat when the payments vtprfi made to .other person?, t^ey were niade^n 
Bank notes > ’ 

A. When there were no Bank notes paid, Xord Mdville’s name only 
appeared as the creditor. ’ ' ' r 

By a Peer. Q. Whether when Lord Melville wap first appointed Trea- 
surer of the Navy, you would have credited his account at the Bank, 
without having a power of attorney authorizing 3011 for that purpose? ' 

A. We do not give any credit at the Bank,' only at the Exchequer. 

By a Peer. Q. Is it to be understood, that when the entry appears in < 
the name of Mr. Dundas, the entry was so made under that name in con- 
sequence of a credit being tiansferred, and that in those cases Bank notes 
were not delivered, but that the entry in another name, was when Bapk 
Botes were delivered as part of the payment. - , 

A. We give credit in consequence of an order which we receive from’ 
the tellers of the Exchequer ; if the person who receives the money wishes 
to have a credit for the whole, 'the sum is immediately entered in this 
Bank book ; but if he chuses a part in Bank notes, then the remainder only 
is carried to the credit of the Treasurer’s account. 1 

• By a Peer. Q. Whether there is any entry in the banking book to ‘the 
•credit of Mr. Dundas, other than as Treasurer of the Navy’ 

A. I can only answer to the credits which arc made at the Exche- 
quer. 

Q. Confine your answer to the credits made at the Exchequer. Were 
•there any other credits at the Exchequer made to Mr. Dundas than as 
Treasurer of the Navy? ' 

A. None other that I know of. 

By a Peer. Q. You have stated that on the ' 22 d of November you paid 
.30001. in Bank notes, the dates of which notes and the numbers you have 
given to the court, do you know whether those sums were entered in "the* 
name of Mr. Dundas or Mr. Douglas, or either or them ? 

A. I must beg 'leave to ‘refer to the book. On looking at the book, I 
sec that on the 22d. of November, 17^2,30001. was pakl in Bank notes, 
and written off in the name of Mr. Dundas. 

Q. Can you give any reason why those three notes of 10001 . each were 
written off in the name of Mr. Dundas, when you say that you never saw 
Mr. Dundas at the Exchequer, and therefore the payments could not be 
made to him? 

A. No particular reason; it was a usual thing, for them to be 

m 3 written 
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off in the name ofAhe Treasurer nf the NaT), or of -the person 
•who represented him f jt was sometimes ih one way, and sometimes in 
another 

By a Peer Q Whether, under whatever name those entries were 
made, they alt understood by you to June .been made on account of the 
1 reasurer of the Navy s 

'* A Undoubtedly * 

By a Peer s Q Whether the entry in the Bank book on the 6th No- 
vember, 17S2, docs not bear on the face of Jt to be an entry to the credit 
Of the Treasurer of theNary, as well as the person to whom the notes 
were paid s 

A Exactly the same, jrt all goes to the Treasurer’s account, either in 
jthe shape or a credit or w Bank notes, 

Air. William He aid was called in, and being 1 sworn, was- 
txamined cts follows “ 

‘ Q Are you a' clerk in the banking house of Messrs Drulnmgnds? 

A Yes , i 

* Q Were you a clerk m that house m the year 1782 > ‘ 

A I vras > 

h 'm i **•«»• — t. t.' l. > i 


t A i base s * f 

<2 JJefer to ,an fnt^y ifie /Oth of N^v^mber, ITS? Are (he entries 
spade on^hat day f or any of thqm in your writing ? 

A, They are , - , « 

Q ‘fs there an entry on that day to tl}e ; cred|t of tb e B'ght HgnQmbla 
"Henry Dundas > / 

A There it i * 

Q Is that credit Written in your hand writing * t 

A It is - 5 ^ 

Q What is the amount of that cfepit ? 

A Six hundred pounds * > 

1% tbxie h debit on tba^ day to the Right Ron Henry Dundas i 1 
A I do not know Jhat there is , i j 

Q How was that 6001 paid > 

t A By a Banknote for 10001 letter Jv, No 213 * 

Q Who did you Receive that Bank note of > 

A By the entry it appear? from Mr Dundas , but that I cannot 5" ear 
positively to ^ * 


Mr Dundas* other than Mr Dundas hlpiself, would the entry have been 

precjsel) what that entry is J 

A No, the name of the person would have stood at the top of tnc 
f“ tr y- a Dob 
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Q. Does any name now stand at the. top, of the entry, or any name ap r 
pear but that of Mr. Dundas ? . ' ! ' 

A. None. . ’ * 

Q. What .became of the .4001. balance of .the lOOOl. note? 

A. J .paid .the difference in Bank notes and cash. 

Q. To whom ? . - : 

A. That I cannot take upon me to say. * 1 

, Q. Was it to the person who appeared making the payment according 
to the entry which you haye stated to be contained in that book ? 

A. It was to that person, it might be to Mr. Drummond :"he might have 
given me the note, .and I might have returned the money to him. I had 
Instructions to give .credit for 6001. and to return the difference in’ Bank 
notes and cash. • < 

Q. You know that this credit was entered to Mr. Dundas for 6001. by 
yourself, and that the charge was given of the Bank notes to the person 
■who produced the note which is the subject of that entry ? 

A. I apprehend that to be the case. ' 

Q. .Does this note" now in your hand for 10001. corrrespond with the 
note entered in that book, a part of which was carried to the credit of 
Mr. Dundas ? 

A. The number and the sum correspond. 

- Q. Is the number and the sum the whole of the entry ? 

A. It is. 

Q. Is there any other book belonging to the house of Messrs. .Drum- 
mond in which any entry is made respecting this note ? ' 

A. There is._ 


Cross-examined. 

V 4 < * ' * ' A 

Q. Whether, independent of the book that lies before you, and .the 
entry it contains, you Have' any memory of ‘the' transaction to which you 
have' spoken? ’ ~ . . 

A. None. 

Q. If the money had been given you, or the, note brought to .you by 
Mr. Drummond, whose clerk you were, with directions to make an entry 
in that book you yourself not having taken any part in the transaction at 
all, would the entry be the sam'e in that book that it is now J * 

A. Yes. , ' ' ' . ' 

Q. Can you now say with any certainty, whether the transaction took 
place with yourself, or’ whether it was through the medium of ,’Mr. Drum- 
mond, that you made that entry? ~ ‘ J 

A. The entry is made by myself, but I cannot answer who dejiyererl 
me the money. ■ ' 

Q- Have you the least recollection as to the person of, the noble defen- 
dant having come to you with any such note ? ‘ ' 

, A. None. 

\ 


, Re-examined. 

Q. Whether you ever saw the person of the noble defendant in the 
banking-house of Messrs. Drummonds?' * " •’ '' "* 

A. I have. 


Q. Whether 
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v'QnWhether you ever received any money from the hand of Mr. Bun- 
«Ls to place to his credit? * 

■A. It is impossible for me to answer to that question. r __ * 

Q. Whether you know or have any recollection of 'eief having in the * 
course of your business at Messrs.' Drummonds’ received any sum 'of 
money of any description at any time for Dundas > * * ,*■ I > , 

A I cannot charge my memory to answer that quMtion. ,! i •' . 

-"By a Peer. * Q.* Suppose that this Pank (note had not been brought by 
Mr. Dundas, and not delivered to yoii by Mr.' Drummond himself or by* 
his direction, hut if any Granger bad come into thq Shop with a” Bank 
note and directed you to put it to the credit of Mr. Dundas, would the' ’ 
entry have been the same as It is now, or trduld the entry have contained 
the name of the person bringing the note to you ? * f "> 

rA* lit would have beeh' the same as it is ^ow.' v t *"f ' cl '”Y 
! Q. Supposing this note had'been brought by'sbm’n stranger who had; 
directed you to place it toHhe creditor Mr. Dundas?' you are supposed to 
have stated that the entry would have had at the top of it, the name ‘of 

that third person? * ' < * *a .7 

.A* M> question to the person would be, am I to make it received of you 
or of Mr. Dundas ? If he had said of Mr. Dundas, the entry would stand 
as it did ; jf he had said of him, the entry would be different. ‘1 ... 

Q. Whether you have some private mode '’either prescribed by y<5ur 
principals in that house, or some private mode used by y ourself for your 
own satisfaction that you'may be able to'distiiigiiish' whether tho receipt 
of a sum of money for which you give credit'was made to tfye person! 
in whose name it is credited, or to some other person for him ? .A 

A. Sometimes 1 make a prisatc mark, but not generally; in the hurry 
of business I may have neglected it. 

Q. If any one of the Messrs. Drummonds, a partner in that house, and 

; • ’ • * •■ ■} 


*f? ■*'' ’ *, * •’ * — \ L ’~h yOu usually, make? ^ 

_■ . ■ l ■■ \ to shew it was by another person. 

(, ■ ; 

A. None. . , k ' J 

Q. Whether this entry stands in the form those entries usually, if not 
universally, stand in these books, when you haie received money out of * 
the hand* of the person to whose credit that money is carried ? , . t 

’A. It doe?. -* _ 1 ■ 

Q. In w hat manner was the specific sum of 4001. paid which makes the i 
balance of the 10001 3 . . . ‘ 

A. Three hundred and eighty pounds In Bank notes and 201. ii\cash;. 
one Bank note of *401. two of 30k four of 23k five of 201. four of J5k ► 
two of J01. and Sol. in cash. b ■ 

Bj counsel. Q. You were asked whether the letter P was not opposite ; 


any’ person upon his account? 
A. it doeSliot. 


‘ Q, Though* 
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Q. Though the letter P. is not there, yet nevertheless it might be 
brought by some other person ? 

A. That is possible. 

By the managers. Q. Whether on taking that book into your hantl and 
reading the different entries you would not know according to the course 
of business, that 'entries so made as that is, were not made where persons, 
paid any money to thd credit of other persons ? . , 

A. No; I cannot take upon myself to say that. 

From a Peer. Q. Whether you always ask the name of a person who 
comes with the money desiring you to give credit to anothef ? 

A. It is usual for us to ask who are we to make it received of r 'If they say 
of the person to whom we give credit, we make the entry as this is in my 
hand ; if they say any other person we put the name. 

From a Peer. Q* If the money had been received from any other per- 
son, than Mr. Dundas, would not you in the course of business, have gi- 
ven such other person a receipt for it ? 

A. Yes wc usually do? 

Q, Is there any book Or document in your custody in which such re- 
ceipt is entered and can be fouud i , , 

A. None. > 

From a Peer. Q. Whether it is not the usual course, if a person brings 
mdney and desires it to be entered, not to his own credit, but to the Cre- 
dit of another, to give that person a receipt for the money paid in ? 

A.- It is usually done. 

Q. Is it always done ? 

A. No. 

Q. Was it done in this. particular case ? 

A. I cannot charge iny memory, to say whether T gave a receipt or not, 
Q. When you gi ve any receipt to a person who brings money to be 
entered not to his own credit, but to the credit ofsome other, do you make 
any memorandum of a receipt so given ? 

A. Sometimes we mark the letter R underneath it, sometimes not, it is 
not a.gencral rule. 

Q. Whether is it not a constant custom of Messrs. Drummond’s, in 
the accounts with their customers, when any sum of money is paid in to 
the credit of their customers by another person to give a receipt for that 
sum ? . i 

A. Certainly it ,is. 

From a Peer. Q. When you render any account to any of your cus- 
tomers, and when that account contains credit to such customer for mo* 
ney paid in by another person, and not by himself, have you any waste 
bookor-other book from which that account so rendered to that customer 
is copied? 

A ’ tr * S P 0S * e< ^ ^ger, which explains the entry, in this book. 

Q. Have you got any ledger applicable to this particular transaction. 
So as to be able, by Tefejjing to that ledger to ascertain, whether or no 
the accouutof this particular customer was in any part for sums not paid 
in by himself, but bv another-? 

A. I dare say we have. ■ 

Q. Would the ledger, furnish any light upon that subject ? 
i A. Theiedgcr that alludes to this tiansaction will not; it will appear 
as if it were received from Mr. Dundas. v 

Q. Wouid the ledger ascertain whether this 1,0001. paid in to the cre- 
dit 



cKt of Mr. DundalVis paVtf’in by Unf, or OyYonte olhei / pfcncm on bis 
account 3 

A ;* i j — — u v *. nai^ , h himself. 

* * ■* , ■ . person, would a reference 

*• ' * ‘ . ' . ■ . id not by hitoself ? 

A. it Will appear to be p<uu in uy miiuvii. * “ 

Q. When you render.an account to y cor cdstomer, do yob retain in 
your possession in any book anything irbfn ^thith'y ou can* see what ac- 
count ybti have rendered to your custbmer ? 1 ' • } J 

A. Yp. i ’ j 

Q. WhaUs’fhfe'namfeof thafc bo*ok? 1 * 1 

A. Th^tedger. ^ ^ ^ ’ 

Q By referring to tbit ledger, should you be* able to ascertain, whe- 
ther this sum of nionfcy which appeaVs 1 in thfe entry, tb the credit of Mr. 
Dundai, srsi iri fait paid In by bun, or by any other period?' 

A. It would appear in the ledger as received fiWhmiself. * 

Q. Whether in fact he paid It or cot? ^ * f 

A. Ye*. ' ( y 

Q. Looking at the book, you base said, y l oti cannot answer ce?- 
tainty whether you received the money of Mr. Dundas or not ; tan' you 
speak vfitfi moret certainty from the contents' of another Hobk than you 
cab speak with from tHt? contents of that book 3 ' 

A. No * ‘ ' ‘ 

Q. Whether Mr. Douglas at any time over paid any money to 1 Messrs. 
Drummonds on account of Mr. Dundas? 

A. He has. __ ( ^ ' . 

< Q Can you state from the entry novflyirigbb'fore you, the probable 
entry that will be found cof responding with this fn the Jecfger 3 f ( 

A. There' will appfear the date, the word received; and the' sutri'OOOI. 

Q WilUt appear from whom recehed? ' * 

A. As from himself. ' f , 

Q. Is" It usual for the customers at the 1 house of Mesfrs. Drummonds, 
when they receive their account current from the bankiri^-jiouse, to" sign 
tbataccrtint 3 ‘ . 

A. Yes, but not generally so ^ 4 . 

Q Has any account current been rendered to Mr. Dundas", compre- 
hending this period > 

A. i cannot answer ; that is a book 1 ha\e nothing to do with. 

Q l' *'*■ *“ t.,i,*t„. n rv|irp for the customers of 


L. “ * * ’ book 3 

A. 1 cannot answer that question 

From a Peer. Q. Whether the books which are kept in your banking- 
house, containing the accounts of Mr. Dundas, Kaye or have not from 
time to lime been settled by Mr. Dundas hunsell* 

A. I cannot answer that question. 

The witness was directed to withdraw. 
jVfr. Thomas Buckley tuas then called in, and bang stooin, "uus 
examined as follozt's r . 

£J. Arc you a clerk m the banking-house of Messrs. Drummonds 3 . 

A. 1 am. 

Q, Were 
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- Q. iVere you n clerk m that house in the year 17S2 ! 

A. 1 was. 

Q. Whether there are entries in that book you hold in your fraud in 
your hand-writing ; 

A. There are. 

Q. What is that book ? 

A. A bank-book. 

Q. Is there an entry there of the 29th of November, 1782 ? 

A., There is. 

* Q. Is there a sum entered in that book 10001.J paid in a bank-note on 
that day ? 

A. There are the particulars of a bank-note K 212 A. G. 7th of Novem- 
ber, 10001. 

Q. Is tiiat entry in your own hand-writing ? 

A. It is. 

Q. Does this note you now hold iu your hand correspond with that 
pntry ? 

A- I believe it does. 

Q. Is it not the note ? 

A. I cannot swear positively to that. 

Q. Head the date of the note and the letter, and then read the entry. 
A. It corresponds with the entry in the book in the number, date, year, 
and sum. 

Q. The entry made in the book, and the notations upon, the bank-note 
corresponding with it. Whether the letters A. C. marked in the entry iti 
that book, are meant to correspond with the letters A. C. marked upon the 
bank-note itself? 

- A; I believe so, 

Q. Look at that other hook, do you know that to he a banking-b6ok 
belonging to the banking-house of Messrs. Drummond ? 

A. I do. 

Q. Is there an entry in that of the bank-note you have in yout lidi^d ? 

A. There is. • . .. - - 

By a counsel. Q. Is that entry in your own hand-writing ? 

Q. It is not. 

By managers. Q. Whether the entry in the witness’s own hand-writ- 
ing in that botjk in Mr. Drummond’s office, corresponds with another eri- 
try made in another book of that bank-note ? 

A. The letter, number, and sum, correspond ? 

Q. And the date ? 

A. The date is not entered in the other.- 
By a Peer. Q; What is that other book ? 

A. It is called the bank-book, where the notes paid into thic hankihg- 
house are usually entered for the information of persons that may come ttf 
enquire after notes, lost, stolen, or mislaid; ' 

Q. How do you describe that book in which the entry in your owrt 
•hand-writing is contained ? . 

A. We call it the bank-book, it is the book in which every note' that 
comes into the house is entered in the evening.- 

Cross- examined; ; 

Q. Whether, in all .casesthe ledger kept by the bafiker is copied fro’ni 
the waste book,, and cannot be more correct than the waste book itself? 

$ A, The 


A. The waste book bctng'the original entry. Is the took ahbys f Hefted* 
5° * cajh hook is copied from the waste book, and from the cdsh book 

f ^ 1 1 ' ' particular with respect to character or 

*' . » • • than the waste book? ‘ ' J 

A. I should think not. , * 1 

By a Peer/ Q. Woold the waste book, if it was referred to, give you 
any more information upon this subject than Ific Boot before £ou does ? 

A. The waste book is the only book where information can be had. 

By a Peer. Q. Is it not the practice to copy every night from thb Waste 
book info the ledger; inprderto see that the accounts a re correct? 

A. They are copied in the course of the day iato thfe cash book, and 
posted in the course of the day into the ledger from the cash book. 

The witness was directed to withdraw. 

Mr f IVm* Staid was again rolled in, and rxaminfd as fallows; 

Q. What is the book you have before ) ou ? 

A. The ledger. 

Q. Is that ledger your ow n hand-writing ? 

A. {To. , 

Q. In whose hand-writing is that ledger? 

A. In Alexander .Hope’s, 

Q. Is Alexander Hope alive or dead ? 

A. Dead. . 4 . . . 

Q. Are you acquainted with his hand-writing ? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Is the entry on the 29th of November, which yofl will ice there, to 
the credit of the Right Hon. jticnryDundas, iq the hand-writing of Mr. 
Hope ? 

A, It is. % 

The counsel for Lord Viscount Melville objected to this evidertce- 
The witness was directed to withdraw. 

Mr. IT. Rippon was again called in, and examined as follows • 

Q. Are you an officer of the Bank of fen^land } 

A. I am. 

Q. In what office ? 

A. In the cashier’s office at present. 

- " u \ 

(i v ■ . : ■ ■ the bank conduct- 

. . • • ’ * .» ■ . * bank-tfotes ? 

A. I was. ... . - 

' Q. How were the bank-notes at that time issued by the Bank of Eng- 

■ it bboks, and 

Q. Did it e\er happen that any notes, bearing me same letter, fhe 
same date, and the sain? mfinlier, Were i«jied on the'sameday ? 

, Q. Wh.lbM 



Q. Whether any note, exactly corresponding with that note you hav® 
in your hand, in letter, date, number, and day, can have been in circula 
tion in the kingdom? 

A. Only one of the same kind, on the same day, can be. 

Q. And must that have been thp„oncj do you swear that there could 
have been but one of that description ? 

A. I have no doubt of it. 
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FOURTH DAY. 

1 1 i j 

FRIDA1, HA'S £d 

The house being resumed and the usual proclamation made, 
the Managers for the Commons tvcre informed they might pro- 
ceed with their evidence 

Mr Thomas OUvor uas called in, and being Sd,orn t uas 
examined 


Q Whether you are now a clerk in the banking house of Messrs 
Drummonds > 

A Yes 

Q W ere 5011 in that situation in the 5 ear 1782 ? 

A I was 

Q W as it usual at that tin\e to gne the customers of that house bank* 
mg hooks’ 

A U henever it was required , a great many had, and some had not 

Q Do jou know whether Lord Melville had an account at that house 
in that jear? 

A Yes 

Q Had he a banking book T 

A It appears he had for sortie years 

Q Did ) ou ever see this banking book > 

A I have, because I have marked in the ledger, tl at the book agreed 
at a certain period 


Turn to the entry in the ledger of the 10th of August, 1782 


Q By counsel W hetber that entry is made by himself » 

A It ts not 

Q By a peer Describe what that book is 
A It is a ledger for tl e w hole 3 ear 1782 

By the managers Q Are the banking booksof the diflerei t custo ncr 3 
pf the house of Messrs Drummonds transcribed from their accounts wi 
that ledger, or oilier ledgers like that 5 

A 1 he) are alwajs a transcript, an exact copy 
Q Of course Lord Melville s account was transcribed in the same man 
pier as other custooiers*accounts * 

A It was 

Q Have )op examined Lord Melville s account with the account in 
that edger? 

A I have. •» , 

Q It is wished a particular eniiy id Mr Dundas’s account oftl e loth 
pf August, J782, may be re?d 


The 



The witness reed as follows: “ 10th August, 1782, by cash 
received of Andrew Douglas, ICsq. 10,0001.” 

Q. Head the entry on 4th of October, 17S2. 

A. October the 4th, ditto 2001. 5s. 2d. 

, Q. 15th November. ' ' 

A. The 15lh of November, of ditto 230b 1 4s. Sd. ' ■ . 

Q, Head another entry of the ‘20th of November, 1782; which is the 
entry that v. as yesterday' ’read out of another book, which was sworn to, 
a* being in the hand-writing of the witness then before your lordship*; 
for G001. • ‘ 

A. November 20th, received GOOl. * 

Q. Head the entry of the IPth of December. • ,< 

A. December I Pth, received of Andrew Douglas 1000). 

Q. Arc those all the entries from the commencement of the account, 
up to this period on the credit side of this account ? 

A. They arc. 

*’ Q; Is that ledger of the same description as the one you had in your 
hand jmt now? 

A. Of the same description. 

Q. By counsel. Are these entries in your own hand-writing? 

A. No, they. are not. . 

Q. Have you examined them with the waste-book, or with Lord Mel- 
ville's banking-book ? 

A. It appears that l have, by marking that the bool: agrees at (lie end 
of the year. 

Q.- Whether that examination in this case, and in the case of the last 
book, was, with a banking-book, delivered to the defendant, or an exami- 
nation with the waste book ? 

A. An examination with the banking-book of Lord Melville. The 
banking-hook is a copy of this, without making a reference at the time tv? 
the waste-book. 

Q: Whether you can now say, upon your oath, that you have yourself 
compared the banking-book with that ledger, so as to be sure that the one 
is a copy of the other ? 

A.. If it is not a true transcript, it must he an error in copying. . 

Q. Can you recollect who it was that wrote out the banking-book for 
the defendant ? 

A. It appears that I have done it myself, from the mark here. . 

Q. Is it to be understood that you mean to say that the banking-book 
you delivered to the defendant was a correct copy of the book before 
you ? 

Q. By a peer. Can you' say upon your oath ? 

A. it is impossible to be more particular in the examination. It is 
done in the usual way. 

Q. May the entry of the 2 1st of March,' 1783, be. read again in the 
, account of the Bight Honorable Henry Dundas r 

A. March 21st, by cash received of Andrew Douglas J0001. 

Q. Head the entry of the 17th of April. 

A. 17th April, received 5001. 

Q. From a peer. Is there no name > ... 

A. No name. 


Q, What 
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Q VJiat was the balance of the account pf Lord Melville in that 
iccount, on the morning of the 29 th of November, 1782, before the receipts 
and payments of the <lay bfgan* ( i 

A 1 he balance on the morning of tlie 29th of November, appears to 
be l) 2 i 10s lOd in fav or of Lord Melville 

Q Bv a peer Was the balance before the accounts opened that day ? 

A Yes, before any thing came to the account that day > 

Q Go on to the 2 1st of March, itfSS, and state what the balance of 
lord MehiHe’s account was that day before the payment of the 1000! 

A The balance On the morning Of the 21st of M4rch appears to be 
121 10s jod in lord Melville* faVor 
Q Had Lord Mehilie the benefits of all those credits, that are so 
entered in that book ? 

A Undoubtedly 


r 


Cross eiamined. 

{ 


<3 Can you recollect yv Jiether the banking book, when you saw it, wal 
in the possession of Mr Douglas or of whom else » 

A, I cannot , v 

Q At what place did you see it* I i 

A At Drummonds’ banking house f , 

& Did you ever see it in Lord Melville’s ^r Mr Douglas’? possession * 
A Never in either of their poatessions that I can recollect, it is im- 
possible at thi? distance of time to recollect precisely J 

Q The balances you have ascertained nbw, are they balances that 
appear to be struck in the book, or balances you have now made by cal- 
culation ? j 

A “The balances are not struck, I have summed up the accounts op each 
sidew -'*»'-*■ — L * L u 
Q 1 

Credit 1 

n -i t \ ~ -j »- » . - > - -r <- J can 


By the managers Q Whether it was usnaHo dclivir the banking 
books to the customers ot the House ) ^ < 

A To the customers of the house if they came themselves, but gentle- 
men more frequently ^nt than came themselves 

Q Was it the custom to deliver the banking book to the persons wjio- ' 
ever came for it? 

A W 1 never was sent for the books alwaVs had them « 

By a Peer Q In the year 1782 and J7S3 had Mr Andrew Douglas { 
anv private account pf his own with Mr JDrumipond ? 

A I mil turn to the ledger and see, but I do not recollect anv IIis 
name dries not appear in the Alphabet 
Q If he had had one, would it not bavepppearqd in that ledger? 

A Undoubtedly 

from a Peer Q Did you ever see, or have you ,in opportunity of 
knowing in what manner Lord Melville settled his private account with 
- Messrs Drummonds when these balances were struck 3 

A There does not seem to be any settlement from the commence- 
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By a manager. Q v Whether a copy of Lord Mehille’s account has 
ever been delivered to him ? ' 

A. There was an account made out lately, but I did not see it. 

By a Peer. Q .Have you said that you were more in the course of send- 
ing the banking books open or sealed up? 

A. We do it both ways : if a person brings it open, it is generally re- 
turned the same way, but it is generally sealed. 

Q. How were the payments made to Lord Melville’s credit, cither by 
order or by check? 

A. By common drafts generally payable to some person, or payable to 
bearer ? 

Q. Docs it appear that they were ever paid to Lord Melville in person? 
A. I do not see any entry to that effect as far as I have examined? 

Q. May this be' put into the hand of the witness, a draft of Lord 
Melville upon the house of Drummond. Do you know that hand writing? 

A. I knew the signature of Mr. Dundas at that time, but I never saw 
him write. 

The counsel stated, if it is any paper signed by the rioble de- 
fendant,' he would admit it directly. 

By a manager. Q. Would you have answered any draft upon Lord 
Melville’s account not signed by himself? 

A. Not unless we had had ah order for that purpose. 

Q. Did you receive any such order? 

A. I Cannot answer that. , 

t . , 

A draft was then read as follows ; , 

<l London, the - 8th of November, 1*782, pay to William' Bell, 
or order, SOI. Sterling, to thd account of Henry Dundas. To Messrs. 
Robafts and Henty Drummond and Company, Charing-cross.” 

By a Peer. Q. Are these drafts still > in the possession of Mr. Drum- 
mond ? 

A. They are now in Court. ' 

Q. By whom are these drafts signed ? 

Q. Are any of them signed by Lord Melville? 

A, I believe all of ’theift are, unless they are particular Orders to draw; 
I have noteftamined fchemla’tely. 

; The witness was directed to withdraw. 

Mr. William Healcl again called in, and examined as follows, 

i 

Q. What book have you before you ? 

A. The waste book of Mr. Drummond’s house. 

Q. Read the entry of the 29th of November, 1782 ? 

A. Received of the Right Honorable Henry Dundas, 10001. 

Q. Read the. entry, March 2 1st, 1783, in the waste book ? 

A. Received of Andrew Douglas, Esquire, a Bank note of 8001. and a 
Bank note of 2001. for which I give credit to Henry Dundas in 10001. 

Q. Read the entry, April 7lh, 1783. ’ 

'A. Received of the Right Honorable Henhy.Dunda.s 5001. for which -I 
give him credit, , ... 


Cross 
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* 1 * >Cross examined. o 

Q W littbcr tint h«t entry yon have made specifies the manner In 
\vlndi it was received, whether by Bird, notes, or cash, or in what 
tv i) * ^ ‘ l 

A By a Binh o >tc \ alue 5001 

* Q Arc yon to be hnderstood t ow to say what you did yesterday, that 
though the entry purports to be a receipt from the Right Honorable 
IJenrv Dune is r yet that »£ m ght be so entered, though received from 
any body el«e on Ins account > 


* t for the difference in the led* 

l I * 

A I do not Know of any difference* 1 1 

^ Q la there no difference * Whether " received” in the ledger does not 
Sncan it was received from the person himself or herself to who u that 
Credit ts carried. / 

A It does 

Q Whether it is customart m the house of Messrs Drummonds to 
cl arge interest upon their overpiv ments to their customers * 

A It i> 

Q W hetl er Such charge was ever made or would have been made to 
lord Melville, provided his account had btsen ov erdrawn in the same 
way as it would tn\ e been toother customers t 
A I believe it would 

Q Did it ever happen that any such charge was made in the account 
of Messrs Drummonds ? 

A I cannot answer that, it is not In my department? 

By tounsyl Q ou are asked with respect to a comparison between 
the ledger and waste book, whether the ledger must not necessarily be 
Central, as the waste book i« so a^ receipt from Mr Dundasbem the same 
terms as It in the matte book* 

A It would , 1 

By a Peer Q If I pai * * ' ^ u ’ 

upon the account of Mr « 

mention to the binh my , « • 

ceived by Mr Dundis, or someotber individual ? 

A I shoukLpsk the gentleman of wl om 1 was to make thatrccejved, »f 
The said Mr Dundas Inm'seU^ 1 would have entered Mr Dundas's name 
oulj 

By a Peer Q \\ I ether y ou would not 1 ave made the entry of pay 
ment from Mr Dundas. himself in all cases in which another person pay- 
ing the money directed you so enter it ? 

A Agreeably to tlr direction given me I should have piade thtf 
entry 

By the managers. Q IV hether in such case as that just now stated 
bv the noble lord to w hich y ou hav e given that ditect answer# you would 
have made some private mark by which you would have known round* 
that there had been some other per»on there, and not Mr Dundas* 

A Tiut might have been omitted b\ me 

Q I» there any mark prescribed In the usual form bv the house, (Ms 
they may be informed of sich payment having been so made when t e 
same oftheper»on is npt delivered mf » 

^ None, 


* q r* 


Q. Is there not a certain mark or memorandum made by the letter “ P\ 
inserted in the books upon such occasion? 

A. Sometimes I do, but not generally? 

Q. What is the interpretation of the letter P ? 

A. That it was another person ? 

From a Peer. Q. Do you recollect any such instance as a person 
coming to the house of Messrs. Drummonds to make a payment of 10Q01. 
on account of Mr. Dundas, and desiring his name might not be inserted as 
the person making the payment, but that it should be entered to Mr. 
Dundas ? 

A. It is impossible for me to recollect such a circumstance. 

By a Peer. Q. Whether you have any recollection whatever of what 
did pass when any of these notes were paid in ? 

, A. I have not ? 

i From a Peer. Q. Do you know of your own knowledge tiiat all these 
notes were carried to the credit of Mr. Dundas, and to no other per- 
son ? 

A. I do not know that, the last witness could inform the house. 

The witness was directed to withdraw. 

Mr. Thomas Oliver teas called in again , and examined as 

follows. 

Q. In case over-payments were made to any of the customers of the 
house of Messrs. Drummonds, was interest always charged? 

A. Generally charged. 

Q. Was Lord Melville any exception to that rule ? 

A. No. 

Q. Was he ever charged interest for over-payment? 

A. No; he was charged regularly for money at the end of the year. 

By a Peer. Q. Is it not the practice at Messrs. Drummonds’ house, 
when any payment whatever is made by another person, to give notice to 
the customer of such payment ? 

A. It is a regular rule, when one person pays upon another’s account, 
to give notice of it the next morning. 

Cross examined. 

Q. What was the amount of the interest charged upon the noble de- 
fendant from January 17S6 to May 1800? 

A. I have not got the particulars, but, by referring to the ledgers, I can 
collect it. 

You will refer to the books for that purpose, and prepare yourself to 
give an account on a future day. 

By a Peer. Q. When a payment is made in Messrs. Drummonds’ house 
by an agent on account of his principal, is it customary to give notice to 
such principal of the payment of his agent? 

A. It is a general custom, unless it is particularly desiredmot to be. 

Q. Who is it that gives notice next day ? 

A. The clerk whose business it is to write the letters. 

Q. How does the clerk collect the knowledge that it was paid by a 
third party? 

A. He collects that knowledge from the entry in the cash book. 

° Q. Wha t 



Q. }Vhat mark .in the , entry communicates that knowledge to the 
clerk? v 

A. 'If Mr. Douglas, for instance, paid in a sum of money on Mr.'Dtm- 
das’s account, it is stated, for instance, Henry Dundas of Mr. Douglas.' 

Q. Supposing tlic person does not chuse to give his name, but only 
says, I bring such a sum for Mr. Dundas > % • 

•A, 1 enter it in his name, anJ give him credit for it, without specify-- 

ing who he was. , t . i i 

Q. Are you*to be understood, that in every case where a person does* 
not give his name, there is no notice given? 

A Certainly ; there is no notice at all, w here the person pay ing does not 
give in his name. , , ‘ 

C Y~ J 1 • -- with- 


■ l _ ; ■ . those 

account it is received. t 

Q.‘ Then, how is the person to whose credit it is rcceiv ed, supposed ever ’ 
to learn that it has been sent to that hoi|se > 

A. The supposition is that it has been sent immediately from that per- 
son by a messenger. . . > • 1 * 

From a Peer. Q. Do you infer then that it is supposed to be by thc f 
party himself * ' i - 

A. By the party himself. 

Q. Is it the usage of the house, whatever the fact be, to consider the 
perspn paying, who does not give the Mime, as paying on account of the 
individual to whose account the money is to be placed > 

A, Certainly. 4 

Q. Leaving thorn to settle the matter between them as they think 
proper > . ‘ , 

A. Certainly. 

Q. Then where a person pays a sum of money without giving his* 
name, though it is canned to his credit, mar it not frequently happen 
that the person to whose account it is carried, knows nothing of the fact 
till hts book is sent to y our bouse to be settled ? / 

A, It may so happen. » 

The witness was directed to withdraw. 

Mr. William Mac George was called , and being sworn , was 
examined .’ , * * 

Q. Are you a clerk in the house of Messrs. Drummonds ? 1 

A. I was in the year 1785. 

Q. Were you so in the year 1782 > f 

A.Jwas. ' „ 

Q. Did you copy the Jetters that were sent by that house to their 
different customers * 

A It was my custom, at an early period of my going to the house, h> 
copy the letters ; afterwards I wrote them. ( 

Q. What hook is that you have in your hind ? 

A. The letter hook 

Q Refer to a letter written in June 1783, which purports to he written 
to the Bight Honorable Ilenry Dundas. Is that letter in your hand . 
tins? 



Read the following entry in the said book : 

“ Messrs. Drummonds present their compliments 
to Mr. Dundas, and take the liberty to acquaint him, his account 
stands s 2953l. 13s. tod. overpaid by which they apprehend there 
must be some mistake, or that some money has not been paid 
in that he expected, and therefore think it right to acquaint him 
of it.” 

“ 23d June, 1785.” ■ - 

The witness was directed to withdraw. i 

Mr. Oliver was called in Again and examined as follows,, 

Q. Was interest in fact charged upon that specific overpayment? 

A. The interest was charged from the time the account became over- 
paid. 

Mr. Mac George recalled. " 

From a Peer. Q. Did Lord Melville return any answer to that letter? 

Q. Not that I know. 

The managers for the commons stated they would now produce 
ah account signed by the noble defendant himself.- 

The counsel for Viscount Melville admitted it. 

The same was delivered in and read as follows : 

“ Dr. James Newbegging, to the Right Honorable Lord Advo- 
cate creditor, 1782, Nov. 16; to debtor Sir William Forbes, for 
my bill on Lord Advocate, 10001 .” 

Mr. George Scott was called in, and being sworn, was examined 

as follows 

Q. Were you a clerk to Messrs. Moffat and Kensington ? , % 

A. I was. 

Q. What is the book you now hold in your hand, and is there any en- 
try in it, in your own hand writing? 

A. It is called the goldsmith’s book, it is a book which contains the 
particulars of all bank notes and drafts that come into the hou c e. 

Q. Is there any entry in your hand-writing* by which it appears, 
that a bank note for 10001. K. 12. came into the house in November, 
17S2? 

A. There is K 12, 24th of October. 

By counsel. Q. Are you the person who actually received the bank 
note? 

A. I -was not. 

Q. From what did you make this entry ? • ' 

A. From the bank note. 

Q. But by whom was it brought to you, you do not know ? 

A. It was received. 

By a Manager. Q, Is the bank note you now hold in your hand the 
Rote from which you made the entry ? 

A. I have no doubt of it. 

o 2 


Q. Does 


Ci. Docs that entry, made by }ou, enable you to jay on what account 
that bank note was paid to the house? ' * " 

A. ft was receded for a bill upon the Lord Advocate of Scotland. 

The counsel for Viscount Melville objected to tjie evidence. \ 

By a Beer. Q, Do you know hny thing of tills ‘bank note, hut from 
*' • * • — n T «1f> 1 , ' r . 0 , . 

was receh cdin'pay. 

Q. Have jou any knowledge who that bank note came front, except- 
ing from the hand writing upon the back of it/ - f 

A. Not any. » 

Mr. Whitbread then stated as follows: — “ Hasing brought the 
examination down to the 17th of April, 1782, and having been 
called by the counsel on the o r her side, to depose upon oath as to 
a part of the articles in this impeachment ; I beg to appear in the 
character of a witness, and upon my oath to affirm, that I heard 
iLord Melvilledeclare on the nth of June, 180J, that, during the 
paymastership of Mr. Douglas, he became possessed of the public 
money, to the amount ol 40,0001. or thereabouts, and that he 
ifurther declared that he would not reveal the application of that 
money, being impelled to do so from motives of public duty, pri- 
vate honor, and personal convenience. , . f*» 

. By a Peer.' Q. Was that answer, so given b> Lord Melville, committed 
to waiting t ‘ - - > 

A. I heard Lord Melville say it, and it was jnerejy to save the time 
of the court, and, as I have been already sworn, that I swear it. Many 
lather witnesses who heard it might be called to prove it, *' 

Examined by the Counsel. 

Q. How long is it since the honorably mapager heard this declaration 
jnade t . . 

A. I stajpd the date, on the ] 1th of June, 1B05. , 

Q. Did the honorable manager make anj note at the time of the words 
that were spoken ? 

A. I did not commit them fo writing at the time, but I remember the 
•words upon my oath. . >■ 

O Did not the noble defendant, at the same lime, accompany it with 
' * any part of it to his own 


Q. Have you the least clou uluui Hu u.u mo 3? 

A. As to the express terms, I do not remember theip, these (hat I hare 
spoken are the words that made great impression upon me, and which 1 
shall — *- the Imoort of the other parts of his speech certainly 

was, ’ ■ '"*«*• 

Q. : ■ 

A. ! 

Q. That the honorable managep tiasuo uom/i . ( , 

A. I have said so. . ^ 
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Mr. George Swajfield was now' called, and being sworn, was ex- . 

amine d as follows ; 

Q. Arc you n<?t now an officer in the Navy Pay-Office ? 

A. I am. 

Q. How many years have you been in the Navy Pay-Office : 

A. Sixty years. 

Q. In the early part of your duty in the Navy Pay-Office, do you re- 
collect thalthcre was such a thing as an iron chest kept for the public ac« 
contmodation of the office ? 

A. There has always been an iron chest in the strong room, as we call iL 
Q. To what use was that iron chest applied ? 

A. To lock up the public money. 

The counsel for Viscount Melville stated they would reserve 
their cross-examination till the witness was called again. 

William Mackworth Pracd, Serjeant at Lazv, called in, 
sworn, ami examined as follows: 

Q. What have you in your hand f 

A. I have the examination of the Right Honorable Lord Viscount Mel- 
ville which was taken before the Commissioners of Naval Enquiry, on 
the 5th of November, 180-k 

Q. Is it signed by Lord Melville ? 

A. It is. 

Q. Did Lord Melville depose upon oath to that evidence ? 

A. Lord Melville- was sworn, and deposed upon oath, to the contents 
of this paper. 

Cross-examined. 

,Q. Before Lord Melville was examined before the Commissioners of 
Naval Enquiry, had any notice been given to his Lordship of the points 
upon which it was intended to examine him ? 

A, Certainly not, any further than that a letter had been written be- 
fore to the noble Lord with respect to some part of the subject upon 
which we were then making our enquiry, and to which letter an answer 
had been received. I only speak of this from having seen the letter in 
the office, and the answer of his Lordship to it. 

- Q. Then excepting that letter which l believe desired a production of 
the accounts, no intimation whatever was given to the noble defendant of 
the points upon which it was intended to interrogate them ? 

A. I think I may say certainly not; otherwise than as the precept to 
which perhaps reference should be had will shew ; perhaps I ought rather 
to refer to that altogether. I believe it required nothing more than thc^ 
noble Lord’s attendance any day that would be convenient to him, 1 am 
not -quite sure whether it was a precept or a letter. 

By a manager. Q. Whether the questions were not submitted to Lord 
Melville in writing ? 

A. The questions were written down and then read over by the secre- 
tary to Lord Melville and his answers taken down by the secretary who sat . 
on his right hand. 

Q. Had 


302 ' 


Q. Hail Lord MeMD^ an opportunity of soring tit dopositior.1 to l>d 
given *•' * ^ i ’ , "i » * . 'Ji „ u 

A. The r* *— “ 1 '* ’ : ■ ;ard to Lord 

Melville, ■ ■. . *rv taken, the 

answer rea ! ■ • . . . xUc j. Iojcof 

the examination, the whole examination, over again, and the cxamvttr.t 
is desired to' attend Ho hear the examination" read oVer at some future 
day or on the ^ama day if it pp a short examination^ anil then^jji 
it. ThAt doune was 'observed by,Lord Melville, the questions were read 
over ditlinctiyVand the answers'; also the v hole* was read ov #*r on the 
first das, and on the subsequent day, when it was in the form in «h ? ch 
I now’ hold it; the whole was' read over to Lord Melville by the <emtarr, 
one of the commissioners hording the fair copy and after it had ,bcc» so, 
read. Lord Melville signed it. 

Q. Have the persons opportunity .given to them of alt« ring or conrct- 
ing the aiiswtfr they had given before thefr subsequent signing it’ 

A- The witnesses have been at all times permitted to male such alter- 
ations as they thought proper on the lint day of examination, but on the 
second day no alteration lias beeu permitted to be made la the tr„n*cript; 
but’ifariy thfng suggested itself to the witness, byway of alteration or 
correction, it has been written ‘down upon the examination so transcribed, 
and then those alterations have bc«*n signed by the party so preparing 
them, and also by the commissioners then present 
• Q. Did Lord Melville avail himself of the latitude granted by the Ka- 
ra! Commissioners to amend his deposition { 

A. He did not, if he had it would apprarnpon this paper. 

Q. Whether he availed himself of the opportunity given, of correcting 
Kb deposition before it was signed l 

A. Certainly, upon the first day the noble Iml availed hiimelf of 
shaping the answers in such manner as appeared eligible to himself; I 
do not recollect, that there wav any thing in particular, that he desired to 
male any alteration In. lie did not, in fact, make any alteration in the 
second examination, as transcribed here. Hut in the course of the first ex- 
amination the turn of expression was sometime* changed bv the noble 
Lord as he dictated to the secretary ; but 1 am not aware that there ft 
any material alteration from the original Impression of his miuduhrdc- 
lYvrrri Vt 

Q, Had the noble Lord the same opperf unities given him to make any 
alterations he might think fit, which were given toother witnesses? 

A. Undoubtedly he had. 

By Counsel. Q. Whether the answers that were taken down from the 
noble Lord, and that appear In that paper, vfre the answers that he gave 
izstazler immediately upon the question being put to him, of which he bad 


ro previous notice. 

A. Undoubtedly tl ey wrre. 

Q Do you, in fact, recollect that theaniwcT fr.t riven t«#ny tpesiVa 
pot. at any subsequent tint, was corrected evin in the <xpm**f“i, *■* 
words Of it 1 

A. I can take upon myself to swear, that in the course ct s!ietitl--i> 
the secretary, some word's * ere altered in the phraseology; lot land* 
aware of any alteration in any thin? material. 

Q. But do yo*i reneroirr* it point cf fact, that any altcr-Uoa cf asy 
ifrid did take p’aee? 

A. No. oihrTwvtr than as the p’lfateo’-^y might 1-c aberrd In tie re* re 
of d.ctai.ng tu tie jecretary. C 
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Q. After it had been taken down, was any alteration made in any 
answer; 

A. After- it had been transcribed,' 1 am not aware that -any alteration 
was made. 

Q. By counsel. Whether the questions which were put to Lord Mel- 
ville had been written down prior to liis Lordship’s attendance? 

A. I cannot take upon me to say with positiveness that every question 
which was put to Lord Melville was written down ; I rat hot think they 
nil had been written down ; hut as it frequently occurs in the course of 
examination that some answer leads to a further question, it is impossible 
for me to say now but that some such question might have been introduced 
inconsequence of a preceding question, and the answer of Lord Melville. 

Q. How long before this examination luid the questions been written 
•down?’ 

A. I cannot take upon me to say how long they had been prepared. 

Q. Was it the day or week before? 

A. 1 cannot speak as to that point, because our course has been to meet 
in the morning prior to the attendance of a witness, and read over the 
questions altogether; but with regard to framing those questions 1 canuot 
■say, not having framed them myself, nor heard from any of the commis- 
sioners when they were prepared, at what time they were prepared. • 

Q. Had you seen them at the preceding meeting ? 

'* A. I cannot say th.it I had'; I can speak positively that I saw them the 
same morning Lord Melville attended, but cannot speak to having seen 
them at ally prior time. ' ' 

Examined by the Peers. 

Did Lord Melville, whmqhc attended upon the commissioners, ex- ’ 
press a wish to have further time for consideration of the answers he was 
to give to the. questions?. - - . • ,• • 

A. By no means, , no such application' was made. ' * ' 

Q Was Lord Melville allowed to see the 'questions proposed to himbe- 
tween the. first and the second examination ? r 

A. Certainly not; nor was. there any application that I am aware of 
made for that purpose. 

Q, Whether, according to -the course of your proceedings, you ever 
grant time unless it is asked > ' • 

■ A. We. have in cases of this sort; some objection has been made con- 
cerning the propriety of some persons disclosing matter conceived to be 
committed to him in confidence. There was an instance in this case of 
Mr. Antrobus; we gave him time to advise with counsel in order to be 
satisfied whether we had or not a right to enforce an answer to the question ; 
•and another instance with regard to Mr. Trotter; he requested time fox- 
's similar purpose, and we granted it. 

Q. What interval was there between the first and the second examina- 
tion ? 

A. There was not a second examination.; it was a second attendance, 
merely for the purpose of signing the first examination. I think it was 
•an interval of three or four days, but I am not sure.* 


Q. Had 
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Q Had Lord Melville an opportunity of swing his angers derm? l?tr 
interval } 

A If it is meant to ask whether an application was made for the p* r» 
po«e, I do not know 0 f any , and if Lord Melville had made an applica- 
tion* 1 think it could not be granted, and for thu reason if the comm t- 
sioncrs had been sitting, and Lord Mflvillc had cone, I base no doubt 
he would ha\ c been permitted to see them , the secretary no doubt would 
ha\ e refused him, and referred him to the board 
Q Whether you has c es er granted time to persons who were to be ex- 
amined upon any other grounds, than wl ere it happened that then, was a 
doubt about jour own right to put the questions* 

A I cannot answer it with certa nty it does not occur to meat present 
that instances of that sort of wish for delay have occurred , but I can say 
that in the present ca>e no such delay was asked for 
Q After the tlrst attendance was the witness furnished with a copy 
of what he deposed, before the second attendance* 

A No, it has been applied for, but has been constantly refused , and 
the reasons of the board 1 apprehend to be this, that if we had granted 
‘•uch copies, the witnesses would hare opportunities of talking with other 
people on the subject of their examination, and might feel impress ons 
which might lead to an alteration of their evidence, not arising from their 
own knowledge, but the communications with others 
Q Mould the witness examined before you ha\e been allowed to take 
copies ' 1 ■ * ' 

A ■ ■ in some cases 

person ' with a view to 

give a more satisfactory answer afterwards, but In general It has been re- 
fused, and for the very same reason for which we hare refuses! to grant 
copies 

Q \\ as it known to Lord Melville, or to the comml«s oners before the 
examination of Lord Melville took place, that the examination would In- 
volve his private affairs I 

A Iso such intimation was giren on the part of the commissioners' 
what was in the breast of the noble Lord himself, with respect to the ten 
di.ncy of this examination, it is impossible for me to say 

— - 1 1 , » 


A It was certainly known to thecommUsionm that the questions *1 Ich 
they sho i Id put to his lordship sroul 1 tend to due lose some pecuniary <n 
cernsof Ms lordship, or would obbec 1 is lordship to rest upon the dcfcrre 
which was taken, namrly , that 1 e did nr t cl u«r to disci *e certain n 
cumstanccs on account of the clause in tf c rtatute , but at If e <j ir»J o» 
went to discover from his lordship what me had been ni k of tf e is/w*, 
am! whether that me ha 1 been converted tohisowi. a Uants-e, neecsiard* 
these quest i >n* must 1 ad toth? <h*clmt reof somet* ng which ni.,M beef 
a private nature, mast) uch as tl e advantage made of the inonev. If a 7 
such had taken j lace, woul 1 he private 
Q Ihd any of the w t«e»sei who wrre examt-ej on the fntdsv, s*« 
had given thnr answtrs an opportunity given to them of ejanh eg 
answm If ry lal sngurjb'laretb-'iccond day, v they wrre cat>d 
spaa to sign then* 


A I I ltr 



A, I have no recollection of any such application having hern made; I 
think it would have been refused by the secretary, if any such applica- 
tion had been made to him, whatever might have been s;fid by the Board, 
if an application had been made to them. 

Q. Was any such notice given to the party on the first day, that he 
might have an opportunity of having recourse to his answers r 

A. The usual course lias been before the evidence taken down has been 
read over for the last time, on the first day, to call the attention of the 
examinant to the answers he lias given, and to recpicsl that if he saw any 
thing that he wished to alter, he would do it. I will not charge my 
memory positively that this took place in the case of Lord Melville, hut 
I should rather think that it did. 

Q. The question is whether the secretary gave notice to the examinant 
the first day, that lie might have that opportunity on the second day ? 

A. No, the secretary ha's never given any such notice that I know of. 
Q. Is that paper an exact copv of the original examination of Low! 
Melville? 

A. I have no doubt it is an exact copy; for the original evidence, as 
taken upon the first day, was in the hands of one of the members of the 
hoard, while this was read over by the secretary, and upon all oceadons 
the transcript has been so compared, since 1 have been a member of that 
board. 

Q. Whether you can recollect any instance in wliiclf the fair copy of 
the examination was not an exact copy of the rough draft taken at the 
time of the examination ? 

A. 1 apprehend I am aware of the allusion: I think it alludes to an ex- 
amination at the first institution of the board, when 1 was not a member 
of it. There was one occasion in point perfectly well known, in Which 
there had .been something introduced by one of the clerks, different from 
the original evidence; it was observed when it was read over, and checked 
in the way I have described, and it was altered according to the wish of 
the examinant before he signed it. 

Q. Whether we are to conclude, from the evidence you have given, that 
the noble Viscount, previous to his first attendance, had no intimation 
from the commissioners, either of the specific questions to be put, or the 
general ^cope and purpose of the examination ? 

A. He had certainly no intimation of the sort from the commissioners; 
but we lucl been for some time in the cour->e of the examination into the 
inode of conducting the business of the Treasurer of the Navy, and Mr. 
•Trotter had attended us frequently, and the noble Lord had had that 
letter written to him, 10 which we received the answer I before mentioned ; 
*but for greater certainty I apprehended the better course will be, to refer 
to the letter which was written to the noble Lord, requiring his attendance. 

Q. I understand that after the first examination the noble Viscount was 
not allowed to revise and reconsider the answers he had given s 

A. Thai is rather an assumption than a question. It is stated that the 
noble Lord was not allowed to revise the questions and his answers. I 
have already said, and again repeat, that no application to my knowledge 
was ever made by the noble Lord to revise them ; on the contrary, if the 
noble Lord had applied to revise them, I rather think, and for myself can 
speak, he would have been permitted during the sitting of the Board to 
revise them, and prior to the transcript being made which was signed, f 
can speak for myself, that I think he would have been permitted ts> have 
Stade the alterations, if any had been proposed. 

V 


.srr- * X 


The 
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The witness then delivered in a paper, which W 3 $ read by the 
clerh of the court as follows : 

The examination of the Right Honorable Viscount Melville, 
taken upon oath , the 5 th of Ncvcnb'r, 1804. 

„ appearing by the accounts laid before us that the suras stand- 
JPg 1 " } our n ? me » as Treasurer of the Navy, at the Bank, at the 
following periods, were less than the sums with which you stand 
charged, exclusive of the money advanced to y our sub-accountants, 
and that the deficiencies were as follow. 




r_ s 

d 

31st of 

December, 17SG, 36,000 0 

0 

* 

- 

• 17 ST, 33,100 0 

0 

- 

- 

- 17SS. 48,600 0 

0 

- 

- 

- I7SO, 53,800 0 

0 

** 

- 

1701, 10,933 0 

& 

- 

- 

1703, C6.476 10 

s 

- 

- 

1793, trr,03j 17 

0 

- 

* 

17£M, 50,758 7 

9 

i 

- 

1795, 30,316 13 

1 


- 

1705, 75,413 5 

0 

- 

• 

1707, 5S.640 1* 

10 

- 

- 

1793, 54,140 15 

0 

- 

- 

1799, 54,140 14 

0 


Q. To what cause are such deficiencies to be attributed ? 

A. Although I tale it for granted the sums are stated by the que-'toti 
■accurately, I could net on memory state that they arc so. 1 desired Mr. 
Trotter, so far as I was concerncJ, togiveyou even information he could; 
and it was only in cor^equence of a conversation with him immediately 
after the receipt of your letter to ire, of the da'e of the C6th of June, that 
I learned from the manner he kept his private accounts, it was impossible 
for him to give me the accurate information I required The same reasons 
render it impossible for me to give you an answer to the question you put. 
I am aware that I am not bound to answer it under the provisos of the 

■i ' * • ** * t «f*o»»ld not have dwelt on that 

( • •' " 1 1 *ra*e 

'* r <5e 

l lays*!! warranted 

Q. Upon what ground does your ix.U'uip luuS* answering tha^ 
question } 

A. Upon the ground I have already stated, under the 5 th these of lie 
act of -J3J Geo 3d. c. 16 

Q. M as any parto^scch sums in rcur hards 5 

A. They certainly caracirto my hands, but aid not remain there. 

Q. Did Mr. Alexandre Trotter, while Taymasrerof the Naiy, 
or apply, orcau^etobe bid cut ard appl cd, any of themooey »«*vd 
carry ing on the current sen ice of the Nary 0£cc, since tVrrd of Jaou*7» 
J7SG, for sour benefit or advantage J 
A. From the manner in wb ch Mr. Tro'ter kept ny accounts it is tm- 
possible for n.e to answer that question ; and 1 olject to answer tbs q-cs- 
t.cn, ia the answer I hare stated to the £r*t questiua. _ , 



Q. Did you direct or authorise him so to do ? 

A. To the best of my knowledge I never did. 

Q. Did you between the 1st of January, 17S6, and the 31st of May, 1800, 
derive any profit or advantage from the use or employment of the monby 
issued for carrying on the current service of the Navy, under the 25th 
Geo. III. c. 41? 

A. The same reasons which induced me to make the answer to the first 
question, must induce me to repeat the same answer to this. 1 

Q. Does your lordship object to answer this question under the provision 
of the 5th section of the act of 43 Geo. III. c. 1 G ? 

A. I do, and upon the grounds staled in my answer to the first question. 

Q. During the time you acted as Treasurer to the Navy, between the 1st 
of January, 17SG, and the 1st of May, 1S00, was any of the money appli* 
cable to naval services advanced by you, and by your direction, for any 
other public service than that of the Navy? 

A. I decline to answer that question, .under the provisions of the 5th sec- 
tion of the act of 43 Geo. III. c. 16 ? 

Q. Was any of the money, issued Tor carrying on the public service of 
the Navy, applied by your lordship, or by your direction, for any other 
public service than that of the Navy, with the knowledge or consent of 
the Navy Board ? 

A. No, certainly not. 

Q. Was there a'ny official note or record made of the money issued for 
carrying on the current service of the Navy, having been advanced by 
your direction for any other public purposes than that of the Navy, or of 
the payment of such money ? 

A. No, there was certainly no official note. 

Q. Did you authorise the Paymaster on or about the year 17SG, to draw 
the money, applicable to the Navy services, from the Bank, and lodge it 
in the hands of a private banker ? ‘ 5 

A. I cannot precisely fix the time, but I am certain I did permit ,Mr! 
Trotter to lodge any money drawn from the Bank for public purposes, in 
his private banker’s bands, during the period it was not demanded for the 
purposes for which it was drawn. 

' Q. What circumstances induced you to give such permission to the Pay- 
master ? ( 

A. An opinion to which I still adhere, that if the whole monies necessa- 
rily drawn from the Bank in pursuance' of orders from the competent 
Boards were lodged in the hands of a respectable banker, under the con- 
Iroul of the Paymaster of the Navy, that it would add more facility to the 
conduct of the business of the office, in the multitude of small payments to 
be made, than if the money were deposited according to the constitution of 
the office. I likewise bad it in contemplation, that in the receipt of these 
various small payments, made to such a variety of persons, they would be 
less liable to be imposed upon by that mode of transacting the business, 
than if they were each to receive drafts for such smd?l sums upon the Bank, 
at such a distance from the office after its removal to Somerset Place. 

Q.. As the Paymaster of the Navy does not disburse any part of the pub- 
lic money, except for the payment of Exchequer fees, and other contin- 
gencies, does your lordship think it necessary that the Paymaster should 
have in the iron chest, or at a private bankers, any of ‘the money issued 
for carrying on the current service of the Navy? ■ ' 

A. I do not think it necessary, but for reasons I have given, I think it 
expedient. The whole money drawn' from the Bank, and placed in the 

P 2 hands 
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&and> of tlic sub-accountants, pass through the lnnds of the Taj master of 
the Navy , but though this js my opinion, 1 know many very competent 
persons entertain a different opinion , > 

x Q? Did vpn give permission to the Piy master to withdraw the money 
frpm theBapk, and lodge it m the hands of a private banker, with a view 
to his dem mg any adv antage or emolument therefrom > 1 

f A If it js meant to ask me whether I ever gave any direct authority to 
the Pay master to use the money in the manner above-mentioned, I should 
cerUinly answer no, but I have no hesitation in saying, that I believed 
and under tood he did, and never prohibited him from doi ig so And [ 
believe it W 2 s so understood by others at different times, when the estab 
lishment of the Navy Pa\ Ofiice was under consideration, when certainly 
no provision was made for th« person exercising that trust of great extent 
and responsibility 

Q As the money applicable to Navy Services was directed to be lodged 
in the Bank by the act of 25 Geo 111 c 31 and not to be drawn from 
thence without specifying the services for winch it is drawn , bv whit au- 
thority did vou give permission to the Paymaster of the Navv to draw the 
inpney put of the Bank and lodge it in the hands of private bankers * 

A I take it for granted it always was drawn under the heads of service 
pointed out in the ict of parliament, and when I talk of permission, I 
mean it under the explanation contained in answer to a former question, 
in which I suppose the monev was drawn under competent authority 
Q Doj ou know any instance of a ireasurtrof the Navy having made 
good any loss which had arisen from overpay muits or other misapphcatioi s 
of the public money > 

A No, 1 do not 

Q Did ypu derive any profit or advantage from the use or empfov- 
ynent of money issued for earning on the current service of the Navy, be- 
tween the 10th of August, 1782, and the 30th of April, 1783, or between 
the 1st of Februar,, 1784, and the 31st of December, 178a, during which 
period vou held the office of Treasurer of the Navy ? 

A I decline answering this question under the 5th clause of 13 Geo Iff, 
c 10 and for reasons given in mv first auswer 

Q Did you con ider the addition, granted by (he King’s sign manual, 
■upon your appointment to the office of Treasurer of the Na y, making 
•yaw: saJUcy 40Q0L axcar, clear of all deductions to be m full satisfaction 
fir all wage-*, fees, and other profits and emoluments, previously tnjoyed 
by former Treasurers’ 

A Certainly I did, with the exceptions of Coals, Candles, and some 
such $mall conti ngencie* i 

Q When was it first discovered that .Mr Jelhcoe was deficient inthe 
balance of public money, which he stood charged as deputy Paymaster 
pf the Navy ? 

,\ I do not recollect the precise pi nod, but the frst tl mgthitgavc me 
anv suspicion that there was danger of deficiency was, by obsen ingin the 
reports occasion ally made to me, tint his balance remained stationary, so 
far at lca't as never to get below a sum I think between twentv and thirty 
thousand pounds, this led me to hive a particular conversation withb m, 
when he confessed to me, that for a considerable number of yi an he had 
been embarra sed from some advance or engagements he had come order, 
yith a Mr Cort from the high opinion I had of linn, in coiwquenec 
pf the pbaracterof former Treasurers of the Navy } and my own ol sirva 
lions, I hid no reason to doubt the Jidelity of lus representation , and it vv 

e my 
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inv belief, that if hr find lived to superintend the business, and to bring 
the p - j fi t ^ of the patent Mr. Cort had obtained, to their proper hearing, 
t he -Mss might have been repaired. Upon this however, f do not pretend 
to give any positive opinion, ns it appeared after his death that his embar- 
ra'snn-nt had existed, and a balance become due at least as early as 178". 

Q. I Imv many years before the death of Mr. Jollieoe was it you suspect- 
ed he wa« deficient in his balance ? 

A. 1 cannot mention the precise time, but it certainly was more than 
One or two years. 

Q. Was any enquiry made upon the discovery into t he real state of his; 
balance r 

A. Certainly it was minutely enquired into. 

Q. Does it any where appear what was the exact state of his deficiency 
at that tim e r 

A. 1 cnm.*)t state it from memory ; but l dare say it does appear. 

C V. M. Poi.k, Henry Njohoi.s, 

Ewan Law, W. M. l’n.vr.n. MELVJI.LE, 

John Kokh, 

• A paper was delivered in as follows : 

Treasurer's Balances , No. 3S. 

Jf'imhlcdon , June. 30, 1 SOI. 
[Received July 2) — [Read 2d) 

Gr.NTLEMF.N, 

“ I have received your requisition of date the CGtli instant. Tt 
“ is impossible for me to furnish you with the account you ask.: 
“ It is more than four years since I left the office of Treasurer of 
“ me Navy, and at the. period of doing so, having accounted for 
“ every sum imprested into my hands, I transferred the whole 
“ existing balance to the account of niy successor. From that 
“ time I never considered anyone paper, or voucher, that remain- 
“ ed in my hands, as of the smallest use to myself or any person, 
“ and consequently being often in the practice since I retired into 
“ Scotland, of employing occasionally some time in assorting mv 
“ papers, and destroying those that were useless, I am satisfied 
“ their docs not exist any one material by which I could makeup 
“ such an account as you specify. But, independently of that cir- 
“ cumstancc, I tiiink it right to remind you, that during a great pat t 
“ of the time 1 was Treasurer to the Navy, I held other very con- 
“ ficlential situations in government, anti was intimately connected 
“ with others. So situated, I did not decline giving occasional 
<£ accommodation from rhe funds in the Treasurer’s hands, to other 
“ services not connected with my official situation as Treasurer of 
“ the Navy. If I had materials to make up such an account as 
“ you require, I could not do it without disclosing delicate and 
“ confidential transactions of government, which my duty to the 
“ public must have restrained me from tevcaling. 

“ I have the honour to be, ' ! 

“ Gentlemen, 

(( Your most obedient humble servant, 

1 MELVILLE.” 

“ To the Commissioners of Naval Enquiry.” 
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A paper was delivered fa and read as follow* : 

■ ’-Admiralty, March 28, 1805 . 
[Received 29 th) • t-{read29ih) 

41 Gentlemen, ' 1 

“Having rend your tenth teport, and observing particularly the 
** following paragraphs the 14 1st page: ' 

‘ However the apprehension of disclosing delicate and confi- 

* demial transactions ' ■ ' 1 ; -jj-dMel- 

* ville in withholding : ■ ■. ■ ■ • :o, other 

* departments, we do ■ ■ ; , - . * ■ ■ ■ can'at 1 

‘'’all account for' his refusing to state whether he derived any pro- 

* fit or advantage from the t use or employment of money issued 

* for the services of the Navy. Jf his Joidship had received info 
4 hishand^ such monies as weie advanced by linn to other depart- 

* ments/and had replaced them as soon as they Were repaid, he 

* could not have derived any profit or advantage from such trails- 

* actions, however repugnant they might he.ro the provisions of 
4 the legislature for the, safe custody of the public money/ 

4 ‘, I think it necessary to state the following observations, in or- 
*' der to place in their just view the grounds on which I declined 
“ answering ydur questions, and which yo'u appear not to haveac- 
44 'curately understood. 

** When you first called uppn me for information, I stated to 
" you that. I had not materials on which I could frame such an ’ 
" account as you required me at that time to prepare ; and in a 
" communication with Mr. Trotter, before my examination on 
“ the 5th of November, I’learnt, for the first time, that in the ac- 
*' counts, wliicb he had kept, respecting my private concerns, he 
“ had 50 blended his own private monies with what he hid in ms 
“ hands of public mone * ■ ’ - tn ascer- 

41 tain, with precision, ■ • occa- 

*• sion to make to me ir ■ * .* * cotint 

44 with me, were made from the one or flora the other ot rue ag- 
*• gregate sums which constituted his balance with the house ’of 
“ Mfessrs. Coutts. , 

44 This circumstance, which I understood Mr. Trofter'hadhim- 
*f self distinctly communicated to you, 'made it impossible forme 
•t to return any other answer than I did to the general question 
<« which you put to me, 4 Whether Mr. Trotter had applied any 

* of the money issued for carrying on the current seivice of the 

* Navy for my benefit or advantage/ And to this circumstance 
« I uniformly referred in my answers to other questions respecting 
44 the manner in which Mr. Trotter applied the money in his 
44 hands. 

44 When you put the question to me, * Whether 1 did direct 
4 or authorise Mr. Trotter to lay out, or apply, or cause to be laid ♦ 
4 out or applied, any of the money issued for carrying on the cur- 

* rent service of the Navy to mv benefit or advantage?” my an- 

J swer 



“ $\vcr was, 4 to the best of my recollection I never did.’ That 
*• answer I now tepcat. 

“ Had you proceeded to enquire whether I had eve any 
*« understanding, expressed, or implied with Mr. Tiottc , re- 
spcctitig any panicipation of advantages derived from the cus- 
“ tody ol the public money ? ot whether I at any time knowingly 
“ detived any advantage to myself from any advances of the pub- 
“ lie money, I should have had no hesitation in declaring as I now 
<< do declare, that there never was any such understanding, nor 
“ any thing like it between Mr. Trotter and myself ; that I never 
*« knowingly detived any such advantage; and that whatever 
** emolument accrued to Mr. Trotter, in the conduct of the pc- 
cuniary concerns of the office, was, so far as 1 am informed, 
“ exclusively his own. 

“ With respect to any advances which Mr. Trotter might 
“ make on my private account, I considered myself as debtor to 
“ him alone, and as standing with regard to them in no other 
“ predicament than I should have done with any other man of 
“ business who might be in occasional advance to me in the 
“ general management of my concerns entrusted to him. 

“ It is impossible for me to ascertain from any documents 
“ or vouchers in my hands, or now existing, what the extent 
“ of these advances may have been at any particular period. 
“The accounts which you have inserted in. your report I never 
“ saw, till I saw them in the report itself, 'They arc no accounts 
“ of mine, nor am I a party of them. They contain a variety of 
“ sums issued nominally to me, which never came into my hands ; 
“ and they give no credit for the various sums received by Mr. 
“ Trotter on my private account, from my salary as Treasurer of 
“ the Navy, and from other sources of income of which he was in 
“ the receipt. Nor do they take any notice of the securities of 
“ which he was in possession for the re-payment of any balance at 
“ any time due to hint from my private funds. 

“ With respect to the sums of naval money advanced to me, 
“ and applied to other services, I do not feel it necessary to make 
“any additional observations, except to dcclaic that all those. 
“ sums were returned to the fund from which they were taken, 
“ having in no instance been withdrawn from it for any purpose 
“ of private emolument or advantage, 

“ Before I conclude I wish to correct an inaccuracy, which I 
“ observe in one part of my evidence. 

“ In Appendix, No, 7, page 192, the question is put to me, 

* Did you derive any profit or advantage from the use or employ- 
4 ment of public money issued for carrying on the current service 
f of the navy, between the 1 9th August, )782, and the 80th April, 

4 1783, or between the 1st of February, 1784, a'nd the 3lst of 
December, 178b, during which periods you held the office of 
4 Treasurer of the navy ?’ which question I there answer by a 
' “ reference 
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“ reference to an answer given to a similar question put to me’ 
“ before. » 

“ This answer is inaccurate, in so far as it contains a refer- 
“ cnee to Mr. Trotter's mode of blending his funds iri his private 
** accounts with Messrs. Couirs. v r 1 

** Mr. Trotter was not Paymaster till the year 175(7. * 4 • * 

“ The ci'cutnstances, therefore, relative to Mr. Trotter’s ac-* 
*' enunr, which precluded my returning an answer to your former 
" question, cfo not apply to the periods specified in that last-roen- 
** ttoned, ‘ 

“ And I can therefore have no difficulty in declaring, that <J a. 
u ring those periods I did not derive any advantage from the use 
** or cinpfoyment of money issued for carrying on the service of 
4t (he navy . ' 

“ Having stated these farts, it is almost unnecessary for m'e to 
** add that i am ready at any time to verify them by my oath. ‘ 
“ I am. Gentlemen, . 1 tt 

** Your most obedient, humble servant, 

“ MtLVtLLE.” 


Head the following entry Fn a book entitled the Precept Book. t 
flight Honorable Lord Viscount Melville ' > 

< “ Requiring to be furnished with an account of monies (ex. 
elusive of your salary as Treasurer of the Navy,) received by you 
or any person on your account or your order, From the pay- 
master of the navy, between the 1st of July, 1785, and 31st of 
December, 1800, specifying the times when such monies were 
received, and also the times when, and the person by whom the 
same were returned to the Bank or the paymaster.” * * 

The witness said,— -I believe there was no letter w ritten to Lord 
Melville; but that letter which was received by the board from 
Lord Melville of the 30th of June, was in consequence of that 
precept of which the account has been read from the book,' I am 
not aw are of any letter. , ' 

Question by manager. Was any note or lMlcr sent to Lord Melville 
requiring attendance * , , 

A. I am not aware that there was any note or letter sent but the pre- 
cept: subsequent to that tunc there was a letter written toLftrd Mehille, 
desiring him to appoint some time when it might be coiivenb nt to him t* 
attend. 

By counsel. Q. That is the letter which is desired to has e read. 

Then the paper was delivered in and read as follows : 

“ Greet George Sheet, Sd^pril, 1603 


“ MV LORD, 

« \Ve have received rour lordship’s letter of the 2Sth of last 
“ mouth, by which you* lOtimate that wc appear not tojiave ac- 



nt curately understood the grounds upon -which you declined 
“ answenng our questions, and submit to us some observations in 
“ order to place those grounds in their just view, and also express 
“ a wish, before you conclude, to correct an inaccuracy in one 
“ part of your evidence, and a readiness to verify by your oath 
rt the facts stated in that letter. If it be the object of this com- 
“ munication that we should again require your lordship’s nttend- 
“ ancc for the purpose of being examined touching these matters, 
“ and that we should make a supplemental tcpnrt upon the result 
“ of that examination, and such other examinations as we might 
“ thereupon judge necessary, thctc can be uo disinclination on our 
“ part (as far as we ate concerned in the proceeding,) to meet your 
“ Lordship’s wishes ; but it appears to us, that die enquiry, which 
<c is the subject of the tenth report, has attained that period, -when 
“ it would not become us to adopt such a mcasute, merely upon 
“ the suggestion of any of the parties to whose conduct that report 
“ relates. 

“ We were occupied several months in investigating the mode 
“ of conducting the business bf the office of Treasurer of the Navy. 
“ Those .who were examined by us had the fullest opportunity of 
“ stating and explaining all things which related to the inanagc- 
“ ment of that department, or to the share which they rcspcc- 
“ tivcly had in it, and of- correcting at any time during the pro- 
** gress of the inquiry any mistakes which 'might inadvcitently 
have been made. Our opinions and observations upon tbc irre- 
“ gularitics and. abuses which we discovered, were formed and 
“ drawn up with the utmost care and deliberation, and they are 
“ now submitted ro the three blanches of the legislature as the 
“ act by which we are appointed requires, xf it could be made 
“ to appear, upon a- representation to them, that any thing lias 
“ been omitted on our part, that any misunderstanding or error 
“ had occurred, and that a further enquiry is advisable upon 'these 
or any other grounds, it would be for them to direct such 
“ further enquiry, and to decide by whom and in what manner it 
“ should be prosecuted. But in the present circumstances it 
“ appears to us that we cannot with propriety icsume it. 

“ We have the honor to be, 

“'My Lord, 

“’It our Lordship’s most obedient servants, 

, “ C. M. Pole, 

“ Ewan Law, 

“ John Ford, 

“ Henry Nichols; 

W. MackworTi-i Praed, 
“To the Right Hon. Lord Viscount Melville.” 

The witness was desired to withdraw. 
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Mr. Archibald Douglas recalled, and examined is follows- ' 

Q Do ) 0 u know the hind writing in the book now before )ou> 

A Perfectly %>cfl 

Q W hat does the book purport it to be » 

A The Right Hon Henry Dundas, Treasurer of the Navy, his iron 
chest in the office cash book 
Q Vi hose hand writing is that 1 

A It is the hand writing of my late father, Andrew Douglas 

The witness ordered to withdraw. 

Afr John Winter called again , and examined as follows * s 

Q Do you know that bock t 1 

A Ido 

Q lias that book been in jour possession for any tuna * 

A It has been in my possession ever since I found it among the papers 
delivered bj the widow of the late Mr Douglas to the committee 
Qr \\ here were those contained 1 - j / 

A In a box <•* •* ** ' 1 "* 

Q as it in * 

(erdaj were four 

A Yi» , ic 

Q Ar^ you sure it was the very same box? , j < ' * 

A No doubt about jt ir r t * 

The managers for the Commons debred it to be read. t 

The evidence was objected to by the counsel for Viscount Met-' 
vdle 

The witness was directed to withdraw. , 

Air George Stoafjield recalled , and examined as follows 

Q Whether, according to your recollection prior to 1735, then, was bn 
Iron chest for depositing cash in the office of the Treasurer of the Navy * 

A I here wag 

Q V hethcr such money as was receiv rd at the Exchequer, and not 
put to the bredit of the Treasurer of tiro Navy, yras deposited in the 
rron chest in the office ? 

A 1 can only say that that iron chest was for the purpose of locking 
up the money 

*• Q. Do you know that in the regular course of the office there was an 
account kept of the money so deposited in that iron chest > 

A I nev cr saw such an account 

Q Do you know by whom the money was so deposited in this iron 
qhest ? , 

A 1 believe tbe pay master in general deposited his money thtre ? 
hy a Peer D Do you know it 1 
A I do 

Q Do you know whether the money which was from time to time re 
Ctivci* Tithe Exchequer, or any paitof it, was deposited in that iron chest 
A I do not 5 _ 



Kv a TVcr. Q. Who kept the key of the iron clu'-l ? 

A. The paymaster tint! always those keys in his possession. . 

The managers for the Commons and the counsel for Viscount 
Melville having been heard, were informed that the hook was not 
admissible. 

Mr. Thomas Dodd xcas celled in, and Icing sworn was ex a- 

mined as Jblloivs : 

•Q. Whether von were clerk n f Mo'ry. Mortal and Kensington in No* 
vnuber \T F 2 ? 

A, The firm of the how<* w.-.s Wiekemhm, Moliat, Kensington, and 
Bowler, at that period: 1 wax rlrtk at tii.it lime. 

■Q. What book <* that which you now hold in your hand? 

A. TJd« is the hill book o! that home, which 1 then kept. 

Q. Were they bankers in Ijxuion 1 
A. Yew 

Q. U there any entry in that bill book in your hand writing, which 
enables you to Mate that a bill of one tb-nuand pound*. payable by the Jmrd 
Advocate of Scotland \ce paid on that day, the t’.Mof November ? 

A. lien’ i« an entry made by me on the '.'bth of November, shewing that 
a bill so drawn us« paid in cm that day. due the C'.'tl, for IClfinl. in my 
writing, but this does not shew that it was then paid .-mother book will 
siicw that, which is called the Goldsmith's hook. 

Crass-exardntd. 

Q. Was the bill preluded to you of which yon read the entry? 

A: This entry was made from the bill itself by me, as all entries in this 
book were. 

Q. Was the bill presented to you by the perron bringing it to the 
house ? 

A. Jt was entered by me among fourteen or sixteen other bills received 
at the same time from Sir William Forbes and Company ; it is entered 
amongst thorn under the date of the COth of November, in my hand- 
writing? 

Q. ft is to he understood that it was given to yon among a number of 
other bills that had been brought in, and were lying in the house? 

A. It was brought in that day by the post, in all probability ; that was 
die usual mode of their sending their bills. 

Q. Who gave you, the bill ? 

A. The -custom of the house was (o put all bills that were paid in a cer- 
tain box, with the flame: of t he party who had paid them in written on 
the outer bill, and this appears tube one of the number winch I have 
ordered. 

Q,. After the bill was catered by you, in whose custody did that bill 
remain? 

A. It was usual to take all bills that were accepted, after being entered, 
into the counting-house to be locked up in a strong box, 1 ; but if they went 
•unaccepted, they were delivered out to the clerk to take them for the pur- 
pose of acceptance ; but I cannot say whether this was an accepted bill or 
not, it appears it was due two days afterwards, the 2 2 cl of the same month. 

' ft S Q. Then 
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* Q Then all you know about the bill is, that »t came tp the house by 
soine means or other, and was laid before you to be noted m that book 2 
A Nothing moa < 

t » » 

Re-examined. i > ? 

Q. Did the bill oome to jour house td be paid, or to rtcene pay- 
ment of it J t 

A To recent payment of it' 

Q Will the time and the manner in which that house recened payment 
of ibe bill, appear by the Goldsmith's book to which you have referred 2 
A Yts it will 

Q Read the entry. s 

“November 20th. Lord Advocate of Scotland, per J. Big- 
gin and Co. 22d Nov. lOOOl. M 

The witness \\ as directed to withdraw. 

Then Mr. Scott was called m again, and examined as follows : 

Q Is there an) entry in that book in your handwriting, by which yo* 
can state the date and the mode m which that bill was paid > 

A. It is entered here, K 12 2-fth October, 10001 
Q hat doe3 that entry relate to? 

A. A biU on the Lord Adiocate of Scotland 
Q Is there any reference to the folio of your bill book » 

A. There is, it is 609 

Mr. JJodd teas called in dgarn, and examined as follows: 

Q What was the folio of your bill book in which that entry appears ? 
A ItisCOo. 

By a Peer Q Whether, as you have used in the entry the words 
41 Lord Advocate of Scotland,” those words we-e upon the face of the 
bill? , 

A It is impossible fqr me to recollect at thi$ time , I Was in the habit 
of copying at thp time what was written upon the bill, and I have no 
doubt that the bill was so addressed % 

The witness was directed to withdraw. 


Mr. George Fennell was called in ogam, and examined. ’ 

Q What books are those you now produce , are they the public books* 
of the Navy Pay Office? * * 

A They are , this purports to be the certificate book of the Navy 

Q Can you, by reference to this book, state the balance in the Tr$a- 
surd’s hand on the 30th of April 1783 > j !, 

A I can as it appears by the books , the Treasurer’s ba ance under the 
Leaded' ' ' 1 * ld - » 

i ^ udep the head of pay 

' 
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or wages, the pay branch is 37.S5GI. and under the head of victualling 
op jii° 4s. 4d. making together a total of SP,40Sl. 12s. 3d. 

Then the following entry was read in the banking book: 
ct nss, April 29th, by balance to new account 66,4081. 12s. 3d.” 
The clerk read “ the 24th June 1783, Bank note 1000k” 

The witness was directed to withdraw. 

Mr. Henry- Calhtndar was called , and being sworn was exa- 
mined as follows: 

Q. Were you acquainted with the house of iNIuir and Atkinson, and did 
you hold any situation in it ? 

A. 1 was acquainted with the house. 

Q. Did you hold any situation in the house? 

A. Formerly, but not of late years. 

Q. In the year 17S3 ? 

A. -I was in the house then. 

Q. Were you acquainted with the hand-writing of Mr. Dixon? 

A. Perfectly. 

Q. What situation did Mr. Dixon hold in the house? 

A. Book-keeper of Messrs Muir. 

Q. Did he draw upon their bankers? 

A. lie did for the house. 

Q. Is the signature to the draft you now hold in your hand of Mr; 
Dixon ? 

A. Most undoubtedly. 

• Q. What is that? 

A. It is a draft on Messrs. Smith and Payne, payable to the Lord Ad- 
vocate, for the sum of 50001. ; it is dated 2d July. 

The same was read as follows : 

Georgc-sireci, Mansion-House, July <2d, 1783 . 

No. 5620. 

Messis. Smith, Payne, and Smith. 

Pay to the. Lord Advocate or be.trcr five thousand pounds. • • 

For Muir and Co. 

L 5000. John - Dixon. 

Mr. John Hayne teas called, and being sworn was examined . 

Q. Were you clerk to .Messrs. Smith, Payne, - and Smith,- in the year 
J-7SQ r” 

A. I was. 

Q. 1 Loo iv at that draft. Can you state whether you paid that draft to 
Messrs. Smith, Payne, and Smith ? 

A. I cannot. . 

Q. Can you by reference to any books of that house know whether you 
paid that draft 5 - , 1 

- A. I can know my own hand writing when it is produced. 

Q. Look at that book now before you, and state whether that is your 
Jjand writing ? 

A, It is. 


Q. Does 
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<}. Docs that enable you to state whether yiru paid that draft or not? 

A. This draft is entered by me, but the Bank notr$ were paid and en- 
tered by another clerk who is since dead. 

Q. Is that draft entered by you as a draft that was paid ? 

A. Jtlj. 1 » ' 

Q. Will it appear by any book belonging to that house in what Bank 
notes that draft was paid? < ,, » , 

A. It appears by this book what notes were paid and no other, I 
presume, , > \ 

Q. Js the entry by which the numbers and dates of the notes appear 
jour hand writing? 

A. The notes paid arc not in my hand writing. 

Q. In whose hand writing is that part of the entry which is not in your 
hand writing? 

A. That is the pajmenl of the notes which was mad,e by a gentleman 
in the house who is since dead ; I behesc it was made by him, but will 
•not swear that. 

Q. Is the description of the notes entered by you ? 

A. No they are not. 

Then the following entry was read from the banking book 
“ Old account, Right Hon. Henry Dundas, Bauk 1782, 1783, 
July 2d, Bank notes, Clifford, L 5000.” 

Then Mr. Thomas Rippon was catted again , and examined as 
follows: 

Q Look at those Bank notes ; is that your hand writing at the back of 
them? 

A It is not. f 

Q. Do you know whose hand writing it is ? 

A. I do ; it is the hand writing of a person of the name of John Clif- 
ford, w ho at that time was the senior clerk in the drawing office at the 
Bank." 

Q Is he dead ? i 

A. He is dead. 

Q. Where head renting is the eaby in the Bank hook of Abe receipt ed 
the 50001. 

A. The entry is made by the same person, John Clifford. 

The clerk read « July 12, 1783. Ditto Clifford 1400k 

Q. What is ditto to? 

A. Bank notes. 

The clerk read, “ July 11, 1783, Ditto; (that is Bank notes) 
Clifford, 6000k” 

The witness was directed to withdraw. , 

Mr. Henry Callandar was called in again and examined as 
follows ; 

Q. Do you know the hand writing and signature of that draft * 

A - Id '’- ’ Q.W.0K 
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Q. "Whose hand writing is it? 

A. The late Mr. Atkinson’s. 

Q. That is a draft upon Smith, Payne, and Smith, the bankers of Mr. 
Atkinson, is it not ? 

A. Yes. 

It was read “ 1 1 July, pay to the Right Hon. Henry Dundas 
six thousand pounds, Muir, Atkinson, and Muir.” Drawn on 
Messis. Smith, Payne, and Smith, the bankers of the house. 

The witness was directed to withdraw. 


Mr. Daniel Dyke Edgar was called, and being sworn, was 

examined as follows : 

Q. "Were you a clerk in the house of Messrs. Smith, Payne, and Smith, 
in the year 17S3? 

A. Yes. 

Q.. Do you know any thing of the payment of the draft you now hold 
in your hand ? 

A. No more than by the waste book. 

Q. Is the waste book in your hand writing? 

A- Yes. 

Q. Can you refer to the entry in the waste book respecting that draft } 

A. Yes. 

Q. Can you state from that entry when yon paid that draft? ’ 

A. I made a payment of GOOGl. on the J Jth of July, as appears by the 
•waste book, in six banknotes, of 10001. each, the entry is in my own hand 
' writing. 

"Read the whole of the entry — D 2GI to 27 G that should be sixty-six; 
I apprehend they are following numbers. 

Read the whole entry — Letter B 2G1 to 267, there is against the draft 
put G0001. from Muir and Co. 

Q. Look at these notes, and see whether they are the notes you gave in 
payment of that draft ? 

A. The numbers are not entered correctly, but I verily believe they are 
the notes that were paid. 

Q. Is there any one of those notes which you can state to have been 
paid by you on that day in payment of that draft ? 

A. B 261, B 262, B 263. They are not so entered in the book, they 
are put short B 261 to 2G2. 

Q. Can you state by that entry that you paid any more of those notes, 
and how many in payment of that draft ? 

A. One of the notas is entered wrong ; instead of 276 it should be 267. 

Q. Can you state that you paid any of those notes ? 

- A. Yes, B 261 for 10001. ; B 262 for 10001. ; B 263 for 10001. ; B 264 
for 10001. 

Q, Then these are four of the notes you have spoken to ? 

A. Yes. 

: Q. Read the other two notes. 

A. B 266, 10001. (there is no 285,) and B 267, 10001. 




Cross 
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Cross-examined. ; 1 ; ■ < 

Q. .‘Whether } ou have any remembrance of the 'transaction Itself, 'ev> 
Copt from the entry lh the booh ? ’ < ,,, 

A. None but from the entry as it appears on the book ' * % 
Q. Is there any thing upon the face of the notes, that enable/} ou to 
say, that these arc the identical notes that }ou paid ? 

A. No, (here is nodiing. r i “ r cj, r * 

By a Beer. Q: What dates are those notes are they; all of the kune 
date? • , >i 1 H ,j,h * 

A. We do not enter the dates in the waste hook. <r . < 1 tt 
By a manager. The notes themselves are dated 7 July, 17S3; now I 
propose to prove a sum to the amount of those notes paid into the Bank 
By council. Q. Is there any circumstance that enables' you tA state* 
now, whether the first of these numbers might not be 271 or 270 leading in 
a scries to 270? , ( t tr r\ 

’ A. It appears by the entry to btgrn with B 261 . ‘ * j // '* \ *1 

Q. But as there must be a mistake either in the commencement pr the 1 
termination, I wish to know whether there,!? any circumstance that enables 
you to know where the mistake is? * ‘ * ‘ ( ' ‘ '» . 

A. I cannot, but from the* entry as it stands in the hook. ' >, 

Q. Can you say whether the mistake was onewaj, or the other* waj**> 
A. 1 cannot. L ' ‘ * 1 “■ , ‘ \ 

Q. W* 41 : f- 41 “ — *~ne, jou wpuld suppose that 

, . 4 ‘ 

"i ■ , ■ , •' ■ ’ . '6 ipstcad,o/ 266; I appje- 

Iicnd so. ^ t ,4 * 1 1 " - / Jt - J 

By a Peer. Q. The question is, whj do yon apprehend so any more, 
than that the error should be at the beginning of the series »' ' , > . 

A. It, is the usual mode of entering them, when they are following 
numbers. , 7 w ^ t , > 

Q. Thp notes presented to you now, appear to be in" an uninterrupted - 
series ? ' t . ' 1 ♦. 

A. It is an error, I apprehend. _ } # j , . , 

Q. These* do not follow in a regular series ; there is no 265, therefore^ 
they do not follow in a regular series. . , f , > 

A. The notes that have been presented to me do not. 1 

B} the counsel. Q. Then I understand that the notes presented to you 
do not correspohd in precise numbers, nor are they a regular series ? 

A, No. ^ r , . 

By the managers. Q. The witness does not identify (hem all ; but. 
there are four that correspond and to which he speaks. t „ 

'By a* Peer. Q. Can you sw ear positively that No. 261, 2, 3, and 4, that 
AOu now hold in your hand, are the identical notes paid by you ? • 

A. I cannot swear positive!}, because the numbers are not taken down 

1 , 2 , 0 , 4 . > * i i > / 

By a manager. Q. Can you swear that any one of these notes was paid 
by you for that draft? 

A. The 261 was paid by me, as appears by the entry. . 

Bj counsel. Q. Have )ou any reason for sajing that the identical < 
note was paid by 5 ou, other than from the correspondence of the figures 
with the entry In your hook ? , 

A. pn!\ from the number ; I have not the date of the Bank note, only 

the letter and the number, * „ . . 

Q. Ana 
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Q. And the snm ? 

A. The sum is carried out altogether 60001. 

Q. Does any thing from the entry shew, that each of the notes was for 

10001 . ? j 

A. By an entry B 261 to six single notes, make six thousand pound 
notes. 

Q. Have you any other way of knowing that each note was for 10001. 
excepting that the sum, total for, the six notes was 6,0001.? 

A. No, I have not. 

By a manager. Q. Have you any doubt that these notes you have 
spoken to are the notes you have paid on the account of that draft ? 

A. No doubt upon my mind at all; I am well satisfied that I paid 
60001. on that da)' for the 60001 draft. , ' 

By a Peer. Q. Whether Bank of England notes, bearing the same 
number and letter, but a different date, that were issued on a different 
day, might not have come into .your hands, as well as those bearing the 
date which appears upon the face of these notes ? 

A. I think it is possible it might be so ; we do not take the dale, only 
the sum in the waste book. ' 

By a Manager. Q. Whether there is any other book kept at Messrs. 
Smith, Payne, and Smith’s, by which the dates of these notes might be 
ascertained ? 

A. I apprehend there is. 

Q. What is the book ? 

A. The Bank note book, I apprehend. 1 have left the house a great 
many years. I think we could trace all the numbers. 

* 

The witness was directed to withdraw'. 

i 

Mr. Henry Callandar zcas called in again , and examined. 

Q. Do you know’ in whose hand writing the signature to that draft is ? 
A. Ido. - ’ 

Q. Whose hand is it? ' ~ ' 

A. It is the signature of Mr. Dixon for Muir and Co. 

Q. What is the draft ? 

A. “31st July, 1783, Messrs. Smith, Payne, and Smith, pay to Mr. 
Henry Dundas, or bearer, two thousand pounds. 

“ For Muir and Co. 

L 2000. “JohnDtxon. 

Mr. George Payne was called , and being sworn , was examined 

' as follows: 

Q. Can you state at what time, and in what manner that draft for 
20001, was paid by the house of Smith, Payne, and Smith ? 

A. This draft was for 20001. The entry is for 44761. 10s, lOd. 

Q. Is that entry your own hand writing ? 

A. It is my own hand writing ? 

Q. Can you state whether the draft you hold in your hand was included 
• in that sum ? 

“ A . By a reference to the cash book and the ledger, it appears that this 
draft of 20001. composed a pait of the transaction of 40001. 

Q. What 
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Q. What Is the denomination of thh'book ? * f 

A. The waste book. ( 

By a manager. Q. Can yon state from this entry, or any other entry 
in jonr own hand writing, whether you paid any other draft on that day’ 

A. It is impossible for me to swear that this is the draft I paid. 

Q. Did you pay any draft for 20001. drawn by Muir and Atkinson on 
that da) ? 

A. There was no other draft on that day payable to the same name of 

20001. 

Q. Arc you now Speaking from the book and the entry in your«own 
hand writing before you? 

A. The entry here is in my band writing. I have referred from 'this 
entry to the cash book and ledger, I there found that there were two 
drafts. 

Q. Were the cash book and ledger in your hand u riting i , 

A. No. 

Q Can you state from ttat entry what Badk notes‘you paid on that 
day in respect of a draft* for 20001. drawn by Muir and Atkinson upon the 
hou^e of Smith, Payne, and Smith ? 

A. I paid two drafts at the same time 1 ; what particular notes went to 
the payment of those drafts, it is impossible for me to say. 

Q. Can you state what Bank notes you paid in respect of the two 
drafts? 

A. They are here. 

By a Peer. Q. Is that entry in your own hand writing? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Bead it. , 

It was read as follows : 


C 172 1,000 0 0 4,476 ‘10 10 - 

K 950 1,000 O 0 Muir and Co. 

K 869 1,000 0 0 

H 409 - - 1,000 O 0 

B 77 400 O 0 

R 37 50 00 

c 10 - - - 20 00 

Mo. 6 10 10 


4,476 10 10 

By a manager. Q. Looking at these notes, can you state whether 
there are two of the notes that you paid in respect of these drafts of 
Muir and Atkinson on that day ? 

A. They are the same numbers, but it is impossible for me to say that 
they are the same notes which I entered. 

Q. Are they the same letters and sums? 

A. They are the same numbers. 

Q. Do not the sums and the letters appear in the waste book as yea 
base entered them? 

■' A. Yes. 

' Q* Do they correspond with the notes which I have put into joor 
band 1 * , , « 

A. They correspond with the entry in my band writing. ^ rm 


G 
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Cross-examined 

Q. Have you any recollection of the transaction in question, except 
from the entry in the book before you? 

A. Assuredly not. - , ' 

Q. Is that the only book in which there is any entry on this subject in 
your own hand writing ? 

A. This is the only "book in which there is any entry on the subject in 
my hand writing. 

Q. Is there any notice taken in that entry in the book which is in your 
own hand writing, of the draft which you have in your hand? 

. . A. No.' , 

Q. Then, from the entry alone, could you say that the payment of 
4,4761. 10s. lOd, comprehended the account in question, judging from 
that book alone? ’ 

' A. I can have no knowledge from this, that it comprehended tills 
draft. 

* The clerk read, ct June SI, 1783, Bank notes, Clifford,, 
SQOOi.” 



FIFTH DAY. 


SATURDAY, HAY 3d. 

Mr . Whitbread. . 11 The first evidence which the Manager^ 
will submit to the attention of your Lordships this morning, will 
rctfpcct a certain quantity of bank notes, regarding which there 
Was the appearance of some mistake in the entry of the proceed- 
ings of yesterday. . The fact is, there is no mistake, bpt the wit- 
ness was somewhat confused, *atfd did not clearly explain himself. 
There was a misapprehension about the numbers of the notes, 
from an abridgment m the figures. After some farther remarks. 


Thomas Edgar was again called, and. examined by Mu 
IVhit bread. 


The following entry was read from the waste book of Messrs* 
Smith, Payne, and Smith. 

B. 261 to 7 C 6000 6000 Muir and Co, 

Q. Do you mean by that sit notes of a thousand pounds each } 

A. Yes. 

Q, Dojou mean that the number 261, and the figures following that 
pfterwards 67, denote that they are of one series,- 261 to €67 ? 

A. There i* a mistake, for 261 to 7 would make seven notes It 
appears by other boohs-that the numbers paid for this were 261. 2. 3. 
4 6 7. 

Q. Befoiethe witness speaks of other notes, it Is wished to know whether 
those other books are In Ins own hand-writing ? 

A. The note of 10001. omitted here, js In my own hand-writing. 

Q. Whether those figure? *261, with the addition of the figure 7, were 
pqt meant to comprehend the notes between 261 and 267 ? 

This question was objected to, as a leading question ; the witness 
was therefore asked 

Q What do the figures commencing 261, and the figure 7 following 
that 26 1 denote } 

A. They should denote six notes, but they do not. 

Q. What Is it they do denote > 

A* They denote seven instead of six. 

Q. How do j ou account for the seventh note, which ? ou say is there 
denoted > 

A, No. B. £65, was not paid with those notes, 


> G*ft 
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Q. It is wished to refer the witness to another entry in the same book, 
to account for that note, No. 265. Have you any entry in your own hand- 
writing that'connects itself with No. 265 ? 

A. Yes, the entry is in my own hand-writing. 

Q. What became of that note ? 

' A. It was paid to Walpole and Co. bankers, in Lombard Street: 

Q. Was that 265 also a note of 10001. ? 

A. Yes. 

Mr. Plomer t Q. Proceed to explain the mistake you before stated*to 
the Court, that belonged to that first enhy of the 11th of July, '1783. 

A. By entering the 261 to 7, in this method of entering, it is supposed 
that these are all following numbers, I, 2, 3, <1, 5, 6, 7 ; but in the entry 
5 is not among them. 

Q. How came you yesterday to represent that the numbers were in a 
series from 261 to 276, whereas you say now that the figures seven and six 
are not to be considered as seventy-six, but as a seven and a six ? 

A. The entry terminates with the figure seven ; and that six should 
have had a dot between it, to import six thousand pounds. 

Q. If nothing but that entry had been presented to you, without any 
opportunity of referring to any entry in any other book, or to notes, could 
you have put the construction upon the entry which you are now giving, 
jor that you put upon it yesterday ? 

A'. 1 should have supposed, looking at the entry as it stands, that I had 
paid the person 10001. too much. 

Q. Do you now mean to state, after all that has passed since you were 
examined upon the subject, that any thing that has been shewn you 
brings back to your recollection any thing upon the subject, or only that 
it is by comparing those notes with the entry, that you draw that conclu- 
sion from it ; had you any distinct memory of it beyond that which your 
entry itself imports? 

A. No, I could not have answered it but from reference to the books. 

Q. You have referred to another entry, relative to a sum of 1,6611. it 
is desired to know whether that entry does not import that there was 
money or drafts to that amount paid into the house by Walpole and Co. 
or that it was paid out of the house ? , 

r A. It was paid to some clerk of Walpole’s, who goes round to receive 
tnonies. 

Q. Are you to be understood that the bank note, B. 265, which is one 
of the notes described in that latter entry, relates to a bank note that was 
paid by the house in which you were a clerk, to a clerk, in the house of 
Walpole and Co. ? 

A. Yes. 

Q. What do you consider to be a sufficient description to distinguish 
©he note from another ? 

A. Entering it from number 1 to 5, or 10, or whatever number it may 
terminate with. ■* 

Q. Do you consider the number of a note to be sufficient to distinguish 
|t from all other notes, without the addition of a date ? 

A, No, it is not sufficient. 

Q. Do the dates of those notes appear upon the face of the entry that 
you have referred to ? ‘ . 

A. No. - - 

Q. Then, 



Q Then, if the date be necessaiy to identify a bank note as well as 
the number, as you have not entered the dates, how do sou know that the 
notes presented to you arc identically the same notes as appear in your 

A i cannot take upon me to swear that these are the identical notes 
Q t\ nether, having looked and attended »o both the entries in your 
own hand writing, you can take upon jou to say that the entry, 3s it 
relates to the payment of the notes, beginning 201, was a payment of 
$0001 on. that day l y 3 

A Yes 

Q Can you take upon jou to swear that, taking into consideration both 
the entries > 

A I paid 60001 ccrtamlj to this draft of Mm-*s of 60001 
Q 1 aking bothjour entries into consideration, jou can swear that you 
paid at the second time 26 1 B 2, 3, 4, 6, and 267? 

A I verilj believe it is so 

Q The question is, having both entries before you, can 5011 swear to 
that fact? 

A 1 can swear that I paid 60001 against the draft of 60001 
Q Look at the entry m jour book of the payment to Mtur and Atkin 
son, whether it does not appear that the entry, No 26^, was paid to Muir 
and Atkinson ? 

A Yes, it docs appear so 

Q Look at the entry in jourbookof thepajment to\\ alpote, whether 
H docs not appear from that entry that 265 was paid to Walpole 5 
A 

Q \\ hether you have any other knowledge of the first than what jou 
derive from those two entries? 

A In the bank note book the evening preceding this transaction 
Q Is that bank note book you allude to in jour own writing 5 
A No 

Q. Whether you have from any othef entry in your own writing, 6r 
from your recollection, any knowledge of the fact but what you derive 
from those two entries ? 

A No 

Q Whether, having stated the one entry imports that number 305 was 
paid to Muir and Atkinson, and that the other entry imports that 26a was 
paid to Walpole, you will take upon yourself to swear in which of those 
entries the mistake exists 2 

A If appears to me very clear, that the mistake lies in the entry of the 
payment made to Muir 

Q You having stated in jour examination to day, that the evidence 
which jou had given vesterdaj, with regard to this figure, was founded 
jd mistake , whether that mistake occurred to j ourself, or whether it was 
suggested to you fay any other person ? , 

A I discovered the mistake yesterday in tailing over the notes, and 
comparing them with the book, I found it immediately , and J did not 
know qf the mistake before 

Q Whether upon looking at the draft which was paid to Muir and 
Atkinson, and looking at the entry which you say was an entry of what 
was paid, you can take upon you to say whether 6,000k or 7,0001 was 
paid 

A 6,0001, 


Q M hether. 
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Q. Whether taking all the circumstances which you have been com- 
municating that you were acquainted with into consideration, you are 
satisfied that the explanation you have given now to the house is correct? 

A. I am satisfied that no more than 60001. was paid to the house of 
Muir and Atkinson. 

Q, You are understood to have sworn yesterday positively, that these 
notes were the identical notes which yon have paid ; you are now called 
upon to explain how it is that to day you say you cannot give the same 
evidence-*—' vou cannot swear to the identity of the notes ? 

A. I cannot recollect that I swore to the identity of the notes : if I did 
so, I was wrong. I could not swear to the identity of the notes no marks 
being upon them. 

Q. Does that entry refer to a payment of 60001. which was made at 
onetime? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Whether figure 6 following the conclusion of the series you can say 
that you have any recollection of that figure 6 following the series, in order 
to denote that by mistake the entry would exhibit the payment of a larger 
sum than you had made ? 

A. It was made at the time. 

*Q. Do you know the hand writing of that book ? 

A. I do not. 

The witness was directed to withdraw. 

Mr. Thomas Ryle called, sworn , and examined, as follows : 

Q. Are you a clerk in the house of Smith, Payne, and Smith? 

A. Yes. 

Q. What is that book you have in your hand ? 

A. A bank note book. 

Q. Refer to an entry of the 7th of July, 1783, relating to six bank 
notes of 10001. each, paid out of the house on that day. Is that entry in 
your own hand writing ? 

A. No. 

Q? In whose hand writing is it? 

A. William Cunningham’s 

Q. Is William Cunningham living or dead? 

A. He is gone abroad, I believe he is dead. 

Q. Can you swear that this is the hand writing of William Cunnincr- 
ham ? 

By a Peer. Q. Have you seen William Cunningham write? 

A. Yes, I have. 

Q. Do you believe that to be his hand writing:? 

"A. I do. • 

The witness was directed to withdraw. 

Mr. Henry CaUandar recalled. 

Q. Are the papers you hold in your hand part of the papers of Mu>r 
A. They are. 

Q. Do you hold them for the assignees? 

A, They are held for the assignees. ' 


Q. Have 
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Q. Have you any draft drawn by Lord MeHillc upon the iiouse of 
Muir and Atkinson ? 

A. I hold in mj band a draft, dated Edinburgh, drawn by Henry Dun- 
das upon Richard Atkinson ; and, I believe it may save trouble, if 1 add 
that 1 do not apprehend that any draft of his Lordship’s was ever drawn 
upon the house ; they are all bpon Richard Atkinson, 

Q. “Was Mr. Atkinson a partner in that house 1 
A. Certainly. 

Q. Air you acquainted with the hand writing of Lord Melville? 

A. Certainly not. 

The counsel for Viscount Melville stated that if the drafts were 
shewn to them they would admit every one that appeared to be his 
Lordship’s hand writing. Upon which a variety of papeis were 
shewn to them and the same were afterwards read to them, as 
follows — — 

3001. sterling. Edinburgh, 10th of August, 

1781. ,i * 

.. Paid 20 th of August. 5 ♦ ' 

Pay to Mr, John Spottiswoode, or order, the sum of 
three hundred pounds sterling, on account of " ' 

, Henry Dun das. 

Richard Atkinson, Esq. London. 

(Indorsed) 

Received, John Spottiswoode. 

(Witness) John Jolly. 


3001. sterling. Edinburgh, 22d of November, 

1S01. 

Pay Mr. Newbegging, or order three hundred pounds 

sterling. 


Henry Dundas- t 


To Richard Atkinson, £sq. Fenchurch-street. , * 

(Indorsed) 

J. Newbegging. 

Pay Sir Robert Herries and Co. or order, \ alue on account. 

W. Fotbcs, J. Header, and Ca. 
RcceiYod for Robert Herries and Co. 

H. Goldtcutt. ' 

5001. ‘ 
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-$001. -sterling. . * ' - Edinburgh, 17th of January, 

- * • HS2. 

Pay Mr.^Jaipes Newbegging, or order, .five hundred 
pounds sterling. •' 

• ' - - Henry 'Dundas. 

To ‘Richard A t-kinson, Esq. *, ■ 

Fenchurch-street, London. 

•(•Indorsed) 

J. Newbegging. . r 

’Pay Messrs. Wickenden, Moffat, and Co. or : order, value on 
account. 

■ 1 W. Forbes, J. Hunter, and 'Co. 

Received, > 

'Wickenden, Moffat, Kensington, and Bold. 

(Witness,) J. Beete., 


,20.01,, sterling. Edinburgh, ,12th ofSeptember, 

1.785' 

.Pay to William Bell, oror,der, two hundred pounds ster- 
ling, on account of , . - 

. ?Henry Dundas. 

iRichard A'tkinson, 'Esq. 

.Fenchurch-street, London. 

> (Indorsed) 

Pay to Messrs. Mansfield, Ramsey, and Co. or order, value 
Teceived. 

' William -Bell 


5001. -Edinburgh, 14th of October, 1782. 

; On demand, pay to William Bell, or older, the sum of 
•five hundred pounds sterling. 

.Henry Dundas. 

To Richard Atkinson, Esq. 

Fenchurch-street, London. 

(Indorsed) 

Pay to Messrs. Mansfield, Ramsey, add ; Co. J or order, value re- 
ceived. • 

William Bell. 

•Pay to Thomas Coutts, and- company, or order, value on ac- 
count. 

..•Mansfield, Ramsey, and Co. 

•Received for Thomas Coutts, and Co. 

J. Wild. 
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,, „ . May aatj, nsi. 

Mesirs. Smith, Payne, and Smith. 

Pay the Lotd Advocate, or bearer, three hmidred pound* 

Muir, Atkinson, and Muir. 

3001. 

• (Indorsed) 

Hrnry Dundas. 

Pay to Thomas Coutts, Esq. and Comp, or order, value on «c- 
ount. 

Mansfield, Ramsey and Co. 
Received for Tliomas Conus and Co. 

J. Wild. 


Edinburgh, 19th September, 1182 

On demand, pay to Messrs. Bell and Rannie, of Leith 
or their order, five hundred pounds sterling. 

Henry Dundas. 

To Richard Atkinson, Esq. Fcnchurch- * » 

street, LouJon. 

«■ (Indorsed) 

Pay to Messrs. Mansfield, Ramsay, and Co. or order, valuere* 
ccivcd. 

Bell and Rannie. 

Pay to Thomas Coutts, Esq. and Co. or order, value on ae* 
count. 

' Mansfield, Uarnscy, and Co. 

Received for Thomas Cotitis,“aml Co. 

J. Wild. 


500h sterling. Edinburgh, 23d September, 

1782. 

Pay to Sir William Forbes, J. Hunter, and Co. five 
hundred pounds sterling to account of 

Henry Dundas. 

To Richard Atkinson, Esq. Fenchurch- 
street, London. 

, (Indorsed) 

Pay to the order of Messrs, Wickenden, Moffat, and Co. value 

on account. „ , ... . „ 

\V. Forbes, J. Hunter, and Co. 
Received for Wickenden, MoffA and Co. 

G. Scott 

w Ci oss- 
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* . 

Gross-examined,. , , 

Q. At what time did-you come into the counting house.' of Messrs/Muir 
a$ul Atkinson, - . '* 

A. In the, year 1775. . . - . 

Q. HoW long did you continue there? ' 

A. About seven years. 

Q. Do you know,' or did you know that there was any intercourse 
between Lord Melville and Muir and Atkinson’s house,- on the subject 
of Colonel Dundas, Lord Melville’s brother ? \ 

A. Not any knowledge whatever. , ' 

Q. Do you know the origin of any of those transactions to which- these 
bills relate? . * . . 

A. -Not in the slightest degree but from the books of the house. 

. , Q, Is this the first bill that lias been submitted to your attention ?' 

A. It certainly is; •' 

• Q, 'Did you go to America, on the business of Messrs. Muir and Atkin- 
son ? 

A. Yes, in the year 1776.- ... . 

Q. When did you return from thence £ 

A. In the Winter of the saine'yeari- 

Q. Did you continue connected in business, or in the knowledge of the 
business of Messrs; Muir aild Atkinson after thattime ? ' 

A. Not otherwise than by . the books, which I have, seen and perused. 

I was iii the habit of corresponding with Mr. Atkinson, on the public bu- 
siness entrusted to my care. ‘ ~ 

Q. Did you know the circumstances of that mercantile house, in 1783 ? 
A. I certainly think I did. ‘ 

Q. Was that mercantile house in good credit in 1783 ? , 

A. I am perfectly satisfied in •my', own mind that they were. 

Q. How long .did -they continue to be a house in good credit? 

- A. For many years subsequent to that period. " 

; The witness was directed to withdraw. 

Mr. Thomas Oliver called and examined, as follows :' " ' 

By Counsel. Q. When did interest first begin to be charged upon Lord 
Melville? . 

A. From the 29th of April, - 1784. • ■ • < -‘ 

Q. How much -was the total- interest charged from that period to 1S0O ' 
without going into particulars? - 

I3y a Peer. Q. From. what documehts-areyounow speaking-?- .; • 

A.'I selected from the ledger the different charges made for interest-.'. • 

By Counsel. Q. Have you -any knowledge upon -the subject- except- 
ing what you collect from the books ?. . J - ... 

-A. Many oftlie interest accounts were 'made out by myself. - 
Q. Did you settle those accounts' with Lord Melville? ■ • . 

A. No.- • • : 

Q. Were the accounts sent to his Lordship > 

. A. No. ; • , • ' . • 

Q. What do you mean by made out ? . 

A- The ’Calculation upon the sums advanced. 

• - ’ *s 2 Q; latio^ 
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Q. Calculation* in the l>onh ? , 

A. Cnlcutation* upon pa per of the different ads ante* from period Or 
pcriml anil otWie cml of each y car charge* « ere made. 

<5. I)oyou speak of calculation* made at the time in the Course of your 
Ini dues* a* a clerk of that house ? 

A. A*a tlcfh. of that house during the time I was in that department 
You did make a calculation of interest then? 

A. I did. 

Q* Arc those pajxm upon which you made thaf calculation of interest 
iow In existence I 

A. J believe in court, along with the rest or Lord Mcli tile's touchers? 
Q. Ilasc sou delivered that calculation to the solicitor' employed by 
the manager* ? 

A. I belies call the calculation* were with the southern, 

Q In who'C possession arc the vouchers, and those calculations* 

A. 'i'hcj were dclitcrcd to Mr. Kaye yesterday morning. 

’T/tc vrrtnes* was directed to withdraw'. ’ 

Mv, Fennel teas again called in and examined as follotcsr: 

Q. What was the balance in (he Treasurer of the Navy’s hands on the 
3t»t of July, 1783? 

A. It ap’jiear* from the certificate-book*, and the cashier of the Victual* 
ling Journal. ' 

.Q. Arc the book* you arc now about to refer to public official books in 
the Nas y Pay Office > V 

(A- Two of (hart are for tht Navy Branch. 

Q. I* this one of them? 

A. His. 

Q iVJjat vrat the balance on f be Navy Branch ? 

By Counsel. Q. What i* thi* book, how i» it made, and how are th 
balances in it ascertained? , 1 

A. It i* the certificate-book of the Navy Brauch, mndc by one of the 
clerk*. , , 

Q< Who i* the clerk that made it out ’ 

A. The clerk who made out thi* certificate was John Slade,- jun. at that 
time. 

Q. I* that gentleman living or not ? 

A. lie I* Bring, and now on service at Chatham, 

Q. Hare you any knowledge upon the subject of fho balances, except 
what you collect from the entries of thi^ John Slade, jun. who is now at , 

Chatham ? 

A. .No, none w hatever, but from these books. „ • 

Qt' And how -Mr. Slade knew what the balances were th 2 t are en- 
tered in the books you do not know? / n 

A. Not particularly. > 

Q. You are understood to call them certificate-books ; are not the cer- 
tificate-books signed by the Paymaster, mid are those books so signed ?, » 

A. The certificate-books are not signed by the Paymaster. ^ 

* - j „„ nAF are they ? ... . P ' 

(■ — ; ■ ■ ■ . , : . : ■ . the Navy Office’ 

- .i Ai No." 
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A. No, tut’ copies from them are made out and signed by the Payma' 3 * 
tfer, and sent to the Navy Board. 

Q. This book is not a copy of a certificate-book made and signed by the 
Paymaster ? 

A. No it is not. 

Q. Do you mean to say that those books, signed by the Paymaster, and 
sent to the Navy Board, are copies of the whole of this book ? 

A. They are monthly certificates, made out generally from the 1st to 
the 14th of every month, and afterwards thorn the 15th to the end of- the 
month, except the Pay Branch, where the accounts are made up monthly ; 
the Navy and Victualling twice a month. 

' Q. Do the certificates so signed by the Paymaster, contain every entry 
to be found in that book ? 

A. They should, and do generally, except the memoranda of the ba- 
lances. 

Q. Whether those books* which are transmitted to the Navy Office by 
the Paymaster, are previously examined and checked by the Paymaster? 

A. Jean only say I suppose they are. 

„ Q. Are these so r 

■ A. I cannot speak positNely to that. 

Q. When you spoke of balances on a former day, was it collected en- 
tirely from the book before you, or had you any other means of know- 
ledge of the balances ? 

A. I spoke frdm the book before me. 

' Q .' Was it this same book ? 

A. This book, and a book of a similar nature. 

Q. ' Not a book made by yourself? 

A. No. 

Q. Not signed by any body ? 

. A. Not signed by any body. 

Q. Not examined by any one ? « 

A. That T cannot speak to. 

Q. Those were the materials from which you swore to the balances on 
a former day ? 

No answer. 

By a Peer. Q. Had you any other materials from which you spoke? * 

■ A. No. , 

By Counsel. Q. Was it in your own particular office and department ? 
A. It is my office to havfc these books under my custody. 

_ Q. Is the business to which the entries relate, done in y our department ? 
A. They were made in a separate branch of the office.. 

Q.* Not in the Accountant’s branch ? 

A. .There was no Accountant’s bi anch at that period. 

Q. Were you employed officially in any out of the branches to which 
the entries relate ? < • 

A. I was. 

" Q. In'which ? 

A. I was employed in one of the branches, but not in making up the 
certificate. 

Q. Did you speak in stating the balances, from books which you were 
not concerned in making up ? 

A- I was not concerned in making them up. 

a 


Q. Have 
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Q. Hare you any knottier whatever on the subject of these balances 

except what y ou collect from the books ? ,f 

A. None. 

Ry the Manager*. Q. Whether the booh you have In your hand 'was 
rot one of the public office boohs du ring t he trcaiurcnhlp of Lord Melville? 

A. Ills. 

Q. Whether you have fnadc out the accounts of Lord Melville's Ireasti- 
Ttrshlp from that l«>ok, and others of the same description? 

A. They ore made mil from Ibis hook, and other* of a similar descrip** 
lion. 

Tim Managers for the Commons submitted that the books in 
question were admissible. 

Jty a peer. Q. What Is that book ) 

■q!\s ; -V.- • ■ " ' , 

A. 'i ■ ! '»■*!• \ >• ' 

Q. Who appointed Mr. Slade in-tins instance? , 

A. I bilicve lie was appointed to the office prior to the treasurer ship of 
l»r<l Melville. , 

Q. Was he Continued by Lord Melville ? * • 

A. Certainly. ‘ . 1 * 

Q. Does the Paymaster of the Treasurer of the Navy, when he is Air- 
hished with A copy of that book which you have in your hand* from time 
to time *ign it, and transmit it to the Navy Board? . f 

A. He docs. • , , ’ 

Q. Is therein the Navy Office at this time, any such copy, so signed by 
the Paymaster l 'A ^ 

A. ] cannot speak certainly, hut I bclicvcthcre is. 

0 i ■ - t i.i • t “*%.'■ ly 

'(.■ : ■■■ f 

. 1 . k ’ • ‘ - at 

i ■ ■ . ■ ■ ■ . ■ 

Q. Tl>c balances arc constituted by casting up the book, are they not? - 
A. 1 lie general balance is struck on the book, and the memoranda 
divide it into different parts. ' • >• ‘ • * ‘ ' ' ‘ 

Q. Does the Paymaster sign any balance which is copied from that v 
book into the after book sent to him? ’ " ^ \ 

A. The general balance he does. 

Ry a, Manager. Q. Will your lordships permit him to read for your in* 
formation, not as evidence, that part of the book which is not copied » 1 
A. I have before me the certificate between the 1st andthe3IstofJuly» 
1783, in Lord Melville's first treasurership in the Navy Eronch; the ba* ^ 
lahce appears to be 10,7341. 14s. Id. the memoranda at the foot i* ( 

*• Whereof in Bank 72011. 7s. lid. money and premiums J8l. 7s. in. 

Mr. Slade’s hands $5151. 13s. Id. Exchequer fees 39901. is. 7d. making 
together the general balance I have just read. 

The witness was asked, ’ 

Q. When the Paymaster has transmitted to him a copy of that which 
you have now been reading, docs he subsenbethat general balance ? 

A. He does 

Q. Do you know whether in this instance he did so i 


A. I C3nnot 
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A. I cannofc sp'eak (o this particular ; it is ill the Course cif the office to 
do so. 

Q. Is that which you have last read, any part of the certificate that Is 
.transmitted to the Paymaster for his signature ? 

A. No. - 

. By a Peer. Q, Is that memorandum any thing more tlian the result of 
what you before stated? 

A.' Itis the particular disposition of the general balance. 

Q. What were the duties of the office of Mr. Slade ? 

A. He was a clerk in the Navy Branch. 

. Q. What are the duties of the clerk in the Navy Branch ? 

A. They are various. ' ■ 'i 

Q. For what pirrpose was that account you have in your hands, kept by 
Mr. Slade? . 

. A. It is the Treasurer’s cash account : the. account of receipts and pay- 
ments. 

Q. Is that account kept for tlie purpose of enabling the Paymaster to 
certify to the other branch ? 

A. Certainly. • 

: Q, IIow often are these certificates transmitted froni the Treasurer to 
the Navy Office ? 

A. For the Navy and Victualling Branches, they are transmitte'd twice 
a month, for the Pay Braucli once a month:' • ' ' 

Q,. Is that the book from which' extracts are made for the Information of 
the particular departments ? ‘ ' - - ' ' • 

" A. This book contains the particulars transmitted to the Navy Board 
. for .their information. ■ . 

Q. And these acco'unts contain accounts from time to time, being parts' 
Only, as tliey are understood, of that general entire account? : 

.A. The parts of a general account. ' ■ ' ' 

Q.‘ Was any other clerk but Mr. Siade employed t'0‘ make out certificates ? 
A. The certificates are ^written by other clerks, besides Mr! Sladii, hr' 
this book. ' • : • •. ' 

. By Counsel: Q. Will your lordship permit me to ask a question, who-' 
tlfer the particulars, making up the general balances, -constitute a part' of 
.the account made out to be signed by the Paymaster, and sent to the 1 
Navy Board ? ' •• " ' •; 

'A. They do' not. . • . ’ 

Q. Then these do not form any part of the account sent tO thC' Tr easurer - 
andPaymaster ? , ■ . 

A. They do not. / 

' Q. The Paymaster’s certificate, which is transmitted tWice a 1 month, • 
does it not contain alt l he accounts up to- the time when' it! Wa"s ; sent ?' * 

:A.. It does. • • 

Q. Except the memoranda of the balances ? , 

• A. Yes,, except the memoranda of the balances, asbefo re's fa t e dt 
Q. From wlfat materials in the office' does Mr; Slade- make up that book’ 
and strike those balances ? * • , ' ' 

A* I apprehend, from materials furnished him by the chief clerk in the 
office, who pays' bills' and' receives hioiiey, - and also' by thegCrttlenian Who 
attends the' Exchequer receipts.- ' . ' 1 . : 1 ' 

By a Peer. Q. Is there kept in the office any copjt of that certificate' 

which is transmitted by tlie Treasurerto the Navj^dffice ? • 

A. None other but- this book. . . • 

Q. If you had occasion to' turn to any, items Ip theaCCoiintj sltotild .y. o* 
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*cfcr to that book •which lies before you, asthc original, or to those «Aher 
certificates ) oil have, before stated? - ’ * ’ 

*■ A. To tins book.' 1 m • ' «(.)'< * > 

Q.< Supposing any accident Were to happen to that book nor before yon, 
in what *" — -«■**■* ■ * ■ " *' 

A. I ■ ■ _ 

count tr ■ \ ! ■’*“ 

there may be other materials in the office from vvhich an account might be 
made, but to that 1 cannot speak positrv ely. 

Q. When there is a necessity, from time to time, to make up the Trea- 
surer's account, what materials are to be found ifl this book for that purpose? 
A. The receipts and the general pa) ment. < 

■Q. Are those materials exclusive of the memoranda containing the par- 
ticulars of the balances > ' 

A. They arc, exclusive of the memoranda of the particulars of the ba* 
lances. 1 

_ Q. Are tilt memoranda at those particulars resorted to and coiiected 
from the book? 

A. Yes, in making up the Treasurer’s account. 

Q, It has been stated that thesecertificates are made up from the books; 
■Whose business is it to make up those certificates * " - * 

A. I do not know that it has been the business df any one gentleman or 
clerk in the Navy and Pay Branches, but 1 know, that for these thirty 
years past it has btfen the custom jn. the Victualling Branch ‘for the chief 
clerk in that branch to make up the certificates. 

, Q. Is the certificate made up by the same pe^on who keeps the book ; 
if it should happen that in making Jhe tran»cr»pt which the certificate 
j .* • • f *»en „-i L - ild be found there is an error 
- ■ . , ■ that error be copied in, the i 

* • . , ■ • rectly* _ . 

A. The copy from the beginning would be examined with it I conceive, 
and if there was any error it would be corrected. _ * - - 

Q. If an error were discovered in making the transcripts, and that error ’ 
were V>t copied in the certificate, but the certificate were made correct, 
would that correction be made in the book so as to make it tally with the * 
■certificate.’ * ' 

A. I apprehend it would. 

Q. Whose duty would it be to compare fhe book for the purpose of that 
correction being made* 

A. I apprehend the gentleman who made out fhe particular branch, • 
and his principal. _ t 

Q. You cannot speak with any certainty whfether it is ascertained that 
in all cases the certificate is an exact transcript of the book itself? 

A. It is the course of office that it should be an exact transcript, except 
the memoranda before mentioned > , __ ’ 

Q. If the certificate contained any mistake in making that transcript, 
might hotihat mistake be set -right by resorting to those books which you 
call office books? 

A. It would. t „ , t . 

Q. Whether the Paymaster lias not materials of his own, by which he 
can make out the certificate, and correct this bP°k» ,if this book is not 
sufficient materials for him for that purpose 1 _ • 

A. The Paymaster, I conceive^ has an account of his ow n balance; / 
certainly he must have ; and his oVn balance, vrith those of the 
accountants, Tfsust piakep, general balance which h e f'S 05 * 
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“Qt AVe those materials of such' a- oat lire, that lib oiigkt make out- the 
account which he certifies, without having resort to that book? 

‘ A. He could not without the assistance of the different pay cle'rks. 

- Q. With that assistance could he make out the account which trans- 
mits and certifies, without having recourse to that book ? - 

Q. Do you know of any instance of any account transmitted to the 
Navy Office that does not proceed upon that -book now before you for its 
foundation? 

* A, Ido not. 

The counsel for Viscount Melville waved their objection. 

The witness was asked, 

Managers. Q. Of what branch have you now the certificate book 
before you ? 

A. The Navy branch. 

Q. Wliat was the Treasurer’s balance as it appears on that hook, 3 1st 
July, 1783? . : ' ■ 

A. 7,2011 7s. lid. , 

Q. Head the entry to which you are referring? 

A. It is called “in Bank.” 

' Q. From whence are those memoranda taken? 

A. They can be taken no otherwise, than from the .information of the 
different accountants, including the Paymaster. • 

Q. Is it from verbal or from written information from the sub-account- 
ants and the Paymaster, that (hose balances arc put down ? 

' .A. I cannot speak distinctly to that. 

Q. Do not you know that each sub-accountant keeps a book containing 
his icceipt and payments ? % 

A. lie does keep a book. 

. Q. .Does the Pas master likewise? „ - 
, A. I apprehend he.does, he must in fact? 

, Q. Must not each of those subdivisions that constitute these memo- 
randa be entered in the books of the Paymaster and the other sub- 
accountants? 

A. I appVehend they must appear in their separate books. 

Q. Are not those the books from whence those separate memoranda 
are taken? 

A. 1 apprehend they are. , • 

Q. Is it the comse to enter ail those memoranda in the book> , 

. A. Yes, it has been the custom of .the office to enter the memoranda 
at the foot of each ceilificale for -each branch. 

, Bv counsel. Q, Docs there appear any date annexed to the balance in 
the bank? 

_ A. It purports to be the balance in the bank on the 3Jst July, 1783. 

Q. Bead the entry itself. 

A. Between the 1st ancl 3Jsl of July, 1783. 
r Q. Is that entered in ll)e oidiqary official course,,ehding of course with 
the last date ? ’ , 

A. It is. 

By counsqk . Q. Whether there is not a posterior date in the same page, 
.the date of September, 1783? ' 1 ' 

A. There is; I have but this moment observed it, I apprehend that is 
an error in the date. 

- • T Q, What 
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0 What it thfct posterior date that j'ou apprehend to he an error, *»«U 
vr h) do you apprehend it to be so ? 

A It is the I Oth of September, -which is certain!) subsequent to the 
3Ut of July, on which day the account purports to end 10th ofSeptem. 
btr 1783, by issued tq the pay master tq carry pq payments and recall 
30,000! * 

Q To whom would that have beep issued ? 

A The chief clerk for the pav branch would hare paid that 
Q 'tt ould it not has e appeared from the book of the chief clerk of the 
pay branch, whether that was accurate or not, must not that have been 
taken from the book of the chief clerk of the paj branch > " „ 

A No, it is not i 
Q From what $s that taken ? 

A I canno* speak precisely what kipd of memorandum is g|\cn to the 
clerk who makes out this certificate 
Q Head thp ne*t entn 
4 A, The next is the SJ2d ? 

Q The 2°d of what month * , 

A As it stands here it appears C2d September, 1783 r u 

Q \\ hat is that entry ? 

A By issued to the pa) master to earn on payment and rceals, 
30,0001 , 

The whole of the entries in that page of the book Were directed 
to be rpqd ? the same were read , 

The witness read the balance of tbe preceding qccount, dated 
Sjstjuly, 1783, as follow*, 7,2011 7s lid 


B) a Tccr Q Can you account for the circumstance of the accounts 
having been kept m this manner in the months of July and Augu t > 

A I cannot account for the entry of the account I haiejust read, ex* 
fept an error It 19 manifest to me that is an error, because I read two 
sums on tbe debit side of the treasurer of this account for July, 1783 afl 
money receded pf the Tftvurcr of the Vav\, 10,0001 each, which an 
s verlo the 10 0001 on the otl cr side dated m September thes should 
has e been, as 1 concei) p, dated exactly on the same day, the mo ith only 
altered 

By a Peer Q How soon after the period w! cn the account purports: 
to bear date is it made out? For m lance; how soon after the 31st July 
would tijat account in the coprse-of office hate been made up ? 

-A In the course of office certunl) before there was anotl er certificate 
day, that is, before the 14th of the following month 4 

Q Held the two sum* oq {he credit side vyhich correspond with the 
two sums on the debtor side ? ^ 

Thp syimess again reai| from the bopk la$f deljvcfcd in tbe fol- 


lowing entries 

Dr. 

July, 1783 

To received of the Trea T 
surer of <huN» a vv,lo( 
carrv on recalls m his l 1 1 > 

Treasurers^ - ~ J 


'Cr 

Sept Ip 

By issued to the Pay 
mister, tp carry on 
pajrqtppts and re 
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.r: Managers. Q: Is the iheaning of the words " in bank” in the hands 
ttf the treasurer? 

- A. It is the mode in this branch of expressing the Treasurer’s balance. 

. Refer to the ottier book, arid state what are the other balances 
on the other branches. 

Q. What was the Treasurer’s bnlah'ce On the 31st July, it S3 ? 

A. 561.; 172l.0s. 3id.;4G3l.‘, 6,57Ii.; 4, 7"3l. making together 11,9261. 
12s. 4d^. which is the general balance of that branch. 

Q. Now refer to the victualling branfch > 

' A\ The balance for ihe victualling branch to the 3 1st July is not made 

- up. . 

Q. What book is that yob have before you ? 

A. The certificate book for the victualling branch. 

Q. Does the aggregate balance appear by that book ? 

A. From the 1st July to the 3Gth of September, 1733. It being an ex- 
trcasUrership account, is not made Up monthly. 

By counsel. Q. You have said the balance for that month is not made 
up ; is the balance made up for the succeeding month? 

A. No, not in this book. r 1 , 

Q, Are any balances made up in that book for the victualling branch ? 
A. None between the 1st of July and the 30th of September. 

Q. Should the balances be made up monthly, according to the course 
of the office? 

A. It has not been customary, to do so when the Treasurership be- 
comes an Ex'treasurerskip. 

Q. Is there any distinction of that kind in the accounts, as they refer 
to the victualling branch? .They. do not appear to be unfinished in the 
other brandies r , 

A. I do not know the reason why- they are not made parallel to each, 
other. * 

Q. As they are made up in the other two branches, can you state why 
they are not made up in this particular branch ? 

A. I cannot state the reason why they are not. ‘ - . 

The witness was directed to withdraw. 

Mr. George Swaffield was again called in , and examined as , 

Jb'Uozvs : 

s 

By Mr. AVhitbread. Q. Were you chief cashier .of the victualling 
branch of .the Navy Pay Office, in the month of July, 1783? 

A. I was. 

. Q. What was the Treasurer’s balance in that branch' on the 31st of 
July, *1783?'' 

A. There was no account made up for that month. 

Q. Can you, by reference to your journal, ascertain the balance of 
that day? V'-,' 1 ■ 

A. No.. t ' ' Vv> ’ 

Q. Have ‘you any book with you, by reference to which, you can 
.ascertain the' balance oh that daV l 
A. I have not. ' * ■ 

*t2 


A, N<? 
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0 What was the balance the last day of June, lYsj* 

A At the end of June, the last balance was in the whole,t20,0l5t 

9> lOjd , 

Q W hat proportion of that sum was the balance of the Treasurer? 

A 9,3.j 11 4s U\ s 

Q Can jou, bj referring to jour journal, and looking at your re- 
ceipts and payments in Julj, statu what the balance was on the last 
aaj of July » 

A I cannot 

Q Can jou, bj reference to your journals, state what sum ypu received 
1 ' 12th of the same 


Q If the e two sums are deducted, will that make the Treasurer’s ba- 
lance oil t' e 3 1st of July > 

A It will * 1 

Q. \\ fiat wilf that male the Treasurer’s balance at that period * 

A It will make thc.1 rcasurer s balance on.(the 31st of Julj, 2,3511 
4s 4d 

- * 

Cross exavuned. 

Q. "Whether, in making out the balances, there have not frequently 
been errors, which hast been a considerable time existing before they 
hav e been detected ? , 

j\ Not at tins tmte, that I recollect ( 

Q At anj other time > , , t 

A Yes, since I was under the necessity of keeping my money at two 
banks, part in the Bank of England, and part in the bank, of Messrs 
Coutts and Co I charged mjself on one occasion with 5,0001 which, iu 
fact, I had not received from the Treasurer 
Q How long lnve you been m the office i j 

A- I have been m the office si\t) jears 

Q Were jou rn the office at the lime Mr Grenville was paymaster 1 
A I was. i 


E rammed by tht PfCf~S u , 

Q Do j ou know of any other error, than that which you pointed out 
just now ? ^ J «. * ' 1 t - 

A No other than one of the same kind, by having balances at two 
bankers I upon another occas on charged injsclf } with 10,0001 more $han 
I received from the 1 reasnrer of the Navj 

Q "Were fhesfe ferrets soon afterwardsfeClified ? r * *■ 4 
A I believe in one of than it was near twel reunion ths before I dis- 
covered whtre the error was J J » 5 W t ' 

Q Are both these errors rpetmed > 

A They •are J 4 , _ 41 

Q Read from th«?" defendant’:. bankHg book, denominated •• Old Ac- 
count,” tht following cntr> . 

\ « The Right HonorabU nrj Dnndas, bank, 17S2, 1783, Julj 3k 
By balance to dew account, 2 0J8f Us^ 3d 


The witness was directed to withdraw 


Mr, 



Ill* 

t» ...f ,.r ,«», / 1 if - f «*. '? . 

tVJ ?.*;<« »< JZA til****** ’m”.* t\*n Mf.r** «o A‘, 

* 

4 

Q. 11.; Ot To*:, mom tMd > • : him-* If in hi- puhth - I vhh 

n!5 s ! <>{ thr W l 1 *-"". *es !);<- 'JUh *C ■hi:;.*, !‘< f ”> J SO - d. O.'t (,-jr p.j 

of Jc.’v, STSS ; t.^Olors tin- <4sn** «l.-t«-; ’ > oft t'-,>* l }{h nf JnU . -;}.d 

v'.C’l o*s the Uhr H~'c unwed t!w ojTu't.'i W'Mo* Aw Navy 

I'.iv Office U» .r vCft.d’i iV.Ct ! 

A- 1 ?>m*. 

Q. IfcUVf of thru* nuns 3i.nl hr-'n rcrrivrd frwn any public sourer, 
"ml 1 hn\i' * ■> d<-SsS*-d Hur-Of? 

A. Il<- vmaUl l;.)vr d-bUed hisr.'< If hi llfj-* he A* w-forc me. 

Cm? (Xiitr.tr.rd' 

Q- SnrciS’v Jn v.ha*. ofTi;-.! Iv.vi .,•> {hit m-bi; Vr-Jd l,*.\c appeared ? 

A. i he o:V.t :,.l h {•■'' Uhr nj»3 br.-cf ;s an ! <h - '«i* tu.A.iin.-* iunudj, 
‘Herr ;•>-> receipt'* 3>. ."t? ! t th'* pay hmue’i ho.-is the Ivv.’sC* 
cucr. er fto:i\ uni”. ;du.d>, n. !l.< *o tu 1 and *.U tecthne. 

Q. Th' ?'•* the h >• 'V lU I 1 5 

A. T:.r\ .Vo ..ii th" f* * »».<, hi wlndt 3s t;nt.‘*os vu-'tbl <u fright to hr* 
made. 

The tvi’.nc;« was directed to withdraw. 


Mr. Jd.u r.-<: s again enutti in, end u\:s c.r- 

ctjiir.rJ es ff'Hou'i : 

Q. What h li.r.t hrsaV. \-<*u ha\>: in vear l;sit<t ? 

♦ » 

A. The Tjr,v'.trvf% lir.tit. bo, -A. 

Q, I*, st tii>- Oh! Acffej-j* r.r the A '"rows! ? 

A. Th<* N***.v Amount, The Jhght tlor.orr.hlc Henry Duad.ntj 

Imnk, 1TS5. 

“3'iic following entries were then rend hy the tlctlt: 

“ The Ohl Arcotint, Hi^ht Hon. Henry Dumbo, hnnb, ITSf.” 
u ! :5th March, I * 1 T ? , Right I loti. Henry Dumbo, Old Account, 
130001.” 

Read from ?. hook intituled “ Km.v Account, 17S-1, Right Hon. 
Henrv Dundn 1 ;, bank, 171H,” tlic following entry. •* tyk'-.J, 
March lit-, Dundns. Old Account, ”0001.” 

Read from the 03d Account, *' 2 5-th April, 17S 5, Rigjjr Hon. 
Henry Dutidas, New Account, JOOOi.” 

Read fiotn the New Account, " 20 th April, 1731, tire RigJir 
H'-n. Henry Dundr,<, 10001.” 

‘Read fiom the Old Account, “ rytli June, 17 S 4 , to the Right 
linn. Henry Dnndas;. New Account. 1 , 500 !.” 

Read from the New Account. “ 3t;:ii June, 173-r, the Right 
lion. Henry Dm.d.rs, Old Account, 1 , 500 !. ’’ 

The witness was directed to withdraw. 


Then 
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Then Mr, Charles Xemage was called in, and being shorn, hat 
examined as follows: 

Q- Arc you a clerk in the Bank ? 

A. Yes. , . r _ ' . “ \ 

A book was she«rri the witness, and he was asked, 

Q. Do you know whether that is a banking book of the Treasurer of 
,the Navy? . > . » 

A It is. , 1 


Head from a book intituled, “ 1 Old Account, -the Right Mon. 
Henry Dundas, b. *'***'■** 

“ i7 s .f. March ■ \ ■ J. E. 1500!.” 

Read from Nev 

• “J7B5* April , , j 

The witness was djrected to.withdraw. ' » .» 


Mr. Thomas Rip pan was called again, and was examined as 
follows r 

Q. In what mode do* the Bank have the vouchers ‘written off in' the 
banking book of the people who keep cash with them, with respect to 
„ dates? , , , 1 , 

A. When vouch ere are written off, the transaction is dated on the day 
on which it is done, without regard to the day on which it is paid, th3t 


(,' v ■ . ■• ■•••• \ 

i'i.*! * ‘i Dundas; N. A. which are 

i„u i.. : N ' , 1 . . of the person^ writing in 

the credit of 1,5001. - w T 


The witness was directed to withdraw. 


Mr. George Fennel was again called tn, and examined as 
follows . ' * \ > ' 

Q. What was the balance of the Treasurer of the Navy upon hi? Old 
Account, on the 3 1st March,' 1785’ ** ' 

A. It is not stated in the certificate book for Maprh, 1785 ? r J f1 
Q- Why is it not > . i • \ • 'j r,i •" 

.'.I * ! " • — *•“ "" ’ ton in the-Trcasurer*s 

: ' * . ‘ ' ' . . . i ■ 6. 

. :■ 17S4? 

y.. ; 5 . Jld. 


Q, Did that continue unvaried » 

A. It continued umaried till the 31st of March, 1786.' 
Q. What branch is that-’ , 

A. The Navy branch? 

Q. Turn to the next, the Pay branch * 

A. The Treasurer’s balance. Pas branch, on the 3 1st 
was l,OoGl. 


of March, 1785, 

Q. What 



143 * 


Q. What was it in the Victualling ? 

A. In the Victualling branch, the Treasurer's balance on the 31st of 
tfarch, 1785, was 8511, 4.4d, 

Read from the Old Account, 17S.J, the following entry : 

«• 178,5, March 31st, by balance to New Account, 1,0031. 
iss. 3d.” 

Read from the New Account, 1784, before delivered in, the 
following entry : 

5784, August 30th, Swafhcld, eoool.” 

The witness was directed to witlulraw. 

Mr. George Sxeafjichl was again called, and examined as 

follows : 

Q. Did you receive a draft for t?,000l. upon the Rank, or the produce 
of such a draft, in the month of August, 1784? 

RyaPecr. Q. What papers are those you arc referring to? 

A. They arc copies of accounts with which I have furnished the ma* 
nngers. 

The witness was directed to refer to the original. 

By counsel. Q. Is that in your own hand writing ? 

A- All this is in my own hand writing. 

Q. Look at the IMth August, 1784 ? 

A. 1 received no money of the Treasurer of the Navy on that da}’. 

, Cross examined. 

Q. In August, 1784, by whom was the detail of the business of the 
Treasurer’s office managed? 

A. Mr. Douglas ; he was then the Treasurer’s Paymaster. 

Q. Was the detail of business managed by Mr. Douglas? 

A. So far as respected the Victualling, it was certainly managed by 
me. 

Q. Which department is this particular payment in? 

A. In the Victualling branch. 

Q. Who would have been to issue the money to you in that brand)? 

A. Mr. Douglas. 

Q. Did Mr. Douglas draw all the drafts upon that subject? 

A. Mr. Douglas at times was very much afflicted with the gout, and 
had not the power of drawing. 

Q. Who drew when he could not draw? 

' A. I did. 

By Mr. Whitbread. Q. Who signed the draft! 

A- I did. - \ 

Q.. Did you, in the month of August, 1784, or at any other time, draw 
a draft payable to yourself, which you did not give credit for to the 
Treasurer of the Navy? 

A. I did not. 

T he witness was directed to withdraw. 


Then 
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Then Mr. George Fennel aaj again called m, and crammed 
3 as fillo * s: 

Q State the Treasurer’s balance on the new account on the 31st of 
March, If 85, the second Treasurership f 
A It V3S 22,1021 T6 7d iri the pay branch \ 5,9721 16s 4d the trea 
surer’* victualling branch , pn the 31st of March, HSa, 15,3521 J0s 0d 
on the navy branch 

•Read frdm the New Account, I7gf, before delivered in, the 
following entry 

f ‘ 1785, April 1st, by balance to New Account, 75,5181 6s 8d ” 
Read from the same booh the following entry . 

** l78o, May 3 1st, SwafEeld, 200QI ” 

Tlie Witness was directed to withdraw. 

Then Mr John Swaffield teas again called tn, and examined as 
follows 

Q Look at your account with the Treasurer of the Navy, and state 
whether you received a draft or the produce of a draft the 2ath of Mav, 
17St, for 2000! 

A On that day I received 50001 
Q Did vou also receive a draft for 20001 on that day ? 

A T did not 

Head from the new account, 17S4, before delivered in the folMw-t 
w»o en,r ) i * i 

«* May 31«t, 1735, Swaflield, 50001*’ 

Crass examined > 

Q Whether, independent of the entnps contained in the boohs vou 
produce, -vou are able, from jour meinOTv, to give an accoun* of alt the 
transactions of that period 5 

A I am not { j 

Q Have you, since the date just referred to Ma}, J7S5 settled your 
accounts at*tlifferent times w ith the Paj master of the Navy , on the account 
of the Treasurer, without being called at any time to render an account of 
these two sums 5 
A I have not 

Q Were are the accounts you have since settled with the Treasurer of 
the Navj 5 

A In writing in my own hand in this booh 

Q Do jou moan to state that you haye cvpr settled an\ account jour 
self with the noble defendant 5 
A I do not recollect that I have 

Q Having stated that you sometimes drew drifts vlcn Mr Douglas 
was not in a condition to draw for /imwclf^ whether you on that day, w 
fbe day before, paid the sum o{^.CO0l * 

A I did not 


J-rom 




From a Fccr. Q, Ymt stale Hint occasionally you drew drafts in your 
own name, though in fact, you were only authorised by Mr. Douglas so 
to do, whether nt tho'-e times when you drew the drafts,, the. drafts were 
entered in the hooks as paid to the individual in whose favor you drew 
the drafts, or whether they were entered as paid to you ? 

A. I do not remember that 1 ever drew a draft of that kind in fny own 
name. 

Q. As you did not settle your accounts personally with Mr. Duudas, 
with whom did you settle them ? 

A. I settled it in my own books, and of course knew the balance at the 
end of every month. 

The witness was directed to withdraw. 

Mr. Thomas Oliver tv ns again called in, and produced a ledger 
of Messrs. Drummonds, and was examined as follows: 

Q. Head an entry of the 25lh of May, 17S5. 

A. The title of the account is the Right Honorable Henry Dundns, 
May 25th, 1785, received of Andrew Douglas 20001. 

By counsel. Q. Has the Witness examined this period with any book? 
A. Yes, 1 have. 

The witness was ordered to withdraw. 

Mr. George Fennel was again called in, and examined as 

follows. 

Q. "What were the Treasurer’s balances on the 31st of May, 17S5, in 
the navy branch ? » 

A. The balance then was 54,7731. 11s. lid.; for the pay branch, 31st 
May, 17S5, 19,8321. lGs. 4d. ; for the victualling branch, on the 3 1st May, 
17S5, 13,3521. 10s. Pd. • 

Q. State the official balance the 31st July, 1785. 

A. For the navy branch 3,G02l. 14s. 9d. ; for the pay branch, the 31st 
July, 17S5, G,200'l. 

Q. For the victualling branch ? 

A. The 31st July, 1785, 13,7521. 10s. 9d. 

The witness was desired to withdraw. 

Mr. John Gimmingham was again called in, and examined as 

foilozcs : 

Q. Do you know whether these are the banking books of the Treasurer 
of the Navy ? 

A. They are both the Treasurer’s books. . 

y* 


■ The 


' 145 * 

The witness \va$ directed to withdraw. '* ' T s t x "* 

“ 1 * r * > 

- Q. HfJd from a bonk entitled Ntw'Account.HightllononMentnn 
vDundas, Bank, 17R5, the following entry. * 

A. 1785, July 30th, by balance to new account, 13,0261. 10s. 8d. 
v Q. Bead frotn another book intiUed New Account, Right Honorable 
Henry Dundas with the Bank, by act of Parliarticnt, dated July 1st, 1785, 
,the following entry. ^ ■> > 

A. July 30th, by balance to new account, 28,5231. 15s. 

'Mr. John Davies was called in, and being sworn , -a as examined 
as follows: ' r 

Q. Ilid you pay or transfer the sum of lOODl. to the account of Lord 
Melville, the *1 rtasurir of the Navy, at the Bank, in the month of Octo- 
ber, 17$5* , ■ , . \ . , * , 

“'A. I made a draft for 10001. payable to the Right Honorable Henry 
Dundas; it was for his salary asTreasurer of the Navy, for the preceding 
quarter. 

Q. )Vhat situation did you hold in the Navy Pay-office at that time* 
.‘’“A. At that’tnne 1 was assistant to the then Cashier of thd Navy. 1 
Q. What \v‘as his name? 

' • A. John Slade: the public cash was deposited in oarjoint names, and 
therefore I drew the draft myself. ' * 

Q. Did you make apy payment to the amount of 10001. ? 

A. I did on the 6th of October, 1785. r 

Q. On what account did you make that payment? 

^A. I made it on account of theRighi Honorable Henry Dundas’s salary 
Tor the preceding quarter. * 1 3 

Q. To whom, or to what account did you make that payment 7 
A. I will look at another book, and inform you. 

" 1 Q. By a Peer. Is that book Ih j our hand writing’ 

A. It is all in my own hand-writing; the draft was drawn payable b 
Mr. DunBas, but it was"" given to Mr. "Douglas. " r u 

The witness was directed to withdraw. ' * 

• Bead from a hook intituled. New Account, Right Honorable 
Henry Dundas, 1785, before delivered m, the following entry: * 
'*1785, October 6th, Slade and Davies, lOQOl.” « 

*>0 “I 

Mr. Fennel was called in again, and examined as folloas: 

* r , , « . j 

Q. State the Treasurer’s balance on the 3 1st October, 1785. 

A. The Treasured balance in the navy branch on the 31st of October, 
J785, wiis 55,7331. 10i.; tor the pay -branch on the 3 1st October, 1783, 
5,2131. 16>.“ lid. ; for the victualing ^rancU on the 31st October, 1785, 
19,7121. 10s. 9d. 

Q. Read from the New Account, Right Honorable Henry Dundai, 
Bank, 1785, before delivered in, the following entry : 1 

A. 1735, 31 ~ ' 

Q. Read fron 

with the Bank, _ » 

Jirered in the following entry : 

* X. “ 1783, October 31st, by balance to New Account, 125,033b 7s^ 
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The witness was directed to withdraw. 

Mr. Archibald Douglas teas called in again , and examined as 

follows; 

ft. "When did your father die ? 

A. Some day in December, 1785, to the best of my recollection; hut I 
•cannot ascertain the day. 

Tire witness was desired to withdraw. 

Mr. George Fennel was again called in, and stated from the 
certificate books before delivered in, that the Treasurer's balance 
for the navy branch, on flic 30th of November, 1780 , was 5,98‘lJ. 
2 s. Id. ; for the pay branch, on the 30th of November, 17S5, was 
3,5 !3l. 16 s. nd. ; for the victualling branch, on the 30th of No- 
vember, 1785, the balance was 21 , 7 i 2 l. 10s. 9d. 

Q. Read from the book, inlitlcd Right Honorable Henry Dundas with 
the Bank, by act of Parliament, July hi, 17S5, the following entry : 

A. “ 17S5, November 30th, by balance to New Account, (35, 7S3l. 19s. id. 
-ft. Read from the banking-book New Account, 17S5, the following 
entry : 

. A. “ 17S5, October 3ht, To balance from old account, agreed, John 
Betteworth, 9,0231. 10s. Sd. 

The witness was directed to withdraw. 

Then Mr. Osborn Standcri was again called in, and examined 

as follows , 

ft. You are clerk in the Navy Office ? 

A. Yes. 

ft. When the Treasurer of the Navy is to make a transfer from one 
account to the other, whether he docs not do that by direction of the 
Navy Board? 

A. Yes. ... 

ft. Is he allowed so to do without directions for that purpose being 
given ?.< 

'A. No. 

Q. "Were any directions given for transfers by the Navy Board, to the 
Treasurer of' the Navy for 2000kon the 13th of March, 1784, or for 10001. 
on the 24th of April, '1784, or for 1,5001. on the 17th of June, 1784, or for 
1,5001. on the 1st March, 1785 ? 

A. I cannot tell from memory. 

ft. Have you taken any, and what means, to inform yourself upon 
that subject, or whether such orders were or not given ? 

A. I have referred to those bills, by which those tranfers were made. 

Q. Do you mean by which all transfers were made during the Treasurer- 
ship ? - 

A. Yes. 

ft. Do you find any. authority whatever for IheTreasurer having made 
the transfers that were before repealed to you ? " 

A. The bills only, are the authority for such transfers. 

' *v 2 r 'Examine 
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Q. Examine those bills, and sec if you 'can find any authority for 
a transfer of the sum of 20001. on the 15th March, 17b* ; the 
■second is 10,0001. the third is 20,000!. the fourth is 10001. the fifth is ' 
50001. the sixth is 50001. the seventh is 50001. the eighth is 50001. the 
ninth is 50001. the tenth is 10,0001. theeleventh is 50001. and the twelfth; 
is 60001. , ~ 

Are there any more bills of the same nature, authorising transfers 
during that period } 

A. Not from one treasurenhip to the other, k t , , 

Cross-examined. , 

Q. Explaip what jou mean by transfers made by bills? 

A. Sums that have been received by the Treasurer, for the time being, 
and paid over to the Ex-Treasurer to carry on the service during his trea- 
surersbip. 4 

Q. Then you are to be understood, that the account of the Ex-Treasu- 
rer, and the Treasurer in the office, are kept distinct ? . . 

A. Theyare.so. , , 

Q. Do you mean, speaking of the transfers from one account to the 
other, that that was directed by the Navy Board ? 

A. Yes. that it was directed by the Navy Board. 

Q. Each head of seryice is also kept distinct by the Ex Treasurer, or 
by the Treasurer in office? 

A. Exactly so. ft, 

Q. Are any directions given with respect to the removal of any money 
from the Bank for any purpose. Do the Board ever give any directions 
upon that subject ? 

\A.-Nevef. _ ’ ; 

Q. The transfer from one place to another place, is left to the discretion' 
of the Treasurer, and is not under the direction of the Board t 
A. Undoubtedly not. . y , *, 

Q. Was there any transfer from one account to the other, at the period 
respecting which _jou have been interrogated jn April, March, and June, 
1781 ? , , 

A. I find one transfer of 10,0001. was made id March, I?8f, from the. 
new account to the old account. 

Q. Is that a transfer that is directed by thejjoard? , i * 

A. Yes, that 10,(h)0i> was expressly received by the Treasurer jn his 
second treasurership, purposely to pay over fo the Treasurer jn fiis first' 
treasurer^ ip. > 

' Q. Was that under the regular authority of the Navy Bqard > 

A. Yes , / , j. 

Q. Is there any authorised transfer in the same month from one account 
to the other? ' t 

A. I do not know of any., ' 

Q. The total amount of the Ex-Treasurer and the Treasurer in office, 
is never varied at all without authority, is not that so » 

A. Yes, that is perfectly clear. 1 • 

Q. Whether you know any alterations in the month of March, and the 
other two months from the old account, to the new account from the bx* 
Treasurer to the new Treasurer? , < 

Q. Do you belong to the Navy Pay Office at all ? 

4* I do not. 
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Q. Do you belong to the Navy Office? 1 
A- Yes. , 

Q; Is it your particular office to controul ; the Treasurer’s accounts? • 

A. It is. . : • 

Q. Does It lie within your own knowledge* • if there is any transfer from 
one account to the other in consequence of your department ? - ; • - 

A.' It would appear in the account of each, the sum transferred, and the 
^um received, in the other account ? 1 - * • > < ! 

Q. Would it come within your official knowledge if such a transfer had 
, 3 t any time been made ? 1 1 ; 

A. It would. • • - - ■ 

Q. Did any such transfer take place on the 13th of March, 1784, from 
one account to the other ? . ' 

, A. The day on which the actual transfer -was made, .1, cannot speak to. 
but the document by which the tranfer was made, passed the office on the. 
Sth of March, 1784. .. • ... 

..Q. Do you know of any other transfer, from one account to the, other 
In the course of the same month? . v - • i. , 

A. I do not. \ . : 

Q. If there had been any transfer from one account to the other, should , 
ypuhaveknown.it? . , 4 - 

,A. In the regular course of business I should. . r - 

Q. Are you in possession of any documents to know whether, in point, 
of fact, ; there appears to have been any variation of the accounts in that: 
month ? Any transfer from one account to the other ? . ; 

. A. The express, sum. Which I have mentioned before, of 10,0001. is : the 
only article that'I know of, that was transferred in that way, and. the only 
transfer that I know has been made.- >, . ’ 

. Q. It is wished to put the same question, , with respect, to the other two; 
months, April and June, 1784, and the month of March, 4785. ? 

. A. I have no document of April or June, 1784, that shews any transfer-, 
all! - . . ; i, v 

, Q. Have you any relative to.Marcb, 1785? 

- A. I have a document of the lJth of March, 1785, 50001. ‘ 

Q. Do you know, in point of fact, whether any transfer in. either of those: 
njppths, from one acount to the other, did take place?, 

A. I cannot tell by my memory. ' .v ■> 

Q. Can you, by referring to any books, ascertain that fact? 

A. Referring to the Treasurer’s receipts and payments, which.. were 
signed by Mr. Douglas, -would shew it; the certificate-books.- ' " 

Q. Specify the' Books in which that is to be found. 

A. It would have appeared in the books Mr. Fennel lately had copies 
pf. Those books are in the hands of the solicitor for the managers, 

Q. Supposing a transfer from the Bank Account of the cx-treasurer to 
the Bank account of the newTreasurer, or vice versa, 1 would that be a sub- 
ject upon which any direction would be required from the Navy Board ? 

A. Certainly not, •„ 

By Managers. Q. Does the witness mean to represent that no transfer 
Was made at the periods that have been mentioned from the second treasu- 
jrership to the first, without anthority from the Navy Board ? 

A. I only speak from the authorities which lie before me. 

Q. May there not for any thing you know, have been a transfer made 

' from 
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from the second treasurership to the lint, without authority from the Navy 

A I think if they had been, and these transfers 'had been regular, 1 
must has e known it , 

Q You are asked concerning irregular and unauthorised transfers* , 

A Those I cannot speak to j 

Q When you are speaking of transfers, are you to be understood to be 
speaking of transfers of the Bank account of t)ie Treasurer at the Bank, to 
the Bank account of Ex-Treasurer, or the total account of one Treasurer to 
the total account of the other? 

A, \\ e know of no transaction at the Bank » 

£ rammed by the Pee> s. 

Q When yoii speak of a transfer from the new to the old account, 
y tiu mean by that the Bank carry mg part of thrf credit, which stood to the 
new account, to the credit of the old account ? 

a in- ~ „ - * J **-• % * 1 to edrry on the 

■ * i sum so to do; 

» solicit a certain 

sum for that pufpo-te , he takes that solicitation to the Treasury, and upo'n 
that document the Treasury issue the precise sum to the Treasurer for such 
purpose When that is done, he certifies to the Navy Board that such a 
sum is received for such a purpose , upon which, those bi|Is are made out 
in the name of the Ex-Treasurer, and assigned in the name oftheTreasu 
rer for the sum , therefore, it is only- a sum passing through the nibdm n 
of the present Treasurer to the late treasurership, to cariy on the service 
Of that late treasurership 

Q Then if the Treasurer for the time being, should draw upon the 
Bank, by his Paymaster, f6r the sdm of 1000! and that should come into the 
hands of his Paymaster, and should afterwards bv that Paymaster, or any 
Other, be paid to the old account, whatever that is in effect, would you 
either call it a transfer, or an unauthorised transfer, whatever that be ui 
effect ? 

A We should call nothing a transfer but what appears upon the face of 
the Treasurer’s account 

Q Though the thing be the same in effect, you give a different ndrae 
to it > 

No answer. 

Adjourned. 


9 
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SIXTH D A Y. 

MONDAY, MAY 5th.. ' 

Mr . GILES. - cf The %Iance,- my lords, has been stated to be 
10,6001. 90001. on the.one, and ,16001. : qn the other account. To 
proceed to the evidence, as‘ to these particulars, I shall ,call Mr. 
FennelT - h ^ . • •:••• -' ' * ■ ' ' ■ ' 

Mr. Fennel, called and examined. . E >- 

By the Managers. Q. What' was the , Treasurer’s balance on' the old 
account of the Rx-treasurership, in September, 1785,? . 

. A- For the Navy Branch 7011. 7s. lid. for ibe Victualling Braixch 
"85 ll. 4s.,4d. F.or the Pay. Branch 45601. „ •> •. 

A book being handed to the' witness* the - following entry was 
read from it. •" 1 , ' ‘ ■ *•' 

“ Sept. 30, 1785, to balance from old account* 45081. T2s. 3d.” ' 

Mr. Whitbread. “ We now, my lords, shall call Mr. Thomas 
Oliver, who will state- what WaS: the balance'of Mr. Dundas with 
Messrs.. jDrummond’s on the the 25th of May, ,1785.?.., 

. By Managers. Q. Refer to the ledger you produced before their lord- 
ships, and state what -was the balance of MrV Duridas’s account-0n the 25th 
of May, 1785, in that book ? v ‘ 

. A. Tft? balance on that day appears to be.254-7l.13s. ' )0d. against Lord 
Melville. ' ' v '■ ' ' ; 

Cross-examined. ‘ , 

By Counsel. Q; Turn again to that entry of the 25th of May, 1-7S5, 
You represented what was the balance of.' he account current of Lord Mel- 
ville on that day. ;Does there appear lipon the book any balance struck 
that day, or i's it a balance that you struck now upon the account current? 
A. I make it by calculai.bn by casting up. the account. ' 

Q. Do ypu make it from the calculations of an open account current ? 

‘ 'A. Yes. ' •. 

By Managers. Q, -Turn to the entry of the 4th of March, 1784, of mor 
ney paid on Lord Melville’s account, and by whom ? , 

A. March, 4, 1784, by cash received of Andrew Doijglas,. 6001. 

Q. Refer for the same purpose to an entry of the 27th of May ? . 

A. May 27, received of ditto, 50QI. . 

Q. Refer to the 28th of the same fnonth ?• 

A, May 28, ditto, 5001. ■ , ' 

Q. Refer to the 14th of August ? 

. A. August 14th of ditto, 10001.' 


Q. Does 


Q- Uocs “ ditto” in all these entries, refer to Andrew Douglas, before 
named ? 

A. It does 

Q. T urn to the Sth of January, 1785 > 

A. January 8, 1785, by cash received of Andrew Douglas, 10001. 

Q. Turn to the I7th of March Fn the same year? 

A. March 17th of ditto '(viz. An'dreV Douglas) 10001, 

Q. Turn to the 19th of May the same year? 

A. May the 19th of ditto, IOOOI. ' ' '** 

Q. \\ hat docs ditto mean to express m that entry ? 

A. Andrew Douglas t t 

“ Q. The entry on the 25th of Mdy, which is the succeeding and lasten- 
try tint has been already rc-’d. v Head it again? * ' ' 

A. May 25th, of Andrew Douglas, 20001. t i r, » „ ii * 

Q. Read the two next entries in the same page, and in the same account? 
A. October 4th, Manstield on Coutts, per Ncwbiggmg, 20001, Dec. 
£0, Simpson on the Bank, per Davidson, 36001 ‘ *• - 

Q- Turn to the eutiy on the 7th of April, 1783. 

L A. April?, 1783, received 5001. ■ /> 

By Counsel. Q. It does not speedy 'from whom received ? 1 1 
’ A. It does not. i , 

By Managers. Q. Turn to the 30th of June, 17S3 ? * * *' 

* ■£* DS3, of Andrew Douglas, 1751* 16s 4d. , - \ 

Q. Turn to the 30th of December, of the same year? 

A December 30, received 1001, 

By a Peer. Q. Is that the -whole entry ? * I ’ 

A. It is. 

„ j Examined by the Veers. .» i 

r Q. With regard to the entry of the 7th of April, 1783| and 30th of De- 
cember, 1785, which are marked in the first instance, simply, “ received 
5001.” and in the other entry,' “ received 1001.” from whom were they re- 
ceived ? * i 


Q . ‘ .. . ‘ ■ 

face of the book ? 

A It does not appear ; it only states, received^ „ , 

Q Is there any entry, with the mark of the letter P, in any of those en- 

A It would not appear here ; that would appear in the waste book. 


The witness having withdrawn, «* 
jj/j% Archibald Douglas was called into the box , and was exa* 
, mined as follows , by the Managers : 

Q You have stated thtft your father, Andrew Douglas, died in Decem- 
ber, 1785, were you present at that time. 

A. I was. , . 

Q. How soon prev ious to y our father’s death did y ou see him r 

A I reached London from Scotland on the Thursday, late in tbc day, 
and my father died on the Sunday following. 

Q. Were y ou executor to y our father ? . . yrl9 



A. 1 was noth.-' executor to my father. 

Q. Were anv claims made upon you as executor for any balance:, due 
on the Na\ y Vay account ; 

A. Yes there wore. 

*Q. What we re Uu».'C claims, and made by whom, on such account? 

A. I catmotsav exprc^ly, that the claims were made, upon me. 

Q. Had vou any interview with Lord Melville. subsequent to your fathers 
-death ? 

A. Ye-', I had. 

Q. Can you remember what passed at that interview, between Lord 
Melville and yourself? 

A. At the distance of twenty or twenty-two years, I cannot lie very 
.podtivc, hut to the best of my recollection knowing that there was a ba- 
lance due in the Treasurership of Lord Melville, for Exchequer fees, f 
thought it my duty to wait upon Lord Melville, lo ask hint to whom I 
was to pay such sum, or stuns, as were due in his Treasurership. 

X}. What answer did Jvortl Melville give you to that enquiry? 

A. To the best of my recollection, Lo^l Melville said, lie would Jet 
me know, or I should soon know to whom l was to pay it. 

Q. To whom in fact were these sums so due, tinnsfcrred, and does that 
.appear from any writing? 

A. I do nr.t remember that it does. I will stale from memory to whom 
I think I paid them. 

Q. Was any account In writing made by you to whom that balance 
was paid? 

A. The mode by which I paid the balance, as well as I recollect, was 
&y my accompanying Mr. Trotter, who, l believe, was appointed to suc- 
ceed my late father, to the house of Messrs. Couth the banker, aud the 
mode of paying Mr. Tvotter, as far as 1 recollect, was by transferring 
some large sums from my credit to that of Mr. Trotter, in the books of 
Messrs. Coutts. 


A paper was shewn to the witness, sand he was asked as fol- 
lows ; 

Q. Look at this receipt, upon what occasion was that given you ? 

A. It appears to be signed Henry Dundas. It was given to me as ex- 
ecutor of Andrew Douglas, for the sum of 4,4751. 4s. Pd, 

Q. Were any further claims made upon you, and by whom, as acting 
executor of ) our father ? > 

A, I do not know of any further claims being nude upon me. There 
was a balance due in the Treasurership of the late Lord Meiidip- 

Mr. Whitbread. * l I mean to confine my question to Loid 
Melville's Treasurership.” 

Q. Was any claim made upon you as the executor of your father, on 
account of Lord Melville’s Treasurership ? 

A. None as far as I recollect, 

Q. Or ever since ? 

<A. Nor ever since. 


Mr. 
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Mr WImbread “ The Commons feel that the evidence they 
Imcbi ought has supported the 1st and 1 Oth articles, and 1 again 
offer myself as a witness to your Lordships, and I swear that on tire 
lich of June, i80a, l heard Lord Melville declare, with reference 
to a different sum of J0,000l fiom that respecting which 1 deposed 
on the other day , that be did, pt a subsequent time to the time 
at which he possessed himself of the first J0,000) possess himsajf 
of another sum nearh to a similar amount, and I understood in 
substance, that Lord Melville said, that he would not reveal the 
application of that jnonej, any more than the first 10,000) , and, 
fiom the same momes, th/s was said m the presence of hundreds 
of persons and I propose on a future da ) , to call another witness 
to the testimony which I have given. 


Cl oss examination 


Q It u presumed the fiqnorable Manager, upon this subject any more 
than the other, did l ot at the ti 1 1 take any note or minute m writing of 
what passed 5 

A I certaiulj at that time took a note of the substance of all that Lord 
Melville said, but not the exact words 

Q Tin speech of Lord MehjJJepi the house took pp a considerable 
time ? 

A Yes upwards of two hours I dare say 

Q Could jou undertake to repeal b) heart, anv passages that made 
favo for Lord Melville, as well as those thatycu have now given to 
tlu. Court 5 ' , 

A I have repeated, by heart, certain words which I have sworn that 
Lord Melville sj okt , an) other particular wq,ds of his speech I am not 
quite sure that I could repeat , I am now only sweanfig to the substance 
of what Lord Melville said 

Q Cau jou repeal the substantfe of aDj other parf of Lord Melville S 
T J \ille 5 

attention to anv particular pas 
r I can repeat the sub tance of 

jt,*or not 

Q Did the noble Lord in the course of h s speech with respect to the 
?um in question, regain e tl e appropriation of that sum the same as of 
theotlier to his ov n private ise 5 11 

A 1 understoo I lum to do it exactl) in that w*a), as with regard to tl e 
other sum of 10,0001 

Q Do )OU recollect, that the noble Lord at the sane time in the most 
- - A J 1 ‘"id) appropriation of these 


rad explicit terms, negative 

that fact . 

Q Can )ou, by referring to the notes jou took at that tine, be 
able to sj eak with more positiveness and precision upon that part of the 
subject 

A 1 do not think I could speak with more posittveaess, and certain* 

iy l . « "=> 
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■ Q- Was na note taken upon that subject ? . • - 

A. Yes, but when expressions are equivocal, it is difficult by tiny 
note, exactly to give the precise meaning Hie words are meant to con-. 
Yey. 

Q. 'What was that equivocal expression, that was used upon that occa- 
sion ? 

• A. I do not recollect the precise words btit without rcfcolleelihg the 
precise word's, one mav have a recollection that there was an equivocal 
sense "pervading several sentences? 

. Q. Endeavor to recollect the substance of what was said in that part 
©f the noble Lord’s speech that made that impression ? 

A. The impression intended to be conveyed by that part of the noble 
Lord’s speech, to which I presume the learned counsel means to refer, tire ‘ 
impression intended to have been conveyed, I apprehend to have bden, 
that he had not directed Mr, Trotter to make use of any public money 
for his private advantage. With regard to the permission which he had 
given to Mr. Trotter, 1 think the words were pretty precise, that be had 
given Mr. Trotter such permission. 

Q. Permission to do what ? 

A. To place the public money at cthbr places than the Bunk, and. 

. also to make use of a part of it for his own advantage. 

Q. It is begged to repeat the question, whether the noble Lord, did not 
in the most explicit and positive terms deny, that he had cither given 
any permission, or had any knowledge of the public money being laid 
out to pay any purposes of private emolument or profit, either for himself 
•r Mr. Trotter ? 

’• A. I wish the learned counsel to interpret what ,he means by “ laid 
out.” I understood the noble Lord to say, or at least implied from it, 
that he had permitted Mr. Trottbr to place the public money at other 
■places besides the Bank, for, his own private purposes ; and also to 
make use of a part of it for his own advantage. 

Q. Whether the honorable manager does not distinctly recollect, that 
the averment of the noble defendant upon that subject, of placing it, was, 
that he had given no other permission, but to remove the money from 
the Bank, to a private bank. for the convenience of appropriating it to 
the public service ? 

A. Certainly, one of the reasons given by the noble Lord, was, that 
lib allowed the money to be removed to a private banker’s, for official 
convenience, but it did not appear to me that that was the only reason. 

Q. Then having said one of the reasons assigned by the noble Lord, 
was, thatic might be there for the public convenience, did lie give any 
other reason besides ? . • . 

A. Yes, T understood for the emolument of Mr. Trotter, and 'the noble 
Lord described the manner in which he thought that emolument had ac- 
crued, namely, by interest paid by Mr. Cotitts.to Mr. 'Trotter, for lodg- 
ing that money. ' ' 

Q. Be so good* as, to refresh. your memory upon the subject, and say 
whether the sole reason given by the noble defendant, was not, that the 
sole object for removing it from the Bank was for public convenience, but 
at the same time, he did'suspect or believe, that an advantage had accrued 
to Mr. Trotter from that act, which was not done for his advantage, but 
for public convenience ? 

A. That was not the way in which Lundcrstood it altogether. -»• 

2 . • Q, Whether 


I5<5* 


Q \Vhether yon have refreshed j*oUr memory since you heard (He 
Speech by a reference to whit was stated tin Saturday as intended to be 
read in evidence, the substance of the speech delivered > 

A. I have not since looked at the pamphlet m qilestiori, I have been 
otherwise most laboriously Occupied 

Q hether the noble defendant did not m express terms say, that he 
did solemnly assert before that house, that he never knew, that Mr 1 rot- 
ter had drawn any money-, for the purposed private emolument- in mani- 
fest ev asion of the act ? 

A I am speaking to the speech, and not to (he pamphlet, the pam- 
phlet, which I have read more than once, does not in every part of it, 
exactly correspond with the speech, as delivered by the noble defendant 
in the House of Commons to the beat of my knowledge and belief Whe- 
ther tho,c precise word* were uttered in the House- of Commons, it is im- 
possible for m? to say , but whether they were or not, the context of aif 
he said, was to make the impression on my mind which J have had Ihir 
honor of stating to the court 

Q It is begged to hav e a precise answ er, whether tl ose w ords, or to that 
effect and substance, were used by the noble defendant I will repeat 
them again, ** I never knew that Mr Trotter had drawn any money for 
private emolument, in manifest evasion of the act } 

A I can giv e no other answer, than I hav e heretofore done, and I hope- 
that is perfectly satisfactory to the court that I am not speaking to the 
words of that pamphlet, but to the words of thespcech without recollect- 
ing precise parts of it 

Q The word * pamphlet’ has not been made use of, but it is asked 
whether in substance, the noble defendant did not imply to the effect I 
am stating? 

A 1 do. not recollect the precise words, nor do I think that the very 
imbalance- of tho*e yeoTfls was uttered m any precise form by the noble- 
Lord 

Q "Whether you mean* not only to negative the precis" expression 
that hasted! stated, but to negative also the substance * 

A I do uot mean to negative the substance altogether, of Lord Mel- 
ville’s having criticised upon what the words ** manifest c vision” meant r 
the substance of the speech was, what 1 have given to your Lordships, th£ 
Words themselves I do not recollect 
Q I am not answered ypt , I wished to know, whether in words or sub- 
stance, and also the effect of what was stated just now, was or was not, 
made use of by the noble Lord ? 

A Not to tint precise effect, to an effect very nearly similar# 

Q State what wav the averment upon that subject, as nearly as you ca* * 
recollect > 

A The 1 v erment upon that subject I took to be, to import that he had 
uot allowed Mr Trotter to do that to the extent to which it had been 
done 

Q" Is it to be understood that y our recollection is, that he allowed Jl 
to any extent * 

A Undoubtedly 

Q Do y ou mean, that he allowed it m any other respect thsn as a be- 
nefit mightr arise to him, for depositing it for die convenience of the pub- 
lic service at another bank ? 

A The noble Lord .had first of all contended, that the act was no 
evaded, and therefore there comes a question, what was the evasion^* 
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jhc act ; not n manifest evasion of the net, according to the construction! 
of the noble Lord ; but according to the construction I put upon it, it 
was a manifest evasion of the act. 

Q. Whether the noble Lord admitted, that lie had ever permitted Mm 
T rotter to derive any private benefit from the public money, except the 
benefit arising from a deposit made at a private banker’s for the purpose 
of official convenience? 

A. 1 understood Lord Melville to sav, for Mr. Trotter’s convenience 
also. ' 

Q. Whether upon recollecting yourself upon this subject; you mean 
to state, that the noble defendant admitted that he knew or permitted 
any emolument to be derived by Mr. Trotter from the public money, save 
and except what resulted from its deposit at a private banker’s forofti-* 
cial convenience? 

A. The noble defendant stated that lie liad allowed the money to be 
placed at a private banker’s for official convenience; and when there, lid 
Lad allowed or permitted, or not prevented Mr. Trotter from making a 
private emolument from it ; and that emolument arising from the interest 
he was to make of it for Mr. Coutts. 

Q. Whether the noble defendant admitted his consent or knowledge of 
any other benefit to Mr. Trotter from it ? • 

A. The noble Lord never said he had restricted Mr. Trotter from mak- 
ing advantage ih any way to the best of my recollection and belief ; and 
he then stated that lie made it in that way. 

Q. The question is not whether he restricted him, but whether lie said 
he knew of his having any other advantage, excepting the advantage 
before stated ? • 

A. He did not say he even knew it, but only supposed it; he did not 
admit that he knew of any other. 

t Q. Whether lie did not also state in the same speech that he never 
Icnew that Mr. Trotter had invested any money in Exchequer or Navy 
Bills? 

A. t believe he said so. 

Q. That he never knew that he had put any money upon security of 
Stock? 

A. I believe lie said so. 

Q. That he never knew lie had employed any money in discount of pri- 
vate Bills ? 

A. I believe he said so. 

. Q. That he never knew he bad employed any money in the purchase 
of Bank or India stock ? 

A. 'I believe he said so. 

Q. Whether you recollect, at the same time, the noblc defendant de- 
claring, that he had not the Smallest knowledge or belief, that Mr. Trotted 
ever did lay out for his use, or any benefit in any such modes, any suiri 
of public money whatsoever ? 

A. Please to read the passage over again, and tell me to whom that 
“ his” refers;, whether to. Mr. Trotter or Lord Melville ? ’ 

Q. Tiic question was repeated ? 

A. I do not think so, precisely as it is .put in those words-, 

Q. What was the averment upon that subject ? • • . • ’ 

A. Pretty nearly amounting to precision, but not altogether the 
pres si on made upoii my mind was, that the denial was not positive and 
precise. 
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r Q Can yen, with any distinction, recollect the substance of the**’ 
pressions Used ? 

A I cannot recollect further than I ha\e stated I cannot discriminate 
more nicely, I wish I could lor the benefit of the learned counsel asit 
would save him trouble 

Q Is there any part of the expression which you think was not used » 

I will read it again 

A. It u not the expression, it is the general impression of the same 
words tn another order , the insertion or the omiss on of one word will 
make all the difference to the construction of the passage 
Q Have you the notes with you that you took at the time’ 

A I has e not, they wife notes I then took being then in the House of 
Comtm ns, and endeavouring to prepare myself to answer the speech of*" 
the noble Lord , they were notes of that sort that jf J were to refer to them 
nefw I do not know that I should b< able to understand them, and whether 
they are »n existence or not I cannot say 

r Q I hi passage which is favorable to Lord MtJulle you have no dlv* 
tinct reiolkclioo of the terms made use of ’ 

A, The only precise words I have any distinct reroUect ton of I have 
sworn to, I have no recollection of those \ ords stated by the learned 
counsel to the court, whether favorable or unfavorable 


Examined by the Peers 


Lord Stanhope Q When Lord Melville stated that he would not 
reveal the application of a sum of 10 0001 or thereabouts, did he state Ur 
the hou e Ins reason for decl mng so t » rev t J it ’ 

A in mentioning the first 10 0001 or whether 1 e x coupled the two 
together, I am rloti mte sure, but the words heiscdand the motive he 
said that prevei ted him from resealing the application of that money, 
were, motives of public duty of private hbnor, and personal convenience, 
I understood him to apply those words to both sums \ 


Mr Whitbread “ I shall now produce the appointment o/ 
Mr Trotter as Paymaster, and the power of attorney under which 
he acted ” ~ 

Mr Barlow read the letter of attorney from Lord Melville t* 
Mr Trotter, dated 10th January, 1786 

“ Know all men, by these presents, that I the Right Honourable 
Henry Durtdas, Treasurer of his Majesty’s Jxavy, as well v ithm 
Great Britain as without, (the kingdom of Ireland excepttd) hare 
nominated, constituted, and appointed Alexander Trotter, Esq my 
Paymaster, hereby giving ind granting to him full power and au- 
thority to draw on the Govcmoi and Company of the Bank of 
England for and upon my aciount, ail reasurcr of his Majesty’s 
Navy, all and every sum and sums of money that now are or shall 
hereafter be w a ’ my care ami pay- 

each and crery 

and and seal* this 
to t 


hereafter t 
ment, he beinf 
draft, the scrvic 
“ Jn witness 
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KVh c^ny of January, 17S6, in the twenty-sixth year of his pre- 
sent Majesty's jeign. 

“ HENRY BUND AS. (L. S.) • 
“ Signed, scaled, and delivered, being first 
duly stamped in the presence of 

“ WILLIAM BELL.” 


Mr. Barlow then read the power of attorney. 

“ Right Honourable Henry Dumlas to Alexander Trotter. * 
“ Know all men, by these presents, that I the Right Honourable 
“ Henry Dundas, Treasurer of his Majesty’s Navy, have made, 
(t ordained, constituted, and appointed, and by these presents do 
“ make, ordain, constitute, and appoint Alexander Trotter, of Gtaf- 
ton Street, in the parish of St. Pancras, in the county of Mid- 
“ dlesex, Esquire, my true and lawful attorney, for me in my 
“ name, and on my behalf, to transact, do, periorm, and execute, 
“ all such matters and things, as either now do or hereafter shall 
f ‘ in any manner whatsoever appertain to the duties of my office 
•“ or place of Treasurer of his Majesty’s Navy, and especially lor 
“ me in my Name, and to my use, to apply for am] receive of and 
from the officers of the receipt of his Majesty's Exchequer, for 
“ the time being, and of, and from, the Governor and Company 
of the Bank of England, all and every such sum and sums of 
t‘ money as shall from time to time be wanting, and necessary for 
f* the due execution of my said office; and to give and sign rc- 
ceipts for the same. 1 the said Henry Dumlas hereby ratifying 
t‘ and confirming, and agreeing to latifv and confirm all wfiatso- 
ever my said attorney shall lawfully do, or cause to be clone, in 
“ and about the premises bv virtue of these presents. 

In witness whereof I the said Henry Dundas have hereunto 
set tny hand and seal this 1 pt li day ot July, in the year of out* 
Lord one thousand seven hundred and eighty six. 

“ HENRY DUNDAS.. 
f c Sealed and delivered, being first clulY 
“ stamped in presence of 

“ WILLIAM CABELL.” 


Mr. Whitbread. “ The next document I shall produce is a 
jcnitual • and general release between the noble defendant and 
Mr. Trotter.” 

“ The mutual general release between the Right Honourable 
Lord Melville and Alexander Trorter, Esquire, of Dreghorn, 
dated 18th and 23d February, IS.Od, was then 'read by Mr. 
Barlow. 

f‘ To all and sundry to whom these presents shall come, we 
‘f the Right Honourable Henry Baron Dunita Lord Viscount 
ffMelyilie, some time Treasurer ot hi$ Majesty’s Navy, and 
•' V Alexander 
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AIoandwTWhT, Esquire, ofDregburn.TiymwierofhisMa. 

jesty s Navy, send greeting whereas for several years past, there 
<• have been sundry accounts, retkohtngs, and money transact, ons 
^ 'Vhictl have lately been 

ween u% and upon such 
M . , ... , > there remained a ba- 

*' lance due from the said Alexander Trotter to the aforesaid Lord 
4 ‘ Viscount Melville of one thousand four hundred and eighty 
“ pounds eleven shillings and one penny sterling monej, with 
“ which final examination, settlement, and adjustment both parties 
u declare themselves perfectly satisfied, and do hereby approve 
“ of, and ratify the same, and they have either mutually delivered 
“ up to each other, or resolved and agreed taiutuall) to cancel and 
u destroy all the vouchers, or other memorandums and writings, 
** that at any time heretofore may have existed, passed, or been 
tl interchanged between them relative to the said accounts, and 
the different items and articles of which the said accounts are 
“ composed or consist, and they have further resolved and agreed 
,f mutually, to release and discharge each other up to the day of 
the date of these presents for now and ever, therefore, the 
11 aforesaid High* Honourable Henry Lord Viscount Melville, for 
“ and in consideration of what is above mentioned, and also fof 
" and in consideration of the sum of five shillings of lawful money 
** of Great Britain, to him tn hand, well and truly paid by the 
4 * aforesaid Alexander Trotter, the receipt whereof he doth hereby 
•* acknowledge hath under the reservation and saving, herein after 
*• mentioned, remised, released, and forever discharged, and doth 
*' by these presents, for himself, his heirs, executors, adminiStra- 
41 tore, and successo’6 whatsoever, remise, release, and for ever 
iC discharge the afoiesaid Alexander Trotter, his heirs, executors, 
** administrators, and successors whatsoever, of and from all aod 
all manner of action and actions, cause and causes of action and 
“ actions, suits, debts, dues, sum and surfis of money accounts, 
«* reckonings, bonds, bills, notes, specialties, covenants, contracts, 

14 controversies, agreements, promises, variances, damages, judg- 
** ments, extents, executions, clauses, and demands wliatioever in 
•* law and equity which against the said Alexander Trotter he the 
«* said Lord Viscount Melville e/erhad, now has, or which he, 

'* his heirs, executors, administrators, or successors hereafter can, 

<f shall, or may have, for, upon, or by reason of any matter, came, 

“ or thing whatsoever, from the beginning of the world, to the 
« day of the date of these presents Saving, nevertheless, and te~ 

« serving from, the above mentioned release and discharge, ahd 
« the effect thereof, the aforesaid sum of one thousand four hun- 
4t dred and eighty pounds, eleven shillings ami one penny, winch the 
*« aforesaid Alexander Trotter doth hereby acknowledge to he due, 

«t and owing from him to the said Lord Viscount Melville, as the 
« balance on the aforesaid accounts, so settled and adjusted be- 
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(l tween the said Lord Viscount Melville, and him the said A lesr 
t( antler Trotter, as is above mentioned; and he the aforesau 
** Alexander Trotter for, and in consequence -of what is above 
** mentioned, and also for, and in consideration of the sum of five 
** shillings of lawful money of Gtcat Biitain, to him in hand, well 
'* and truly paid by the aforesaid Henry Lord Viscount Melville, 
*• the receipt whereof lie doth hereby acknowledge, hath remised, 
“ released, and for ever discharged, and by these presents sloth lot 
** himself, his heirs, executors, and administrators, and successors, 
** remise, release, and for ever discharge the aforesaid Lord Vis- 
“ count Melville, his heirs, executors, administrators, and succcs- 
t{ sors whatsoever, of, and from, all and all manner of action and 
41 actions, cause and causes of action and actions, suits, debts, dues, 
‘‘ sum and sums of money, accounts, reckonings, bonds, bills, 
notes, specialties, covenants, contracts, controversies, agrcc- 
ments, promises, variances, damages, judgments, extents, c-xccu- 
“ tions, claims, and demands whatsoever, in law and equity, which 
** against the said Lord Viscount Melville, he the said Alexander 
“ Trotter ever had. now has, or which he, his heirs, executors, ad- 
“ miuistrators, or successors hereafter can, shall, or may lmve for, 
*' upon, or by reason of any matter, cause, or thing whatsoever 
“ from the beginning of the world, to the day of the date of these 
** presents. And the said Alexander *1 rotter doth hereby testify, 
“ acknowledge, and declare, that, notwithstanding any thing 
fl hercin-before-contained, he doth still remain indebted, and owing. 
“ to the aforesaid Henry Lord Viscount Melville in the sum of 
“ one thousand four hundred and eighty pounds eleven shillings 
“ and one penny, lawful money of Great Britain, being the ha- 
“lance of the accounts finally settled and adjusted between him 
cc and the said Lord Viscount Melville, as hercin-before- mentioned ; 
“ and both the parties aforesaid consent to tile registration hereof, 
“ in the books of council and session in Scotland, therein to rc- 
11 main for preservation, or if necessary, that all due and ordinary 
“ execution may he directed hereon, and for that effect, they con- 
“ sritute their procurators. 

“ In witness whereof these presents, written on this and the, 
“ two preceeditig pages of paper, duly stamped by Thomas Dorge, ' 
“ clerk to Messrs. Sponiswoodes and Robertson, of Sackvillc - 
“ Street, in the liberty of Westminster, are subscribed by the said 
“ panics; and to this last page they have hereunto respectively set 
“ and affixed their seals as follows; viz. bv the Right Honourable 
“ Lord Viscount Melville, at Melville Castle, in the county of. 
“ Mid Lothian, on the eighteenth day of February, in the year of 
“ our Lord one thousand eight hundred and three, before these 
c( witnesses, Thomas Pockneli and Thomas Matthews, both his 
“ servants, and by the aforesaid Alexander Trotter, at London, on , 
“.the twenty third day of February, in the year of our Lord one 
“ thousand eight hundred and' three, before the witnesses Thomas 
“ Wilson of the Navy Pay-office,, London, Esquire, and JohnSpot- 
tiswo.ode, junior, of S.tckyiile-Street, aforesaid, the place, date, 

“ witnesses* 
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" witnesses’ names, and designation, to the execution hereof by 
“ 'i 12 sa| i Alexander Tlotter, being inserted bj the said John Spot- 
“ tmvoode, junior. 

“ Signed, sealed, and delivered by 
“ the said Henry Lord Viscount / 

“ Melville, (being first duly \ < 

** stamped) in the presence of l 
“ us witnesses hereto, 1 

“ THOMAS POCKNELL, 

'* THOMAS MATTHEWS. 


‘ MELVILLE. (L. S.) 


** Signed, sealed, and") 

“ delivered by the j 
“ said Alexander | 
fl Trotter (being) I 
M first duly stamp- f 
“ cd, in presence 
“ of us witnesses 
“ hereto, , 

“ THOMAS WILSON, 


« ALEXANDER TROTTER. (L. S> 


‘ JOHN SPOTTISWOODE, Junio 


Mr. Whitbiead said he next wished to call the attention of the 
house to the notice which had been served upon the noble defend- 
ant, for the prodi c'ion of all papers relative ro his connection with 
Mr. Trotter, cithei^as his private agent, or public officer. 

The counsel for^Viscount Melville said, they admitted it. 


Alexander Tr)tter, Esquire, teas called t;t, and being sworn, 
K'as examined as follows : 


Q. Were you ever in the Navy Pay Office > 

A I was 

Q. Wiieq did you first enter the Navy Paj' Office? 

A. I believe in the latter end of the year 1776 
Q. What was jour salary when you were first appointed ? 

A. I went into the Pay Office a junior clerk ; I believe uponajalary 
cif 501 ‘ a year. 

Q. How long did )ou continue m the Navy Pay Office? 

A. I continued, I believe, till the y car 1781 as a flerk 
Q. Was jour salarj increased from your first entering the office up to 
the daj T of your quitting the Navy Pay Office J 

A. I apprehend it may h_a\ e been, but noUnatenally ; I do not recol- 
lect. 


Q. Was it doubled 5 , 

A. I do not think it was. 

Q How long did you remain in the Navy Pay Office ? 

A My recollection does not serve me to state ihat precisely, but I be- 
lieve nearly a t»el vemonlh. 

Q. What office did you hold when "}ou were replaced In the Navy 
CAfice ? 

A. Jl was appointed Pay master under the Treasurer of the Navj r 

6 Q. ««» 
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Q. Who appointed von Paymaster? 

A. My Lord Melville. 

Q. Upon whose recommendation, if you know it ? 

A. 1 am at a loss to ascertain that precisely ; hut tny relation, Mr. 
Coutts, had applied to Mr. Pitt, and I believe Mr. Pitt had made interest 
with my Lord Melville to appoint me to that situation ; 1 do not know 
■whether that was the only interest employed or not. 

Q. When you wore appointed Paymaster, what was your salary ? 

A. r.OOl. a year, with some deductions of taxes. 

Q. As Paymaster of the Navy, did you receive the. balance of public 
money which was due from your predecessor? 

A. The Bank hooks were delivered to me. 1 believe my Lord Mel- 
ville and I were told that the public balance was at that time in the Bank, 
excepting the sums that were in the hands of the sub-accountants, and a 
sum which his Lordship mentioned ro tnc. 

Q. Do you recollect what that sum was, which Lord Melville mentioned 
to you? 

, A. 1 had slated it upon the best of my recollection, upon a former 
occasion, to be 10,000k; but have been induced, from many things I 
have seen since, to believe it was 10,6001. ; I, (>'00 a balance due from his 
■first Treasurcrship, and !»,000k a balance due on the first part of the second 
Trensnrcrship. 

Q. Did you examine the public cash at the time you became Pay- 
master? 

A. No farther than by observing by the books that the balance was in 
the Bank. 

Q. Where was that in, 0001, which you have thus divided into two sums? 

A. My Lord Melville told me that he should account for it. 

Q. Did he tell sou in whose possession it was ? , 

■A. lie did not. 

Q. Whether you received the balance, of Exchequer fees ? 

A. I did. 

Q. What is the distinction between Exchequer money and the public 
money deposited at the Bank ? 

A. Exchequer fee money is imprested into the hands of the Treasurer 
of the Navy, who allows the Paymaster to have entirely the manage- 
ment of it, for the purpose of paying fees at the Exchequer, and some 
other -contingencies. 

Q. Is the Exchequer fee money imprested to (he Treasurer of theNavy 
in the same manner as the other public money ? 

A. It is the only instance in which it differs. 

Q. In-what manner does it differ? 

A. The Treasurer, or rather the Paymaster, having the sole manage- 
ment of that business, applies to the Treasury for 3,00.5k at a time/as he 
finds his funds are nearly exhausted oereduced under the sum of 3,0001. 

' Q. Does that application to the Treasury originate with the Treasurer 
himself? 

A. It is put in execution by the Paymaster; it may perhaps originate 
with the Paymaster, because he signs all documents for the Treasurer of 
the Navy. 

Q. Does the Paymaster transact every part of the duty of the Trea- 
surer. by virtue of the power of attorney made to him ? ■ 

A. All the' public duties of the office, as far as I recollect, except that 
of appointing the clerks. 

*y 2 Q. Does 
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Q Does the Treasurer of the Navy perform an} public duties of the of* 
fice, or interfere in drafts for cash after the appointment of lus Paymaster. 

A I do not recollect anj instance of his basing drawn drafts during 
the time 1 acted as his Paymaster , 

Q Where was the public monej, exclusive of the Exchequer fee 
money, when jou took upon xou that appointment’ 

A It was in the hands of Mr Archibald Douglas, Mr Douglas’s 
son 

Q ft is meant exclusive of the Exchequer fee money, sshere was the 
public n oney J 

A Part of it was Ui the Bank of Fngland, and part In the hands of the 
sub accountants of the Treasurer of the Navj 
Q Do sou mein exclusive always of the 10,600, which Lord Melville 
lud told )ou he should account for’ 

A I mean so, having mentioned that su «, I did not think it necessjry 
to repeat it 

Q Did the public monev continue in the Bank of England ’ I mean fo 
put this question of I xchequer fee moncj Did all the public money 
continue in the Bank of England all the time }ou were Paymaster, ex- 
cepting the money that w as m the hands of sub accountants ? 

A Of the monev which I had taken under my management there 
were mans exceptions 

Q What do you mean by the mone) which }ou had taken under sour 
management, and where was that monev ? 

A 1 mean, in consequence of my having made an application to Lord 
Melville for liberty to draw part of those balances from the Bank, and to 
plate them in the hands of a private banker, for the convenience of official 
transactions 

Q \\ ho was that private banker! 

A Coutts and Co in the Strand 

Q Did }Ou draw all }our drafts from the Bank in the form prescribed 
by the act of parliament ’ 

A To the best of my knowledge and remembrance I did 
Q Whether you mf->nt to pa} them immediately to the sub account* 
anis ? or to place them in the house of Messrs Confts, was tlife S3me form 
always used in both those cases, did >ou always draw according (o the 
terms of the act? 

A I always drew to the best of my remembrance and belief m the 
same form 

Q Did } on ever draw a draft upon t! c Bank of England, specifying 
Pa} bmnch, and deposit the ironey iris ng from the draft in the hojst of 
Coillts ’ 

A Certainl} 

Q And the same ns the Navy branch? 

A TJndoub’edl) 

Q And the same jn the Victualling branch ? ^ 

Q llad you at any time anv of the money so drawn under the terms 
of the att, which you took under your management, in the hands of othtr 
persois besides those of Messrs Coutts 
A I had 

Q Had you eycr with Mr Sprott > 

A I had 


Q With 
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' I 

Q. With Mr. Montague Lind ? 

A. Mr. Lind, as a friend, used to assist me in negociating business, 
but 1 do not recollect having lent him any money. 

Q. Had you ever any in the hands of any house of credit and repute at 
Edinburgh ? 

A. I had. - , / 

Q. Had you ever government security, such as Navy, Victualling, and 
Transport bills, purchased with such money? 

A. I had. 

Q. And Exchequer bills ? , 

A. Yes, I had. 

Q. Did you ever discount the bills of any private individuals with that 
money ? . . 

A. I do not recollect having transacted such business myself, but 
my friend, Mr. Lind, and others whom I have employed, undoubtedly 
have. 

Q. Did you employ persons to discount the bills of private individuals 
, of good repute with that money through the medium of friends or 
agents r. 

A. I have. 

Q. Were you ever absent from the Navy Pay Office with permission 
of your principal ? 

A. 1 have been. 

Q. To whom, during those absences, did you confide the management 
of public money, both at Messrs. Coutts, in the hands you have stated, 
at the Bank ? 

A. To Mr. Thomas Wilson. 

Q. In what manner did Mr. Thomas Wilson draw, or in what way was 
he authorised to draw'on your account ? 

A. As I did not wish to propose to Lord Melville to authorize any 
other person than myself to draw from the Bank, I found it necessary, 
in case of illness, or occasional absence from the office, when sudden 
demands were made upon the accountants for, payment of money, to leave 
in Mr. Wilson’s hands drafts signed by myself. 

Q. Were those drafts left in blank with regard to the sum ? 

A. That was necessary. 

Q. Were those checks so given to Mr. Wilson, both upon the house of 
Messrs. Coutts, and also upon the Bank? J \ 

A. No, only upon the bank. 

Q. Was the power of drawing unlimited? 

A. It was; 1 did not mean to deny that Mr. Wilson had also liberty to 
draw upon Messrs. Coutts, but it was not under the same form. 

Q. Had Mr. Wilson also power to draw on Messrs. Coutts ? 

A. He had. 

Q. In what form ? ’ 1 

A. I do not recollect that I gave him any written authority, though I 
suppose I must ; as Coutts’s house is so correct, I must have given them a 
written authority to-answer demands he might make on my account. 

Q. PI ad Messrs. Coutts’s unlimited authority to answer the drafts of 
Mr. Wilson on your account? 

A. They had. 

Q. Had Mr. Wilsop instruction from you during your absence, to em~ 

pipy 
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ptoy pttblic money for your a chantage in the same Tray m which yon 
employed it while you were present * 

A He hid my \crbal instructions 
Q Did he act upon those instructions* 

A He did 

Q Did you actually make profit of the' public money so placed in 
various hands, m the manner you have now stated * 

A I did, I never meant to conceal it 

Q Through whose hands, or whom did y ou first employ, to make pro- 
fit of the public money for you ? 

A I do not distinctly recollect 
Q V as Mr Jelhcoc a person so employ cd by you > 

A He was 

Q Did y ou ever act as private agent to Lord Melville 1 
A 1 have alway s endeavored to be of what sen ire I could to his Lord 
ship in the transaction of his private business, but without any formal ap- 
pointment as an agent 

Q When did the first transaction of agency from ion on the part of 
Lord Melville, though not by any appointment of his Lordship, Lice 
place? , 

A ft is impossible for me to recollect, as I do not remember the in- 
stance 

Q Did it take place before your appointment of Paymaster of the 
Navy > 

A It did not 

Q M hpn you were first in the Navy Pay Office in the character of a 
clerk, at a salary of 501, a year, were you in any way known to Lxird 
Melville in that office’ 

A I had the hoqor of being introduced to Ins lordship ? 

Q Do you recollect in what year, and about what time, you were so 
introduced to his Lo-dship’ 

A I think about the year 17SZ 
Q M hat was your salary in the office at that time * 

A I have already stated it to be not more than 1001 J do not know 
whether it had varied from the first salary I had when I went into the 
office 

Q Did you after you became Paymaster receive the salary of lord 
Melville as Treasurer of the Navy ? 

A I did by virtue of a general power of attorney 
Q Did you receive Lord Melville’s salary as hts private agent, when 
Lord Melville held other appo nt meats under government > 

A I received no other regular salary of Lord Melville’s into my 
hands 

Q Did you receive his salary as President of the Board of Controul, 
for instance 1 
A I didjiot 

Q As Keeper of the Fnv y Seal in Scotland * ’ 

A I did not 

Q As Keeper of the Signet 5 

A I did i ot . . 

Q Did you receive the income ot Lord Melnik » pmatc estates in 
scomicii , A , (!ll! 
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A. I did not receive them regularly; remittance* have been made to 
me from Scofland, but 1 did not Know from what sources they came. 

Q. Weie yon agent to receive regularly the income iron Lord Mel* 
ville’s. Citato* in Scotland? 

A. 1 was not. 

Q. Did you regularly receive the income of any estates which Lord 
Melville might have in England 5 
A. I do not recollect that I did. 

Q. Did you receive the dividend* from any public stock belonging 
to Lord Melville? 

A. 1 did receive such dividends. 

Q, Did you Keep any account between yourself and Lord Melville 
as debtor and creditor? 

A. I did. 

Q. Can von now produce such account 5 

A. 1 cannot, 1 have no account in my possession that l can command, 
excepting one that is in the pO'-eMon of the managers of the impeach- 
ment. 

Q. In what way, in what form, upon what papers, or in what hook was 
ihat account Kept • 

A. It was kept in a «mall account book of niv own. 

Q. Was a copy or statement of that account regularly fund* tied by 
you to Lord Melville? 

A. It v.ns frequently, but not regularly. 

Q. When to furnished, did Lord Melville sign that ac< ount, and you 
also, and were duplicates of that account made? 

A. There were duplicates made, hi* did sign them generally, I believe 
always, when I presented them. 

Q. Were those duplicates so signed by you and your principal, one 
part of them left in the hands of I/)rd Melville? 

A. They were. 

Q, Did you carry to the credit of that account ail «ums of money 
-which you received on account of Loid Melville for salary, and all occa- 
sional remittances fioin Scotland ? *■ 

A. I carried them to the credit of Lord Melville in his account* with 
me. , 

Q. Was interest on either side charged on that account? 

A. There was not. 

Q. Did you advance (o the debit of that account, any sum of money 
to Lord Melville? 

- A. I have advanced sums of .money to Lord Melville, and placed them 
to the debit of that account. 

Q. Did you in lTSd, or thereabouts, advance any specific sums to Loid 
Melville, that went to the debit of that account? 

A. As nearly as I iecollect, I did advance specific sums to Lord Mel- 
ville, and placed them to the debit of that account. 

Q. Was any security given for those sums? ‘ 

A. His Lordship granted me a bond and security for 4,0001. which I 
advanced him in or about that, year. 

Q. From what sum was that money, or those sums composing the 40001. 
advanced ? * , 

A. I was enabled to advance that sum of money to bis Lordship 

from 
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rom (he fund which I have already explained having had the corifamf 
of that which was put into my hands for the purpose of paying exche- 
quer fees, and as I had mone\ upon two chflerent treasurerships which 
would not probably be called for, but had always been allowed to re- 
main in the Paymaster’s hands for the trouble of making up the Ex- 
(reasurer s accounts, I knew that nionev would not be called for till I 
should leave the office, or the accounts should be audited , and from that 
account I advanced hj$ Lordship 40001 

Q Did that sum of 40001 so adr meed by you, hear interest’ 

A I charged no interest to hts Lordahip for that sum 
Q Did the bond hear upon the Lee of it, that it was with interest 
vithout 7 

A It did not bear upon the face, that no iiitcreat was to be paid, but 
no mterCit was expressed to be paid 
Q \\ as interest expressed to be paid upon the face of the bond 5 
A It w*s not 

Q Why did vou advance a sum of money to Lord Melville without 
interest 7 

A I did not feel myself entitled to charg" his Lordship interest for 
money which had been put into mv hands under the situation I have 
described 

Q Did vou describe to Lord Melville the reason why you did not 
charge in'erest > 

A I did not, nor did I press it upon his lordship’s attention so much 
as to know, v h ether he e\ cr knew that it did bei»r interest or not 

Q Mas th-t 4,0001 so stated to have been without interest and upon 
bond, entered m the account which vou have stated 

A I believe it to have been the first article in that account, but I 
can only speal (rom recollect on, and it being at a very distant period, 

1 beg to sav, that it is only from mv recollection that 1 do state it 
Q To the best of your recollection and belief* "as that the first item 
in the account 7 
A I belieie it was 

Q \\ hat was the title of the account 7 
A It was entitled an Account Current 

Q In the account current so kept between sou and lord Melville, 
were other advances made o> the account of Lord Melville * , 

A As I was in the habit of receiving all his dividends, and hts salary 
as 1 reasurer of the Isavv, of course I debited his Lordship with pay- 
ments I made of those sums 

Q Did vou also credit Lord Melville for all these dividends as re- 
ceived upon those sums 7 


Q pid you direct a purchase to be made on account of Lord Melville 
of 2,0001 India stock, in or about the year J79"? 

A My attention ha9 beui called to that circumstance from seeing the 

entry in the Tenth Refort, and I have no reason to doubt that l did 
Q To the best of your knowledge, did you of did you not giro suck 

A- I really have no doubt that I did give such directions, although I 
hav<* no actual remembrance of it , I can ventu t- to say that 1 di g> T 
such directions « ry Q 
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Q Do von know, nr have von auv knowledge, horn what fund the 
nrjnov was drawn, with which that iXWlil. India .Stock wav pureha-'-d > 

A I have nltcndv said that l had drawn money from the Bank, .uni 
put it into the hand's of Contis & Co. : these sums Im vim: ‘-rented credit 
to me at Couttds home, I then drew upon Courts for money to pay tor 
that stock. 

Q. Was that COOOl. dock bought on account of and for the benefit oj 
.Lord Melville 5 

A. I believe it was. ^ . 

Q. Wore the dividends of that stork carried to the credit of hi? account 
-current, with you ? 

A. 1 have no doubt tha* they vvi*\ I am obliged to speak under that 
reserve from having no documents of my own to refer to, hut, from look- 
dun; at the account at CoutlC- house, 1 am satisfied that tin* dividends of 
that stock wote ran led to the credit of Lord Melville’s aec'umt. 

Q. Did von direct to he purchased a certain quantity of stock coir.* 
•ir.onlv called the Loyalty Loan, in or about the \ car t7;>*i ? 

A.* I did not to the best of my recollection, 

Q. Was a certain quantity of the Loyalty Loan subscribed to, for the 
•benefit of or on account of Lord Melville, by sou, or under your authority, 
or paid for with money coining from out o* the fuude you have described 
before ? 

‘ A. There was no such stock subscribed for hv me, or purchased by 
‘me; I believe the payments were made by Mr. Coutts's house, as far as 
I can understand ami recollect, and they were afterwards paid by me to 
•Mr. Coutts’s house. 

• Q. Was that Loyally -Loan, the price of which was so originally paid 
'by Mr. Coutls, and then repaid by you to Cotitts, for the benefit or on ac~ 

‘ count of Lord Melville? 

-A. It .was- re paid 'by me to Mr. Coutls for Lord Melville. 

Q. Were the dividends upon that Loyalty I-oau carried (o the credit 
of Lord Melville in the account current between -bis Jjordship and you ? 

Al Tliey were. 

'Q- WJiat was the quantity of that stock so purchased for'I/vrd Mel- 
ville ? 

A. I understood, from the -first question upon the subject, that it was 
10,0001. then alluded to, it must -therefore be 10,0001. 

Q. Was Lord Melville debited in the account current between his Lord- 
ship and you for that sum of 10,0001 ? 

A. 1 believe he was. 

■Q. From wjir.l sources did you derive that sum of 10,0001. to supply 
Messrs. C’ouUs for tiie purchase of that Loyally Loan? 

A. 1 cannot .state the sources distinctly and separately, as they were 
upon dilierent payments, unless I had documents before me which 1 have 
not. 

Q. Were those- payments, in faat, paid from the public money, which 
you had in the hands of Messrs. Cuults? " 

Mr. Plomer. “ The witness ought to speak from his own 
-knowledge.” . . • ! ' . -, 

Mr. Whitbread. “ The learned counsel is not to direct the way 
•in which the witness should answer. I desh e he may withdraw.” 

'■ - *"z . * Th 
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The witness retired. 

After some observations, Mr. Whitbread waved the question. 

Mr . Alexander Trotter was again called , and the eiaminaiw 
. was continued. 

Q< From what fund or funds did you derire those various paymert 
vfiich constituted the 10,000k repaid to Messrs. Coutts, for the purchase 
■of that Loyalty Loan ? t 

A. Some of the payments I drew from the Bank and put into Messrs 
Coutts’s hands, others I drew from my private account at Mr. Coutts’s 
and paid them into the account of Lord Melville. 

J . Did thht private account from which yon gave some of these draft? 
consist of public money, and a part of it of private money ) 

* A. It consisted of both. 

Q. Did you purchase or direct to be purchased a certain sum of ,7000k 
three per cent, reduced annuities, for or on account of Lord Metviile 1 

A. I directed stock to that amountlo be purchased, I believe. 

Q. Were the dividends of that stock carried to the credit of Lord Mek 
grille in the account current between Lord Melville and you ? 

A. They were. 

Q. Was any interest charged by you upon any of the sums heretofore 
specified, 20001. India Stock, 10,000k Loyalty Loan, and 7000k Three 
jier cent, reduced ’ ✓ 


of that account happened to be in Ins Lordship s mom. 

Q. Dul you direct payments to be made to private individuals op ac- 
count of Lord Melwlle 1 

A. J Jiaie frequently. . 

Q Did you direct a certain sura of money to be paid on account o, 
£tr 11 dfiara Forbes-and company in Edinburgh t 
. A. 1 believe l did (com the documents that 1 h?re seen. 

Q. Have jou any doubt of that fact ? 

A. 1 have noiie, but at the same time I have no recollection of it. 

Mr* Plomer objected, and observed’that the witness ought to 
speak from his own knowledge. 

Mr. Whitbread. “ The learned counsel is not to direct the 
way ill which the witness should answer.” 

Mr. Plomer. “ I wish to know from whence the witness de- 
rives his recollection of such transactions, in order that wc msy 
be enabled to possess your Lordships of the whole, and not merely 
a part of them.” ' 

Mr. Whitbread. “I am convinced the learned counsel no** 
not mean to interrupt for the sake of interruption. The wimes* 
distinctly said he had no doubt.” . . 

Mr. Plomer. 11 I desireto know if he speaks from the ten 
peport, which is not a fit source of his tecohection.” y 


Alexander T r offer was again called ???, and u lellei being* 
shewn him , was examined as jollows: 

Q. Is that Setter now in your hand, of your Iiaud writing i 
A. This letter is of my hand writing. 

Q. Is the whole your own hand writing? 

A. It is. 

Q. Read that, in order to refresh your memory ; road first aloud to the 
court the date of it. 

A. The date is the 2Sth July, 17ST- 

The witness was ordered to read the whole of the letter himself,, 
so as to enable him as far as it might to answer the questions that 
might be-proposed to him. 

Q. Having now read that letter, does it enable you to speak from your 
memory, so refreshed, whether you did pay in a sum of money into the 
house of Sir William Forbes and company, at Edinburgh ? 

A. ‘I am satisfied that I gave such directions, though I do not remem- 
berthe circumstance. 

Q. From that memorandum are you satisfied that you gave suck 
' directions ? 

A. Perfectly so. 

Q. To what amount ? 

~ ’A- Two thousand pounds. 

Q. Was that sum of 20001. carried to the debit of Lprd Melville in 
the account current, and when ? 

A. It was carried to the debit of Lord Melville’s account with me ; but 
as his Lordship had more thdn one account, I do not recollect which ac* 
count It was carried to. 

Q., Was it carried to the debit of some account between Lord Melville 
and you ? 

A. Certainly. 

Q, Was any interest charged upon that 20001. in that account, what*-’ 
ever it might have been ? 

A. No* 

Q, Do you recollect, from having rooked at that document in yptir 
own hand writing, and made at the time, any advance directed by you to 
be made to the account of Lord Melville, to the house of Mansfield, 
Ramsay, and Co. in Edinburgh > 

A. The same letter specifies the sum of 33741. to have been paid by my 
direction to Messrs. Mansfield, Ramsay, and Co. on Lord Melville’s 
account. 

Q, Was any security given to you for either of these sums from Lord 
Melville? 

A. None that I recollect ; but having no recollection of Ihe transaction 
at all, I can recollect no collateral circumstance attending it. 

Q, Was the last sum you have mentioned carried to the debit of Lord 
Melville in any account between his Lordship and you ? 

A. Certainly. 

“ What was the amount of that sum so paid by you to Mansfield, 
Ramsay, and Co. L 
. A 33741. 



* Q Mas am interest charged upon that sum betw-en Lord Mehiffi* 
aid Jon f 

A 1 believe none to have been charged 

Q M as the balance of the account current between jou and Lord 
Melville more gtncralh on one sidi. or the other ? 

A It was 
Q On which side 5 

A Lord Mclvilk was generallj indebted to me 
Q T” — 4 — - irf current > 

A I 

Q C ^ 

A l eamiot unless a»j particular time was specified , and then I bo 
Lev l I could do it 

Q. M hui was that account current brought to a Scttfdtnent 3 
A Upon the genera! settlement which wc had w ith Jus Lordship at the ' 1 
tinu ht left the fvavj Pav Office 

Q V hen w a* that* 

A I think upon theSIstof Maj ISOO t 

Q W as a transcript of that account, or flic account itself, presented to 
tord Melnik at that time > • 

1 A I made out a gen t Jc statement of his Loidship’s business, as far as 
I was connected with him, and that account was particularly specified as 
veil as others 

Q At tint time in whose favour was the balance 1 
A I presume jour Lordships mean the general statement, including all 
his accounts - 

Q 'l he question was to the account current only , but postponing to a 
future oppoitumt)/ do you recollect another advance in the year 178.}, 
about the month of July, to SirM ilham lorbes and Co > 

A 1 have no recollection of it 

Q Has i - 3 ou any recollection of the sum of 30001 advanced about the 
17th of the same month to Mansfield, Ramsay, jud Co on account of 
Lord Melt till? 

A I hate no rccdketion of that circumstance I have seen «ums stated 
in the tenth report, but 1 have no other means of recollecting it » 

A paper was then shew it to the witness, and he was ashed, 

Q Look at that paper, isthat your hand writing 1 
A It is 

Q lkad that, and see whether you refresh jour memory by it , it 13 3 
memorandum dated the alh of Januarv J"90 The transaction took place 
in I7S9 tan vou, now having refreshed \our memorj by that document 
in jour hand, state whether you did advance, dn account of Lord Mel- 
ville, to Sir William lorbes and Co 100Q1 in the month of Julj, 1789 s 
A 1 have no recollection of that particular transaction, and jl hope it 
Will notappearcvtraordmarj to jou, when it u considered the multiplicity 
of the transactions that went through mj hands during the time 1 acted in 
that public capacitj, and which appear* m the tenth report 

Q But are -vou able to speak, to the fact bj referring to the paper jou 
hold in jour hand > 

A I hat e no doubt about the f ict b\ referring, from its being a signed 

2 accoant 
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account between my brother at Edinburgh and - myself and its-berag 
JSed to be transmitted to the house at Edinbin gh through my b. other • 

q Have you any doubt as to the other sum advanced to Mansfield, 

Ramsay, and Co. ? ' ’ 


. Mr. Plomer. “ I realiy must interfere.” (The witness having 
withdrawn he proceeded.) “ The witness has been shewn papers 
and documents, and from these he says he recollects the circum- 
stance He may say lie has no doubt fiom the full credit he gives 
to the word of another, but this is not the evidence your Lordships’ 
will leceive.” 

Mr. Adam stated the objection also on similar grounds, when' 
the Managers waved the question. < , 

Mr. Alexander Trotter was again called in, and examined as 

follows : ' ' ! 

) 

Q. Whether there was any other account besides tire account current 
kept between you and Lotd Melville? 

A. There was. t 

Q. Was that account also kept in a book ? : 

A. It was written in the same book. 

Q. What was the title of that account? v 

A. It was entitled “ Chest account.” 

Q\ Do you recollect whether the sum of 1 0,6001. which it was stated 
by Lord Melville that he would account for when you first became Pay- 
master of the Navy, was carried into the account ? 

A. 1 do recollect that it was slated in that account. 

' Q. Did it form the first item of the account ? 

A. It did. 

Q. AVere there other sums advanced on account of Lord Melville, enr 
tered in this chest account ? 

A. There were. 

Q. Was the loyalty loan, to the amount of ] 0,0001. which you stated 
to be advanced to Lord Melville for the purchase of that stock, and carried, 
to the account current, ever transferred to this chest account ? 

A . It was. 

Q. To whom did you consider Lord Melville to be debtor on the chest 
account ? 

A. I considered Lord Melville to be indebted to government for the 
sums I advanced upon the chest account. , 

Q,. Did Lord Melville know that vou so considered it > 

A. I never had any specific conversation with his Lordship upon it, so 
as to enable me to say positively that he did ; but the accounts were 
sealed, and duplicates delivered to his Lordship. 

Q. What was your reason for transferring the loyalty loan money from, 
the account current to the chest account ? 

A. It was an anxiety, an attention to my own interest. Lord Melville, 
was indebted to me as a private individual only, upon the account current, 
and I considered him indebted, as I said before, to government for the 
balance upon the chest account. 

v Did 
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DM vou *iaie to Lord Melville to i wished, or intended, to transfet 
this toytdh loan money from the nccount current to the chest actoart? 

- A Ids not recollect that - 1 positively stated it to Ins Lordship, but! 
delivered accounts which bore it upon the fact* of them 
Q \\ ere those iccounts, upon the face of v\ hich this transfer was b 
delivered to Lord M'liiUe, and signed by him, the same as the other 
accounts 5 
A They were 

Q Were the duplicates so signed one part taken by Lord Melville and 
the other part by you ? 

A They were 

Q. Did you charge any interest to Lord Melville uponthe chest account 
when the balance appeared tobc against Lord Melville? 

A 1 did not 

Q On which side did the balance on the chest account usually stand* 
A Lord Melville generally stood debtor upon that account 
Q Did I ord Melville approve of the transfer of the loyalty loan to the 
ch^st account ? 

A He neither approved nor disapproved of it. He took the accounts 
Without any consideration 

Q Did Lord Melville in fact know at the time the chest account was 
delivered to him, that he was indebted to the public upon that account in 
the sum of 10,000! ? 

' A. 1 presented his accounts to hts Lordship , but as we had no con- 
rersation upon them, I am altogether at a loss to answer that question 
Q Did he know of any distinction between the two accounts, respect* 
«ig the situation of the one account and the other account? 

A I have no reason to doubt it 

Q Did Lord Melv die then know that upon one account he was indebted 
immediately to government, and on the other that he was debtor (• 
you* 

A I believe he did 

Q When did this chest account terminate * 

A. At the general settleriient which took place when Ins Lordship left 
the ofnee 

Q Did yoo present to Lord "Melville a general statement of this chest 
account, as well as of the account current ? 

A 1 did , , 

Q 1 

A • 

Q ■ ' 

A 'i i 1 , 

Q Do you recollect what was the <um due to you upon mese tfff 

accounts* .. . 

-A I have no recollection of the precise specific amount 
Q To the best of jour recollection whereabouts was the amount of these 
two sums 5 , , 

A I should think somewhere about 50,0001 

Q Did you lay before Lord Melville at that time the differences be- 
tween the office cash and the cash at the Bank > 

A I do not recoUcctthat I did 

Dii 


* -» 3 
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O. Did vcm state that in consequence of Lord Melville’s intention of 
quitting the Navy Pay-office, there would be a necessity for his providing 
a sum of money ? 

•A. I did. ' 

Q. For what purpose was it necessary that that sum ©f money should 

provided ? 1 

x A. To make a repayment of the money which his Lordship had from 
the public balances. 

Q. Did that repayment so to be made by his Lordship, consist of the 
two sums so taken together the account current and the chest account ? 

A. I have explained that I applied to his Lordship for a general settle- 
ment at that time, and finding that his Lordship pointed out assets suffi- 
cient to discharge both, I incorporated the two accounts together, and 
his Lordship paid me the balance of both. 

Q. -To what account was-that balance sp paid to you placed ? 

A. To discharge the balance upon the chest account and upon my ac- 
count current with his Lordship. 

Q. Where did you pay those balances as soon as you lecciml them ? 

A- I do not know that the) all went through the same channel. 
iQ. Where did they centre ultimately? 

A. They must have centred ultimately in the Bank; because I had a 
larger sum at that time from the Bank upon my own account. 

Q. Did this sum which my Lord Melville so paid you, go to make good 
the deficiencies at the Bank? 

A. I cannot state fiom my recollection whether the whole went or not. 

Q. Were your differences as Paymaster at the Bank-made good in .part 
by these payments so received from Lord Melville? 

A. As money cannot be identified, I am unable to answ.er.that literally, 
because it may first have gone into Contls’s house, and I may have drawn 
a larger sum from Coutts’s house which may have made up my balances, 

Q. Did the money so paid by Lord Melville go into Coutt’s, or other 
bands for the purpose of alternately making good these differences at -the 
Bank, or a partof them ? 

A. I presume that they must alternately have been applied to that pur- 
pose, as I had a much larger sum to pay at the Bank than that upon my 
pwn account. 

Q. Did you consider that money, before it was paid -by Lord Melville, 
as a part of the difference owing to the public-? 

A. I have stated that a part of the balance that was due upon ilre-chcflt 
account, I looked upon as due to the public, the other as a balance xlueilo 
myself ; and whether I paid that money afterwnrds-irtto the iBank in whole 
or not upon my own account, I do not know. 

Q. Did you consider that your own difference to the public was in- 
creased by as much as Lord Melville was debtor to you -jau account 
current? v 

A. 1 did, as-fnr as I can understand the question, 

Q. If, for instance, exclusive of the account current, your difference 
consists of 20,0001. and the account current consists of 25, OOOl. was the 
difference increased 45,0001. by, the payment of Lord MeLville-to you-? ’ - 
' A. I do not understand the question. 

-Q. Was your difference, your debt to the public, swelled 'By 'the debt 
-owed you on the account current of Lord Melville? 

A* if I comprehend the question, it was certainly notmecessailry. 





Cl AA as it in fact >t>‘ increased on account of the debt Lord Mrfull 
«\\ed to \oiP J e 

A 1 do not know whether it was 

Q If )OU Inti had an) balance due to a on from T ord Melville on t!^ 
tetcount current on the SlstofMaj, 1SOO, would jou have had so great a 
difference at the Bank as then existed s 
A\ 1 might have chfein to take the balance which Lord Metnlle owed to 
mem another channel, in which case it would have made no difference in 
the ca»h in the Bank, and as the fact did not exist, I cannot saj what I 
should Ime done in such cases 

Q If Lard Melville had not paid vouthe sum due on the priidtc ac- 
count, to tmblc J on to pay that sum into the Bmk, must jou not have 
been onderthe necessitj of providing that sum of monej elsewhere > > 

A Certainlv 


dtieupohlhc rhest ac ■ojnt, I beltevc he understood that was to make 
good his Lordship’s difference at the Bank, and the other i as to be in K 
pavmentof a sum of money which he owed nit upon ni) acconnt current 

|Q Did you give directions in or about the )ear 178 J or I'M, for ih^ 
purchase of ai other «um of East India Slock, fo- the benefit of Lord 
HeMle* 

A I gave dircctidns in the jear I7SD, for the purchase of a Sumo* 
East India Stock for Lord Mdnlle’s benefit 

Are you able froih jour memory tostitc what passed between Lord 
Melville and yourself upon that subject’ 

A I will state the transaction as far as mj memorj will cany me It 
was in consequence of a conversation 1 had with his Lordship, m which 
he stated his opinion the valu" of East India S'ock, from the probable 
rise that would] ultimately t-kc place m it, and I observed to his 
Lordship that if he was impressed with so good an opinion of that stock, 
that 1 thought in consideration of his Own interest, he ought to invest a 
sum tof money in it I had mentioned to his Lordship that there wen 
Considerable^ balances lung at all times in m> hands that (were not 
called for, and m all probability would not he called for, from circum- 
stances w hich perhaps I need not relate attlnStimc But it was money I) tng 
unclaimed in in) hands, winch it would rot be ncccssarj to advance Ur 
the publictiutil theyAvere clmmed.and there wds no prospect of that claim 
taking place soon , and I advised his lordship to give me leave to la) out 
so much of thatmone) as would buj about thirteen or fourteen thousand 
poundsof East India Stock , blit this his Lordship refused in the most 
pointed and decided manner, insomuch that I was afraid I hid incurred 
his Lordship s displeasure by p-oposuig it But it came into mi mind at 
the same moment that it would be possible to borrow a sum of monci upon 
the security of that stock, and I proposed to his Lordship that I should en» 
deavoilr to do so, and that I should expend that monev in tte purchase 
of East India Stock To this his Lordship readili assented I mentioned 
that I then lived with a relation of mj ov/n who was a mm of consider- 
able importance in thccit), and that he would be enabled to rare I us 
sum of money forme In short, I made it an casj matter to Ins Lnrd>nip 
But when I applied to Mr I md, the gentleman to whom I alluded, I foumt 
that I was mistaken, and that it was not an fas) matter 1o rai*. * 
■upon that security but I was unwilling to disappoint his Lcnblnp in ■ i 
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I had so sanguinely told him I could effect, and I never acquainted his 
Lordship with tjie difficulty that had arisen, but assisted Mr. Lind by 
advancing from the public money, of which I had the management. I 
never had occasion afterwards to mention the circumstance to my Lord 
Melville until April, in the last year, and he was perfectly unacquainted 
with my having made use of the public money in that transaction, and I 
charged his Lordship a regular interest for the whole of the money which 
I advanced, until the final settlement of our accounts. 

Q. Did Lord Melville .never enquire the name of the lender of the 
money ? 

A. 1 do not recollect that his Lordship ever did : I had stated in such 
positive terms that Mr. Lind could do it,- that I never found it necessary 
to mention the circumstance again to Lord Melville, but took it for 
granted that he had thought I had concluded the transaction in the way 
that I supposed it could be effected. 

Q. Did you mention Mr. Lind’s name to Lord Melville at that time ? 

A. I did. ' 

Q. Were the dividends upon that stock carried to the credit of Lord 
Melville’s account ? 

A. They were. 

Q. Did you direct any transfer to be made to Lord Melville of any part 
of that stock at any time previous to the year 1800 ? 

A. I have no recollection of that ciicumslancc. It was mentioned to 
me yesterday, but I do not recollect it. 

Q k What was the amount of the, sum Originally expended in the pur- 
chase of this stock ? . > 

A. I have stated it in another place, and I have no reason to alter my 
opinion now from my recollection'that it was 23,0001. 

Q. Did the debt for the purchase of that stock continue to that amount 
until the stock Was replaced, or repaid fOi ? 

A. It did not. 

Q. In what manner, and to what amount was it diminished ? 

A. It was diminished by payments from his Lotdship io me, to the 
sum of 20,0001. upon which his Lordship continued to pay interest to me 
until the final settlement of our accounts. 

• Q. In whal manner was the 30001. paid to you ? 

A. I have no distinct recollection of it, but I believe I have been paid 
at two different times. . . 

Q. Was the 30001, so paid carried to the credit of either Lord Melville’s 
^hest account, or his account turrent With .you ? 
i A. It was not. 

Q. To what credit was it carried ? 

A. It was carried to the credit of the debt Which was Upon the stock. 

Q. To whom Was the 30001. paid ? 

A. I had advanced the money for the stock myself, of course it was 
paid to myself. 

Q. Was that East India Stock in possession, or was it still placed for 
the benefit of Lord Melville in May, 1800, when he quitted the Navy 
Pay-office? 

A. He was possessed of it in the manner I have described. It was held 
in trust by the house of Messrs, Thomas CoUtts and Co. ahd subject to 
my controul. 

Q. Was it subject to your controul during the Whole time it Was out ? 

A. I do not re'collect any interruption of iti 

■*S A 
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9' ', h - C dl'Mcgth alfiajs carried (0 lord Melville’s credit' 

A. I bufete they were. * » , ' < -* ^ 1 “ * 

t cV * hen > ou P ro P osca to Melville to purchase East 

India Mod, for him out of the public balances lying m your hands Un- 
claimed, did Lord Melville ash you the amount of those balances > 

* A. I do not recollect that he did. " * “ ' ! 

Q. Did he enquire whether you had in your hands assigned or tn* 
assigned balances, or whether you had bolh or either’ » * 

A. I never had any conversation with'his Lordship on the subject 
Q. Were you ever restricted by Lord Mehille in any way with respect 


extent, and he never interfered. * J . 

Q. Was there any restriction upon you as to the sums out of the Bank 
for that purpose > 1 

A. There was none. * 

Q. There were no restrictions as to the brandies upon which you wCre 
to draw w hen y ou took money from the Bank to place it at MeSsr* Coutts’s > 
A. Lord Mehille ne\ er interfered witli me in the management of the 
balances at the Pay-office. - ' 

The question was repeated 

<* !•••■■■ 


tion any restriction as to either of them ? _ 1 

A. 1 have ulfcady said Lord Melville never gave me any instructions 
with regard to managing the balances of the office; therefore I do not 
knhvv what the honorable managers mean by restrictions. 1 

Q Did Lord Melville order you to draw upon this or that branch for 
any purpose } 5 ( 

i A. Certainly not. 

Q Did you erer draw drafts in favor of the Bight Honorable Ilenlj 
DundaS in your acdount at Coutts’s * 

A Undoubtedly 

Q Did you evtr draw drafts in favor of Henry Dundas? 

A. Undoubtfedly. 

Q. Did you ever draw drafts m favor of Mr. Dundas» „ 

A. Uitdoubtedh ' 

Q. Do all these three descriptions mean the same person, the Treasure, 
of the Navy. 

A. They did, unless sonic exceptions may c\tst in case of fny having 
drawn ih favor of Mr Robert Dundts , r 

Q. Were those drafts in genera! in favor of the Treasurer of the Navy „ 
with small exceptions* 

A. They were 

Q. Did you dse either of those names, Mr Dandar, Henry I)»ua3t, 

, ■ v- ;• "ip'. - Dundas, an the drift of Messrs. Couttt, 

■ cither to Lord Mvlville, or some povofl * 

. ■: *■ , some person ha wig a money connection 

with Lord Melville ? , , * 

A. It is probable I never did ; but so many transactions pf this sort too#. 
pl 3 cc, that it is impossible for me to <ay that there were no cxceptior » ^ 
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Q. Tt is asked generally speaking ? 

A. Generally speaking they have collateral connection with Lord Mel* 
■villc’s accounts. 

Q. "Was this East India Stock in May, ISOn, when Lord Melville went 
out of office, either sold or pledged for the purpose of making up your 
deficiencies at the Bank ? 

A. It was deposited at that,time. 

«■ Q. Was there any increase upon the value of that stock, from the time 
at which it was bought to the time at which it was cither 'so sold or 
pledged ? 

A. The stock had risen. 

Q. To what account was the money obtained upon the stock either sold 
or pledged, carried ? 

A. 20,0001. to pay oil* the debt upon that stock, and SOOOl. of it went 
to pay me in part liquidation of the balance upon my account current. 

Q. Had Lord Melville in fact the benefit of the rise of that stork? 

A. Certainty he had, and the loss would also have accrued to his Lord- 
ship, in ease the stock had fallen, 

Q. Had he the benefit of thccvcc<s of dividends above the interest at 
5 percent, paid for the money during the whole time there was such an 
excess ? 

A. I do not know that the dividend did exceed the interest which he 
paid upon it, especially at first I believe it did not. 

Q. Was there at any time a rise upon that between the time the stock 
was purchased and the time it was sold? 

A. There was a rise upon the dividends on the stock, several years after 
it was purchased upon his Lordship’s account. 

Q. Was any security of any kind given to Mr. Lind for this purchase 
of East India Stock? 

A. The Stock was invested in his name some time after, not immedi- 
ately, as 1 understood from a document, which has been lately put into 
my hnnds. 

Q. Did the accounts, which you from time to time delivered to Lord 
Melville, though not delivered at regular periods, include all the receipts 
?nd payments made and received by you on account of Lord Melville i 
A. They did to the best of my recollection. 

Q. Did you, at the end of the year, 1790, make up all the balances of 
the Navy Pay Office, at the Bank of England ? 

A. The account of the Bank of England would appear by my books to 
be balanced at that time ; but .whether the balance was exactly paid in 
or not I cannot ascertain, because some of my drafts may not have been 
presented, in which case that would form part of the balance appearing so 
to be paid in. 

Q. Was the balance at the end of the year 1790, exactly so struck, and 
did it appear that there was no deficiency at that time ? 

A. There appeared to be ; l could speak with more precision if the ac- 
counts were laid before me, which I have not had the advantage of for 
some time past. ' 

Q. Did you make up the difference between the balance of the one ac- 
count and the other at the end of the year 1790 ? 

A. I cannot speak from recollection; my documents are inthe hands of 
the honourable managers, ^nd I probably should be able to speak with 
jnpre precision if they were laid before me, 
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Q. If there was any difference between the office cash and the 'Bank 
. cash, at the end of the year 1701, of what money did'that difference 
consist? i 

A. It would consist of drafts of mine which had been presented to the 
Bank in part, and in part of the sum of money which Lard Mel wile was 
indebted to the chest account, and tome, Upon my account current. 

Q. Did that balance jour are now speaking of, comffrehend both the 
chest account, and the account current i t - v 
A. It did, to the best of my recollection of the accounts, 

Q. Did the balance, outstanding from 1790 to 1799, comprehend those 
balances so due from Lord Melville? * « 

A. It did, to the best of my "re collection, of the settled accounts, 
?Iway$ ; but a small account may have existed upon the account current, 
which was not included ip that 

Q Did the difference between the office and the Bank balance at the 
end of each of those years which you have specified, denote, with a 
triflng exception, the sum of money which was to be made good by pay. 
jnents from Lord Melville to the public and to you ? 

A. It did to the best of my recollection. 

Q. How long did you continue in office after Lord Melville left it ? 

A. Upwards of two years. 

(*). Who was Treasurer of the Navy after Lord Me\viIIe ? ( 

A. Lord ‘Harrow by succeeded Lord Melville, Mr. Bathurst succeeded 
J^ird Harrowby, and Mr. Tierney succeeded Mr. Bathurst. 1 1 
Q. Was any interruption given by either of those Treasurers to the 
practice of taking^ the money from the Bank,' and placing it in the 
bands of Messrs. Coutts, or apy private indn iduafs l 

Q. Mr. Bathurst ordered it to be altogether done away. * ' 

A. Was that order carried strictly into execution » 

A 1 do not know how I must be pinned down to the word strictly; 
Mr. Bathurst did not press it to be done within a few days, but to do it 
with convenience to ourselves, I might do it ip the space of a pionth or so ; 
there was no time particularised. 

Q. Was it done within the month ? > 

A. It was. • • 

Q. Did you continue in fhp situation of Paymaster 'after the money 
was so placed at the Bank 5 

A. I did. 

Q. When did yoq quit the office 5 ' 

A. 1 left tfie office in one month after Mr. Tierney* succeeded to the 
jituati * ’ * “ c * 


A-' 

Q. Did the same practice that had been ordered by Mr. Bathurst, prr* 
vail during the treasurership of Mr. Canning? * l ’ , 

A. It did. 

Q. Was the balance upon tbe chest account always against Lord AM- 


ville i 


A. I believe it was. 

Q. Was any security of any sort signed by Lord Melville to you. Of 
tp any other person, on account of the India Stock so purchased?. 


A. None. 


9- When did yon quit the Navy Pay Office » 


A. I Wire 
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A. I believe in April in last year, I have no recollection of the precise 
day. 

Q. Did you, while you were Paymaster of the Navy, make any cash 
payment with your own hand, on account of the public ? 

A. I do not recollect that I ever did, excepting in Exchequer fees. 

Q. Did you always issue your money by drafts to your sub-accountant? 
A. I recollect one or two instances wherein I did not, having a sum of 
money in the iron chest. 

Q. Were those exceptions to the general rule very few ? 

A. Very few. 

Q. Did yop ever draw drafts upon the Bank of England, and go your- 
self, or send' others to lake cash or Bank notes from the Bank, to be paid 
to Messrs. Coutts, or elsewhere?. 

A. I do not know that J ever did personally, but I have sent others to 
do so? 

Q. Have you, or any other persons, received such money without pass- 
ing it through the hands of Messrs. Coutt c ? 

A. Thavc no knowledge of Us ever having been done, I have been in- 
formed it has been done. 

Q. Do you recollect an instance of notes having been brought from the 
Bank of England, without passing through the hands of Messrs. Coutts? 

A. I do not recollect any myself ; my instructions were generally given 
to Mr. Wilson, who managed that for me; or Mr. Tweedy, at the Pay 
Office. I am told that has happened more than once, but I have no rc» 
collection of it. * 

Q. Do yog recollect drawing one day for a million of money, and 
having received a million of money, without passing through the hands 
of Coutts? 

A. I never drew for a million of money but once in my life, and that 
, money went into the hands of Coutts. 

Q. Was it paid into Coutts hand in Bank notes, or was the draft given 
to them ? 

A. My draft was given to the principal money conductor of the Pay 
Office, who went iqto the Bqnk with that draft ; the notes being divided 
into a great number of small notes, and he brought them directly, and 
put them into the liquse of Coutts, as I understand. 

Q. Then it was put into Coutts’ bank, in Bank notes, and not in the 
shape of q draft? 

A. I drew a draft as usual, upon the Bank, but instead of giving the 
- draft to Coutts, I 'gave it to the clerk, who carried it to the Bank, and 
fook the Bank notes to Coutts. 

Q. Did you ever draw for small sums, either upon the Bank or upon the 
house of Courts', for public services 5 « 

. A. J do not know what the honourable manager'may pall a small sum. 

Q. Did you ever draw for a less sum than a thousand pounds, either 
upon the Bank or Messrs. Coutts, on account of the publip service ? 

A. I make no doubt I hgY e often done so. 

Q. Did you ever make any small payments on account of the public 
service, excepting Exchequer fees ? 

, A. I do not recollect any, unless they were repayments into the Bank. 

Q. According to thepalure and to the practice of the Pay Office, since 
that ‘account, have payments been made by the Paymaster in the ordi- 
jiarp course of the office ? " ’ , 



A T do not recollect any, I do not know what tie honourable nana- 
ger alludes to 

Q Do ah) pay jnents to public credtfors pass \n the usual form of busi- 
ness, through the hands of the Pa) master? 

A I believe not 

Q, Are not all the books made by the sub accountant > 

A They are, as I said before, except with regard to the Exchequer 
fees 

Q Did jou ever receive anx griluitv fromLord Mehille fo- acting as 
his agent 1 
A Never 

Q Is the book in which )ou kept the account current, and the chest 
account, destroyed? > 

A Jr js 

Q Are all the bonks containing an) accounts between Lord Melville 
and)cu and the vouchers dcstroxed? / 

A The) are to the best of m> belief 

Q Did joueser loseoncof these books whilst the) were in existence ) 
A I xx as robbed of one of those books xtqnetiine^ 

Q Did your rccoxer it again* 

A I did 

Q How did you get it again » 

; A l rcccned ;t from one of the magistrates 
Q Was that one of the books in which the account current and chest 
account, between you and Lord Melville, xyere entered ? 

A It was 

Q Look at this paper, is it signed by )ou » 

A H > s 

Q What does that paper purport to be * 

A It purports to be an account current between Lord Mejrille and 
myself, dated as commencing in the year 1782 
Q Is that an account he balanced ? 

A It appears to be so 
Q Is it signed b) both partjes * 

A It is 

Q Haxe you an) voucher* in your hand, connected xvith that paper? 
A Here are vouchers, but I do not know whether they belong to it or 
not 

Q Refer to them ? ^ 

A 7 he) do not seem to refer to the account, the) are of a subsequent 
date I see nq reference whatever 

Q Are they xouchcrs of anv accounts between Lord Melville and ) ou ? 
A They are vouchers of thj-ee payments, which I appear to have 
made upon Lord Melville's account 

Q Is the sheet now in ) our hand, of the nature of those accounts, 
which )ou delixered to Lord Mefvilfc at certain periods f 
A It is 

Q Were the accounts so delivered by you at certain periods, both on 
tbc chest and current account, so signed as that paper in )our hand is 
signed ? 

A They were 

Q To whom did you give the direction for the purchase of COOOl 
India Stock in 1792, for the benefit of Lord Melville ? 

A lean 
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A. I -can only judge from that circumstance, that most part of my. 
transactions df that sort went through the house ofCoutts and Co; and I 
have no doubt to them directions were given. 

Q. *To whorh were the directions given for the purchase of 10,0001. of 
the Loyalty Loan, in 1707 ? ( . 

A. I gave no direction ** ^peering that, to the best of my recollection. 
Q. To whom did you fi/re directions for the purchase of the 70001. 
per cents, reduced ? 

A. 1 presume also to the house of Messrs. Coutts and Co. 

Q. Does Mr. Philip Antrobus, the broker, act for that house ? 

A. I have heard so. 

Q. Do you know that he did at that time act for that house ? 

A. I believe it, but I do not know it. , 

The Lord Chancellor. “ Will the honourable managers re- 
quire to examine this witness again.” 

Mr, Whitbread. “ My lord wc do not at present know.” 

The witness cross-examined hy Mr. Plomer. - 

Q.. You speak of being appointed Paymaster in consequence of the 
recommendation you stated, having had 'an opportunity of being useful, 
to Lord Melville in some regulations respecting the office, previous to your 
being appointed byliim to the office of Paymaster ? < 

A. I, very early after Lovd Melville’s first appointment as Treasurer of 
the Navy, presented his lordship with a plan tor new regulating the busi- 
ness of the office, which I have understood was much approved of bj his 
lordship. 

Q. In what year was that ? 

A. I fancy it was in 1782 ; it was a very short time after his lordship 
was first appointed Treasurer of the Navy . 

Q. Some time prior to your being appointed Paymaster ? 

A. A great many years before. 

Q. In that interval, between the circumstance that first brought you to 
Lord Melville’s notice, and your appointment as Paymaster, was any in- 
tercourse kept up between his lordship and you > 

A. I belies e I was known to his lordship during the time ; but I had no 
particular intercourse with his lordship. 

Q. The first circumstance you were interrogated to, after that of your 
being appointed Paymaster, was his lordship’s acknowledgment of a ba- 
lance in his hands of 10,0b0l. At the same time Lord Melville said that ( 
was in his hands, did he not say it was not applied to any private use, 
or emolument of- his own, but to public purposes, from whence it was 
likely there would be a loss ? 

A. His lordship expressed to me, he was afraid that there might be a 
loss* The .conversation might be pointed, but I do not recollect it so 
xnuch as to be able to say that his lordship actually stated it lo be for pub- 
lic services; but it is a very distant period, and it is possible he did. 

Q. Have you the least recollection that Lord Melville acknowledged 
that he had applied it to any purposes of jxrivate benefit to himself ? 

A. None. 

Q. 'Whether the sums for the purpose of paying the Exchequer fee? 
which you have stated, had not for some time been a fund in the land 
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v * it. I did state so. 

Q. State wherein the difference consists > 


■ he'Exchequec fees is 
. public service ? , 


A. All monies issued from the Exchequer to (hfc Treasurer of the Navy, 
are in consequence of a letter from the different bbards, connected with 
~ * * n -y for such sutns of mo* 

He alone, is acquaint* 
fte'ftnds 'them so, fte'fn* 

eludes an application for 30001. into any memorial to be sent to the Trea* 
sury to be itnprestcd tnfo the Treasurer’s hinds. ‘ * . 

Q. It is to be undensood then, that all Other sums of money for the 
pbblic sen ice must originate with some one of the Boards? i ' 

■A. The whole of the money, ' ' 

Q. There are different Boards that gbe directions for issuing of mo* 
ney ; can any money be issued from the Exchequer, to carry on the naval, 
service, without a letter from one or other of the boards ? , 

' ‘A. It cannot. * i 

Q. Docs that letter, or a copy of it, accompany the memorial to Ihtf 
Treasury', for the issue of that money ? ‘ s 

A. It docs. - . 

* Q. Is tlut the case with respect to money that issues for the Exchequer 
fees l . 

A. I have endeavoured to explain that It h not, it originates entirely, 
from the paymaster in fact, who is the judge when the fund is nearly 
exhausted. 

Q. Was the course of office y'ou have described, the same before the 
act of parliament, as it lias been since the passing of the act of the 5j(h* 
or the King ? • 

,A. The same I believe. 

CJ. Is then the Ksuing Exchequer fees a subject to which tbe reguh' 
tiou of the’act of parliament, by the course of office, applies f ( 

A. 1 presume it is, aslbHieietheact of parliament directs all sums 
from the Exchequer, to be issued from the Bank, and the money to pay 
Exchequer fees is accordingly issued lo the Bank. 

A. \\ftctherall the detail and management of the Pi) maker’s on-ce * 
has always been left to the Bay master ? , p 

* A. I believe it generally is ; especially during the time I acted « * _ a ) * 
master of the Navy, it certainly was, and altogether so in Lord Ne- 
villes time; some subsequent Treasurers have thought it necessary to at* - 
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O. fc»t during the whole period of lime you /have been acquainted 
■With the office, has the transaction of it in detail always been left with 
the Pay toaster? 1 

A. I believe always. , 

Q. Was that the case during the whole period of Lotd Melville’s Trea- 
•mrership ? 

A. As far as I know, it wn$. ' 

Q. Was the whole mantigemtht and drawing foMhc public money 
entirely left to you, during die period when you were Paymaster ? 

A. I believe it was. *. *. r ' . * 

Q. You stated that permission was granted by Lord Melville, to draw 
money from the Rani: of England to ' Contts’s bank ; whether the only 
reason represented by you to Lord Meh Hit* for that measure, was not to 
facilitate the official convenience? 

At ’Entirely so, I .always stated *-oj the convenience that would arise 
and the great security of the money. * , 

Q. State, if you can recollect, how you represented that it should fa- 
cilitate the comtnicnce of l lie office that that trail slot should take place? 

A. I represented the inconvenience that would attend t he payments 
from the distance of the Rank, tindtproposod to his J oulship that a ban- 
ker nearer should be .allowed to keep the money in Ids hands till 1 folmd 
it necessary to issue it to Mib-accotmtanU. . - 

Q. Did you stale also to Lord Melville, in what manner the money 
Would he more secure ? .... 1 

A, I represented to him the danger of sending Indrafts to the Bank 
every' day by messengers, who, were obliged to bring out the produce bf. 
these in cash, to supply the daily p ivments. 

Q. Whether, when this application was made by you, , the office had 
not been removed from Broad-strect, where it had been, before situated, 
to Somerset House? , j 

_A. I believe it had. > . 

Q. Though the Paymaster makes no payment with his own hand, does 
not the Paymaster furnish the supplies to the, sub-accountants for all the 
money* that is daily had ? r 

A. 3(1 c does. 

Q. Was there the least mention to Lord Melville, at the time applica- 
tion was made for Ids permission to make the change you have stated, of 
any private emolument to be derived to any body from it ? 

A. None whatever ; it was never in Lord Melville’s contemplation,' 
and I do not remember that it was in my own at that time. 

Q. Was the permission, which was given to diaw money from the 
Bank, to be deposited till it was wanted in Coutts’s b.tnk, entirely’ confined 
to the money that would be wanted for official convenience ? 

A. 1 do not know that the Conversation extended to so great a length 
as to go into that minute pait of the subject. 

Q. But was theie then, or at any subsequent timC> any permission 
given by Lord Melville to draw monies from the Bank for any other pur- 
pose ? .) 

A. Never. 

Q. You are understood to state, that yoii received Lord Melville’s sa- 
lary as Treasurer of the Navy ? 

A. I did so in most instances ; 1 had thought Universally so, till a state- 
ment was made from the Pay-Office, in which I found some few payment* 

. - ‘ ** • . had 
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account,- dot! one paj-ment-to bh-Ixjn^bip.’— r.jj ,,,{; .. ,* it * ? t 
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‘ 1 ’ ’ 1 1 **■* veriod-of acting 
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A. 1 did to a large amount. 1 1~~ ♦ • - » 5 } ■*, i » \ . 

\Q. -You speak otyJu? aUerttlihg Wd?MelvI»e, with astatcWent-’dfhij 
accounts, Whtdii was Signed by -his Xotdship; 3$ yob are .undfcrstodd'hf » 
state, and duplicates of the accounts left with hjia ? > *» jl mMI L •. 
“A*/ 1 stated 'tile facK' 4 / -J ' " r > ;v ttc •* "i, j j ’j , ♦ } r»Y y? 

’O- 1111 * ,Ufc * ’ '-1 

■■ 1 ; ■ ’ % ■ -crvW'‘ 

# 4 . 1 . „[; lt ‘ -> ' : "J •*$?*. 


tended to them particul irly. *" 


0 T 


W p . 


- •» ; | » t-it Ml„ \ ...1^1 


tome 
before him. 


at that tuny, and appointing another time,, when i laid the 'subject 
Q.'h It to’he 'Understood, that when you ’waited 'tl^on* Lord Melville 

, * •• ' * . — r~- .u\.u j'ou 

•/...■■ ■ . . . ‘ ‘ • . • ■ intltc 

A,-Th*tvis what Irrfean tostattr. *’ ‘ 

Q. iVlidlitr Lord Midtille did at any time require or receive ‘fmn 
youjnk receipt or, voucher or document of any kind upon thesfe accounts i 
A, 1 do not recollect that I ever i*avc him a rcdclpt'ftrf'ahy mobey" 
in my life. * ' ’ ' ' ' J '' * *\ J ’ 1 **• u * * 
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what was the form or the contracts of the bond ol this 4,0001. or whe- 
ther it was nob a bond in the usual form ? - ‘ 

• *A. 1 have no recollection of it whatever^ only X believe it did'Jiot bear’ 
/Interest. *, >, * y J j '' 1 * ' * 

" " ■ - -■--»»« ?♦« ftnt bMnng interest 1 was, 
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Jhe -first purchase you speak of was.3,0,Qp!.~ East India- 'Stock-;- wlit- 
ither, after the documents you liave seen on the i-ubject, you havc.nowqyny, 
njemory or recollection upon the .subject ? - r » **io'- ( -V: <' f ' > I K 
,’A[ ,1 recollect, generally} thah2 r prd Melville, wanted to be possessed'of 
a farther qualification of, Ea^t India Stock ; and -hqJjegged me xq procure 
it for him ; but whether he told me that lie would immediately repay me 
the juoney or not} I do not recollectl , r ~<h r 3 - - ;>-)Y .P 

Q. >Vhether-npon that occasion, or uponpny other, Lord Melvill/iover. 
directed you to lay out any, part of the.publitrmondy in your -hands for 
his use and benefit ? ; - , f n uonn r d ? 

■ A. He never did under the specific name of public money,, or any mo- 
neys bearing that description. 4 <, J *' • • ’ 

: Q. ,In 'every ihstance in which this s_tock wps, purchased by f yqu, was 
it understood by Lord jUplville tp be purchased .either out of Lord Mel- 
ville’s own funds, or from private funds for .him b‘v .you ? « ,, L 

A: I cannot precisely say tint ; I do not know, any. tiling to the contra? 
ry ; but I do not know wl\at Lord Melville’s conceptions may have, been : 
he never expressed himself to the contraiv do me. u , , /, ‘ -- i 

Q Is there any instance in which, prior to the purchase of any stofckj 
■it was mentioned to Lord Melville by you, that it was intended to be pnr- 
chased out of the public money, except in the instance of the purchase of 
Jhe East India Stock ? . - - > r *-j < <• ,i <• - 

. A. Never, to the best of my recollection.- - , . , ■.(-,• - 

- Q. Are, yop to be understood to state, that in the only instance*’ where 

$t was proposed,. it was indignantly rejected ? . 

A. I mean so to he understood. „ • ... . 

J Q. You are understood , to slate, that you did notsoriginally give' direc- 
tions, nbr are cognizant by whom the directions wpre given for the pur- 
chase of the subscription of the 10,0001. Loyalty Loan. - -.u...’ j « » ' 
Vi A. I atb Unacquainted who gdve directions, fespecting that-cLoyalfy, 
at least, I have.no recollection of, that, and I do not find .that it passed 
-through me, or by my orders. , - . ..* t . ' - < { **/ , . > 

Q. Can you recollect whether the first instalment that was paid for that 
Loyalty, was not paid out of the private funds, belonging to Lord Mel- 
ville ? ' , , . ’ r , • ' - l " .'Jt 

A. It may have been so, but I do not recollect the circumstance.: ",-t 
Q.- You stated, that you had paid several instalments, from.timd to type. 
Upon that Loyalty Stock? " i , o ..I .. v , 

• A. I have. . ,1 • , , s - : ♦'<-'* n 

- Q. Was it at any time Communicated to Lord Melville, whilst 'thesfe 
payments were making out of what funds those advances' were'made,? -. 

A; Never; I believe they were made in consequence of demands which 
were made upon Lord ‘Melville, and winch I satisfied without apy. instruct 
-tions from his Lordship. * . . ; : * . . V 

Q, Can you recollect about what period it was, that the last of those 
payments in respect tbtliis’JO'^lOOl. ‘Loyalty was made? > ■, 

A. I do not; but my accounts with Mr. Coutts must shew it. 

» Q. Do’you remortiberfheryfear ? „ - ' - , 1 

A. I have no recollection of it. . - • 4 - c. - > 

Q. Do you recollect whether it was about Stfptember-1797 ? < 

*■ A. 1 * J have fio recollectiombf it. ' - - .> ' * ' n.Y 

Q. Do you recollect, that soon after the last instalments were, paid 
■npom that account, scctflitiefc Were gi ven.by -Lord-Melville, and. a .power 

*2 B 2 •.'» , .Of 
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tT ittorhey, for th^ saleo^lhit and dU his other .stocks, to feecufeThe'~re* 
payment of what was due- 1 **I i** ft n , - 

A. I perfectly recollect the circumstance to t > 7 

, those securities cover an ample fubd for the repayment of all 

those siim^ winch had heen advanced upon that account J * «, 

A ^ley did - * j o j i t * 1 j -j , ^ 

Q You stated, that you directed stock to the amount of 7000! three 
per cents tone {JurchSsed for "Lord Melville , was that purchase made by 
any directions.froni'Ldrd MclviUc of 70001 three per cents > V 


. * " * ■ from 

Lora Menme 

A f made it in the general management Of Lord Mein lie’s affairs; 
Ibelievd a sum of mo'ney'lnd* Come into my hand at that time for Ins 
Lordship, and I thought it was proper to invest it in some manner to pro- 
duce an interest to his Lordslu j» » 7 

Q Js it lo be understood that funds had como into y onr bands, wbfqji 
before that time had been carrying a productive interest to Lord Met- 
allic? fi ’ 1 M o' f i , | 1 

1 T ,l . ' ■ ** — - 1 ~ **t»crvvardS; 

r . . . I . to j, ave 

1 ! the bill 
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cpecting the mode in which that purchase had been made, or any parti, 
fculars respecting it? » - A 

A' I probably mentioned it \vf I **»— -< r in ** " *>»» 

I do not recollect any particular « . 1 1 » 

on the subject " *• t * 

< Q Vou'hase stated, that Lord Melville indignantly rejected the offer 
if applying the ptiblic money to the purchase of India stock; and \oi| 
then proposed tojurnish him with the money, by procuring U of a n.lA 
tion? f ' 1 3 1 , ' f V 

<■ A. I did J 1 r ' 

^ 1 ■ * * — ’• — to Lord Melville? 

1 r Montague Lind 

, v \lclvilfc in respect to' the 

loan that had been made for that purchase ot stock? » * 

A None, because ] had represented to his Lords hip, that I thought 
1 could procure it on the security of the stock being vested ip the. ptiibn’i 
fcame of w bom J should borrow the moner t 1 j , . 

Q Was the stock, after Us purchase, transferred ai a 'ccurity to coicr 
the money that was advanced m the purchase of it? - 

1 A ft was not in fact ; it was invested in Mr Lind’s name for my 5* 
cotirit * J ’ 1 * > ! 


Q, Did it ever stand In the n$me of Lord Meli life* ,> i\ ' 1 
A It nerct did * " * J * v * 1 t \> f ' 

Q At first you stated that the amount of the interest for the p6T>tJ 
■borrowed for the purchase exceeded the. dividend 1 ' ill * 

A I believe it to have-on* so * ? b . ' , * i 

Q When that was the case,^was Lord Mel ville, charged with 
f? A nC Hc was regularly charged with the Interest, and S<>t credit for the 


dividends, whatever they yere? ' n t‘* 


Q Then 
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‘ Q, During ali that tiiriewas there a' loss sustained by the public/or any 
impednrient suffered by them of one single farthing? ' - ■ 

' A. Not in consequence of the transactions which have be'ch particularly^ 
nihided to, to the best of my recollection. " : "•’* : 

*‘Q. iYou spoke of some regulations approved arid adopted’ by Lord-. ; 
IVlelville ; Were those 'regulations calculated to increase the balance iti flic- 
bands of the Paymaster or Treasurer, or directly tlie reverse : 

- 'A. I do hot think that ; they had any .iriflueheii either one way or the' 5 
other; it was merely a different mode of riiaking.up the accounts. ‘ 

: Q. ! Is it meant those regulations that were made, by which seamen were 
enabled to make allotments for the maintenance, of their families in their* 
absence,' oHo facilitate the receipt of money due’ to them ? wljctherre- 
gulatioris to that effect -were not- made, and whether they did not tend' 
to reduccand not increase the balances'? : - 

A. Certainly. ’ I thought the learned counsel alluded to the regula- 
tions proposed -to hisiordshi pin 1782 .- 

Q. At what period in 1802 , did Mr. Bathurst alter the mode of making- 
the payments in future ? •** • • ■' 

-'-A/ 1 am unable to state that; ' - ' •• 

Q. Was not an alteration made entirely to obviate any inconvenience' 
of a future investigation, before any enquiry had taken place before the 
Commissioners of Naval Enquiry, whether the evil Was hot remedied 

before that enquiry ? 

A.’ I believe it was. ‘ ' J ." ' ■ 

Q. Has not that coiirse been continued ever since ? 

- . A; It lias to the best of my knowledge. •' 

■ Q. -What is that remedy which has been adopted ? '/ ! • * “ 

A. That the money shall remain in the Bank until Wanted foripaymenty- 
as* nearly as' possible. • ' ’ ' ' •" ■ ‘‘ / • 

Q. Is the money remaining in the Bank to he written off froth one ac- 
count toother accounts ? ' ■ • 

' A.' Instead of drawing the money from Messrs. Contts* house, and issu- 
ing it to the sub-accountants from that account, the money is made over 
to oneof the sub-accountant’s accounts at the Bank, arid he draw's himself' 
upon that account. - The whole difference is, that the money 'remains in 
the sub-accountant’s, account at the Bank, instead of the sub-accountant’s" 
at: Messrs'. Coutts. . " • - '• ' ' _ 

- Q. Does- it then, in consequence, of this alteration, becorne a private, 
account, " kept with ‘ the Bank, by each sub-accountant, when a certain- 
account is written off to the credit of such sub-accountants? 

! A. : r believe: that the -. accountant has a perfect controul over the ac-- 
fount.. I do not know what constitutes it a public account, further than" 
being kept in the Bank. ' ? 

Q. Then after the credit is 'Written over from the Treasurer’s account 
to each sub-accountanfs account, each accountant has the power of drawv 
irig out.the money as-he shall'think lit ? • ■ . - ; - . 

" A. He has as nnlch the cQhtroulover'it as'he had when the money Was- 
put into his name in his- account at Mt. Coutts’s, as far as } understood. ‘ 
, r Qv. If no permission had been given at all of drawing from the Bank to 
Coutts’s Bank,: as a place of temporary deposit, whether all the same use- 
might not Iiaye been made of the. public - money, by, dfafts,:in. the same" 
way at' the'Bank ? : " - . " ' *•-- . - / ■'*' • 

As ^Certainly; but it might have been- considered a greater dereliction 
•FMy'duty.. " 


Q. Whether 



uojpijsjo.p Js^eajS c pojbpisnoo-risaq oAEqjqStur ji jnq iXjutEjJ'a^JPvy"' 

’;■ .: f s:'. u ;: . • :... . • : . h jjnEg.aqj . jb Xeav 

jSUiBS’&qjanp'sjjejp/Xq 'Xaubui.bijqnd aqj jo.apEiu ttaaq.aABq jou gqSttix 
^sa auics aqj ps, jaq jaqA ‘jtso.dap /jEJodmaj jo aoEjd e se ‘.'jtitg ,s t S;jtipg 
oi^ur,g aig mojj Stn.wBipjo pe je U3ai 3 uaaq peq uoisstiuiad on jj \£) ■ ■- . 
. ‘poojsjaptmj se jbj-sc 's^spno^ ujiq jb JunooaESiq ui aiuBU stq ojuJ jnd 
}seav Xauoui aqjit3qA\.pEq aq-SE ji.jsao qnojjuoa aqj qoumsE seq ajj 'y... 

- ••. . nil quun (lEqs.aq se / aiioui.aqj jno 2 : u| 

f-AAEjp jo jaA\od aqj sbq jUEjithoaoE qoea ‘junoaoBsguBjunoaaE-qns tjaEO oj 
junoooB s^ajnsEajj^aqj ujojj joao uapuA\,st jipaao aqjjojjc UDqj_,;-^) ,• 

; . . *qaEg aqj ui jdaq'Sutoq 

*iEqj iaqjinj 'juiiodde pijqn’fl e ji sajnjtjsuoa jeqAv A\ouq jou op j -jtmd® 
.-oe aqj jaAO jtiaijuoa jaajiad e SBq,juBjunoaaE:.aqj.ijEtjj raAaqaq j • *y > .- 
e spiEjunoaaE-qns qans jo jipaia aqj oj jjo ua^UA\ si junoaai; 
.TriEptaa E ttai]A\ ‘jUEjtinoDat-qns qaea £q. ‘qaqg aqjlqjjAV. jdaq. ‘junoaat 
ajEAud e auioaaq. 'uoijEJaqE stq; jo oouanbastioD ui ‘uaqj jt-saoQ *£) , * 

' ' ... ’• .. • ; 'Sjjno;} :.SJSS9J\[;ji! 

.yitEjunoDDE-qns aqj jo pEajsut ‘qtnig atjjjE junoaoE spuEjuhoaaB-qnsaqj 
qj .sutEUiai. Aauoiu aqj.jE.qj'st aauajqyip ajoqAv aqx : 'Jueodde jEqj ttodn 
jjasutiq sAAEip aq put: ‘qtijqj aqj je sjuliodoe sgucjunoD3E-qns aqj joauo oj 
•I3 ao apeui st Xauom : aqj ‘junonoE jeqj uiojj sjunjttnoaaE-qns aqj. oj ji Suj 
.'•nsst puE 'osnoq ,sgnoQ ‘sissaj.q utoij Xauoiu aqj StmvEjp jo pEajsuj '\r 

j sjutioaaE jaqjooj junoa 

-oe auo uiojj jjo .tioptJAV aq o; qiiEg aqj ut SutuiEtuai Xaiiout aqj sj •£) 

.. ’ .;** .. . . .. *3jqtssod.sE ^piEouisq 

: f jU3Ui^Ed J 0 j pajuEA\ pjunbptrgaqj mujetuai jjtrqs bailout aq; jeijx *V 

*- ... , , ■ i.pajdope uaaq sntj.qanjAv /pauioj jbqj stjEq^v - 

. *aSpajA\ouq Xut jo jsaq aq}x>} seq 31; "V - 

... ^aaurs jaAa paauijuoDuoaq asinoa jEqj jou.sejj 

, ... . , . - , sea\ jt OAatjaq i ‘y'.' 

■ e * Xjjnbua jEqj qjojbq 

paipautaj jou seav jiao aqj aaqiatjAA '.Cjinbu^ ]EAE_fq jo s-jouojssiutuio^) 
aqj ajojaq.aoEid uaqvj puq Xnnbuo XuE.aiojaq 'ttotj«Sps3AUt ainjnj e jo 
. 3au3ii)aAii03Ut <CuE 3}E|Aqo oj Apurjuo apEut uotjt’jajju ue jou sEj\y '^) 

, . ... ■ /: .'jEqj.oiEjs oj ajqEun uic J’.’V •'*' 

, ... ... . j ainjnj ut sjuaui.CEd aqj 

.Sutqcui joapoutoqj jajp: jsjnqjEg -jjq pip 's'ost ui pouad juq.w j\r - t) 

. -‘oSLl »! dtqspjopsiq oj.pavodoid suoij 

-E{n2aj .aqj oj papniiE psunoo pauauai aqj jqSnoqj |*X|uiEjjaQ •y 

^ saouqptq aqj asEaaout jou puE.aoripai oj 
.puaj jou pip iCaqj jaqjaqAV pttE. 'apEUi'jou ojoav jaayo jeqj oj suotjejn^ 
-aj aaqjaqAv ^utoqj oj pnp AOUout jo jdioboj aqj ajEjqja.tq oj jo .‘aouasqe 
fjjaqjut satjtuiEj Jtaqj jo opuEuajuiEtu aqj joj sjuptujbnE ojjEUt oj pajqEua 
3J3AV uatuEas qou[AV .Cq ‘apEut aia.w jeqj suoijEjnSaj asoqj jurput ji sj f *5 i 
t ‘sjunoopE atjj dn SuiqEiu jo bpqiu juoiaptp e tCjajbtu sea\ j; 1 Jaqje 
rOqj jq ^ea\ auo .iatjjio aouaupui Xue pEq Xoqj ,jEqj jjutqj jou op j ]\r. ■ 

>■ .fasjoAaj aqj Xijoajtp jo ^jainsEaax Jomjscui^ej aqj jo spuE{( 

»aijj ut aauEpq aqj oseojohioj pajtqnapD suoijEpiSaj asoqjaaaftC ‘.aiJiAiaj\[ 
f-pjog iCq pajdopu puq paAoaddu sxiotjcjnSaj autos . jo.aqods no\; 

w. , t ...... . > ... ; .. . •uoijaanoaaj Xut jo jsoq aqj qj l oj papiqin 

^[iBjnaijjEd uoaq oaeij qoiqM. suoijdesuejj aqj jo obuanbasuoD ut jo^ ’V 
, .. .^gutqjiEj ajSujs auo joiuaqjXq pajayns juauitpodiut 

/at 30 /pqqnd aqj Xq pauiEjsnssspj .EBJaqjSEAiauiij jpqj |jn Suunq^ *p 


^T6i 



191 * 


Q. Curing all that tinier was there a loss sustained by the public 1 , or any 
Impediment suffered by them of one single farthing? - 
- a. Not in consequence of the transactions which have bech particularly- 
alluded to, to the best of my recollection. ‘ *’ “ ' ’ 

*'-Q. You spoke of some regulations approved and adopted by Lord* 
Melville; were those 'regulations calculated to increase the balance in flic 1 
^ands of the Paymaster or Treasurer, or directly the reverse ? - '' 

■ A. I do not think that they had any influence either one way or the' 
other; it was merely a different mode' of making up the accounts. 
s . Q. Is it meant those regulations that were made, by which seamen were 
enabled to make allotments for the maintenance of their families in the?r i 
absence,' or to facilitate the receipt of money due' to them ? whether re- 
gulations' to that effect -were not made, and whether they did not tend' 
to reduce and notincreasc the balances'? 

A. Certainly. ' I thought the learned counsel alluded to the regula- 
tions proposed to his lordship in 1782. 

Q. .At what period in 1802, did Mr. Bathurst alter the mode of making- 
the payments in future ? - * ‘ 

•' A.' I am unable to state that; 

Q. Was not an alteration made entirely to obviate any inconvenience 1 
of a future investigation, before any enquiry had taken place before the 
Commissioners of Naval Enquiry, whether the evil was not remedied 
before" that enquiry ? 

' A.' I believe it was. 

Q. Has not that course been continued ever since ? 

A. It has to the best of my knowledge. 

Q. -What is that remedy which has been adopted ? 

A. That the money shall remain in the Bank until wanted for payment, 
ia&’ nearly as' possible . 1 ’* 

' Q. Is the money remaining in the Bank to be written off from one ac- 
count toother accounts ? 

' A. Instead of drawing the money from Messrs. Coutts’ house, and issu- 
ing it to the sub-accountants from that account, the money is made over 
to oneof the sub-accountant’s accounts at the Bank, and he draws himself 
upon that account. The whole difference is, that the money remains in 
the sub-accountant’s account ai the Bank, instead of the sub-accountant’s’ 
at Messrs'. Coutts. . ' , 

Q. Does it then, in consequence of this alteration, become a private, 
account, kept with the Bank, by each sub-accountant, when a certain 1 
account is Written off’ to the credit of such sub-accountants ? 

' A. I believe that the .accountant has a perfect controill over the ac - 1 
•ount. I do not know what constitutes it a public account, further than 
being kept in the Bank. 

- J Q. -Then after the credit is "Written over from' the Treasurer’s account 
to each sub-accountant’s account, each accountant has the power of drawl- 
ing out the money as he shall think fit ? ' 1 ■ 

A. He has as much the colitroul overit as lie' had' when- the money was- 
put into liis name in his- account at Mr. Coutts’s, as far as I- understood. ‘ 
- Q. If no permission had' been given at all of drawing from the Bankto 
fcoUtts’s Bank,- as a place of temporary deposit, whether all the same use 
might not have been made'of the public money, by draftsman the same' - 
way at'theBank?- ' - . • ■- ' ' 

' A^Xertainly ; but it might have been- considered a greater dereliction 
•Pmy’duty.. ' < 


Q. Whether 
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Q- How long Was it before it was all paid jnray * , f, - «•* * 

r A ; }. tl,rnk » five or six days before the interest was calculated* 


Q. liavc you been much conversant with figures, and made teem muca 
tic subject of attention > . - f . « v ■ , . , , 

-A. i have. 1 r , . ' , 

: Q* Was cot the whole business of the accounts, both of the office and 
all the private accounts of Lord Melville, left entirely to your manage- 

- * -A- The whole of the pubHc,accou‘nU were left entirely in my manage- 
ment, and some of his private accounts as were put under my manage^ 
-went. < ; • , , . , . , • , j- 

Q. You have been ashed as to jour own use of the public money te- 
tvorea from the, bant of Messrs. Coutts; jou are understood to say that 
you made use of it in point of fset for your oun benefit * • , . 

« A. I certainly made use of that part which I- found was pot likely to 
be claimed for my owu benefit. , , , i . k . 

' Q. In what niodc was that made use of? , / 

A. .Generally by lending.it at interest; at times by investing it, into 
Exchequer or Navy bills, or other government securities. » \ * » 

Q. Was that to a very considerable amount? _• - ' , 

A. It was. , ^ f. , * 'V 

t, • • " ' »*»ode of 


% A. i-nureij. ,,, 

**' Q. Was any intimation or Knowledge ever communicated to Lord 
Alelvillc of the public money basing been to used ? . .< 

, . A. I never made anv such communication to Lord Melville. 

Q. Whether, during - the period that you hare spoken of having acted 
as Paymaster to Lord Melville, and while those transactions were going 
'on, the public sen ice of the navy at any time suffered the smallest loss, 
disadvantage, or interruption, in consequence of the transaction you hare 
spoken of? i /< 

• A. I do not know any instance wherein the public hare suffered Any 
, .. *. ' — the me that fu» hern 

. kept my balance* el*- 

Q, .Was the public money ai jji uuiu ««d were proper lecuriUn 
taken fo^ it at all tho>e times* * . < ' * 

. ,A. 1 believe it at all times to have been so. - 

Q. Did any .one circumstance happen during the period of Lord 5M # 
ritlels executing this office, that could hare called lift attention from any 
'interruption the public «cn icc might have recti red daring any part of li* 
^period, owing to the ash that was making of the public money}- 
’ A. I never heard of any. - <,• ‘ /• ' ' ' 

' Q. Whether during the period of Lord Melville’* execute* ftw e ' txr * 
sums to the, amount of one hundred and twenty luilliom did e*t F^ 4 
through Ms t^rdship’s hacds t 9r through Mscfficel / 

A. More or less l believe so. 

3 ’ Q, t> ■*!*: 
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i ^kerc aril *tifne$o? Oiat description. but thev are vJ>m- ,r.T *' » 
(nvn“ pay Mr. Dumbs,*’ they are"pay Mr. Dundas‘ NewAceoTnt 
'£*&*&• ft’"''# i “ fo -i’ is new account at the Bank, or paid Into 
h h t accwnti 10 whl ^ t^wre paid fnto hi* tint arrmmtiuhe ’ 
. cuanct' 

* ‘ § ■ . . . ■ not the 

• ‘ Henry 

. “ y add/. 

, .A un able to explain 1 that, unless I know the specific entries. I 
should rather apprehend that they went tothq credit of his account, at the 
■same ftoiMsupon which J dm/. - , » " » . - : ‘ 

9? T You ar? understood to have stated that rejease to hare been rivnuted 
■by you ip London? ' 1 ‘ • ' ’ /* » > * 

VA. Ye* ’-V 4 * - • • + 

; Q- Was Lord Melville at that time in Scotland > ' 

•jAiUcvns: * * . ‘ > • 

Q. Were/pny* directions given' by Lord Melville' as to the form of that 
.release, or as to any particular clause w hich it should contain b 
' A* None wlmtevcr to the best of ray recollection. 

'■ Q. An .accpunV h^sf | been; given of )cftr having destroyed f-;me 
books' of account;' whether any ope bock of .that' scat wa<dt Proved, 
by pny direction, 1 ' or unde? any previous communication to Lord Met 
villcf M * ic * J ' 

A, None whatever. . * ' * 1 ‘ ** 

'•* Q-- Wasihat circumstance everhnown/ to your knowledge or btlicf, l* 
Lord Melville, till after the publication of the Tenth Deport * 

.\ \ ■ . ... .1 ‘ |>* * 1 ■ ‘ . t qfore 

« ,* ■ ■; ■ i v s_ k ’ • . ... ■ 1 

* I ■ *. ■ time 

: t : * ; 

kt^. Are you rjuilirsuitf iu*l it »>» «»»»■.*• — ^ ^ 

\ P .rO.Mll> «■« _ , 

■ . ’ '.fr.Coolt', 

■ art, w»th* 

. 1 ■ had any 

knowledge whatever of the manner m which! kept accounts at Mr. 
Coutis's. *' ,i - .• t • *! * * * , I ( 

^Q.' Whether the destruction pf the b°<Asof accent by \m v,a> ittpj- 
lated in the lease for a uypuxposv* of concealment, or any to LvJ 

JJelwUe! • '■ : V / -■ 

A. I had not Lord Mth die’s interest to cjntcrJ_pIau‘'1 A l * e * t * c * 
strojed the boohs?* “* <S / .... ~ 

^ Q. Iladjou any money traasactiotfavith Mr.FproK ^ 

* A. r have- had opvdcrable-traasnrionj with Mr.'St »cu ^ * 

"q Were anv one of these tisnrytw»sco.«imn«ot*» to L**a » 

oifeas ct eh the k-sr bc'neht derived ti» l U» liMds&ip «**;"» ( 

t A. I .lotiut bActrJtar Lrjd M.l.lHt M tbt .nuW ^ 

„:y (RwnclioiM »it/i Mr. 0”] be <!«(>/. -"I ' 

tlciiv. .a— -i. . - „ 
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The office rekrncd account* every fortnight” to the diflcrcnt'kurd*, 
fa •which the balance of the Treasurer WaV Stated, and they were rfcguUriy 
made acquainted with it. . 

Mr. Plomer said that he did not recollect any other question 
yrhich he wished \o put j but probably in so extensive an examina- 
tjoli ?opie mighf afterwards occur, which, he trusted, the Court 
■would have the goodness to permit him to put. 

Mr. Whitbread. Tf>e Manager? Ii^vc mapy questions to put 
on the re elimination w # 

Lord Chancellor. “ What length of time w ill they require s ,r 
Mr. Whitbread. ** I do not know, my Lord. 1 * 1 
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a re ' .fpp f oa cver rKt,rc fr ° m ^ Mel v lire any n»r «y •rticb Mflj'l 

A - 1 *>"« received money from lord Jlclnlle, but I do col reeclleet 
ever having given his Lordship a receipt- 

Q. To vrhat amount were the «ms winch passed from the rajmartet 
4o the Treasurer? v * 

A. I have only an impression on my mind* that* I have received cor. 
sidcrable sums from Lord Melville, but do not recollect tljc particulars 
pf anv . 

Q. Thedast questiorf applied (o payments made to Lord Melville? 

A. I beg to have the question repeated, si I misunderstood it. 

Q. Did you ever pay to Lord McJvjlIc personally any sums of nwacy^ 
xvhitij required a receipt from Ins Lordship} ' * i 

* A- i do not think I tier paid any suing so large as to rccuutc a receipt,) 
excepting that l pare? hts salary. In one instance, f jma Au Lordship 


^ . . , _ .. T presented 

it for his sigmture, no doubt he signed it; bat I do not recollect the 
particulars. . ~ 1 , »V 

~Q You stated that Lord Melville was inattentive to his private affairs. 


3n the corny: of signing' ‘ 

"AVI did. 11 , 

'■ ' Q ° Di d Lcr4 Mc)» ill* «ga thrt’i ? , 

3 A 1 . I do rot recollect any thtrg to the contrary. 

QVWas the bond which was stated yvstefds t tn have been given Lf 
4000). in an early part of your connection w.tb l l ic'lrej>un.rof the Navy, 
given up or hipt by you? f 

. 1 , f believe it was givtn tip and destroyed, it is so traiy )«n a s *i> 
that I do Lot recollect exactly iilut became of it , t believe it '•- 1 8 ,rin 
up ’ , 

"Q Upon what occasion was it given to Lord Melrll'c? 

A From payment* having been made upon that account which cx» 
cudultlyt JOOOj. hi which case I did cct tldni it vr.s pmp<r «q» 

Q Was the ’account st-ted and balanced ae^craMjr at tie 
time at which the bond was given up ? 

‘ ‘ collect that It was. , v 

■ ■ ■ the «v count current bf a *Un, m 

1 which *uti firmed the fed ty.* u 
of that account, v% as still au open account cum nt a the t.ue the 
was given up* • 

* Q. \\Vii Lbrd Mi Mile gave ordmer directions tn v ou to pay trottr 
on his account, djd.be spi^fj at all out of what fund Jhot R»f */ w.i » 

^AM^o iict-rucuHfct any ibsunec la «htth lA Ltrd.Up \o u *t U * 

Q tt** 


■uoijtnqs 

UO ‘ r aj|TA|»pi pjo'j tpiM. TIOlirSJDATJOO Am p]oq jSAono.t piQ 
•-ssDtnjjEq pouncpun 3174 mo^pairds uooq oxt!i[3t|9ft»«6»dtrt5jsumoji3 asa.q-j 
aopun.pspuuurop jsao oqPPH P Jcr L uuqj tuns aopioaS :tphtu v. su 'soup 
jooauajaoAuooaip q^AipoiajJDpiT joaoti 41 asnuooq ‘pip usaou j -y 

qijnnoooK <453173 r.qi 04 cpatjjuospjcAucnJu kcaa 4uq4 urns 
Am jo.3prqiuSEUi.3in uodn soinjjpuoujoj £iiu oquiu joas no£ piQ •£) 

•pB 3 ; rqirt|^. 

**xpv p 3 AEAV SBA 4 4 | piIU ‘uOUSsnl) 3^-03 p 33 D 3 fq 0 JOUIOJjJ MJ/\J 

<}uno3DC ")S3i[3 otp'iio sjinboj oj uosoqo pcq sq Xououi jo runs auc 
uoj opiAjojAj p.toq pqop 0.4 pimoq jjosano.C pjSnoip oyuq no.C ppioj^ •£> 

'qons su 41 pajapisuoo 7 ■ y 

< osodjnd pq? joj.uo.C 05 oqiAjojq pjoq uiojj pticumioD uj* 

, bjnpu oip) ui ‘04 Suipu 34 p aioh.oju noA qoii|A\ uoptsinbaj 4i;q4 sr v \^ •£) 

qoofqns oqj uodn jjn 40 3tn ijiiav uoprmiqdxo auu 04 
JSimuoo pioipi.A ‘piud oq ppioqs inns v qons 4nq4 ‘jtsjtnbaj XqujouoS dins 
'-pjo'j sijj ’SUIJ04 jujouoS ut jo.wsuu ajuo os[u uoqsonb slip b; tub 7 ‘y 

punoDsu jotpo iCun 

04 popqop oq 04 51 poqstoi outajoji; pioq uotpw ‘no.( 04 poqtjosop sjojaq 
2 Xvay oq4 ui po(]iJ3sop uopuajiddu jo 3710111 J.npo Am ojoq4 sr. y \\ 

quo-uno 4tinODDU oqjp *y 
i p34tq3p Xoticut 4rq4 sua\ ‘jjosjnoiC 
pus ofirAjoj^ PA07 U33A\4oq pouodo oq 04 p.-qiqs -oaui] no£. sumiodou oa\$ 
3 b 3 i [4 jo qjujAY 04 ‘noA 04 P 3 ADAU 03 uooq j)Cq jsonboj tpns uoq^ •£) 

. ’ . •sour.’ JUJ3U33 cm quads .(;uo j 

•spmiqsiq 04m nutr.3s4uou1.Cud sr sou; 14 qons 7141114 ‘sums sSjuj ojoay uiopjos 
jCot|4 i unis c 1747 as unq ojupouuuooov. 04 otn poisnnboj oq uoissojdmt jcqj 
aopun pan ‘tirosoAtoonj 04 poioodxo oq qoji|.\Y sniuom jo uopmiujdx? un 
o)ut .104110 X|quqojd pjno.v» diqspjo^ stq .Cts 7 suuo) p.-’.innS ysoq; ui 8ui 
-quods ui pun qunonoi; 4;;q4 uodn soouvqsiunojp juoaojnp .puoiiu osjiiodjo 
ppio/A soDiaqsuuujjo jujjopiip su 'sui.i04 7rJ3tioS ut quods .{7110 uuo ] ’y 

t 4 MOJJ »3 

junoDon siq ut poiiqop oq 04 uiiq 04 poourApu AOtioui jo urns uiu 4 J 33 u 
potpiAY oq 41:174 410141:11174111 tip noA 04 aoaiioo joao apa\ .Cuu n; jo ‘ 4 SoS 2 ns 
opoiu Xuts JO sjuoav A'-UU Aq 5 MIUPIM P-IO'X P!Q *t) *pu,uq 4 jq^i *Jjq 

•uoussnb 

/juu;uj|{3jd c 4nd 01 sjoScueui otjj poatsop J0{pyuv’tj3 pjo'j oqj, 

( . > . j piojjnn jijmoodE 

5174 ut 7)04|qop /ouout o/.utf 04 pot|s|A\ oq j)004sjopun noX 4uq4 oan4 oijj 
ju noA Suissojppu- pun Sutquods 40 ojiotti jo jounuta stq sua\ Juij^y *?> 

, ’ -pip dtqspjcrj stt[ oaioduoo J jouuuut uj -y 

, ’ i .CttA\ J0tj4o 0174 JO 

otio ut junoooc stif 4tqop 04 ojoa\ no.C uo t|a\ no.( 04 uorjuoijddc jo opoui stq 
nt tioj4Duj4Ftp Xtiu aquui joao ojjtAjojq pJu'J p]Q '^) T^H^MAV ' J j^ 

•uotjsonb oip 04 pojoofqo joiuojj *jjaj 

1 j 4miooDu jsoqo oqj 

ut p.-qiqop oq 04 Aotiouj potjst.w oq uoq.w soum oq 4 4 U pun ‘ 4 uojjn 3 4 unonou 
»q4 vj util] 04 jnqiqo]) oq 04 Aotiotu jioqst.w oq uoqA\ 5^011174 oq4 ju ‘noX 
lio\4uoi\ddu %077iA] t >jq pjo'j jo opoiu 0174 in oouojoj^p .<uc oaoqjsu^ 

\ 


*661 


200 * 

■ situation «Mch you held in the Navy Pay Office, nptWsitc of veer 
mink lor having been placed in that situation i * 4 

4tr. Pto'raer stated that this question relate, !■ to pcrlcctlv 
matter, and Mr. Whitbread waved the question. 

Q. Coiild any body have! drawn" the moncj from Mr. Coutts which 
vras placed there by \ou> except ybursclf, or ionic jfcrsoa vested with \«ur 
special authority? . .... . *, , 

A. It appears to me that this is a matter more for Hit determination 0/ 
Mr. Couttb tlian mjself ; 3iul I do not know what Mr. Coutu would have 
done under the circumstances of a person unauthorized presenting a 
draft. . * « 

Q. Supposing any third person, unauthorized by jou, liad presented a 
draft for pav mint by CouU«, and if Coutts bad debited jou ui jour ac- 
tuunt for such unauthorised payments by him, should jou have com.cn ed 
Jlc. Court* had acted honestly or properly bj juu J » 

A. That depends cntircl) upon the circumstance* which had accora- 
jpatiiul the transaction ; I should certainly think, that Mr. Coutts bad 
done me a favour bj granting it to certain people under certain situations, 
Vriieti l should have been verj much surprued at it in other s'tuaUou*. 

Q. Could any body have received jour money from Mark Sprott, 
AhgU'tus JJnd, and others, unless voted with jour special authority, ex* 
ccpUnij v ourself? 

at. t concuvc the same answer to apply to this ease, that f hire given 
to the Case Of money demanded from Mr. Coutts. 

Q. Could any body have had the power of selling or changing t! c 
Securities taken by vou for public money, unless specifically apprize! 1 
by jou? . 

A. Air. Thomas Wilson had a general authorit) from me. < 

Q. Had any other person ? 

A . I believe not ; l do not recollect any other. 

q. s : : ■ ■ : . •. n . = . - ■ ■ ■ •' * 

him u . : i ■ 

taken bj j — .... : . t ■ • » * 

.A. None. 

' Q. Did Lord Melville repay the money to jou with which i‘CMf. fj>t 
India Stuck in 119J was purchased, or did that money form a juit of (1 ? 
account current between you, till the final ilu»cof that account i.t the je.r 
ISOofthe ltast India Stuck bought being COQOl and the purchase l-omy, 
10001 .? 

A. I ■ 1 

ahd I bi ... 

made upwiiuuk-w.vuu.v ...s — r"- — - — t 

" , . . , i anry apprapnattd by 

* A. I *lo njt recollect any. * ‘ * . r 

O. If all the money had been according to the utMwr.l c/ tf e tUfft 
the kite, and such an impotable event had taken ptac* is the fa. 
lh« flank, should >uu Use considered vuurxlf iesp*tti!>> fvrf l * : 

, , h It in the Uait* of Eaglaud, according to the act U 
A. I should not . ... i 

A.‘ And U M«n. CoUt* tad become iotelirtt, ihcu.d j*j * *** 
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Q 
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* A 
Q 
A 
Q 
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How much by the other? 

1 c3nuot teU *** much, because it came into m> band*aUif««4 

a it as n uch *s 5000J 
No, it was aicL 
Was it «.s mach 30001 l 
It imj bt, but 1 do not know 
Are vou in pos tssion of aii) landed property f 
1 ^ u 

Js J-or J Vthille acquainted with that fact i * 

l believe lie is 


Q " a * &<■ acquainted with the fact a* the tune *hc acquisition of 
landed pro} ertj took place, or thereabouts > 

A l purchased inj land at four or five different times. I do not know 
that hts Lordship was acquaint' d with each different purchase 
Q \\ *i» Lord Mchilk generally acquainted that sou had become a 
nnn of 1 1 ithd proper!) m Scotland J 

A 1 1 resuwt he was for, Jthough it is not 3 great pure! asc, ) ct it is 
not s> inn nificant as to base i-*capi 1 his Lordship’s notice 
Q Wlut do >au couceivg to be tin. amount of jour property at tins 
jfionunt? 


\ I had oedanon, about a ) car ago, to make up a statement of m> pro- 
ports , and at that time I valued it, at what I qonsidiredto be a very fair 
valuation, at about 51,0001 or j2,000l but it was so invested as not (• 
produce an income of more than 12001 per annum 

Q lias the olhee of pay master been tucreastd considcratd) siacc you 
were original)) appointed to it? 

A It has 

Q I o what amount 3 
A To the sum of S00) per-ndum 

Q, Did fhat mcrcasc'takc place before Loql Mclulk left theoficein. 
tj l jear 1300 » 

A It took place at the very time, I belies e 

Q Did it take place at tin. time or immcdukfy after Lord Melt ijh* kit 
the ofucc* > 

A I do not know whether the mst pa) mint of ni\ salary coaiatecceJ 
btfort or alien « 

Q Did it take place before lire ht of January, |S00> 

A I belieA. not 

Q V lather drafts upon the Hank of Fngland are in joor cilinut** 
edects a* valuable as drafts upou tin hou*c of Mr Court*/ 

A 1* depends upon who nukes tt C draft*, I take it 
Q hUpptMog alwaj*, tliattl e pcoo 1 who 1 takes th *e draft*, up a tl e 
one or the other, has eifcit* in ths hand* of that o »C» r other pen* u, 1 
that he doc* not exceid m drawn 3 ll 1 sut 1 for wl tc t 1 e has mo * 
Supposing you hare 10,0001 la lU Hank, and IV-'Xd iol*f hj; d> U 
Mr Courts, and ) on frert to give a draft to um pi rw » for 5-s. v *** 
ftank, and to another for on Mr Courts, si** Id tl * J 
draft on the dank would be answered as readily at tU dMt «> air 


Coutu * 

\ I .should certain!* tl mk It of equal sake 
L) yoobasrslalcdin.mvrcrtoa quo Urn u^sn t h< ft ”-*'**; " • * «■ • 

oftlek-ncd cmtnifl, whoaAelyauo! -*!<rtV Sa»y l*J r * 

i.e-- tii. »Ji (ojj.-uri-ijai •fnii.iftejiI~.jJ.3r''>-->-'’-' > 
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^ Haw much by the other? » 

l cannot tell ho* much, because it came into my band, at duTcrcU 


Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 


Ua it as much as 50001 
No, it was jiot 
Was it -s much *0001 } 

It mi) be, but I do not know 

Are sou in po»c<oton of any landed property i 

I i n 

Is Lor 1 Mels tile acquainted »dh tk*t fact t 
1 believe he is 


Q \Sas he actpmnicd with the fact a*' tie tune *hc acqumtioi of 
landed property took place, or thereabouts » 

^ t r " 1 * . I do i ot know 

that Ins j mr 

Q ]} ' 'i had become a 

man of p ^ 

A I prtauiw Ins was fer, although it is not a grc-tpercbaie, jet it Is 
not so in mnitican* as to hue escaped tut Lordship's notice 
Q U hat do sau concuss to be the amount of your property al Uu 
ifiomuiW 


\ I had occasion, about a y ear ago, to make up a statement of my pro- 
peitj , and at that time I valued it, at \% fiat 1 considuvd to bea srr/ fair 
\ ablation, at about 5l,OOol or o2,000\ but it was so minted as not to 
produce an income of more thou 12001 per annum 

Q Has the oQ ice of pay master been increased considerably since you 
*crc o igmally appointed to it? 

A It has 

Q io "what amount 1 

A To Use sum of 8001. per sndnin 

Q, Did fha( mcrcasCtakc place before Lorjl MiUilIe left theofice in, 
the year ISG0? 

A It took place at the very time, I Utilise 

li Did it take place althe tune or wimiduUlj alter I<ord Mdulhlrd 
the ofucc ‘ 

A I do not know whether the tirst payment of ms salary coaiairncrd 
before or aft m , 

Q Did A take place before (he 1st of January, 1S0O? 

A 1 bc)iev\ uot 

Q Whether drafts upon the Rank of rugtand are In sour citmut(v» 
cflects a* valuable a* drafts upon tht JmU'C of Mr Ct otl»i 

A 1' depends upuu w|>o makes the draft*, l take it 

Q buppo mg jiv>a>s, thalthe person s»l » etako th j*c drafts, bj*-o 0 a 
one «r the other, has effect* in the ban 1» ol that «t i r othtr pnv «, *>>J 
that hi docs not exceed in drawing tic tJta f r w*kh le battrtut 
Supposing you hate 10,0001 In lie Hat>k t aud tiV^Ql in i V ha d»s/ 
Mr Coutt»,"and. you t»ert to sisc a draft to mu. ytrw » fa VaVI ** tl* 
/tank, and to -mother fer 50001 on Mr Con t», »!-* H tin. * y*-t 
draft on the ilai k would be answered as trad ly as tie dr* t to Mr. 
Omits > 

\ I should cntainlv tl ink it of equal *atue 

Q 'i ou base staled In «m«tr to a * t ut*tl«» upon ll t c< * 

of ll eli-ncd cmtr«l, wlo aike J yal *ts-tJ the N«*jr * *) v “* 

be-ure Used do leg yoor-payc-s. tmMp,f'ouC.**4 r*'^ 
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A I do not recollect that errr T 


1 ' 3? 

* , „ - - Sit 

- - -w w Hll i j/aymew Detow one pound? 

A 2 <|o not recollect that ever I did 

Q Did jou ever issue to an/ of (be tub eeceuntnuls . draft of to Jo. s 
sum as 10! for the purpose of lit being imncdutclj paid, one of the 
pajees having an immuhale claim upon that fund } 

A I do notrecoUect having done so 

Q Did you ever make payment* to the pavers of the Navy and V3c- 
tuzwflg Biils, excepting tArougd your snb-accounfanu t 

A. I do not think I ever did ' 

Q Did you when Taj matter of the Navy make your issues daily ta 
the sub-accountants > 

A, l generally did 

Q At what time m the morning did you actually take your teat m the 
office ? 


A, 1 be’icvc I was pretty punctual in my attendance at the office, al 
the office hour often o clock 

Q Did the sub accountants, upon your taking your teat, come with the 
balances regularly to you m the course of Office, with signed lists from 
the Navy Board for each day ) 

A. They generally did so but not uniformly 

Q Was it the practice of the Paymaster, at that time, to tune to the 
sub accountants drafts for the whole of the money which might be 
claimed under the assignment and list which was so sent from the Nary 
Office 

A I generally issued the full sum, unless I found that the Cashier had 
a balance in hit hands by which he could assist that payment. 

, Q. Did yoif learn from the practice of the office what was likely to be 
the demand upon the assignment* which might be claimed and 4 1 it of 
Viiatuas presented to you, and regulate your practice accord Qjly. 

A i did 

Q Did you continue in your office liable to be called upon by any sub. 
accountant to whom you had not issued a mtncimt sum in the n on in g 
till the l our at which the time of payment ceased in t'e .Nary Pay 
Office f 

A I either remained my self or left tome person •uUwoscd to cany 04 
th-t nait of mj dmv 

Q p,d you after Mr. Bathurst bad directed the removal of ti**** 
from CouttvN to the ICnk continue to regulate jour practise aadmooref 


payment by the s.m« practice * 

A. It dixs not slukc me that there wa* any coruderib e dcvUiw**. rf« 
ceptinc cm l» g a fuller »-u inti < norUns. than pet ha**« I 
dune if the account had remained a* Mr Co«tu * where I too »*«< 

recourse to a second sujidj 

Q Could \ou not have bid tvvoune ta * *c««4 *r ™* w * * 

upoa the Bank as r-tch -» if the c~«y had Uc* at Mr C-, -» 

A. ia-ldnut. 
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Q is U to bo or, do, stood that foods bad come ,oto soar bands whicfr 
rcforethattHne bait hcco carryim; a productive .Merest to Urd 

v 'O * believe the) 1 ad previouslj or a few dajs afterwards one of the 
pav meets nasi think upon a bill winch was not dilemma the day t made 
tltc pmehase, but I believe the bill had come into my hands previous to 
my making the purchase 1 

Q Ivon, it is wished to ash, at tlietinjc these valuable effects of Lord 
Melville s came into jour bands, in what state did the two aeco mts be- 
tween yourself and Lord Melville stand r and it is wished fir t to point 
your attention to the chest account, which you, in every instance, have 
t ited to be against Lord Melville? 

A I hope your Lordships ynll e\cuse me in reverting to what I said 
before, th«t l do nolfind the sum of 400QJ was specified 
Q V> as it not iOOOl from Mr Camcicn ? 

A. f do not recollect the circumstance 

Q l\ hfn any sum of money which you designated m the way you did 
ye terday came into your hand* with u huh sum, umpecificd as to the 
amount, ascertain sum pf stock was purchased, was Lord Melville's chest 
account in his favor or against him* 

A I believe the balance of the chest account at that time stood against 
bis Lordship 

Q Did the account current generally, or usuallv, or for the most part, 
during the tune it was open, stand against Lord Melvilh * 

A T 


Q r 

Bills, 

rmg to cue security ot the public money ia your hands were sou at any 
time during the periodyoil wero paymaster of the Navy a holder of a cer- 
tain quantit> of Navy Bills’ 

A I base held Navy bills during the time I was Paymaster 
Q Do you rrcollect that you were hold»rof a certain quantity of 
Navy Bills at the time v,heu they fell to a discount 1 

A I believe 1 held Navy Bills at the time they came to a d scount 
Q Did yod borrow a sum of money for the purpose of mahiug official 
payment at the time that Navy Bills wero so at a dpcount that sou m gut 
keep those bills unsold > * 

A As 1 concciv ed it to be Immaterial, whether I paid the publ c uralU 
by money taken out of one pocket or taken out of another, 1 certainly bor- 
rowed money at the time that I found I could not sill mv Naiy Bills 
without a loss • . 

Q Did that /act take place that you made that Loan ? 

A 1 have reason to think it did, although I do not directly recol- 


lect it 

Q Had the sub accountants of the Navy Pay Office accounts at 
Messrs Coutts s at the same time that you had your account as |’ay uni- 
ter of the Navy 1 

Q Wosit with your approbation, that they had such accounts f 

Q \\ as it atsoby your recommendation, that they had those acr 
accounts i 

A I believe ip moat instances it was 
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‘ Q ‘ p° you mem that he ™ charged 17631.' more by you than ht 
ought to have been charged? 33 1 nc 

A. 1 find from looking into Mr. Coutts’s hooks, the sum mentioned b, 
the honourable manager charged in my general account u,th Mr. Coulis 
in two different sums; one of 10001. the other nuking up 170)1.; and I 
dnd, in » hat 1 call a separate account, a sum charged to Mr. Duntlas ; 1 
Xmd that charged to the creditor the other accounts, by which l rectified 
the debit, which was wrong made in the first account. 

Q. Do you mean that yon are now debtor in 1,6*1. to Lord Melville 
mare than you thought ) on w ere when ) ou signed the release ? 

A. I do not mean to say so, I mean to explain that I debited Lord 
Melville in a sum of 10001. and in a second thosum of 7001. and odd. i 
drew a draft pa\ able to his lordship for those two sums upon my account, 
at Mr. Coutts’s, which X call m) own account. I afterwards wished to 

. r 


Q. Then notwithstanding this double entry, the accounts were such as 
you presented them, right and correct at last } 

A. The accounts weresoj but I apprehend the question led to shew 
whether all the sums that were charged, or appeared to be charged to Mr. 
Dunuas, actually went to his credit.' 

Q. But were the accounts at last confect and right ) - 
A. They are correct in substance, although the?e appears a greaftf 
sum issued to Mr. Dundas, than was issued to him. 

Q. Arc they correct in substance ? 

A. They are, 1 believe all my accounts arq so. 

Cl. When a draft was drawn upon the house of Mr. Coutij, the produce 
of which was to be paid into the public cash at the Bank, was not there 
alwaj s a distinguishing mark, such as A P, act of parliament account, or 
some other, by which you could distinguish on referring to y our account, 
that such draft was made for a public purpose ? 

A. I do not know of any such marks. 

Q. You were cross-examined by the learned counsel ) esterday, as to 
o particular mark upon one of your drafts of A P, or something of that 
sort * * , ' 

A. One of the accounts of the Treasurer of the Navy i* designated act 
of parliament account; and when I drew a^chcck, payable upon that ac- 
count, I would say payable to' act of parliament account, but it does not 
follow that I applied it to a payment on account of the account, though I 
gave it that name. 1 

Q. "Was that draft so drawn by you from Mr. Dundas’s act of parlia- 
ment account, specified upon it, money which you meant to apply to 
jour own private emolument* _ . 

A. It was not ; every particular sum that is drawn there is attended with 
particular circumstances, and I can give no general answer that that qua- 

X \ The learned counsel yesterday cross-examined, as to the accounts 
being kept up by the Ex-Treasurer of the Navy, and so forth; 
to your knowledge, you knew there was, during the Ucasurmiup jw uw 
Melville, an accountant's branch established iu the Navy ray uW»ce 

A, Ido. 


Q. W*% 
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Q What did >OT do With >t -when Lord Melville liad pi, diUo-iou } 
Jt mto tl” I)?nt' d ' tt0 lhC credltc,f llle account current, ini] then! pin) 
Q, Was not 20,4o2J 4s 5d paid, or fherpabotfts > 


The Lord Chancellor “ It does not appear tq me possible he 
pan be prepared to answer $>q mmutely ” 


Q Into what account at the Bank did you pav it, after rou had car* 
Tied it to your account current? 

,, which I had ou{ of 

tjie Ban Navy 

Q "iou acj- » i ' h regard to the last 

balances that were paid by Lord Melville, that there were balances duo 
bv T/» r d MpIviJJc upon tlie account current , v ere the balances actuary 


U j r * » , I - 1 

A I have considered the subject very much lately, and from that con- 
sideration I am enabled to speak 

Q Jn what jnannef were those balances paid by Mdwjlc 
joo> ... 

A Having tin* power of selling the whole of his Lordship’* stocks, I 
directed them to be sold, and they accordingly were either sold, or tlse 
the price of the day was allowed to me, and paid into the credit, I be- 
lieve, of Lord Melville's account, at Mr Coutts's riiey were paid into 
the credit, I believe, of Lord Melville’s account at Mr Coutts's If I had 
docu * frr> t T could make an accurate statement Jf tbq 

hono ", 

will r 

Q Do jou recollect so fir, as thatasumof so.ooui was p4iu i 
hands on account of Lord Melville by Mr Sprott 

A it ms mid either info im hands, or by Mr Sprott, into the credi^ 


of I* 
Q 

of 1-0 


1 


aid into ) our hands on apeount 


A l do not think the honorable manager has stated it perfectly cor- 
rect , that moncj was paid into the credit of mv accoyut at Mr Coutts *, 
being the produce of the salt, of Last India stock which l mentioned ves* 
ferdaj, by which a ejebt was paid otT which evivtul upon that stock of 
20 OOOl , the surpluj of it went to the credit of Lord Melville* account 
current with me 

Q M hat bcpainc of it after it passed tliroiigh the account current with 

^ °A I alwnj s p-nd that moncj infcj the Bank in liquidation of balance# / 
Iiad out of the Bank 

Q Did jou receive, or do jou know that Lord Melville paid an 
tlonil sum of 13,0001 in liquidation of balances at tlie Bank 1 _ 

* A That sum formed part of a greater sum which Dird Mtlville c nm 
topav into the Bank on his account, the other part of that sum Jwwa 
been mentioned , 19,0001 of the £0,0001 , or thereabouts, which wai turn 
tioned before, that formed the whole of the sunt I think that J rrttheif 
of Lord Melville to into the Bank, ^ ^ ^ 
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which the answer was, yon never did under the specific name of 
public money, or any money bearing that description , whether 
you leccivcj any dnections, m any way from Lord Melville, ' 
which Jed you to know, that Lord Melyille meant (he public mo- 
ney , fhat Lord Melville knew that it was public money which 
was to be so paid ? 

A I cannot swear so 
Q It is as! ed as to the chest account f 
A l certainty cannot swear so 

Q Do you believe tbatiord MehiHe knew that to be public money > 
Mr. Plomer objected to the question 


Q Did you rccqin such directions from ffprd Melville s you hare 
specified, which directions led you to debit Lord Mel iillc.cn the chest ac- 
count, and do you hnpvv Lord Melulle mc~nt those; directions to he 
for public money ’ 

A I did not Know it 

Q Did you alway s u^e public money w hen such order was gn cn > 

A I request the order lq be more particularly described before I can 
answ cr the question 

Q That sort of order which you described in the early partofvqur 
examination to day , to be more m the nature of a requisition, than a re- 
quest, whicji induced, you to debit him, in the chc»t account , did you 
always consider such a request as an authority for using the public mo* 
ucy > 

A I have already said, that I have placed them to the debit of tint 
account 

Q Did you, in tint case, always debit it to the chest account? , 

A I have already stated, that that was thq distinction I made, and I 
alway s did it ofr course 

Q, Did Lord Melyille evet'mahe any enquiry of you, after the indig- 
nant refusal which he had given to the proposition made by vou to him 
to employ a certaiu sum of niquey ip the purchase of Cast India block, 
upon which you were cross examined yesterday, did Lord Mnitlje* 
when he either re piested or required money to be advanced to nimby 
you, did he crcr asJ» you, in any one instance, whether yauco»n pro ate 


funds would supply that source? 

A I do not rccolfrct that Jus Lordship ever did As to enquiring into 1 
the particular state of my own private fuuds, J do not think. Lord _Mcl- 
vjlle ever did 

Q Did he ever make any enquiry of \ou, whether m making such ad- 
vances, you were trenching upon the public balances 1 

A He never did , » i 

Q You stated, that the chest account was regularly delivered to Lora 


A It wa? at different p?no Is, but not Sl> frequently a? I delivered th* 


made by Lord Mctv die upon your 


med my accounts tn n»y prc*« cc w mi* 
D jU.ly, as to enable him to make objections. 

Q Did he ever In fact objeef to them % Q 

\ Iltnevtrdid K 
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stoci, and receive the dHMemls; it is wished to know whether this fiowir' 
of attorney fur the sale anil transfer of stock, and receipt of dmdcndr M! 
in the usual and common farm of such powers of attorney 3 
' A * J ] vnow nothing to the contrary ; but do not know that I eversaw 
any ; I fancy it u as taken by my banter, but I do not know ; I certainly 
never read it. > 


Q. Do jou recollect an advance of money for the India Stock, for 
Messrs Coutts, when jour account was so low, that jou were obliged to 
draw from the Bank a particular sum for the purpose 3 

Mr. Plomer objected. - * . f 

Mr. Whitbread waved the question. 

*Q. As jou were a good deal cross-examined with regartf to thestate of 
the balances, in and out of the Bank, whether by any information upon' 
which you can depe.id, or any recollection that jou have, or in any wav, 
you can state to' the court what the difference between the Bank account* 
and the office was at any time, or times, jou were paj master of the Nary 
under Lord Melville ? 

A. I cannot state it from memory. 

Q. Could you, by consulting any document, swear to that fact? 

A. I Ime documents in the hands of the honourable managers, by 
which 1 think lean ascertain it. 

Q. I wish those books and documents, to which the witness refers, o 
be put before him ? < 

Lord Chancellor. «* What arc those documents, by which, if 
you rcfeF to them, you shall be able to give that answer f” 


A. They arc books which I kept as checks upon the public accounts, 
but no part of the public accounts ; I believe they arc called balaqco 
books. 

Mr. Whitbread. Q. Was this book Ijing before jou, and were the 
others, to which jou have referred, kept by j ourself when jou were 
Paj master? 

A. The greatest part does appear to be kept bj' myself. 

Q. Is any part of that book in jour own hand writing? 


A. It is. 

Q. How long did jou continue to write in those books ? 

A I cannot state that with anj accuracy, but I have written very Iittlcf 
in them for many years, having been deprived of the use of my hand, 
from which I cannot write. • _ 

Q. When you ceased to be able to write j ourself, who kept the books 
for jou? 

A. Principally Mr. Thomas Wilson of the Pay Office. 

Q. Have jou*exammt.d these books so written by Mr. Wilson? 

A. I base bestowed upon them all that exammat.on which I have 


thought necc'sarj. 

Q. From those books can jou 'peak to the account ? 

A. It depends upon the questions that may be asked me from these 

k0 Q. ! Thc question is to a particular period, the 3 1st Aosust, IHjj " ll ” 
was the out-standing difference at that time in the Nasy Pa, office) 
you know what, on the Jlst August, 17Sii, was the dulcicncc bctw.ea 
the office balance, or that with which the Trawler was cbarjtil aad lie 
Bank balance* 
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'dim!''. T'W- Eefer l ? Ma * 3ut - 1,50 ->' «« ft «= not ttta a 
tjiilerent subject to the same explanation of 64,8001. ? 

- A. The statement is accurate. , * '» 

MWML 31St - 0f MarcL ' 170:l ' ' ,heliicr lhcre '™ «*'» of 
A„ There appears to be that difference., t , f 

Q - “* h S ? ,st of 0ctob,:r . ™, wke«>« there «, not the sum 

then of 1 15,0001. difference, subject to the same explanation? 

A. There appears to have been that difference existing at that time. ‘ 
Q.. Refer to the 30th of April, 1794, was there not then 101,4251. j? s ’. Od. 

' A, That appears also to be correct? < 

Q. Refer to 28th February, 1794, was there not a balance of °0f> 875! 
17s. 9d. ? 4 . J j * J * 

A. There was. , 

Q. Refer to f he SOth of April, 1735, was the balance then 310,325b 
17s. 7d.? * i , } 

A. The account which I hold in my hand differs twopence. ' 

Q. It is 17s. 9d.? , 

A. That is right. ‘ , 

. Q. Refer to the 3 1st of March, 1796, was not the balance 194,5001.? 

A. That appean to be correct. . * 

Q, On the 29th. of February of the same >ear, was it not 216,8111, 
11s. 2d.? - , 1 ; . 

A. That also appears to be correctly taken from these books, 

Q, On the 30th of June, 1797, was it not 281,7591. 5s. 5d.? 

A. That appears to be correct. 

‘ . Q. On the 30th of September, 1793, was it 222,5001. ? 

A. That appears to be correctly taken. 

Q. Qn the 30th of November, 1799, was it 223,0001. 0s. 2*d. ? 

A. That appean to be correctly taken also. 

Q. On the 30th of April, 1800, the month preceding Lord Melville** 
quitting the Navy Pay Office, was there not the sum of 344,5001.1 , , 

A. There appears to be that difference between the books. 

Q. It is wished to recal jour attention to the 30th of December, 1790; 
was not the balance then struck, and no difference appeared f » » 

A. The balance was struck, and no difference appeared ; but some c.\« 
planation may be necessarj' upon that. . > 

Lord Chancellor. Q. Give that explanation. 

A. That this balance may not accurately bare been paid up, in the 
Bank books J have taken in the balance the drafts l may have drawn upon 
the Bank, and which might not have been presented ; l do not know whe- 
ther there were any such, but if there were they were taken into my 
balance. 


Mr. Whitbread. “ My Lords, I beg leave to say I can prove 
the balances every month down to lbOO, and indeed larger ba- 
lances than these balances, but I only take this mode of ascertain- 
ing things, as most convenient. I am not aware that I can add 
any thing to the. re-examination, I do not think. I have asked a 
single question which docs not refer to the former cross-cxainma- 
tion, if I have, the learned counsel will point out where it is. * 

Mr. Plomer submitted, that he was entitled to re-examine the 
■witness upon any new matter which bad been examined 
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Office?' " Utt lh ' Qri! ' r ° f Co ’ une > 1 ’ directed to the Navy j>ay- 

Sir Stephen CotUrel teas sxcorn, and examined by Mr. If'bit- 
• 1 dread. » t ; t < 

Q. ( What Is the book before •you ? * ^ ‘ ! 

A. A volnme of the council Registers. ‘ , l 

Q. (s there in that book at. order, ilateil th-'oth of Auiuit )7S6, per- 
porting to be for the regulation of the Navy Pay Office 5 1 

A. There is. * • i i * 

Q. Hate you the memorial upon which that order in council was 
founded? , 

A. I have. <• 


The counsel for Viscount Melville admitted the signature o f his 
Lordship to the said memorial. 

' The same was read from the register of the Privy Council as 
follows : 


u THS MEMORIAL 0? HENRY DUNDVS r 

, V To the King's Most Excellent Majesty in Council, 

M Most humbly sheweth, 

“ That the office which he hath the honour to hold, as Trca~ 
11 surer of vour Majesty’s Navy, was settled by an order of King 
** William in council, the ‘25th day of- May 1 G 91 ), since which 
“ time the business of the same has been greatly augmented, and 
•* many additions made to the establishment. It has'hecn regulated 
tl by a late act of parliament founded upon the reports of the 
** commissioners of accounts, and the mode of conducting it a!« 
<» tered in various patticulars. Your memorialist is satisfied that 
** these regulations will be attended with the most beneficial 
** consequences. With this view, his duty to your Majesty and 
*• to rhe public has actuated hint to give an attentive consideration 
“ to the whole conduct and establishment of the office ; and in 
*• full persuasion of being able to execute the business of it in a 
manner consistent with the fate lcgulations, he most humbly 
** presumes to submit to your Majesty's approbation an artange- 
i* ment of the whole, calculated upon principles of real tsconomy* 
“ and formed upon a system to expedite with dispatch the various 
« branches of the department entrusted to his charge. 

•* Henry Dundas.'* 


The arrangement was then stated, hut being similar to the jub- 
*" sequent paper, entitled Establishment of the Navy Pay Offitc.'ne 
have not inserted it. . 

The clerk of the court read the order in council, founded upon 
this memorial, in the following terras: M . 
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~C Vl Braitch 

C 

L o 

r irst ledger coprer ~~ v , 

Second ditto 

Aslant 1 q t | lc ci.hVJfOT mymV bills' sn 

Meluhllitig branch 

ofSls f . V,ClUa!1,Dg ,oratteDd,H S lament 
Chief clerk for ditto. 

.Jiedger writer ... 
ifirst ledger copier 

Second ditto 

Asssistaiit to the cashier for paying bills 

Accountant’s Branch 


< 



Inspector's Branch. 

Inspector's oT seamen's wills and powers] 

of attorney L 00 

Assistant to ditto — « m$o 

Messenger * »-/ 75 

The seven clerks at 901 per annum toj 
be allowed also twenty shillings a week 
for every Week they stuff actually attend, 
the seven at 8 Ql. to be allowed fifteen] 
shillings per week , awljbe i/nee at 701 
to be allowed ten shillings in the wmc 
manner ; the weeks which they shall ac. 
tually attend to be certified to the navy 
board by the paymaster, who are to make 
put bills for the same uoder the head o( 
additional salaries. All travelling a»d 
Oliver incidental c'tpfcnces arising in the 
of5«, to bt paid out of monies im| icsic J 
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Mr Morris. “‘OiT the part of the managers I hit e~to propose 
to call a witness to shew out of sWtat fund certain monies that had 
been spoken of were paid. It will appear they weie in fact paid 
out of monies lit the hands of Mr. Ttottei, and applied to the ad- 
vantage of Lord Melville, as they operated to reduce sums he had 
Over-drawn. t 


Mr. Robe 1 1 T rotter nas svorji and e rammed by Mr. Morris. 

Q Aro you not a writer to the Signet, and brother to Alexander 
Trotter, the last witness ? 

A. f am. 1 j t i 

Q. Did you m the year 1787 receive any directions from jour bro- 
ther, Alexander Trotter, to pay any money cn account of the'nobla 
defendant, mto the house ofSir William Fo.hea and Co. and Mansheld 
and Co t 

A. I did. * ^ 

Q Did you pay the»surus into the hands of those persons, and what 
were the sums ? ' j l ' s 

A. I did pay them. * 

Q 

A. " Ramsay, and Co, 3,374-1. 

Q a , - «-nd? t 

A. A letter from my brother to me? 

The managers for the Qomraons stated that it was a letter 
which was in evidence yesterday, from which Mr. Alexander 
Trotter refreshed his memory. t i 

The witness said. 


a, or only 


* _ , , . wwiVvv. . v . y nooks. 

' Q. Arc those books by which you refreshed jour memory, books of 

your own keeping? 

A They arc books written by my own clerks. 

Q. Arc they not jour own books? > 


Q. Ha^V you any doubt of the fact of hating paid the suras f 
Mr Adam Q Whether these books arc m his own baud anting i 
A. No, in the hand writing of ray clerk. , 


« JAy Lord, I submit that the witness cannot refresh his memory 
from these hooks." 

The Lord Chancellor. Q WliM i> that paper? 

A. Au account between my brother aad rat, dated tin. 3*« «* 
December, t7 87. 

Q. Is that account signed by y out 

Q. tbit account contain the suma in qnKtion* 

A. I have no doubt but the fart u perltctly caact, bucavJ- » «“ “ 
account funusUul by tnysUf. q_ 
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2 id J L ? rd Mel « 1Ie M<=P an accmtot »ilU you! 

A. He did, and he does stall, ' 

A ' It w"* aCC ° Unt “ ‘ W “ Sa '" St the Dobl ° dc&ud “» 

if tlie practi f c of jaur house to charge with the payment of 

Sfh you tt r ho“^r CT a '’' , ' 0r ' by a " y pC, “ U 

A. It is. ' 

Q. Frdm Uiat being’ the genera] usage of the ho use, do you Mine 
that Uiat was the bourse unfa respect to Lord Melvilloi 
A. It was. I * > : t ' 

Q. Were tho' accounts of Lord Melville with youc house mrulirhi 
transmitted to him ? , • 6 J 

A. Our general practice is, to. transmit the accounts at the end of 
the year; and Lord Melville's accounts were sent. I will not posi- 
tively say they were sent every y ear, sometimes they* might he omitted: 
but in general our practice is always to send the accounts. 

Q. Was any objection ever made by Lord JVIeKillo tothc$um of 
2,0001. being charged over and above the sum received? 

A. Not that I ever knew of; and I believe lie nude none. 

1 Q. Was any objection ever taken as to the second 1,000). in 1780, 
as well as 20001. m 17 bJJ? 

A. No, not to my knowledge. > • 


Cross examined by Mr. Adc\m . 

Q. Whether all the Jotters of your correspondence which you 
with Lord Melville have not been transmitted to the managers, and 
bow long ago? » 

A.' In July last we received a requisition frpm fbe Committee of tho 
Impeachment to transmit copies of the letters, and copies of the ac- 
counts, that should relate to Lord Melville’s accounts from the ycqr, 
1,78k to 1800, those copies were all sent up,U> the rwmigera at that 
period. ) There are many other letters, which did not relate to those, 
accounts, wljjch of course vvadid not take any notice of. 

Q. Have all the letters which relate to tho accounts on both Sides* 
been transmuted ? 

A. I certainly believe that copies of them liavo. 

Q. Either individually Irom you, or from v our house? 

jft. Yes, 

Q. Have all the accounts, or copies of all the accounts, bqtwrcri 
jp iu and Lprd Melville, during all the time bis Lordship has dealt with 
your house, bccnWransraUted to the m in igcrs ? 

A. Qnly during Jdje period included iu the requisition; from UW 
to 1 800 they have all been transmuted. 

Q. Were those likewise transmitted' in the month of July last l 

A. Not all : the first requisition of ti e honorable manager* went 
from 17S4 to 1S00. Wc afterwards received a letter from Mr, V> lut- 


bread, wishing to have two years farther bach, stating that the Corn- 
ea had made a mistake. We wrote, tlwt w.tbuuta fresh only, ** 


outteq had made q mistake., 1 
„60uld not with propriety send then?, Ml.vu thatordpr c*’.u * 

. . , wc thought wo toutdbai® 

. .. i mo former * ,a ‘* *** 


q. Mh-.iUx 


mi 
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Then Mr. James Mansfield k<jj saorn, and examined in fir. 

i Moi 1 is. * ‘ 

atUdJrSr 11 10 10 ti,e t0Utt> ' ,teU,Cr 3° u ‘ are 001 “ «« 

j ‘ A. I am. , f 

, Q« Had Lord Melville any account with you ? 

A. He h id. 

- Q. Whetlmr in tlio year 1,'Sr Lord Melville was not indebted to 

jqur house? ( 

' A. He was. 

Q* }? a% a, ‘^ made into your house on account of Lord 

Melville in the year 1787, and to what amount ? 

\. Upon the 23d of July. * 

Air. P lomer. Q. Am those books in your own hand writing? 

A. Tiny are not. " 01 

Mr. Morns. Q. Have you any doubt of the fact of that payment 
having been made ? 

A. None. 

- Lord'3ChanceUor. l Q. By what means ore you satisfied of the fact? 

A. Prom referring to our cash book. 

\ Mr. Morns. Q His any account been delivered to Lord Melville, 
oi the (gents of Li rd Melville, of the state of his accounts with your 
home ? -> ’ * 

A. '1 here have been several deliv crcd to his agents. * 

Q. Was any objection theu taken to the accuracy of that account? 

A. None. „ * 

- Q Can' you' state the amount of the sum paid into the account of 
tLe noble lord, ) 

Mr. Adam: Q Did the witness deliver the account -himself to any 
agent to Lord Melville ? 

A. I did not. •* 

Mr Morris. jQ ds it the practice of your bouic to transmit such 
accounts lo persons keeping room > with you ? 

A (i t«. 

Q. MhulJ was 7 the state of Lord Melville's account iq the year 
I7i>7? 

Mr. Adam submitted that at present the managers were uot in 
a situation to give am evidence upon the subject. 

Q. \\ as the noble lord indebted to your houtc at that tune ? 

A. lit w ». 

J,oid ( lwn< »llur. Q. How do you know that ? 

A, tf lerr »g to our books. 

Q U it the u*- b e of your liouse to charge udercst ujkui the tveu 
that arc overdrawn for your customers ? 

A It ul«ay» is , . , 

q. Had L« ru MilviUe givrn auy securities wl ah were turn m tuq 
piftisMou of yiur louse, in i*sfia of which he was luble to I-J 

mif-itsi? 

\. ho l nth* r at that tune than a draft upon thi 1 « etc. 

Q Did the puirnm of these sums into the attaimv opj-nto to t - 
udjCCiuil ol the mu rm uhidi "Js W)->Ue b) LorJ -Mi-i III/.. I 
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Mr, Morris. Q. What was the nature of that security l , 
Lord Chancellor. Q. What is become of that security?. 


jx. The security was RoyaL Bank stock. , „ 

4 What has become of it? Does that security remain with your 
house ? 1 

' A. No, the accounts were closed several years ago. , 

Q. Do you Know of your own knowledge to whom fbat security was 
delivered - 

4. It was transferred back to Ins lordship. 

Q. Do you know that fact of your own knowledge t 

Lord Chancellor. Q. How do you know that fact f 

q! Do yoaknow it from ypor own knowledge, or from any entry jo 

y °A. Notfenfty^ *) an ‘ l «»** I ta* " ol !“"S ° f U ““ pt 

froth my books. . . 

The managers were informed, that a transfer of oya an. 

stock must be proved by the books of the comp y.- . 

Mr. Morris. Q. Was that account ever settled lefuecn ypur oesc 

and Lord Melville to your knowledge? - I 

Mr. Plomcr submifted that the Existence of an account has , 

UrfZh. Q- Has Lord MelyiUe at any time settled an account 
with you ? ’ ’ , 


Mr/Morns" ' Q. Did you settle .1 “ - 

tile’s 1 ' ' . . 

£ On'whatVound did you state a few mluutca ago, that you knew 
-prf Melville had settled ; b f ^“ t ,'„ c d by Lord Melvdlc. 
i„rc:;^ra\vS r ihe- vouchers, 

a- TI-y are “ ° ur rCp ° 51 '° for ,1,0 Common, would 

Mr. Morris Baled. oould get the vouebrrs. 

not press th.s part of • ^ V „ 0 n that there wa, 

C T5£. , 1 ' T ^ct about what Urn. that advaoe.^ 

Q. Whether you recollect 
f U Mr! Flomer. 

A. It is a copy of an account kept oy. , >, 

0 f Mansfield, Ilanuay, and Co. 
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Mr. Whitbread. Q \yhether the committee did not inspect jaar 
letters, and deliver back such as appeared to you, not to relate tq tho 
Recounts i 

A Yes, and gave a receipt for what they ke{rtt>*- , , 

Mr Plomer Q. What means of knowledgebave you of the faefcof 
the actual payment by Coutts and Company to Mansfield and Co. of 
those sums vou spoke of> “ > 

A. 1. never heard more of it, than afterwards, when Mansfield’s house 
gtv e me credit for those sums. 

Q Have yon any farther knowledge of that fact,, than its being con-* 
tamed in an account subsequently rendered? , j ^ 

A. Yes, I remember the truisaction perfectly \» el!. p 

1 Q, Did you ever see the money paid? 

A. No» I know no farther than getting credit from Mr Mansfield's 
house for that money. 

Lord Chancellor. “ Let thp books given in evidence be deli* 
vered in. , 
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A !>C ' n fW ““ y 5wts coailKt . eti tksl fa l ' 

G. Are ) on generally acquainted „,th lie inroad!™ of !he too«> 
A. i am. / * ^ » t * i 

Q. Do 5 ou know Mr' Alexander Trailer at being one of ilj customer!) 
A. I do. 

Q. How, many accounfa bad Sir. Alexander Trotter «Uh aou < 

A. Four or five. 

ti. ■. ■ ■ • 


•• « ;uu wjjuekj in jour hooks, to denote the agreement of such persons 
with the account 1 ^ nj *'i ’f~~ J c «' j t 

1 A. It Is ' ! ' 1 'Hi t 

' Q. Did-Mr.* Alexander Trotterso sign Jus name?” 

A. Iledjd.'’- / f i) 1 Jt ’ . ( i ' . 

*- - Q. Had lord Melville an. account with jqu? , ,, . 

' A. He had..q S'*’ t /<' t ,, 

Q. Had Jie a eppj pf his account vntji jpu delivered to him 1 
’ r A • He had. « t / t ■ , 

j * Q Has such transcript been signed by him > 1 * * ! 

ti-)A\ ft was sighed by him. 1 ' * 

* s 1 ' An account, \vas r hoc handed to Lord Melville, v. ho ’admitted,, 
t th* signature. It was tbcq put into the hands of tile witness. ( 

Q Is that the account so signed by Lord Mclulle? , * 
t ' A. Iti*. ,r . . ,s i j , j ' * s 

Q. i\Yerc vouchers of that account delivered to his lordship, or to ha 
agent V » i t s» \ , < i| M “ 

A. 7 hey were. < , 

Q. Who was Ins agent? 

A. Mr. Alexander Trotter. * 

Q. Was Mri Trotter's account sometimes overdrawn? 1 

A.flt has been so, - , . , 1 

Q, Do jou know if the credit side of .Mr. Trotter's account was in part 
•supplied from the public money 4 ' ’ 

' Ax It was supplied by drafts upon the Bank, on account of the <Trca» 
surer of the Navy . ' ‘ 1 1 * 

Tile question was repeated, and the witness said, that he had 
no doubt from the nature of the account, that the credit sidc { was 
contributed to by public money. 

Mr. Ploflicr objected to this, as evidence, not of fact, but o* 
conjecture. * 

Q. Hate you seen drafts o{ M» Trotter’s on the Bauk, foe the j> ♦T 0 * 
of increasing the credit side of his account i 
A. I base. 

Q. Arc (ho*e in passc^on of the witness? 

A. 1 hej arc not. ,, 

Mr. Whitbread. H We shall produce a person from tbe BMt, ,a 
{hew that the Juft; were delivered to Mr. Tinner. . 
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tt«c^.n h ^‘Z? re ° f Mr ‘ TreUer ' ‘ dmoti "S >* ^m«t ^ 

iA.,,Ycj, i,' ;< ' ’ ! 

Q, Is that Mr. Trotter’s hand writim ? ) 

A. lt-is n , I !A -.r, , , 

Q. Which of the five accounts is that ? * 1 * * 

4 It is, his account. 

l Q. Is it the longest account?’ ' ' ' I i - *’ 1 - 

A.^Byfar. • ' • « ** 1 t ’ r 


Q/'Have you In* that book, every- account which is not slimed hv Mr. 
Trotter? r in j , . v 

-■A/ None which is cot signed relating to him. , ,, 

Q. Are the balances struck upon the face of the book, or arc they 
what you have si ruck 3 ourself, on calculation from the books? 
v A. What I have struck myself from the books. 

~ < 2 - Did \ ou also 'eirike the balances in the hooks 2 > 

A. I did. ' 


On interrogatories to ffje witness, the following balance* 'were 
stated ; — m 

i - t Li s i. <f. 

In fa\ our of Mr. Trotter, on the 31st October, 1793, 7,265'. l 8 

Ditto ' Ditto ' * * 30th April. 175*, S.Wtf '7 10 

Ditto Ditto 2Stb February, 1795, «7,«I9'J6 3 ■ 

Ditto Ditto 30th April, 1795, 107,971 1 3 

Against Mr. Trotter-* -»* » 29th February, 1796, j 630 4 0 
Ditto Ditto ' 31st March, 1706,. 14,052 -4 Q 

Ditfo .. Ditto ' 31st August. 1795, 2,649 8 3 

MiV Plomer. “ The honorable manager is selecting the result 
ofihe accounts, but he is leadingtn 'a statement bf the (iqiticulars, 
The statement of the multifarious items which form tluse'balanv 
c?s, might make a material variation. Certainly, not having ex- 
amined these accounts, I am not prepared to shew in what tt may 
consist, I hope it will not be thought, iliac I interpose with ob- 
jections unnecessarily, but I must contend, thil,vrc arc competent 
to refer to each of the ■ 1 

compose them, if at a 1 

I only wish to have tn» a jsi »«.**/ 

1 he Lord Chancellor. “ You arc perfectly correct in ) our ob- 


to them as often as he pleases. . * y , 

Lord Ellcnborough, > “ It u competent to the learned counsel 
also, lo furnish other account!, if they wish lo call, tbcern H u:l ‘ 

"°The Loti Chancellor. “ There can be no poaiible aleubt of 
this." 
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, llie witness read an entry SOOOI. to the credit of AJesandtr 
Trotter. _ 

‘d/r. Chapman recalled . 

iQ. Are the entries of the tth of September, 1702, of yourwntlnc, or 
any of them ? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Do>ou find an entry to the credit of Mr. Alexander Trotter, in 
jour hand-writing on that day t 

A. Yes. i 

Mr. Whitbread, t Q. I wish now, that the witness should be referred 
to Mr. Trotter’s own account, but first, I will ash him, does he know if 
m 1792, Mr. Trotter had more than two accounts with Messrs. Coutts ? 

A. 1 think he had, but I do not know positively. ' ' 

Q Refer to the paymaster’s account on the 4th of September, 1792, 
and f desire the witness to calculate what was the balance of (his account 
on the niorniDg of that day, before the transactions commenced i * 

A. Mr Trotter was a debtor in this account 1021 IDs. 2d. 

Q. See fay a reference to the books, if there be any other accounts open 
excepting his own account, and the paymaster's account just adverted to) 

A. He had another. 

Q. What was it? 

A. His private account. 4 

Q, Wat did it consist of? 

A. I do not know. 

Q Read the entries in the book ? 

A. 1792 By balance 2 j, 000. 

Q. What »s the debtor side ? 

The witness here read the particulars of the account. 

Q. Was there at that time any other accounts with Mr. Trotter, ex- 
cept bis own, his paymaster's accounts, and his private account? 

A. There was, viz his account with Adam Jellicoe. 

Mr. Whitbread. “We do not my Lord, speak of this, be- 
cause we put it out of the question altogether.’* 


Mr. Edmund Antrobus recalled. 

Mr. Whitbread Q Will you open the private account and look at 
tbc item on the 4 th of September, 1792. 

A. It is before me. * .... 

Q Do you know what the entries are, relative to the 25,0001 you there 
sec to the credit? 

A. He is creditor by Robert Trotter. 

Q. Does that private account of Alexander Trotter’s relate wholly to 
the transactions with Mansfield, Ramsay and Co. Sir William korbes and 
Co and Robert Trotfi.r? 

Q. And this is independent of all Mr. Alexander Trottcr’i other ac- 


counts* 

A. It is. 

Q. Was this money upon bis own account ? 


A. Y«s. 


And 


5 
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Mr. Chapman recall'd. . 3 

Mf. Whitbread. Q 1 beg job to refer to 1737 m lord Melvill* jc- 
count upon the. 13th of January. > \\ hat do you fad entered there * 

A. A payment of oOOl. being the first pajment of file percent, iinon 
the Loy ally Loan. r 


The Lord Chancellor desired that, the , w itnes's would read the 
whole of the entry relating to that transaction, with which he 
complied. j 


Mr Whithrpad, Q, liefer now to an entry of the 17 th of March, 1797, 
in the annual account. 

A 1 find there under the date of the 17th of March, 1 /£>7, the second 
payment on the loan of 1000 1. i 3 

Q And what do you findon Apnl the 21st of the same year? 

A. A third pay meat, likewise of 1000 1. J 

Q f Opjhe 2d of June the third year, 'vhat do you find? 

A 'A fourth payment of the same amount, 15001. 

Q And on the 21 of July? 

A The fifth payment of 15 percent, 15001. { 


u - » " - - » ■ * 

A. There I find the last payment upon it, 30001 , less the discounl. 

Mr. Whitbread, “ Now, my Lords, I mean to shew, by a 
comparjson of Lord Melville’s and Air, Trotter’s account, th 3 t 
these payments to the Loyalty Loan were in pari from the latter, 
and of course from the public njODiea.’* 

Q Refer to the credit side of the same account, Hth of January, 1767 
A. Here I find, By cash receded of A Trotter, lOCOh * 

Q. The 25th of April of the same year* 

A. soool is credited by A Trotter. 

Q. Now look to the 7 th of June? 

A. There yind 1000) in the same account of Mr Trotter. 

Q Now look to the C9th of July? * 

A. By Alexander Trotter laOOl. 

Q And 1st of September of the same year? 

A. MOO*. 

Q And on the 27th September of the same year 1 
A 30001 on the same account. 

Air. 7) hitbread, Q Let the witness ca_t these items up, and «C « ‘kef 
do not tillv with the sum of 10,0001 paid for the Lay alt) Lean? 

■ * 1 

< , lO.OCCl ; COW cut ep the 

’ , . ) J.'tj wJ KX * hit 

it amounts to ? 

A. I find it to be the same as oa the other iide, lO,uOOL * 


Mr. 
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, ,” r - Pl0 ‘" er - , “ If 11 •«, intended (hat all (here stataratfs oi 
balances, should be entered as evidence on the minutes of your 
•Lordship, it will not be supposed that we concede to them, and it 

*f bl % c J?!”P etent u * to contest them at the proper time.” 

Air. Whitbread. « The managers of the Commons propose to 
pnt m the account of Lord Melville, to which they have had such 
frequent recourse, and m addition to this, the boohs themselves 
from which it is prepared : by which means, any of their Lord- 
ships, and (he learned counsel for the defendant will be afforded 
tne best opportunity of detecting any inaccuracies m the art- 
ginals.” 

Mr. Plainer. “ I want to know, if it be expected that these 
balances should be inuoduced on the minutes, as adjusted ba- 
lances ?’* 

Mr. Whitbread. “ Upon the subject of these balances, it will 
be perfectly easy for the managers of the Commons to give in 
evidence, item by item, the particulars^ of which they arc com- 
posed; and there is nothing that they desire more, than to give thq 
utmost satisfaction as to the accounts.” 


Duke of Cumberland. Q. Does the paper before jou contain the whole 
of the account with Lord Melville, or arc particular items excluded? 

A I belies e the whole. 

Q Can jou swear to the signature of Lord Melville subscribed to that 
account? 

A. The signature of Lord Melville appears here, but I cannot swear to 
it 

Lord Eldon. •* 1 understand the books arc sighed^ by Mr. 
Trotter, and this may be sufficient to fix thfcm as against him. 
"What I object to is, that by the form of the examination it would 
appear, that the witness is supposed to have gone through all the 
particulars which constitute these ultimate balances, when, on his 
own evidence, the fact is otherwise. The teamed counsel for the 
noble defendant will look at the items which form these balances, 
and they will have a clear right to put upon your minutes all thq 
particulars from which they are composed.” 

Lord Stanhope. Q. Take the balance paper m jour hand (not Lord 
Melville’s account) and inform the court if that account states the aggre- 
gate balance, on all the separate balances? 

A. These arc only the aggregate balances? 

Mr. Whitbrtfad. Q. Do not the papers contain the balances of each 
month, and also an aggregate of all the balances? 

A. They do. 

Q Were not the separate balances struck by yourself? 

A. They were. 

The next interrogatories applied to the art of the 23<1 of 'De- 
cember, 1796, by which the sum of 10,000k of the Lojalty Loan 
became i l,2b0l. The fust clause of the act was about to &c rca<f, 
but the court being perfectly acquainted with it, it was deemeu 
unnecessary. 


o s • 

saaoii queg; oq) sjjnoQ 'sjssspq jo osnoq oq) ohii pmd oqAV tios 
-lacl oq) seav xoq oq) ui avou sssiuiav aqj^ ,, •p-eo.iqyq^V *Jj/\r 

'pZflVOSA uoipivj umfpji 

lt 'uoqaT’3 tiiEiniM -m 
]BD3.t avou ipjqs I c pE3jqj oq) uo Ajjto oj, •j3]jeo.;oq poquo oq 
Xeui jo))ojx snnoQ 'jpq )Eq) §sq qnqs j qrtq ‘ssouum siq) jo juos 
-sjd }c suopssnb jotpaej Xuu qsc jou jjEqs j „ -pcojqjjq’^ -j]^r - 

'qOO)S Eipuj SEAV 3 J 0 I[) ‘S 3 _k "y / 

< osaij) sopisoq Aqjnoos joq)o Auu oaoip stq\Y ‘V> 

*SBAV )y *y 

c pops o)tn pouiEO jeqj se^ •£) 
■puSig oq) jo jodoo^j sn Ajejes SjdiqspJO) s;q 
pun ‘SEpunQ[ jjoqoyx jo Ajunoos jejojejjod oq) oq o) seav oaoqj, ‘V 

tUEoj spn Joj Aqjtiooe 

oqj o) sc ‘noA pun oqupj^ pjo*j uooAvjoq passed q'ntJAV ‘A) "MtioQ oqj, 

•)t jnoqe diqspjoj siq o) oqods j *y 
< °[[! A PTV pacj oj pojqns siq; tio jaqojj, jopucxojy \ij\t ptfe 
noA uooAvjoq passed jeqAv jo uoqeoiuruuuioD Am aqEui noA piQ •£) 

qou op j *y 

, < oseojoiii oq) jo ttqsedj oq) A\ouq no A oq •£) 

‘ 1000*01 SEA\ jt quiqj j *y 

• ■ • • ; prewar 

vjoq oq oj popmqui tuns jcutSt.io oq) seav n in 2 cun noA op jeq^ 'l> 

‘scav 11 qniqj asou ton op j *y 
i junome jcqj joj oq oj pnsoddns sAeavje q siv k \_ •£) 

•Acs ApAtqsod jouued j *y 
'1000‘cr JO unis 

SspojcT oqj oq oj poojswpxm saca\]E poAVOJJoq oq oj tuns oip sc ’X) " 

•pcq 1 -y 

;jooC 

»-qns oqj uo oj|i\pj^ ptoq tpiAv osjnosjojuj jcuosjocI Ann noA peyj ’^> 

•seav y - y 

c'’in A PI"C ptoq ptic osnoq anoA uooasj 
- oq ueoj sjqj jo ssouisnq oqj pojDESUCJ) oqAV uostod oq) noA oto^y 

* -OAcq I -y 

•|000‘Cl J° lunoun: otj) o) ‘osnoq jnoA 

Aq 0|}iApj\r p.!07 o) pooucApe ukoi v jo oSpojAvouq Auc noA saeix 't> 

•seav J *y 

iOOSI JeoA oq) o) snoiAOjd os noA ojo \y -^> 

•lUE j *y 

< s))no3 ’sjssoj^ jo osnoq oq) tit jdu)jecI r. noA oty *'f) 

*pm fjgptyjl v/|r {<] psinuivx? puv tuovis s;pioj \ij\r 

qou pcq Aoqj pOAOijnq oq jnq) pms oq ‘aojiojj^ *a]Aj oj uAvoqs 
tiooq pEq soouu|Eq Ajqiuoiu oq) ‘poqsc Supq sssujiav oqx 

•jotr OAcq j ’\r 

<osiA\Joq)o .to ‘qooAv o) qoo.w urojj se ‘qjnour 
oq)' jo osanoo ot[j ut ojoav Aoqj jeipw jo juouiojejs Aue oaiuj noA jt ‘Avouq 
p) jueav 1 ‘.A|q)uoui -zia ‘spouod jtqnorjJEil je ‘soourpiq ojEJEdos oq) puq 
^eSajiSr. oqj in saauciEq oq) ‘po)E)s SuiAcq no u \ ’i) 'iiopi^X p-'O’j 


m 



trie amount of I3,odof, and another larger sam 

Q. Iwis 
see if it is 
new accou 

The Payment was made to Alexander Trotter, in consequence < 
drafts of Loro- Melvillcs upon his act of parliament ne\y account 
Q In -what form were the drafts? 

A They were nr two drafts, the one for 13 0001 the other for 19,0^4 
A Are these notes now before you, m consequence of two drafts frui 
Lord Melulle, payableto the act of parliament new account, and to Hi 
credit of Lord Melville a account with Messrs Coutts ? 

A They are, my Lord 

Mr PJonier Q Where are the vouchers > 

Air Whitbread A You may remember, that all the voucher s wen 
delivered to Lord Melulle. 

Mr Plomer. “ Do } ou recollect what was the import of these 
drafts ?” 

Mi Whitbread “ Before that question be answered, I wish to 
ask, if on the other side they hate uot had notice to produce the 
drafts 

Mr P/oircr (to the witness) Q Where these drafts delivered to Lord 
Melulle > 

Mr Whitbread A Mr Antrobus will prove that fact 
Mr Plomer Q Has the witness an) recollection respecting the drafts, 
«r docs he give ev idence wholly fro m the hooks * ^s-***** 

- A From the boohs 

On the desire of the learned counsel, the witness read the entry, 
which states 13,0001 paid by the Right Honorable Henry DundaSj 
&c 

Mr Whitbread “ It Is in evidence, ih at these drafts were 
upon the act of parliament new account, and so it appears by the 
entries just read We ha\ c shewn, that the produce of these were 
in specific notes The n anagers of the Commons now propose 
to pursue these notes to the Bank, and to shew, that thej were 
placed to the credit of the act of parliament new account 

Mr John Taylor sworn and exanmed by Mr iVhtbrtaJ. 

Q Arejou a clerk in the Bank* 

A Yls 

Q Were you so bifprc 3SC0? 

A 1 was , , _ 

q ,\s chrk to the Bank, did you receive m pajmeat the note* raff 
put into jour hand * > 

A I did 

Q To what credit did >ou pas* them » 

A To the act of parliament new account 
Q Of w hat amount arc these * 

A ip,o:u q X* 
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(Some Bank notes were put into the hands of the witness)* > 

Q Do these notes correspond with the 19.0201. m that entrr » 

A. They do. 

Q. Is it the custom with the Bank, to enter the ll. notes m the simC 
book J - 

A. They are not entered m the same book. 

Mr. Whitbread. “ The difference of 4). is occasioned by this 
sum having been paid in ll. Bank notes, and, unfortunately, we 
cannot piove these four small notes." 

Q. Refer to the entry of the same day of 13,0001 ? 

(Other Bank, notes were now given to the witness). 

Q Do these notes, now put into your hand, correspond u ith that entry,? 
A They do 

Q. Were these notes also carried to the account of Henry Dundas* 

A. They Mere 

Mr. Whitbread. “ Brand, who made the eulry of the ll. note?, 
is not in a condition to prove them/* 

Mr. Rippon called , and examined by Mr. Whitbread. 

J Q. Turn to the act of parliament ^iew account, and refer to the entry 
of 53331. on the 2d of June, 1300, and say, if that be in your hau 
writing > 

* A. It is 

Q. State the amount 1 
A. It is 53331. 

Q. What does the entry purport? 

A. It is a draft from the old account to this account. 

Q By whom drawn? 

A 1 . This book docs not shew by whom drawn 
Q Is it a credit from the old account to the new account? 

A. It is. 

Mr. Whitbread. “ We have before bad in evidence the old 
account. I wish your clerk to read from that account an entry of 
the 2d of June, 1800." 

Mr. Barlow read the corresponding entry in the old account, 
amounting to 53331. 8s. Id. 

Mr. Rippon i ecalled. 

Mr Whitbread. " Wc with to shew, my lord, the public cash 
at the Bank on the 2d of June 1S00.” 

Q. Do you find au entry in the act of parliament account of caifi,oa 
the 2d of June 1800, to the Right Hon. Dudley Ryder, from the 
Hon Henry Dundas’s account * . 

A The 2 d of June, 1 SOO, by act of parliament new accounts 
8 ;.I0d. Q. Ur 



•WPH ~ .... 

’3.1E Xdl[jQ *y* 

<nngjo mg nt passed Xpndo.id pue 'psuSis spmooDB nsmp say- •£> 

' *snop 31 "V 

c d 1 qs.nunsen .13 3 SJIJ siq 03 se ‘sep 

-un(j Xjnnj.j •uoj-i jqSip; ntp jo junonne ^pep nip mcpioo pup sooq •£) 
•stpunQ jCtudj-j ‘.trojp jqi<ip[ otp jo 3 unoone jo qooq 3i[j^ ’V 
< puct[ .rnojC in 3 cip si qooq jeq^\\ ‘<b 

'pvuqnHAl ,JL J\L Vsunuvxs qqoj \qq 

<f \isnBsqsxg; sip uiojj pied sca\ mns siqiueq} 
Avsqs oj ‘qqo3 up\T geo 03 ssodojd a\ou s a\ „ ‘ •pes.iq3ii]A\ \tJM 

'PtG ’ e O ‘I1IIJ? JO J'.qop ^ SI n.intg Ojep JBig HO *v 

<£081 ‘Lo 

jfpif no pp is Jiqop nip no‘X.pnn nip 03 jnjai 03 uitq Snq j pun f ssnu 3 iA\ nip 
jo pueq oqj 03111 3 »d j ipujAi qunonon pntiSis spuiApj^r pjoT; si siqx '£) 

‘pvpuq}j7/At \tj\[ fiq psupuvxp pitv ‘p?^v.vx uvmtfvi/j vjy 

tt *junoDDtf 

oip ur psineiuoj £ co8l Xjnf 03 0081 ounjf uiojj sDUEjtJq 3 tip 3 eqi 
A\oqs o] ueniu a\ou Xsqx ‘{CSC? J° 3 unosse a\su sip 03 Jsjsuej; 
v scai s.ini[3 icip ‘jstpjcj pun ^ung sq3 03 m s 33 no;} --ejsssiM uiojj 
pied s.isa\ ’[ 000‘G I jo pan *ifoO £ CI jo SU 133 T sip jmp psAOJd aiou 
OA rq Xotp qcip .topisuoo suouiuio 3 sqx ,, •projqiiqAY .jp£ 

•nuip 3 tnp 31 : sqoaq nip 30 snsmqrq nip njn.w osotfX ‘V 
; ntnp jmp 30 oqqnd nip 03 oqtApj^ 

pjog tuo-ij oup Sinptqs a-ioao pnnijojdiuon sap sooq -<^ mouioij -jjy 

•npisiiios 03 punoj om.w Xcup pirn ‘9 *sp ‘| 8 So‘to pus 
*PC 1 loiS'JS 30 sius3| oa\i sip psuriucxo ustp ssnuiiA^oqx 

*PP 'sp *iejL<*'Cnf- 01 3itnomn stuns nnatp nq£ *\r 
< ijnnut A\oq nonejeq njoq.v 1 .nq 3 2 niqrj\: 

*P9 ’sj- ‘ISSD'i? ‘ipwout nines nip joipp nip no si 3 j ‘V 
<ltpn.m }\'ou ntp 03 pun}3V '0 
*PD 'Sol *I0I?‘IC si pniouiuoqx *V 
nnnoim: nip sl\\\ 3 i*q.\i nnspuc 'ounrjc 
pC »tp uo.mp.Cp AOjpnQ ‘non 3 H s !iI n 'H J° l!l WJ3 ;>, H '!) 

■ < .*ssnu3iA\ oq3 30 

XtioUinssi'sip 1110.13 30 DpoD 03 $nq J ip|i|A\ f sius 3 t .lopsuis -isipo oa\ j 
cue ojnip f ssuejeq o[oqA\ sip 30 U si sjijjl „ •peojqsujAV ‘JIM; 

<{ -OSUC[ 

«^eq sip jo jsjsucj} e sq 01 sup puejsjnpim p ,, usuioig ujm 

| •junonnc .won 3 iinuu:iped J 0 3 ?e ‘sepniiQ .C.iunj.j mojg *\ r 

i uioipv uiojj puv *^) 
unp.Cji Xnjpna °-L 'V 
< njqnjCnd 31 si tnoq.'i oj^ 
'\GLL‘l?C si nsmqeq nip nnnf jo pr> nip uq /V 
i .-pep nines ntp jnpim Umonne s t scpun(j A.amn’‘ lIO U 
3i|2ig ntp jo jiqop nip 03 si jeq.M pen.i 03 ssntpi.w nip n.iisnp a\ou njp 

9£l 



Q. liefer to on entry in July, and read tlic discharge of Lord MelsiUe 
of the balance there due. c 

A. The amount is 51111. 2s, 9$d. 

A* It^ ^ ie balanced ^he freasurership so paid iu? 

Q. Do you know of your own knowledge, the day on -which it was 
paid in? 

A. I believe on i he 27 th of July, 1S05. 

Q. When w as that account passed ? 

A. On the 18th of October, 1505, 

Q. When was it audited? 

A. In June. 

Mr, Plomcr. “ What audited in June, and not declared til} 
October ?’* 

Mr. Plomcr. Q. Is there any difference between the acknowledged, 
balance and the declared balance ? 

* A. Yes, sometimes, and the acknowledged balance is occasionally paid 
in, although different from the account declared. 

Q. Was the actual balance due from the noble defendant, ascertained 
or audited, unhl the time of the entry in October ? 

A. Not I believe till June. 

'<2. Was the balance in the treasurer's hands liable to the assignments 
notwithstanding ? 

A. When the balance was paid in, I suppose there was no shell liability. 
Q. Prior to its being so paid in, is ltluble to the assignments upon it? 
A. That I cannot say. 

^ Mr. Whitbread, “ For the sake of the regularity upon the mi- 
Idutcs of the court it may be necessary to take the numbers of the 
Bank Notes." 

The Lord Chancellor. <* We shall have the Bank notes them- 
selves. *' 

Mr. Whhbread. “ Wc shall now, my lord, adduce evidence to 
a very considerable advance, made to the noble defendant/* 

Mr, Serjeant Best. ** In the year 1721, a large quantity of 
stock was transferred to the name of Mr. Montague Lind, and sub- 
sequently the same stock was transferred to Mr. Francis Lind, hu> 
brother/* 

Mr. Philip Antrobiis called and examined by Mr. Serjeant Bat, 
Q. Are you a stock-broker ? 

Q. Did youinlbe year 1789, purchase India stock for Mr. Trotter I 
A. t did. . 

<q. In W hose nathe * as it purchased i 

Q. Didyou'in May 1790, purchase more stock for Mr. Trot tuf? 

A.* On the 22 d of May I did. 

H In who>e name was it bought? 

A. In my own. 

Q. What \va3 the amount of the first purchase? 

A. 10,5011, 10s. was the cost of it. 


Q. Whi 
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A. I knew nothing of it, 

Q. When did jou first! know of the transfer into your name 5 

The witness in answer, gave a short account of the transaction^ 
and added, that his brother told him, that it was not his own stock, 
but he never was informed whose it was. ^ 

Q. When you transferred the stock again, did ) ou do it personal!) > 

q! Had') ou an) knowledge at an) time, while the stock was tn >our 
name, who was the proprietor ? 

A. Not at all. 

Q. Do )ou know it was not ydUT brother's? 

A. Yes I do. 

Mr. Sennet mailed and examined by Mr. Serjeant Best. 

■ The examined topv of the East India transfers was again (tut in- 
to the hands of the witness. 


Q. Attend to the entry of the 2Gl!i of February, ISOII 
A. There is a transfer under that dale of 5s0°l. 

Q. Now look to another on the 2sth ot ' 80 * 

A. 1 here IS at that time a further tranfer of “JL. 
o. Does that close the account of 13, MOL India Stock t 
A It docs, 

Q. To whom was the last transfer 

A. To Mr. Mark Sprolt. . 

Mr. Edmund Antrobu > recalled. jni examined by Mr. Serjeant. 

The first questions that were mSwIi!^ 

numerous entries m t ^Itolon “hen prodded to oihcr 
2 1 st of May, 1800. The examination men p 

particulars. 

^Q. Do >ou find 3n y 3C ^ U 2 t |°o! J I , s 1 n undcrlliat date 
A Thercis asumoWWI ^ relinw i to m tin. aniount. to- 
Mr. 1‘Iomi.r. Q. Were in nadcv 1 rol Ur » 

loneiug to ) ourliousc, or to Air 

A He «as credited for them. v.ho-c control v.3S it 

J-rilmir^^Kah^sethedisidend, , 

H- -» he power give,, for that put,, use. -n 
herjean^Eestf n ‘ * I dcsitc that this power may he culeted 
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% i!! n ? ar C I !{ l ence Same f ac t with respect to the items of 
11^0004 53, 4f and 21,72ol 7s fld which he withdrew from 
tne public money 


illr Kaye sworn and examined by Mr Serjeant Best 

Q Hav e ■\ou made any, and what calculations upon the sums proved 
oy the lbanagers of the Commons? 

A 1 have made a calculation my lord 
Q Does thepapermy our hand coutam it? 

A Yes, it does 


Mr Plomer f* My Lord I must object to this evidence To 
admit it would be to receive the opinion of the witness in the na 
? ture and effect of the evidence, which your lordships alone arc 
''competent to determine, and it would he to give a result in figures, 
which eveiy member of the court is capable of exti acting from 
the particular in evidence There are no facts to which any re- 
gular examination can apply ” 

Mr Adam “ The managers say that there are certain matters 
proved, that is, that certain data are established and you arc now 
called upon to receive the calculation of an individual upon these 
data This is an attempt by head managers to sum up the evi- 
dence befoic the fit time Ihc proper stage of the proceeding 
will arrive, when the manager to whom that duty shall been, 
trusted, will have an opportunity of stating to your lordships, hjs 
conclusions from these data Your lordships will not permit this 
/irregular course to be pursued, nor will you be disposed to receive 
mere calculation upon oath ’ 

Loid Ellenborough “ This is simply casting up, w ith the as- 
sistance of a witness, that account which every noble lord may 
do for himself but this may be often done through the medium of 
a witness, in a more commodious manner ” 

The Lord Chancellor “ The constant course with courts of 
justice is, occasionally to resort to such assistance ,f 
Mr Ploiner Q When did you make the calculations upon that 
paper? 

A I made the last corrections yesterday 
Q When did you beg n to nj3hc this estimate? 

A One day last week 
Q On what da j? 

A I do not know 

Q Did you make them ail yourself? 

A Yes alt myself 

Q from what did you take the particulars on the papers? 

A l took the first ituu, which is 15001 stock 

(IVwicss vita r up ted ) 

Q Do all the data upon w hich the calculations are made appear 4** 
the face of the ] aper* 

A I hey do _ . , 

Q Are you solicitor to the bon managers of the Ccraaioi.1 ^ ^ 
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Thq power was read by the witness, from which it appeared 
that it not only included the India Stock, but the 3 percents, and 
a loan in the year 1*799 under the name of the Loyalty Loa n *. 

The witness was next examined as to the state of the Loyalty 
Topn at different periods. v : 1 

Mr. Mark Sprott sworn and examined by Mr. Whitbread. 

Q. Did you accept the controul over a sum of 13,5001. India Stock 
from Mr. Ale.\. Trotter in May 1800, and under orders from hnn J 

A, I did. 

Q. Did (he witness, m consequence of the intervention of Mr. Trotter, 
advance money for the India Stock and other funds i 

A. I did. 

Q. To what amount? 

(A. The sum >vas about fifty-one thousand, seven hundred, and odd 
pounds' 

Q. On whose account did you make (he advance! 

A. It was for Mr. It. S. Dundas. 

Q. Had you complete power over these funds, in consequence of such 
fid vance? 

A. Yes, l had. 

. Q. To whom did y ou pay the said money ? 

A. To Mr, Alex. Trotter. 

Q. Did you receive a draft from Lord Melville to make the account 
even’ The amount was 14271. 1 Is 7d, 

A. I never did receive any draft front L^rd Melville. 

Q. Did you receive a sum of money of about tips amount in any form 
from Lord Melville! 

A. I did not, 

Q. Did you receive such a sura from any one for the purposo of nuk* 
jpg the balance of the account refereed to even ? 

The witness here said, that the dale on which he received 
a sum was the 22d of May, and the particulars were noted ip hit 
book, which unluckily he Jiad not brought with him. 

Q. Do you know at all that you received jucji a sum ? 

A. Yes, I certainly did. 

-Q From whom do you suppose you received it? 

A. From Mr. Alex. 1 rotter, 

Q. Did you transact money business largely with Mr. Alex. Trotter) 

A. I have borrowed money of him, and lent him money m large sum*. 

Q. Did you ever purchase navy and victualling bill*, i»ud other go» 
■vernment securities, for Mr. Alex. Trotter ? 

A I have purchased navy bills. 

Q. "Will you refer to your book to see the amount of the navy bills to 
purchased. * 

The book was not produced. 

Q. Were the bills so purchased for Mr. Alexander Trotter ever A a 
discount * 

A. I do not immediately recollect that they were. 


Q. Da 
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The witness made some observations on the respectability of 
Mr. Trotter’s family, and of his connection with Messrs. Courts. 
He was then re-examined by Mr. Whitbread. 

Q. Do you recollect or not if you verc_ ever told that the money so 
advanced was for Lord Melville } 

Mr. PJomer objected to'lhis interrogatory. “ The witness may 
speak to what devolves within bis own knowledge, but he must 
not in this way give evidence as to what he conjectures from the 
information of others.’* 

The hon. manager contended, that this mode of re. examina- 
tion necessarily arose out of the cross-examination of the learned 
counsel, anj to shew this, he recited that part of the examination 
by.Mr. Adam, which applied to the question. He then repeated 
his own interrogatory, which was somewhat varied when pro- 
posed 1 by the Lord Chancellor. 

Q. Do you know, of your own knowledge, if the money was advanced 
for Lord Melville or not l 

A. I do not. 

Q. Were you not desired to advance this money upon Lord Mch pile's 
security ? .... 

A. I was not. 
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J&S*' tai dir “ trf (° Lord' Mrlville desiring a return 0 / 

A. it i. dated on the 17th of January, 1803, and requires his Lordshm 
to make a return of the public money in his hands. ^ 

Mn Whitbread. “ It is, my Lords, a precept issued ia the 
early part of the year 1803.’* ' * ' * 


Q. To u horn is it directed » 

A. It w as addressed to the Treasurer of the Navy, 

The Lord Chancellor. “ Before the witness retires front 
court, it will be necessary for him to deliver the books, in order 
that authentic copies may be taken of the different letters.” 

Mr. Whitbread, *• 1 hey shall be- handed to your Lordship. 
We now, my Lords, propose to call Mr. John Meaux. 


Mr. John Meaux sworn, and examined by Mr. Whitbread. 
Q.’ Are you an officer of the Board of Conlroul for the affairs of India l 
-A. I am. ' 

Q. IJoiv long have y ou held that situation? 

A. Since the year 1774. 

Q. Who was the president } 

A. Lord Sydney, and then Lord Grenville. 

Q. Who succeeded Lord Grenville? 

A. Lord Melville. 

Q. How long did he continue president? 

A. From the year 17S4, to May 1S01. 

Q. Did you receive the salary of Leri Mclulle after it was annexed to 
the office ! 

A. No, I did not. 

Q. Did you ever do so * 

A, I do not know absolutely that I did. I received a sum of money at 
the India office, and I paid bU salary at Messrs. Drummond's banking- 
house. 

Q. Did you p}> it to'any other person * 

A. Never. 


The Wittiest cross-examined by Mr. Plom*r . 

Q. When was it Lord Melville commenced the duties of president of 
the Board of Controul? . 

A. From the moment of his first entering the office. 

Q. When did he first enter ? 

,A. In 1784, and continued until 1S0J. 

Q. Did he do all the duty connected with his situation from 
A. Yes, he did. . 

Q. Was not the duty of the office a budness that rcqmrcd S rel 
constant attention f 

A. Very great and caastant attention indeed. q 
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dated the 8d of November, 1804, and agreed to attend the 
office of the commissioner. cm Monday, two days subsequent to the 
date. * 

\ i “ 

Q. Refer to a precept directed to Lord Mrlulle desmnfc a return of 
balances } 

A. itt dated on the 17th of January, 1803, and requires his Lordship 
to make a return of the public money m his hands. 

Mr. Whitbread “It is, my Lords, a precept issued in the 
early part of the year 1803.” 

Q. To whom is it directed * 

A. It was addressed to the Treasurer of the Nav y . 

The Lord Chancellor. “ Before the witness retires from 
court, it will he necessary for him to deliver the books, in order 
that authentic copies may be taken of the different letters “ 

Mr. Whitbread, 4 * 1 hey shall be handed to your Lordship* 
We now, my Lords, propose to call Mr. John Meaux. 

Mr. John Meaux sworn, and examined by Mr. Whitbread. 

Q Are you an officer of the Board of Controul for the affatrs of India 2 
A I am 

Q. How long have jou held that situation? 

A Since thc> ear 1771 
Q Who was the president > 

A Lord Sydne) , and then Lord Grenville. 

Q Who succeeded Lord Grtnville * 

A Lord Melville 

Q How long did he continue president ? 

A From the year 17S4, to May IS01 

Q Did )OU receive the salar) of LcrJ Melville after it was annexed to 
the office ? 

A No, 1 did not. 

Q Did jou ever do so * 

A, I do not know absolute!) that I did. I received a sum of money at 
the India office, and I paid his salary at Messrs. Drummond's banking* 
house 

Q Did you pa> it to any other person * 

A. Never 

The 7/ lines's cross-examined by Mr. Plomrr. 

Q When was it Lord Melville commenced lie duties of president of 
the Board of Controul * 

A From the moment of his first entering the office. 

Q When did he first enter? 

A. In 1784, and continued urtil ISO! 

Q. Did he do all the duty connected with hi* ntuatwi from 1734 l 
A Yes, hedid. 

Q Was nolthedut) of the office a huiine;s that requ fed $re at and 
constant attention? 

A. Very great and contact attccLoa iad<rd. 

Q. 
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dated the 8d of November, IBOt, and agreed to attend the 
office of thccomniissionets oil Monday, mo days subsequent to the 
date. 1 

\ f — 

Q Refer to a precept directed to Lord Melville deunnfc a return of 
balances > 

A ti dated on the 17th of January, 1803, and require* his Lordship 
to make a return of the public money in his hands 

Mr Whitbread “ It is, my Lords, a precept issued in the 
early part of the year 1803 " 

Q. To whom is it directed * 

A It vv as addressed to the Treasurer of the Na\ y 

The Lord Chancellor. “ Before the witness retires from 
court, it will he necessary for him to deliver the books, in order 
that authentic copies may be taken of the different letters ” 

Mr Whitbread, ‘ 1 hey shall be handed to your Lordship* 
We now, my Lords, propose to call Mr. John Meaux. 

Mr. John Meattx sworn , and examined by Mr. Whitbread* 

Q Are you an officer of the Board of Controul for the affairs of India 2 
A I am 

Q IIow long have you held that situation ? 

A Since the year 1774 
Q Who was the president* 

A Lord Sydney, and then Lord Grenville. 

Q 11 ho succeeded Lord Gromlle » 

A Lord Melville 

Q IIow long did he continue president? 

A From the year 17S4, to May IS01 

Q Did you receive the salary of Lcrd Melville after it was annexed t» 
the office ? 

A ho, I did not 
Q Did you ever do so* 

A, I do not know absolntrly that I did I received a sum of money at 
the India office, and I paid hu salary at Mc»»rs Drummonds banking* 
louse 

Q Did you pay it to any other person » 

A Never 

The If unesi cross examined by Mr. Plom*r 
Q 11 hen was it Lord Melville commenced the duties of preiidcat of 
the Board of Controul ? 

A. From the moment of his first entering the office 
Q When did he first enter* 

A In 17S 4, and continued until 1SOI 

Q Did he do all the duty connected with his situation from t“S* ? 

A Yes, he did 

Q Was not the duty of the office a bullae's that reqj red *»I 
constant attention? 

A* Very great and caottact attention i.dc d 

Q DJ 
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^lr. Whitbread. “ Then, my Lords, we have no farther 
question to ash. the witness.’* > , 

CrosSj examined by Mr. Plainer. 

Did not the plerks of the accountants’ office execute the business of 
their branch jointly with those of the Navy Board ? 

A. They did. • 

Q. Were not the clerks of the $Javy Board withdrawn, before those 
of the accountants* office ? 

A. Of that | cannot be positive. 

Q. Who bad the superintendence and direction of the withdrawing? 

A. The Navy Board. 

Q How many clerks were accustomed to assist in jour office from the 
Navy Board ? s » 

A. I believe four. 

Q. Were not all the eight clerks employed in the Navy Office with- 
drawn in consequence of the war? 

A. Yes, my Lords. , 1 1 

Q Were not those taken from the accountants’ office, withdrawn Ip in 
the same cause, 3nd were they not absolutely necessary in other depart- 
ments ? t , r 

A. I cannot speak positively to that, my Lords. ' 

Q. Could the clerks in the accountant’s office have gopc on with the 
duties alone, when those of the Navy Board were withdrawn ? 

A. Certainly not. 

Mr. Whitbread. ** We now propose to call, my Lord*, Chai]q 
Bragge Bathurst, Esq. a member of die House ofCotqmoqs. , ' < 

j 

Mr. Charles Prague Bathurst was then sworn and examined bn 
Mr. Whitbread. > 

Q Were you. Sir, at any time. Treasurer of the Navy ? 

A I was, my Lords. 

Q. When were you appointed to that office? 

A. In November, 1801 

Q 5 ■ ■ ' 

A. I 

Q- " - - , * - • ■ - 1 

A. Mr. Tfoltcr. 

Q. Where was the public money lodged at that time ? 

Mr. Plomer. * « I object, my Lords, to that question being pu$ * 
to the witness.” 

Mr. Whitbread. “ The Commons, my Lords, propose to shew 
by this evidence, that the business of the office could be con- 
ducted with perfect facility, though the public money was not 
lodged at Messrs. Coutts’ or any private bankers; and this, lap* 
plchend, they have an ample right to do.** 

Mr. Plomer. ** I have no objection to that evidence. 

Lord Chancellor. “ I think that is admissible.” 

r * Q. Wicq 
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a right to shew what were those duties which Lord Melville hai 
not duly executed With this view, we are competent to enquire 
what were those duties which he ought to have performed As 
all public offices arc affairs of great national interest, and as the 
situation of a Treasurer of the Navy is one of these, they hate a 
right to see that the duties are properly executed, and he receiving 
a salary, ought to be compelled to fulfil them For this purpose 
we examine Mr Bathurst ’ 

Lord Llienborough “ It seems to me, that it is a perfectly 
competent question to be ashed of the witness, m order to know 
the duties of the office ' 

Lord Eldon considered the question fit to be proposed 

The Lord Chancellor “ As far as he is acquainted nnh that 
particular department in the office, the witness - may be miei 10 - 
gated ** 

Mr Whitbread. “I am afiaid, ray Lords, I hare taken up 
your time unnecessarily, merely by not properly shaping ray ques- 
tion." 


Q. What duties did you execute as Treasurer of the Navy? 

A The practice of my predecessors wa3 to delegate all the powers of 
issuing and receiving money to the Paymaster, and, consequently, all 
the transactions of payment in my tunc were made by him References 
in aU cases were made to me, in particular circumstances, ta the piy- 
ofnee, as well as m the other branches, and in all the business conducted 
by the Paymaster 

Q Then the Paymaster acted for you by power of attorney, without 
your interference as Treasurer of the Navy, in all the usual routine of 


business? 

A Yes, be did 4 

Q Did Mr Trotter continue Pay master until the condus on of your 
Trcasurership r 
A Yes, he did 

What induced y ou to order the money to be placed in the Ea«X of 
England? 


Mr Plomcr “ That will not be cnJcnce, it is only the 
motive of the witness 

Mr Whitbread “ We have nothing farther to ask of the , 
■witness ** 


Ci oss examination by Mr Plomcr . 

Q Were not pavmtnt of sums of money under 20*. constantly nuking 
to sailors and Ihtir relations ? 

A It is not m my power to answer that question 
q From the course of office, was not that fact wsthm you* 

Itd /! have no means of being able to give a satisfactory answer, M 
from presumption I should suppose it was so T , tf . 

Q Did the pay mentof these smalt sums continue after jour Tic*./ 
ship * 

A. I should suppose that they did, in) Lords. ^ gj, 
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Q. .Was not that made oat as a return to a precept from the Comm, 
sioners of Naval Inquiry? ' 

A.- Yes, it was. * 

Q. Is there not an erasure just under jour came? 

‘ ; . name which has bun 

eraser 

A. The name of Alexander Trotter. ~ ’ 

Q. D»1 jou make out that account » 

A. I did. 

Q. Why did not Mr. Trotter* 

A. Because he was not then in the office. 

Q. What is the date affixed to it > 

A. There is no date ou either side. 

Q. What was the date of the. letter accompany me, and trahsunttine 
that account* 

A, It appears to be the 18th of June. 

Q. How long had Mr. Trotter been absent, when that return was made 
ta the precejit, and what was the time of his return after such absence? 

A. I do not precisely recollect. 

Q. Do jou know if it was the second of Februarj ? 

A. I cannot swear that it was, I only presume so. 

Q. Did Mr. Trotter come to town on the day that account of balances 
was made out? i 

A. I believe so, 

Q. Did he arrive on the day the return to the precept was made* 

A. Yes. - 

Q. Were j , ou confidential!) emplojcd by Mr. Trotter? 

A. Yes, I was. 

Q. You corresponded with him on matters of business as his agent, 
dtd you not ? 

A, I was nonius agent, I merely supplied his place during hu ab- 
sence. 

Q. Do you know where he was, some daj s prior to (he return bung 
made ? 

A. In Edinbugb. 

Q Do jou recollect if the precept came dunug Mr. Trotter's absence 
in Scotland ? 

A. J belie w* it did. 

Q. Did jou transmit an account of Us receipt to Mr. Trotter la Scot- 
land ? _ , 

Mr. Plomcr. “ Almost every question that has been asked the 
witness has been illegal. What can the correspondence of Mr. 
Wilson and Mr. Trotter have to do with the present case ? It >* 
the coirespondcncc of two friends." 

Mr. Whitbread. ** Wc wish to shew >ou, tny lords, uut Air. 
Trotter was m Scotland, and that a cot respondent c wai*>fP l 
with lum during his absence. He arrived in Loudon the * 
return was nude to the precept of the Commissioners ot ' 
Tnquuy. The evidence is to hear on that point, ana wc nia 
evidence, in order to support that part of our case.' - ^ 
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was 40,0001 which he might have, and he desired me to bring it accord* 
ingly 

Q Did you act by Lord Melville's direction * 

A Yes, most certainly 
Q Was Mr Trotter in London then 1 
A No, I belies e not 
Q Was be at the Pay Office > 

A No, he was not 

Q Did you make communication of this transaction to Mr Trotter 
by letter > 

Q Yes, I ijid, 

Q Did Lord Melville know that you had authority from Mr Trotted 
to draw on the public account * 

A Yes, he did, without doubt ” 

Q What was the inode in which you conducted the business for Mr 
Trotter, subsequently to this transaction, and in what way did you draw 
money from the Bank of England, or from Messrs Co tilts? 

A For the Bank" of England I had blank checks, but for Messrs. 
Coytts, 1 signed “ Thos \\ ilson, per Alex Trotter ” 

Q Did you act under authority from Mr 1 rotter? 

A Yes, 1 did 
Q To what extent ? 

A To a very considerable extent 

Q Are you conversant with the duties of the Navy Pay Office? 

A I am, with the general mode in which the business is transacted. 

Q Is it not the usual practice for the Paymaster to make small pay- 
ments to the sub accountants? 

A He makes no payments, but m Urge sums 
Q 'W hat is the nature of the Exchequer fee money, as distinguished 
from the other money of the office 

A I always understood it to be the practice of the office, to draw ccr* 
tain sums of money from the Exchequer, for the purpose of paying dif- 
ferent small amounts 

Q Had you the custody of the Exchequer fcc-moncy ? 

A I had 

Q Did you derive any profit or advantage from it ? 

A Yes, I did 

Q What was the balance of the amount left in your hands? 

A It nev cr exceeded C0001 

Q Did the protits of it never produce 3001 a year* 

A It Is impossible for me to jy ? 

Q \\ hen was the Exchequer ftc-moncy delivered into your care ? 

A Some time about the year 1S00 
Q IIow long did it continue in sour possession* 

A Until theTreamrtrsbip of Mr Canting 

Q From whom did vou rccci ve the Exchequer fee money ? 

A From Mr TrotUr 

Q Is not the Exchequer fc^tv-ncy^ always convulcred a fund totJJy 
distinct from the other funds of the office? 

Q Waj any other pavrtent made to you, but that of the Exchequer 
fees? 

A None but very small amounfs. O D4 
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40,0001 from the b„ok of England, a draft for the pncnc sum ! 

A. 1 cannot correctly answer that 

Q, Without the drafts, could you hate obtained the niouci > 

A. I a<? «ot know, J 

J;. 4 7 0 ? certain that the 40,0001. o as dram from CoulU's house, and 
not directly from the Bank of England > 

A. I cannot swear to that, I believe it -was drawn from CoutU’s. 

Lord Shnhope. Q. At what time was it you had the comersalioa 
with lord Melville respecting the 40,0001. ? 

A. On the 30th of April. 

Q. Did Lord Mel wile ask you, if a certain sum of money could be 
spared from the public account* 

‘ A. Lord AleJuile did put the question to me, to the best of my recollec- 
tion. 


Q. Did Lord Melville desire you to propose the question to Mr. Trot- 
ter, or direct you to bring the money your»e!f ? 

A. Lord Melville told me to bring it, Mr. 1 rotter being then in Scot- 
land. 

Q. Did Lord Melville propose to give you authority to receive it, or 
leave you to your own* * 

A. I nude no communication of the circumstances to him at all. 


(Lord Radnor desired that the notes taken by the short-hand 
writer, of the conversation between Lord MchiHe and the wit. 
ness, should be read, which was accordingly done. His Lord- 
ship then proposed the following questions.} 

Q. Was the sum of 40,0001. first no ntiojcd by you or Lord Melville, 
A m the conversation you had with him ? 

A I first spoke of it 

Q. Did you mention that the whole 40,0001 could be spared? 

A. I did. 

(Lord Suffolk proposed that the short-hand notes should he 
again read.) 

Lord Mulq-ave. Q Was your situation such ii pointed you out to be 
the person to supply Mr ’I rotter’s place in Insabso co * 

A. Yes, cc-Uinly, from my place in tbcofncc. 

Q. In any other instance has such a delegation been necessary , or wai 
it do ic by poatr of attorney * 

A. No, und»r no such circumstances 

Q. Having said that this 10,0001 was first mentioned by you to Lord 
Melville, and not Lord Melville to you, I wish to know if the books \*a% 
then with you? 

*A. No, my Lo'dt . . 

Q. Were time two conversation*, or only one between you ami 
Mthillc ? 

A. Onlv ore, when I told hun of the money. ,, 

Q Previous to the time when you mentioned that the 40,0001. 
be spared, had y ou made any examination of the bcoli 
A. No. 
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Mr. Wilson being recalled, some papers containing mailers „f 
account, weie placed in his hands, which he said were in his own 
writing, and that the calculations on them were nude by him. 
1 hese papers were a return to a precept of the commissioners of 
naval ( cnquiry, directed to the officers of the Pay office 

Mr. Tierney now appealed m the witness box, and being sworn, 
observed, that he had no personal motive for wishing to give 
his testimony from the place where he hat} been seated as a mem* 
her of the House of Commons , but he thought that be should 
have been deficient in the respect due from him to the House, if he 
had not noticed the circumstance. 


Examined by Mr. Whitbread. 

Q. Were you at anj time Ttca»un.r to the Nat) ? 

A Yes, from the year 1S03 to ISOt. 

Q Did \ou execute the duties personal!) ? 

A All I did was to give powers of attorney to various persons, for th6 
execution of the office 

Q. Who was )our paymaster 1 

A. I gave a pow cr of attorney for paymaster lo Mr Alexander Trotter, 
In the first instance, and I afterwards removed him and appointed anothii 
gentleman of the name of Latham. 

Q Had he full authority to draw for all public cash l 

A Yes, he had 

Q Did he act in that office with tfie same power as all the preceding 
pa) masters ? 

A He did. 

Q In the absence of Mr Latham, who would hare executed the duties 
of the office ? 

A One of the inconvcmencies I found was, that in the absence of the 
paymaster, there was no other person who had authority to draw for the 
public money. 

Q Had an) other officer authority to draw, excepting, first Mr Trotter, 
and next Mr Latham, as pa) masters i 

A. No othec person whatever 

Q \\ as there any alteration which tool, place w lull vou wen. (rcavurrr? 

A "\cs, aver) material ont, in the department of Mr Latham. Mr. 
Trotter stated tome, that it might bcconTcmi.it for messengers (mtir* 
rupted by) 

The Lord Chancellor. “ What Mr. Trotter said can never Le 
evidence.’* 

Mr "Whitbread Q. W hat was the alteration that loo* place 1 

A. It had been tin. custom, before I came into tin. oi ic*., for tbi luber. 
countants tosktewhat sum* of money the) should want; upon tfm»*- 
presentation, a draft was given them upon the Bank of hoglaud. 1“ * 

however, I remedied. 

Cr0SS‘(xar.ined by Mr. Plainer. 

Q Did the sub-accountant keep any odlcul or private accou-t of the 
jnoney at the B»nki ^ I koo* 
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my Lords, they were destroyed; Uuf 
by calling a witness to prove it.” 


Mr. Iiippon examined by Mi . Giles. 

* . " ■ ■ ■ ild it appear, what . 

* . i . V . 

Q. Are they destroyed* 

A. Yes, they arc not in existence. 

Q When Mere they destroyed* 

A. Hit} were destroyed under a warrant from the Bank Directors* 

Mr. Charles Drummond examined by Mr. Giles. 

Q. You arc in the house of Messrs. Drummonds? 

A. 1 am. 

Q. Can you by reference to any books, say, in what note* tht* sum 
of 20001 was paid into your bank f 
A. Yes, 1 can. 

• Q. By what book? 

A By the waste -hook, which I hold in my baud. It appears to haTft. 
been paid m by Mr Andrew Douglas to the trcd.i of the Highl Honorable 
Henry Duhdas, tu two notes of 1000J. each 

The Loid Chancellor. “ The books must be left, In order that 
they may be entered, now there is evidence upon this head " 

Mr. Whitbread. *• We now propose to call a witness on the 
subject of the release ; and for that purpose shall produce Mr. 
Gibson, of the Siguct Office in Scotland, 

Mr. Gibson sworn and examined by Mr. Whitbread. 

Q. Are you a writer of the Signet-Office in Scotland ? 

A. Yes, my Lords 

Q. Arc you accustomed to thc-transaction of publu. bjsiae** > 

A. Yes, I am. 

✓ Q. Are y ou conversant with drawing rilca>c* between parties ? 

A. I believe, I am. 

The release put into the liands of the witness. 

Q. Is the clause introduced into that release the u»aal claa>e? 

A. Yes, »t is. 

Mr. Whitbread. 11 We have no farther evidence upon tlut sub* 
jeer, my lords: but there is a point which lias come to the know- 
ledge of the mandgers within these few minutes; it consist of 
two papers. We now inteud to put in attested copies of the Com- 
mons' journal, and for this purpose shall call Thomas Be»cWy 
Western. ^ !U 
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TENTH DAY. 

SATURDAY-, MAY 10TH 

IVTr Whitbiead^ '* The managers of the Commons presume 
that will not think it extraordinary if they avail themsches of 
the t la nn they made yesterday for p reducing farther evident.? Ic 
will he necessaiy for the completion of their case, to call Mr 
George FenneJ, who examined the books which were before u j 
evidence. He ascertained the balances of the Treasurer of the 
Navy, m the official books at different periods ■» 

Mr. George Fennel examined by M> Whitbread 
Q, \\ hat was the Treasurer's balance on the 30lh of June, t“3t ? 

A 31051 l-s» 3d comprehending the navy, pa), and victualling 
branches 

* 

Mr. Whitbread •* Now I will put into the hands of the wit- 
ness a paper, which is, I believe, m his own hand \witmg, and 
contains the progresswe balances during the ircasurcrslnp ol Lord 
Melville ” i 

Q.. Is that your hand vnlrog ? What » the purport of it l 
A It contains the balances under the trcaiurcruhip of Lord Melville, 

Q Ate the calculations m that paper made b) ) ou ? 

A They are results from the books t 
Q Prepared by 3 ou 3 
A Yes 

Do these results, according to ytmr computation, agree with the 
books? 

A They do 

The lord Chancellor Q Hare you examined all the foundation* c{ 
these re»plts 3 

Mr. Whitbread “ The account refers to each page in erer^ 
book, and the result, he tells your Lordship, is bis own, and in hi* 
own hand writing The Commons propose to add this paper to 
the other documents m Court ” 

Cross examined by Mr , Planter • 

Q Do« the account contain the balance of crerv month ? 

. A It proceeds, month by month, until the cod of the Uca»uftt>Jnp ®i 
Lord Melville, until the 10th of \gnl 17S3 
Q What part of the account i» quarterly I 
A Fto n the year I7S4. 

Q. lo what tune? 

Q, blhuMxnnl coituncj to the tint liaaimkip °! lai M«l < lf ' 

A t\> the hr st account. 
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Lordship s conduct, and then to have entered into the evidence o« 
which that 1 objection was founded in the ordinary count. «, 
this mode of- proceeding, die noble defendant is taken by tut. 
prize.” 3 1 

Mr. Whitbread. “ The Commons have stated generally the 
condition at the account with the hank and with. the sub-accoun- 
tants. They have set forth the deficiency in 178 S. which was 
another balance for which Lord Melville acknowledged he was 
accountable. They have now- to expose a new deficiency upon 
the account, and they contend, that under the comprchcnsne ictm 
in which the charges arc expressed, they ha\e a right to give ca- 
dence to this farther deficiency.” 0 


Mr. Bernard Cobb, from the Auditor's Office, -was called, and 

> examined bj/ AJr. IVfntbrcad. 

Q. What is that you have before )ou } 

A. The duplicates ofthc accounb of the Eight Honorable Henry Dun- 
das, to 1781. 

Q. What L the charge made in the accounts upon Lord Melville? ’ % 

A. The amount stated is, 5111k C». fl]d. , 

Q. Was that all the charge made by the auditors on Lord Melville 
upon that account ? 

A. No. 

Q. What was the further charge > 

A. In consequence of an act of parliament, he was charged with inte- 
rest, in the sum of 15501. is. AJd. making the total demand yOJiI Ss.Sjd. 

Mr. Flamer. ” After) \* hat has been said, I apprehend, tins 
amount must stand upon your Lordships’ minutes, but I may be 
permitted to say, that the intention of this evidence is not to sun- 
port any part of the charge before you. I understood, that the 
mere intention of the Honorable Managers, was to shew, what 
interest or advantage the noble defendant had made. What ha* 
been represented to your Lordships, is an irrcgularand illegal at- 
tempt on the part of the Board, to charge the noble defendant 
with interest. The subject of enquiry was, whether iu this charge 
they had proceeded in a very consistent way with the act of parlia- 
ment; it was a matter of grave and deliberate enquiry, and are 
ivc now logo into all this investigation, whether the board ha I 
or had not a competent authority to make this charge. Is it, my 
Lords, within the meaning of any of the articles of the impeach- 
ment, and is it proper for you to discuss it. on this occasion? 
Whatever mav be the fitness, the effect of this must be, to go 
into all the parts of the ease, and to determine, whether, one 
Board controuUng the other Board, acted within the limit* oft Utf 
duty and authority. But I am sure, that this would be leading 
mto a new examination which has not been ooened in any period 
of the proceedings. It is racked in the rad ofthc former entente, 
and we bad not the smallest intimation respecting it.” 
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am! indeed 3 larger amount, ever since the year » f j 

that unless the whole sum of 96*0. 3s. J{d. wtu. pail *, «fTi^c 
Exchequer, he would from tliat uine be charged nub in.crcst as 
the rate of 5 per cent. 

It was signed *• Bernard Cobh.” 

Mr* Plomer. 44 I wish to ask Air. Bernard Cobb a Question c € 
two." ' - 


Q. What is the section of the act in which thii charge is founded) 

A. It is lhc fourth tcutonT 

Q. Thu act passed m the year 17P0,or 1«C0 \\ hat wastl-c Urae who 
this attempt was made to marge Lord MclnUc with iutcastl 
A. On the} ICthof June, 1S05. 

- Mu Plomer. 44 Fisc yean and a haif./ny Lords, post crier to 
the passing of the act." 

1 he Lord Chancellor. 4 * The act passed, I licheve, in Ju r, 
tSOO, so that the distance of time is five years." 

Mr. Plonicr. Q Is there my instance of a on;lc indiwdia!, eserj t* 
in,; the noble defendant, bung c lurked under tint Cornu vectua of the 
art? 

A. Therein 

Q. \\ hat is the in'tsnreon (he fourth irctico* If the witarn 
one insulated example, II « x he uuy stale It f 
A, T lure was an instance of a comptroller bci 15 subject to the uuc 
cJiarge under this section. 

. Mr. Plnmcr. 44 ’! he honorable managers base led ««. I think 
unncccssauly* into this charge, which y»ur LotdaUp have (.card 
was overruled by a supuiur audacity." 

Hr, William Ihutissov suvrn, cr.dexartiiudb) Mr. U’i n'laad- 
q. Wetr you Secretary to thrTira»uq) 

ij. Were you In that utu.uoa vn tLc tXth wf At-gvJ, IMJ* 

A. I va». 

(A letter was put ir.’o the lunds of the w.tr.m j 


Q. Ii that your b-n«i**M <-$/ 

T t eVosd Char cC.lor. q. W hat U ih-t Hi * r * 

A. It 4 ItUrf ‘ Q ^ ** *-• ' 1 * 


P»L«v ,lr* 


Mt. WKAiroJ. “ M'« ffppw, l>jr il-» H‘" 
»hMnic>pleih«Uiiu.i«*w riti.«y«tct 

1 j lC Loid C!oncsB*>r- *• U fat wxsu.e u»- * * 

•ktendam. u w t n , u p 1 45 " f 1 *£,1 u 

v $ ,),e Lords Ccuinuuwocrs u» u»c ricuvij, A ! 
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Q. The xiir.e balance on the 31Hof December o! lie u= t i«e I 
A. 31st of December, 173), lo balance from lie old accknl.cr.i. 
12s. 3d- 

Q. The same balance on the 3 lit of March, ns3? 

A. 3I*t of March, 17S5, to balance from old account, 10O5L lli, 3d. 

Q. The same balance on the 30th of June, 17S5? 

A. The 30th of June, 17S5, to balance from old account, 5003U 13i_ 54. 
Q. The same balance on the 30th of September, 1795? 

A. The 30th of September, 1793, lo balance from old account, 4icih 
12s. 3d. 

Q. The same balance on the30tb of Xorember, 1733? 

A. The 30th of November, 1793, to balance from old account. SiCtl, 
12s. 3d. 

Q. The same balance on the 1th of January, 17id ? 

A. The 1th of January, 17SC, to balance from old account 21031 Uj. Jj. 
Q. Thu same balance on the 30th of January, 1758? 

A. The 30th of Jan. 178<J, to balance from old jr-cocnt, 33371, It. ad. 

Q. 'I Ilf same balance on the 3 lit of August, 1730 ? 

A, ThcJUtuf Au$. 1783. to balance from old account, 3971. 4*. Id, 

Q. The same balance on the 27th of February, 1737 ? 

A The Cltlj of Feb. 17S7, to balance from old account, 5071. it. 4.1. 

Q. 'flic w m e balance on the 3 1st of October, 1737? 

A. The Slit of Oct. 1787, to balance ftom old account, 9071. is, td. 

Q. The same balanccon lhc22thof March, I7S3? 

A. The SO tit of March, 1783, lo balance from old account, 407L 4*. id, 
Q. The same balance on the 3 lit of May, 17SS ? 

A. The Jl»t of May, 17S9, to balance fnun old account, J107L 4*. t J. 
Q, The same balance on the 57th of September, 1718? 

A. The 27th of Sept. 17S3, to balance from old aitvuat, 407U 4*. 4*1, 

Q, The same balance on the 30th of September, 17*0? 

A. The 30th of Sept. 1759, to balance Irum old account, 1071, it. 4d- 
Q. The tame balance on the 3 1st of December, 17U ? 

A, The 3Ut of Dec, 1783, to balance from old accent, * JJL In id. 

Q, Tlic unis balance on the 30tl» of September, 17 aJ? 

A. The 30thofScpt. 1700, In balauce from oM acr^ct, 7y7l« It. id. 

The ujijc balance on the 30th of J)ci cuiber, I7.*»? 

A. The 3Wh o\ Dec. 1790, to balance fr»*u ol I acec-j-t, J737J, K «d. 


M. Vlomcr. “ One tingle question tn the cutjru-l fur lU «u** U 
defendant, would line dupoieJ of ill il\i» io.cit>jiu.n of 
fur (lie lulancel would hue been udmiilcl." 

,Vr.' Whhhieid. •• The nunr^rri hurt ouljriorrjitt, ii»i r t 
IcarnqJ couiuel did noi »uie tneir idra'-iujii i lulls tnUn. 
Ticir fitouuWe Jupoiuion induce* me m hind uicr 14 itiia )4 
account, will) which I hope ihcj- wlU Cuucvi. 


Mr. CeJ r/r femul mMJ, oaf examine./ iy Mr. IY Vein it 
Q, Hue jou cxmua.l *ad u j.<d lie) r.a)) 

■ Q. l>j)w loo. lUl IV iecu-ul mojaisl lie !i.u I 

Q. .lmjuu.ri«iU*l>ulS<ultxli,tolu«jwBiwrwf • 5 "" 
ta th« acevutu la »w£h boAi ? < 
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Q. W ere you in partnership With roar father ? 1 - 

t A. I vu, 

Q. Did 3 our late father act as solicitor to Lord Melville? 

A. I belie\e he did on some occasion. 

Mi. Whitbread. “ This Witness may withdraw'* 

Mr. Hugh, Warren Morn, and examined fy Mr. Whitbread. 
Q. Are >ou deputy Keeper of the Signet? 1 * ' 

A. 1 am. 

Q. Was Lord Melville Keeper of the Signet ?, 

A. He was. 

Q. is he coir so? , . 

A. No. 

Who is the present Keeper of the Signet? * 

A. Mr. Robert Duudas. * < i 

Q. Was this in consequence of a reversion while Lord McMU« 
keeper f 

'I he Lord Chancellor objected to this question. 

Q. What is the income of the office ? 

' A. It is uncertain*, sometimes it is considerable. 

"Mr. Whitbread. “ I have no farther questions to ask,'* 

‘ Cross-examination by Mr. Plotter. 

Q. Do not tbeprofilsof this place an»efron> the sale of valuable c/ficrs? 
A. The) do. 

Q. Docs it not produce ft: some years many thousand*, and ia others 
nothing. ‘ ' 1 

A. It is uncertain. ' ' , > 

. Several other questions were proposed by Lord Lauderdale, and 
the learned counsel, respecting the emoluments of the office, and 
the witness was asked it Lord Melville were not Lord advocate 
of Scotland, and if the profits of the office were coiuiJcuhJr, to 
both which questions be answered in the affirmative. 

Mr. Robert Dundax xvjs then Shorn, and esaairud by 
* ’ - Mr. Whitbread. 

Q. Are you not In the receipt of Lwd Melville’* salary, a* Keeper c/ 
the Privy bed > 

A. I am. 

Q. Has there been any addition to the salary dace the year 1 100 i 
(Mr. Plomcr objected to the question, and it was withdrawn.) 

Q. Are you receiver far Lord Melville generally ia ScttUad? 

A. I atn. 

. Kir. Whitbread. 14 The last matter to which I shall csUyo«.f 
Lordship’s attention, is this. 'I he Commons have yndo;cJ ia 
evidence the release between Lord Melville and Mr. 'I io<tcfc/i l < 
jaib of April in IfcOJ. They now mean to prove, tlut hH 
ship was m London the 28th of April in that year, and iu»i K* 
scat in the Home of Peer*." ‘ 

Mr. Plomcr. ** I do not know tfat any Uifag tom* 

Mr. Whitbread. “He took, his «at ups*n »Ui ** t- 4 * 

proof is objected to, the CuraouiM now cL»c t'.cir f 
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“ In the course of what I shall have to otter on this 
occasion, I must state many things. which will be ex- 
tremely mortifying to lord Melville, and to those nu. 
merous and digmhed friends, who-are connected with 
him. For myself, I may he permitted to say that it 
is a painful duly, w liich w ith my best exertions I will 
fulfil/, 

“ In this impeachment, the commons have no perso- 
nal enmity to indulge. They cannot avoid iccollcctin" 
the honors which lirfvo been conferred on the noble de- 
fendant, the splendor in which he has lived, the royal 
favor by which helms been distinguished; and they reluc- 
tantly place in contrast, the humiliation of his present 
condition, called upon to answer the most sviious 
charges, for crimes destructive of the welfare of his coun- 
try. Under these impressions it is not w ith satisfaction, 
much less with exultation, that they appear before your 
lordships. 

“ Wo stand in a situation of great responsibility. 
We are sensible tiiat die managers of the House of Com- 
mons, the witnesses which have been examined, nay, 
every person concerned in the cause, is at this moment 
with the eyes of the nation fixed upon them, and all of 
us m ay be said to be in a certain sense upon our trial. 

“ We are my Lords, as well as yon the ministers of 
justice, we likp you have a. great and impotent duty to 
discharge, not'when compared indeed with tbit which 
you will have to fulfil, when the proceedings here are 
concluded, and you are called upon to dcicunhto the 
fate of tlio noble defendunt. - 

“ I will now proceed to state the course I shall pur- 
sue. I shall first explain what lire the crimes with which 
Lord Melville is charged, and shall next state the evi- 
dence applicable to the charges, and distinguish what 
appears to me to be certain and iucuntxovcrtililc, from 
what is problem itical. 

li 'I’he crimes with which the noble ilucmuut n 
charged, are of two kinds; they are otfimccs acamit 
the common law, and also against povitise institution. 
The first and tenth articles relate unly to uiliucc.agj.ut 
the former, all the others arc not only against the <-ua,. 
tnonlaw, butin violation uf an act of parhauicat-^ 
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salary opon the -express condition that he will not do 
a cei tain act, and he do that act, he is guilty of a breach 
of duty, which is an offence against the common 
law. Without dwelling a moment on this self-evident 
proposition, I shall proceed lo examine the state of the 
tact, and observe upon the testimony which applies lo 
it But before I do tins I will just take notice, that al- 
though I most unavoidably trespass much upon your 
Lordships time ; it is not my intention lo slate all or 
even a great part of the evidence, to which you have given 
patient attention above eight days. / And ituppears to 
me die less necessary to take that comprehensive view, 
because in my conception the question depends upon a 
few points, which maybe circuinscitbcd within a very 
narrow compass, so that it will not be expedient lo fol- 
low up the evidence through the multifarious items of 
account, in order to satisfy jour Lordships' minds of the 
only matter into which you are to enquire, whether the 
noble Lord be or be not guilty. 

“ My Lords, we have thought it our duty, lo produce 
all the materials, all the vouchers, und documents we 
could supply m the course of the evidence, in order lo 
disclose to the utmost of our power the nature of the 
accounts and of the transactions; und you will not he 
surprised that we have done so, when you rellect that 
the partv accused, being a public accountant and em- 
ploying all the information ol winch lie is in possession 
foi the defence, his taken especial care not to produce 
a tittle of evidence, a single scrip of piper to cspiaiu 
the circumstances of his situation and conduct. 

“ Although so. much of your lime lias already been 
engaged lit the lucrative of ibis alfair it will he necessary 
to 'rccal your Lordships attention too few of the paiti- 
culars " 

“ You will recoiled tint Ins Majesty appointed ccui- 
nussiouei s, to enquire into the state of the public ac- 
count', that these coiimu-sioiicrs made certain rc;e>:iJ 
m the progress of their duty, ninth weiehnd before Ike 
House of Commons, und the Commons House car. e 
to resolutions, aficr deliberating tin ll *w« K|>ut- 

« M\ Lords, the thud report has been it-« >» 
deuce Oil this occasion, und you have Jour I d- 1 f 
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l C J a, ;. 0falI d , edu . ctioi,s - i ? ful1 satisfaction of all na-cj 


and fees, and, other profits and emolument* heretofore 
. e W ed by foi mer Treasurers of our Navy. 

. f £ The noble Lord was in the enjoyment of this am* 
pie ^enumeration during all the time he held ibis dig- 
pitied office, and the only question before your Lordships 
I*, it having received these emoluments he IiaS complied 
M itb the conditions on which they vveie granted. 

* l I anf sure from this stite of the matter, that if as we 
must suppose from some questions which have been pat 
by the leaincd counsc . v 

r your attention to the 

“tained any loss by disobedience to this regulation, it 
"will be an attempt to direct your minds to a subject 
‘wholly irrelevant. A person lecetving so large a reward, 
‘is not t ' his 

'devutic . 1 to 

.enjoy it ■ , . nr, 

‘meiely ■ ed, 

and is't _ „ ii, uiim utjubey 

the injunctions he receives. What was he required to 
do m retuin for this advantageous arrangement? No- 
thing was'addcd tp his duties, lic'uas required only to 
’ abstain 'from the use of the public money, and for this 
alohe the sacrifice >vus made, and his salary was dou- 
bled.” ' 


“ My Loids^'it will be now iny endeavour to shew 
J that although Jie received this sum, he negltclcd the duty 


for' \\ Inch 1 it was given, and uppbed the public monies to 
Ins own benefit. The fact is proved to you und I shall 
pass over the evidence without much comment. 

“ Ia>rd Melville was appointed in August, and on the 
Ctb of November the sum of 45,000b was issued to him 
for the service of the Navy. On 4 the -2d of the same 
month 50,0001/ and shortly after yJ,S30l. were ismcd. 
These three sums considerably exceed 1 80,000 1, and I 
find upon the evidence that no less than 11,0(01. »i» 
intercepted in its course and directed into improper 
channels. Of the 45,000! only lOOOOl. nos canad 
to the eiedit of Lord Melville at the bank: the rcnai 


mg 5,0( oh was received, but devoted to some puipu£ 
X do not say that there v> legal cv.ut.icc that t 
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say the least, your lordships will consider this in the 
highest degree improbable. 

I do not trouble your Lordships in detail with tho 
manner in which oe have identified the. notes, by the 
cleihs of the " • ■ ond. 0 ' , 

perhaps moi e .... — -..of the notes 

themselves. You will however, remember that by the 
proper persons fiom the Bank, we have proved that no 
two notes for the same sum were ever made out of the' 
same number and letter, and I reflect with satisfaction 
on the attention your Lordships have paid to the evi- 
dence which tendeis the repetition of this auxiliary testi- 
mony superfluous. f t 

“ Thus we have proved that one of the five notes being 
part of the turn of 50,000 C arrived at his Lordships 
bankers, and was passed to his Lordship’s account. Wo 
have proved likewise that another of these notes was 
•paid into the house of Messrs. Moffat, Kensington, ami 
Co. in discharge of a bill diavvn from Edinburgh, on 
account of Lord Melville. 

" With this proof before 

join; Lordships, 4 ... ~iat this money 

linprested for public sei vices, was devoted fiom that 
service to the separate use and advantage of the noble 
Defendant; the one note to increase the credit of his 


private account at Messrs. Drummond, the other to dis* 
charge a particular bill against Ids Lordship, and there 
seems to my mind no possibility of resisting the conclu- 
sion.” 

tf I must here say a few words on tho conduct of ilm 
learned counsel with icspcct to the evidence, With re- 
gard to the sums received from the Lxclicrpnr, great 
objections were made to the form in which vve endea- 
voured to substantiate the facts, and they were pleased 
to resist thq production of public books m evidence be*' 
lore you, tliey appearing in defence of a public offiur, m 
whose office theac very books were prepared. Till* ap- 
peared to us so strange a proceeding, that we could only 
suppose it to be in pcrlect consistency with thermit m 
which oil vouchers* were destroyed with u view tosavt cat 
all information from jour Loiddiips. M j ^ 
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Cnmts, and the. evils consequent upon them, if this 
species of evidence were not u. . u admitted. On a 
thousand occasions the guilty must escape panbhmcat 
it testimony ot this hind were to he rejected. 

Clerks of solicitors are sometimes witnesses every* 
day to a hundred transactions and tnsti uments. is it 
to be expected they should speak from their own recol- 
lection, and not from the confidence, that they would 
not fraudulently apply their own -..go iturc ? In the 5 ii 
Term Repoits there was a precedent exactly in point. 
It was a case in which it was decided, that where the n it- 
ness had no recollection, the entry was sufficient. If the 
witness {lave not a clear iccol/ettiun, the original hoots 
must bo produced ; hut if he still retained the transac- 


tion m his memory, tins piodrclion was not necessary. 
It is easy to dispose of such an objection. 

Then we assert that this 20004 was diverted from its 


proper channel by Lord Melville within a few months 
after the acceptance ot the office. It mil not he pre- 
tended that this sum was foi'lns Loidslnps salary. lit 
the first place, his silary could not have reached that 
amount in so short a tune; and in .the next, jourl-oid- 
ships find .Mr. Douglas had made other payments to the 
Treasurer on account of Ins salary. 

“ It is certainly not in the power of the Managers of 
the Commons to shew to your Lordships in the same 
direct and unanswerable manner the precise application 
ofthe other items Thaie named; hut although weean- 
not expose the immediate pm pose, yet we can make it 
evident that the amounts, instead of being in the lianir. 
Were, by the permission of die noble Lord, employ ul in a 
way contrary to law. 

“ Me have shewn, (baton the 50th of April, 1780, the 
very month in wim.li lie quitted his first Treasurcrslup, 
there was a balance against him of ?!), I0S/. and that 
there was only in the liank at that time (i. lOb /. having 
a deficiency of 2J, 0004 That sum was reduetd by sub- 
sfouent payments, on account of the Treasurer, into lira 
Bank in Juno and July. On die 2 ltli of June 10004 
Was paid In July two sums were paid m oil the same 
account, one of .50004 and another ol SC004 and wo 
hat e proved diatthcy were supplied from Messrs. .Smita, 
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, this case,, it -lids been shewn/ that no such' reference «a« 
made, and no such authority obtained. 

\ '. na i be proper liere to remark, that the whole ba- 
lance ot 70001. must be considered as remaining, and did 
in fact continue* until ins Loidsliip'quitted the treasurcr- 
r m May* ‘1800; and 'there uas not a day from the 
1 month' <Jf 'January; 1784, when the'differtnccs between 
_ the - Bank account and the Tieasurers 'official account, 

' Hid 'not' exceed that sum. ' The necessary conclusion" is, 
that during this long intervpl when he held this office, 
.that sum uas applied to his own private purposes. 

; 1 ’/’TPe haPe' no \v seen that by mating up the old account ' 
, in this extraoidniary manner,’ a dilierence against tho 
new ‘Treasurer, ’in the new-account,' must hate arisen of 
6000 /. 0 Sooil afterlthe last ! tiansfer uas made in the 
'month of June, I7S4, a draft was made by the Paymas- 
ter to ‘lUi'.i SwaffieldTor 20001. . Thh name of Suafficld 

was employe’ ’ ■ ■’ - Into his tios«ei- 

sio’n 1 . .’ In'M 
' like anldiiut, 

tiler 400ql,- _ '■ 

"oil the -Treasurer’s hfitr account by a'cleik in the office, 
vrlio'had received the amount on account’of'the salary of 
ilho Treasurer of thd Xavy. The hOOOl. 1 and the 4000/. 
make a deficiency against the Ti easuru of 10,000/. 'and 
cu'ithi this' reduction: ofi lOOOl. the amount yet "due is 
igOOO /.' - Accoidingly, «»e find an excess of flint amoinit 
in the official h'Jlance, comparcll iv/lh the Bonk balance, 

- •>' <iv jTo lhr.°d ofKo'cmhtr, , 

nig 1786, irwas, that jir.-uwa. , , " c 

1 ufhcc of Paymaster! ‘ - , , . , 

. i ,“ Upon' this appointment Mr Trotter hau transferred 
to him tho balance which remained against die lormcr 
Paymaster. Your L6.dsl.ips will recollect it was an 
inconsiderable ..mount. . The monies in the 1 "5 < 

hands' me all app. oprialed to particular Mniccu arid arc 
delivered over by the Paymaster, excepting a compara 
lively small sum which is applied to the pd>mcntof t 
'Chequer fees. This balance, on the toll, of ! 
uas paid by the Executor to Mr. IVoMcr, 
to the offieef But at this lime there «u »o hsio.H« u 
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upon our oku evidence, and confidently a$ 3 ert w hat that 
enables us to maintain. 1 

“ M hat ! Lord Melville a public accountant, en- 
trusted with money, in the optpi face of day to declare 
tiiat lie has employed that money hi a way he will not 
expose ? "This aloue, we contend, is in itself a main vio- 
lation of' the law of the lund. What! 'this accountant, 
the seivant of the public, to tell that public, that he 
has given the money which they delivered to him foi an 
express purpose to fulfil ’other designs, and not to reveal 
the motive which induced him to jLusq their confidence. 

“ Where, my Lord£, can we look for any justification 
of such conduct? Where can wc lind any apology for 
it? Was it authorized by the Sovereign? Was it by the 
usage oL the state? lias it been customary yith the 
Treasurer of his Majesty’s Navy, to div ert money, made 
over to him for certain objects of great importance, to 
other purposes, and then broadly to announce that he 
will not discover thp time,’ or the occasion when this 
was done? 

“ No such vindication or excuse" appears in the history 
of past times; and we charge him with misapplying the 
public money a second time not bn cxtiancoua and col- 
lateral evidence but on his own confession. 

\ “ We [mve been informed that the great safeguard of 
British liberties is, that the funds of the state should not 
be in the hands of its oflicers but for public purposes. 
The money voted by the rcpicsentatives of.tIje people is 
not withdrawn from the nation without its tycinjg distinctly 
stated what arc the specific services to which U shall ba 
dhcctcd. 

44 It is true, that in some peculiar cases ministers arc 
empow cacd to devote certain sums to what arc called se- 
cret services. Hut under w hat guard is thL extraordi- 
nary privilege conceded? The minister is to su car that 
the money has been applied to public purpose?. And, 
my Lords, wilt you endure, that this wall of protection 
should he thrown down, llut these prudent maxim* 
should Le abandoned by a public minhar from huo«n 
authority, inertly because hp is determined toeluucaU 
enquiry. . 

* 4 The counsel have informed you tiiat during the p> 
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Under this exposition of a plain and notorious fact, 
the Commons submit to your Lordships, that unless you 
give your countenance to a conduct in defiance of dll 
th'it is decent, at all that is voflewibtc in the state, there 
is an end ol the case. II you do sanction it, uli the 
libei ties tor which your ancestors have bled are to be re- 
signed. 

I shall not trespass further on your time upon thc>e 
articles, blit shall non proceed to the other parts of the 
ease. The icmammg charges refer to the construction 
of a particular act ol parliament, and theicfoie, nithout 
occupying your attention by pointing out the distinctions 
between each aiticle, I shall shew The general nature o? 
the crime which the senatorial regulation was intended 
10 |n event. 

14 We Jnst shew that Loid Melville has drawn out 
money not for the gcnei al service, but fur his own pri- 
vate u»c. We then proceed to explain that he lias de- 
rived emolument from the money so diverted from its. 
legitimate object. On the first part of (lie case I have 
already ms/slcd the second » a violation of the statute 
us well u» an olfuice jgamst the common law, us 1 before 
intimated. ' 

44 We have proved that Lord Melville 1 did derive such 
profit by transferring the money to private bankers ; and 
we say he dfd so, bv rtcciving advances of large sumv 
through the medium of Mr. Trotter; and we assert, th.it 
it is a high aggravation of the offence d|a( he* destroyed 
all the paper* itlncb he thought could give evidence on 
this subject. 

44 1 have mentioned, llut in January, 178/?, Mr. Troi- 
ter vrai appointed Paymaster, and then it it uv that, Lord 
Melville took the lead in that legislative* piovision by 
which the ubn-es of his office ncic to be abolished. Jt 
was indeed highly gratifying to the nation, tou.cu jfcr.on, 
who n a4 him^Uf in mi oliicwl situation, tbu-> stcpforw.ml 
to jn event such abuses ni die establishment over which 
he* presided. A repot t wa4 m ide l»> The Omnm-uoma* 
to whom 1 have ahuded, calfut the Eighth Ifepurr An 
.vet of parliament it* early a» the inttilklb} tar of (he. 
Mug, and several swh'Ujmm statute^, were pviwd, **t >t 
ujipointiug uud enabling Comniksumc/i to eumu 
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neither debtor to,, nor creditor of the public, except as' 
lur us he may be responsible for his deifo; on passing his 
accounts, the bill indorsed! or requisition of the Navy 5 
Hoard, is both bis authority,, and: voucher for his draft;* 
the draft indorsed, is the voucher for the Hank to prove* 
their payment. • ■ \ i { . , . ■ 

. “ Aly Lords,, you uoir'scc the trhole object of Parlia- 
ment before you, and it is extremely! materia) that you 
should consider the terms of this report. -The exclusive 
design of the act was to leave nothing in the power of the 
Treasurer of the Navy : ns Ion" as the statute was res- 
pected be could neither be a debtor nor a' creditor of the 
state, and to prevent' his interference with the monies for 
the transfer of which he was the odicidl -medium u 
large salary was assigned to him. * 

, M , Vou then, find that leave- was given to bring in the 
bill thus recommended by the weight and 'authority of 
these commissioners, and we have seen how far the ifigltt* 
Honorable Henry Dundas went on iustru mentally in this' 
business. The bill passed the’Ilouscof Commons, and 1 
3Ur. Dunilas, then Treasurer of the Navy, was directed to 
carry it to the Lords and having proceeded thus fur l* 
must- now advert to the provisions of the act itself. 1 

“.The first section- enacts That from aml aftcr the 
“ first day of July, .178a, Treasurer of his Majesty* 

11 Navy for the time being,' in nil memorials lobe by him 
“ presented to the Treasury for money for navy services, 

“ shall pray, . that such sum as he requires may be Lined* 

“ to the Governor ami Company of the Hank of England,' 
on. bis account, and shall transmit with each memorial, 

“ a copy, of the letter or letters from the Commissioners 
“ of the Navy, Victualling, and hick and Hurt Hoard?, 
directing him to apply for Mich sum or sums ; in which 
“ letter or letters, the said Comnmsioners shall, and they’ 
“aie hereby requited ami directed to specify,’ for what’ 

** particular service or services the said money is wanted, 

“ and shall also state the balances then in tlie haiuli of 
“ the Treasurer of the Navy under each head or service 
“ respectively ; and the Commissioners of bis Majesty's 
“ Tremury for the time, being, by their letter from time, 

“ to limtv>Im!l direct the Auditor of die Exchequer, to' 

“ is^utf to the Governor and Cou ipany of- the llnuoi 

** Lii-pud 



,JOU. 13 AO 0 aqa iiodn Are.tp~pBqs ‘dsZt -jo Xep jsjy •,, 
am J 33 JB pire uiojj ‘j 0 .msBa.tX' pres atp paspoipire , y 

•ifjnp aatpo siq m suos.tad jo ‘uos.i0d aip jo ‘jpsimq ,, 
; Xq ‘Suiaq amp apt joj ‘Zabj^ s/ 3 safBj^ ‘sip jo jaJtts h 
M?a.ix aip }aq 3 ‘papEua qf aq>puy „ — ttopoag ipanoj 

•panssi ptre paAB.ia st „ 

3t tpapn joj saDiAJOs atp 03 SmpjoooB ‘pauopuamaAOqB „ 
sjunoDDE aip 03 paaE]d aq 03 put? ‘ptiE]Su;j j : o qtrep aq3 ,, 
,-jo jCtrediuog pire jotuaAOQ aq 3 03 pred aq 03 p03aaj „ 
-ip pire panssi aq pnqs aures aq3 3nq f uotssassod .10 33 
spireq siq tq paaEjd aq 03 pa3aaqpJO ‘paaepi aq paps 
jo ‘Xae]sj aq 3 jo jaansBa.ix aq 3 03 aanbaqaxg s^safej^r „ 
-siq uiojj panssi aq pBqs &n?n arp jo paiAjas ‘aq 3 iioj 33 
Xauoui ou e g$ii ‘/[np jo Znp 3s { aq 3 J 33 JB pire ttio.ij 33 
jBtp ‘paianua jaip.tnj 31 aq puy 33 *— uopoag pjiqx 
, c-. - • 'XpApaad f , 

-sa.t saaiAjas asoip 03 3 [qBapddB puB paApaai sums jtq 33 
-nap.red aq 3 ‘sp.reorj 3Jnpj pire qaig pireSutpElpaiy dip „ 
jo sjauoissirnmoj arp 03 iCjp.taa osjb pBqs pire i aou 3> 
-aas jo spnoq aApaadsa.i atp japtm 3dtaaa.t ajo'q.w aq3 jo 3# 
junoam? .tre Aabj\£ arp jo s.iatioissiuHnoQ arp 03 ijp.iaa ,, 
iCppippaumn pBqs iCABj^r atp jo J0.msBa.ix atp ‘janbatp 33 
-xg; atp 3B saiuora qons qB jo 3dtaaoa no pire 5 qaire.iq ?? 
SuiqBrpot^ arp puB ‘qotre.iq s jatqsi ?3 ‘qauB.tq .ioj 33 
‘Suiaq amp aip joj jajnsaajx pans jo attren aq3 Supjas „■ 
-in ‘Xab]sJ sZjsafejy siq jo ja.inseaax aq3 jo luhoaay „ 
aqX ‘paimpui aq 03 pun ‘pireqSivTj jo qtrep pres aip „ 
jo ^iredtuoQ puB JOU.13A03 arp jo 9 qoocf aip in pasrea „ 
aq 03 S 3 imoaoB .io junoaoB uo pire ‘03 paaBjd a'q pBqs „ 
‘pirepug jo qirep aip jo Xireduio* ) pire JOtuaAor) aipo} „ 
panssi aq 03 saiuoin qans pi? pire £ab^; sAjsafnj^ siq „ 
jo ja.msBa.ix oqj 03 panssi aaojo 3 ajoq uoaq 9 abi] ^aqi 
sb jauuBin a.qp ui ‘puBjSu 7 [ jo qu^g; aip jo ^ubcIuioq „ 
pire JOIU 9 AO 0 aip 03 panssi aq pBqs ‘uA\B.ip aq pnqs „ 
‘X.msBa.ix s/3safBj \[ siq jo s.iauoissiiuiuo^ aip jo s.ia 3 ? 9 | 33 
rpiq.ti joj sums pa pun J ag.reqaSip 3iiapp}ns b aq 33 
pBqs ‘iCuBdmoQ pire joujdaoq pres aip jo’re.iatqsB^ 33 
jo jaiqsBQ aip jo 3 diaaa.i-. aip ipnpvv joj. ‘ja.msBaJX » 
pres arp jo .ihoabj in ‘janbaqaxTp oqi 3 B jap’jo papspBS „ 
-an aip uocln uA\B.ip aq paps .10330] ipt'S paiqM joj tuns 3> 
atp ‘Smaq atuq aq 3 joj .tajnsaajx pans Sutureu b^ABjvj „ 
SA’tsofnjv sii-i jo j0.msia.ix aq) JO' lunooaii uo. pui)[SV,j „■ 

• 161 



''and Company of the Bank of England for all navy 
“'services whatever, and shall specify in each, and every 
(haft, the head of service for which the same is drawn* 

* and no draft of tlvc said Treasujer, or the person, or 
* f persons authorised as aforesaid, shaft he* deemed 05 
ttr a sufficient voucher to the said Governor* and Com- 
“ pany ot the Bank of Kngland, unless the same specific* 
“ die iicad of set vice for which it is drawn, and has been 
>f itcttiiiHy paid by {lie said Governor and Company of 
“ the Bank of Kngland. 

fifth Section- — ** Provided alwavs that the monies to 
“ Ik? issued unto the Governor and Company of the 
Bank of Kngland, on account of the Treasurer of hi* 
Majesty’s Navy, shall not be paid but of the Bank 
unless for navy services, and in puiauunce of draft to 
44 be drawn on the Governor and Company of the Bank 
** of Kngland, and assigned by the Treasurer of his 
“ Majesty’s Navy for the time being, or the person, or 
“ persons authorised ns aforesaid, in which draft shall 
44 be specified the heads of service, to which the sums 
44 therein mentioned ate to be applied ; and which drafts 
44 so dni'in, shall he sufficient authority to the Bank to 
4t pay $ueh money to the poisons mcpiioncd in such draft 
*• or to the bearer of them.” 

“Thus we find'thal the wisdom of Parliament directed 
that no money for the sciviccof the navy should be issued 
to the Treasurer of the Navy, hut to t lie Governor am! 
Company of the Bank of Kngland, and when the money 
arrived at this Ircusuiy it was not to he withdrawn imlc&i 
the paiticular seivicc to which it was to be applied wa* 
distinctly specified. 

M My hoi<K tin 1 } statute made o most important 
alteration in the office to which the Noble Lord had been 
appointed ; end tin* salutaiy measure teemed to give 
the nation complete security, that the application of pub- 
lic money to private purposes from which <oumd> din- 
ger wn* uppichendul, would be diteonlimud. 'Hu* 
Uilct «cunc<l and appeared 10 ho suctc.-duilv produced 
not merely on areounl of the Act of Parliament, hut be- 
cause thcfraimx of the statute wu» himself in the evoca- 
tion of the office to he performed. ’J*hey nilij 
faction a person in this situation hucauvo they l«*d o«t 
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for the transference of the account from the hank, tvas 
merely to conceal a vast project for lending out the pub- 
lic monies for private emolument, and for indulging in 
vomantic schemes of extensive speculation. 

„ “ I understand we are to be told, my Lords, in defence 
of this Treasurer of the Navy, that he had no knowledge 
of any thing that passed in Ids office, that ho entrusted 
all' to the management of his Paymaster who was un- 
faithful to his employers, and with this simple statement 
the justice of your Lordships, that justice demanded 
from you by your country, is to be appeased. In the 
Same breath we are to beinfoimed of thcgieat solici- 
tude of Lotd Melville for the public welfare, which was 
so excessive as to make him utterly indifferent to every 
thing else. Hotv these palpable contradictions are to be 
reconciled, I leave to the ingenuity of my learned friends 
to declare ; in any inferior hands the attempt must he 
wholly unsuccessful. 

“ It is in evidence before you, that his Lordship had 
a large salary merely for a nominal superintendence of 
a great office You have seen that he had no duty to 
perform, he was to receive nothing, to pay nothing, he 
had only a kind of ostensible authority over an officer 
called his Paymaster, and the defence to he set up is, that 
this Trustee of the public has totally neglected the mo- 
mentary duties ho had to pci form. 

“ I will make another observation on this species of 
defence — 

“ You have on your recollection the large sums ot 
public money (whether with the knowledge of Lord 
Melville, or otherwise, is not at present material) which 
were directed to relieve the exigencies ofhis Lordship. I 
allude to the India Stock, nml the Loyalty Loan, paid 
for by the public money: the debts to Messrs. Forbes 
and Co. and to Messrs Mansfield and Co.; the70OO/. 
Reduced Annuities, all supplied from the same abundant 
fountain. , , . , . 

“ You arc told that Lord Mclwllc was indolent m ins 
privateaffairs, negligent and careless almost to the cjtrea.o 
of folly, hut witliregaid to the public he was quite the 
verse; there he was all energy and activity, all vigilance 
and wisdom. It is singular, if this be true, tbit » 1 -cn 
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touted to shew that the noble defendant had been taferr 
much by surprise in the answers he had made to those 
Coinmissioneis, and that he had neither sbfficient time to- 
consider the questions ptoposed, or- the replies to her 
given to Such enquiries." ' 

“ One would imagine fiom this sort of defence aimed- 
at in this case, on more than one subject, that the’ noble 
defendant was a man of giiiat simplicity, ‘ignorant of the 
affairs of the u«rld, and unpiactised in the business of 
life. 'That on this pafticular occasion, he had acted con- 
sistently with this general character, and had given his- 
answers in a manner loose, ‘tncoriect and irregular. On 
reading the exaniination to which I have referred, no- 
Such opinion would he formed of the noble defendant. 
Instead of precipitation and incaution, he demands pro- 
tection from the letter of that law, with which he is per- 
fectly conversant : from tile beginning to the end of this- 
proceduie he wears the appearance of a person com- 
pletely on his guard, and in eveiy part of his icply, he 
accommodates his ansvVeis with great address to his own 
purposes. 

“ I am suie, my Lords, you will think that the reasons 
assigned- by the Commissioners for the method adopted 
in their examination was 'discreet and well founded, and 
the public aie under the greatest obligations to that ho- 
nouiable and learned peison who appealed iidieasa 
witness, (Mr. Serjeant Traed), and to those with whom 
he was united in these important and public dutiei. 
They have steadfastly, vntuoOsly, and honourably dis - - 
chaiged their functions, and me entitled to the approba- 
tion of their country. 

* ‘ “ If any intuguing minister wcic desiious to have 
Commissioners of .Enquiry appointed under the specious 
appearance of e> posing to.the public the abuses of office, 
no oilier expedient would be necessary to defeat citiy 
Useful design, than lo connive that the persons to be in- 
ter! dgated, bcfoie their appearance in the presence of the 
Commissioners, should have tile questions hid bcfoie 
diem, that they might discover ill what way they could 
host delude the puhlie ill-such an cxannilnuon. - , 

' ‘‘ The examination to which Ish-all now proceed, took 
LlaceoirtficJth uf.VorCmheit iso*, -it ihaiihiie the 
-- -w ‘ - precept 
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had every fair oppoi tqmty of doing so, and that on mere 
application for, this purpose, his request would have been 
granted. , v - i , , „ , , , , 

“ Then . my lords, on the 28th of March, laOoj, after 
the report had been, published, he, t> rites to correct his 
former examination.? That letter ugs laid before your 
loi dships, and you find by it that he had hot only an op~ 
portunity of amending any errors at his examination, but 
that he had the same means after a long period of 
time. ,, , . , ■ , . 1 

' ■ “ What is-the account of Loid Melville on bging asked 
whether he gave permission to the paymaster to withdraw 
the money from the Bank, and lodge it in the hands of a 
•private banker, with a, view to his dciiving any advantage 
or emolument-therefrom ? ,, He. answers ‘ If itis meant 
to ask me whether I ever gave any direct authority to the 
paymaster. to use the money in the manner abovemen- 
tioned, I, should certainly, answer no,;, but I have, no 
hesitation insaying that I believed and understood hejid, 
and never prohibited him from doing so ; apd I believe 
it, was so understood by others* at , different times, • when 
the establishment of the, Navy Pay-oflicq was under con-; 
sideration, when certainly no competent provision was 
made for the peison exercising, that, trust of, great extent 
and responsibility.’ , , „ „ j 

“ My lords, when I read this answer — an answer which 
he gave after mature consideration, to which he adhered, 
which he never coirected, although he had the fullest 
opportunity of doing so ; I presume that there wilt he no 
difficulty in satisfying your minds, because no doubt, as 
it appears to me, can remain with any lational person on 
this subject. After the act had passed, by which it was 
commanded that the money should remain in the hank, 
and he applied only to public purposes, , he sj)S, ,in re- 
spect to the use of the money by the paymastep, I have 
no hesitation in saying, that £ believed and understood 
he did, and never, pi olnbitcd him from doing so.' * 

“ I wish, my lords, to impress this sort of incontcsti- 
ble evidence strongly on your minds. We have thought 
it necessary to trace a great variety, of the subjects of 
these charges from their origin, through all their pro- 
gression to the ultimate conclusion: but this, my lores* 
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suoiiBnfcA oqi ui ‘osqBogq iBqi ‘poisisui gq oi 11 sj „ 

•gsodjnd iBqi joj pg.unboj si'iBip 
* ]|B OABq 0AV ‘poipgj A\ou uoi}Buuup.xg gjgui gqi uodn joj 
‘uoipiAuoo jo gsodjnd ojoiu gqi joj iCjussoogu iou sbav 
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t°rjr;]».9p/, tjiat, there. are no small payments nha (ever 
ipadq- QJjtpe .paymaster, .excepting in exchequer. fee* 
which is. an affair of quite a different nature. . You nil! 
not forget what is stated of the office 'of paymaster. He 
is theseivant.of j| )e treasurer; , but all he has tbdo in 


and 

bch 


, i 

rce 


p»y ' of 

. .... . o .. .... , red 

thousand pounds, .and even to .much highcr .sums. , 

,1“ The, ape the cleils 

pf the. ni branch, small 

payments _ _ ...... am as.’iamed 

to detain yon pp what ij, go pbiiqus, an(l palpable.; I \> ill 
not piocped :,.tjic truth is, fl)P pay-piaster has no sitchanr 
considerable, aqcau.nts, .an<. ... • ’ 

tex^ ifor .transfqppiqg, tlib \. ; . c 

groupjl ^fedtqypr,, qjther 'fr.'., t; . „ 

other, P3)fJ>,c afforded fqithis change.) 1 t , • . 

“ Now, can your lordships for a moment suppose, tii.it 
I.ojd iUejvillq did,npt hqpjv something of the office,- or 
that he could ho so ignorant of, his-busincss as to hate 
Conceived this to, ho a fair representation. > IIow, , in 

lernpUed to sbcl- 
. . duties o£h|S sta- 

. ho strongest ovi- 

ie was acquainted 

with the most minute details of his office ; iio |tnoiv tile 
occupation, of.pveiy individual employed in the mostsub- 
ordinate eitpa.tions. of the estab|islmicnt with which Jip 
wqq connected. Do yoqriloidphips., forget the qrdef qf 
council; tiic, manorial by Lpnj'Mplvillo which gave piso 
tq it; vyhieh ascertains the ptcci’sp .salaries pf cycry de- 
pendant fropi the lowest to the highest tlliougliputall (he 
branchps cqipRrised, iji tin’s office.. . lift descends so Jpiy 
as,thq houso-heeper, tliqdoqr-!;e?per, and the necessary - 
niqp ; ,hnd for these agents, supcrjpr and inferior, lie 
prqpqspd aiv increase pf salary, which raised thpir eme- 
inintwts, ftpin ifQpl, tp the prpdigiqns sum of & ,28 “ 
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your Idrdships’ time, by dwelling, on all the, instances of 
this practice furnished by the evidence- beforcyuu ; I 
shall select only a few, which will be amply sufficient for 
the support of-my argument. 

“'My loids, it was in the year 1709, when Lord Mel- 
ville, holding the situations of treasurer of the navy, and 
president of the board of. controul, bad some conversa- 
tion with Sir. Trotter, on the subject of Indiastock. His 
lordship said, that* India stock would become, more va- 
luable, and -that therefore he 'wished to be a proprietor 
in that fund. On this communication, Mr. Trotter re- 
commended to his lordship to make purchases in’it, to 
which the latter leplied, i that 'lie had no money. Mr. 
Trotter thinking this difficulty easily surmounted . by th’c 
means within ins'poner, said that he lmd public motley, 
and that' he would apply a pait of- the balances to buy 
Indiastock for the benefit of his lordship- „ Mr.' Trotter 
sayi, that Lord Melville ‘refused to accede to any such 
proposal, and in terms so strong, that be, conceived ho 
had incurred Lord Melville's displeasure. The words 
were upon the cross examination, I think, that hi s lord- 
ship indignantly i ejected the proposal.- 
- “ My lords, it will appear eitiaordinaty, that in tho 
Course of the conversation, during which he seemed to 
consider the -mere suggestion such a reproach to him, 
and when ltis indignation was'so.pouetlully esptessed, 
the mercenary principle so fur prevailed over this honest 
and manly feeling, that he consented to engage in such 
a speculation. Not only on this account, but on ano- 
ther, lie ought to have resisted such a temptation. By 
the confidence his Majesty teposed in him, lie had op- 
portunities peculiarly favourable, of discovering the se- 
crets of India concerns, and be could not be a fjir spe- 
culator. In the cotitse of the same interview, Mr. Trot- 
ter proposed to hint to procure a friend to purchase (bo 
stock, which friend was to lend it to bis loidship, upon 
no other security than the stock itself. To whom was 
this proposition made? To u man, not in the habits of 
business, and uhacquainted with the practices of tho 
world? No;. to a person of extraordinary talents, of 
nreat insight into thft human *miud, who had held high 
offices through life, and who had been constantly ^n » 
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tlulged by the noble Lord, 'could scarcely be supposed 
m the most ilHleiate man. f ( 1 

“It is impossible for me to leconcile all these absur- 
dities. It the noble Lord did not understand the trans- 
actions in his office, v all I have seen and heard of Ins 
chat actet and talents,! must have been an illusion, and the 
senses of all mankind lespeeting him must- have been, 
equally deceived. , ' ' , 

“ 'I hen, at last, as I have before intimated, Mr. 
Trotters balances loseto half a million, and immense 
sums issultingr from such an 
wide in- the money moyhet, • • 
of Mr. Marl: Sprott. Instea , 

pi maples of caution from tuo diMUiti Kmigiuuu/ii i. 
pressed by the noble Loid, All. Tiotter inci eased bis 
on n conviction of security, and exhausted bis concerns to 
tins enounous evteot. 

** Of the India stock so-purchased 1 , the dividends were, 
passed to the credit of Lord Alclville, not of Mr. Lind; 
whose name, nas employed, and against Loid Alclville . 
on this part of Ins account the interest for this loan was 
chargcd. . - 

“ I trow come to a sum of TO, 0001 advanced for the 
Loyalty Loan. It is in evidence, that the whole of the 
instalments on th>sfund, was paid by Messrs. Coutto> 
fiom Tioltei’s account, out of the public monies. If 
the tiansaction had rested here, a cloud might have sur- 
rounded It, winch might have prevented our discerning 
its tine situation anti character. But we must recollect 
Air. Trotter made immense advances foi Loid Alclville* 
chaiging no intciest; not only the 4.0001. on bond was 
lent without interest, hut other very large sums, and 
among them tins 10,0001. without the smallest rcti/rn of 
that kind for the accommodation. Remember too, tlmt,* 
Lord Alclville condescended to accept these amounts on 
such conditions,’ from u person who ,w as a seivaut in 
his office, who a considerable portion of his tiuio had 
been miserably suppoited on a salary fluctuating from 
501. to 1001. ajear. 

“ Aly Lords, vyhatvvas the compensation these parties 
were to receive for this reciprocal accommodation ; , 
■Whatever jour.Ltndsliips navy suppose, they felt-il t't 


dtqs - 

-p.io{ siq 3qsuaq ojqRqojd oq] uo poonpoid srav jRq] uoq 
-vqhofRo *8 uodn pauiiuRxo ojoav sossauqk oq] uaq^ s> 

• •OxfejuRAp'B OAlsnpxd siq joj ‘Auora oqqnd oq] jo ]no oqu 
-pj\[ pJoq[ 05 paodRApe ojoav spunod puRsnoq3-.inoj ptiR 
bojq] ‘oa\] jo sjaq]o ]nq ‘paqsmSupsip A|jR|noi].iRd oARq 
l sraa3i oq; X[uo ]ou ]Rqi ‘no;C o.iojoq joo.id ui si ?j „ 

•uoi]Rjn§oj OAURjsiSaj siqj jo ooueqop 111 po] 
-or 30u soq .io c suq oq. ‘jfauotn oqqnd aq] jo asn aqi jfq 
paATJop aq ppioqs 3uainrqmna ou ]cq] ‘pajRpap snq-juaui 
-RqjRd jo JOR oq] J 9 ]jr ji ‘Si uopsanb j.ioqs oqx „ 

•sdiqspjot ImOiC jo uoq. 
-ood&ui oq] joj oouojop aq] ui poonpo.id oq pjnoAv 31 ]Bq] 

' pUR ‘uoissossod siq ui avou srav 31 ppR pjnoo p qsiAv.j pun 
"’uoissossod siq ui sbavjj *uuq pauSis srav 31 3nq ‘aqnv 
-pp\[ p.toq[ 03 tuvaqs jC[uo 30U srav ]unoooB ]saqo oqX ,, 

\C}§UipjOOOB pg.I 93 U 9 , SR At 

piiR *o]BAi.id 9 q 03 posoddns srav 31 ‘oAnorn 9 q 3 jo U 9 aiS 
■sra\ uoiiRtiupIxo Xur o.iaqAv paR ‘Auotu oqqnd 9q 03 
pauinso.id srav 31 ‘iiopRtiRfdx’a ]noqiuv uiiq 03 paouBApB 
oqo] An oru popuRtuqp oqiApjAj p.io-j uoqAV ‘^oqjo aqj 
oj jo 3unoooR 0110 oqj 03 possud aq 03 ojoav Aq] ‘pojinb 
-yj a.io.u sums oq] qoiqvv jopun SuipuBjsjapun atp 03 
“uipjonoy MOipo oq] popiujfoin pue 0110 oq] poqsiunuip 
jojsur.i] snoiponunoo ouios ssajuti ‘saouRApR oqqnd oqi 

||B JO]]B[ 0 l {3 ‘OlRARld Oq] qU pOUlR]UOO JOtUJOJ 01 ]] /p.lBAV 

-uo p-paooo.id Aq] os ‘]no 30s Aq] s\r -spuRq’tuvo siq 
ui soiuoiu oqqnd oq] jo pnq oq jano.xx *JJ\[ o] poyiqs 
9 qiAp],\r p.io'x qoujAi qooq ‘01 oqi suav ]unoooR ]soqo 
oq] ui ]s.iq oqx -puoq uodn jojiojx \tj\[ A| pooiiBA 
-pR qoo'o'V oq] si 3UUOOOR siq] uo 01031 ]s.iq oqj puu 
‘oouopiAO oq] jo os.moo oq] ui ]uo.uno junoooR oq] poqRo 
uooq SRlj ]RljA\ SI JimOOOR 0]V.AI.ld oqx *S]imOD 3 R OAV] 
osoip jo o.ui]ru oq] o] ]uaiuom v. joj j.iOApu 03 aiojsj 

•J0130.1X mj\[ jo oonopn.id jo 
^]ipiuu] oq] Xq pojsomJns suai ]iiaipodxo siqx 'oqiA[oj\r 
pjo^j jo ]unooo« oqqnd oq] o] si ]Ri|] ‘junooor. ]soip 
aqy 0] ‘ 5 *>]]o.ix *A]M jo ]unooov. ojRAuid oq] mo.q pa.uoj 
•sur.I] jonbos oq] ui sr.u ootiRApR siq] jo ajoqAt oqx 

•oqqnd oq] jo s]qSi.t oq] ]SuirSr 
ArjuIsuod siq] iiiojj poA.ipp Aq] oSnjiiRApR uoumroooq] 
p«R moqyur posocb.i ]sn.i] oqqnd oq] jo osnqR .uoq] ur 
opuRAiunoo |Rfi]ntu .uoq] srav 31 ‘3uoioigns ApuRpuqqR oq 



206 


ship denied from the loyalty loan, you mil not forget, 
that Ins learned counsel never ventured to ask m hethcr 
advances «ete made foi that pmpose, but it it Here uot, 
in the end, an unproductive speculation 

“ I am afraid, my loids, I havealieudy engaged loo 
much of your time in the attempt I have made for the 
elucidation ot this protracted evidence, but, m the dis- 
charge of iny duty, I yet feel it necessary to obtrude 
myself upon 
I have adopt 

great and piomment facts, instead of descending to the 
minuteness ot ai itlimcticnl detail ' 

„ “ Sly Iqrds/ I am not quite sure, if either the Ian, or 

the facts lespccting the icleasp, ii ive been fully explained 
and undeistood 

“ It is a release of all demands between Lord Mel- 
ville and S/r Jiottei, excepting a ccitain sum, winch 
was agiced to bo the balance unliquidated between them; 
and in the release is contained a recital, that the parlies 
liav’o mutually ngieed to dtlivei up and dcstioy ill the 
voucheis in each others possession ft has brfen said, 
that there was no voucher destroyed by Lord Melville in 
consequence of this agreement , yet this, perhaps, may 
not have been proved, but only alhi med by his loi dslup s 
counsel Hut f will give them the choice The docu- 
ments have pitlie. ceeii destroyed previously, or other- 
wise If they had been dcstioyed before the accounts 
wcie settled, then they were destroyeU while it was a 
pending account, and when it was the interest of each 
pai tv to picscivc them If they were destioyed after- 
waids, for what puipuso could this be done, but to pre- 
vent all evidence ot the ti msyctions But, perhaps, no- 
thin,’ can place this subjec t in a more obvious light than 
tlm letter trom Loid Melville liiinsolt, in which lie en- 
deavours to make an apology to tin, commissioners for 
hisconduct ” * 

*< I have received (savs lie, on the JOtli of June, 1804,) 

“ your requisition of date the fith instant It is linpos- 
M siblo for me to furnish you with the account you usk. 
i‘ It is more than fnur years since I left tlio olnvc ot 
•“ Trcaniirci of the Navy, and, it the period ot doing 
" so, having accounted fgi every su a Imp/csted into “X 
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l.u?d qt?o.i5> t? Sui.inp ‘qcqi ‘noX puiuio.t 01 iq5q.i n qutip j ,, 
‘ooucisiunD.no icqi jo X|iuapuadoput ‘inq -Xpoads iroX „ 
suiuuooot? ui? qons dn aqcui pjnoo j qoiq.YY Xq pqjoyptu ,, 
ouo qstxa iou saop aaoqi potjsqcs un? j ‘ssajosn ojoay „ 
3 t?qi osoqi.lnUijCo.qsap pun ‘s.todud Xui ?uqjossc in atuq ,, 
oiuos ‘Xpnuoiscooo ‘SuiXo|dma jo pm?poog mop pou.tni „ 
-at j oouts aoqon.id oqi ui naijo juinaq ‘Xpuonbasubo ,, 
pun t uosjod aot|ip Xun jo =‘aui oi asn isapctus aqi jo st? ,, 
spunq Xui ui pouiniua.i ictji aaqonoA jo. jaded ouo Xun „ 
pajopisuoo .ioaou OAcq j aupi imp iuojx Mossaoous , f 
Atu oi 30Ut?(nq Supsixo o|oqAY aqi .poj.iajsun.q j ‘spucq^, 
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a community of sentiment prevailed between these par- 
lies. ' • , , 

“ It seems to have occurred to them, that some little 
explanation would be rcquhed«uf such a singular pio- 
cceding ; and they provided, a3 well as the nature of 
the circumstances permitted, against this source of em- 
barrassment^ What apology they make is supplied from 
this \ciy recital In the case lespecting the destruction of 
the papers, so that they contemplate* the destruction, 
and pieparc this instrument, not to justify the destruc- 
tion’ of the papers to each other, but to palliate tliis tran- 
saction to' the world when such an explanation should be 
demanded; , > * » , * 

J (t J3ut it is to be said, that this was done inadvertently,* 
that Lord Melville knew nothing of the contents of the 
Instrument, 'and that lie was wholly negative.. What ! a 
gentleman whose tame had been established by Ills pio- 
found knowledge in the law, are we to be told, that he 
never looked at this instrument, or if he did, that he 
never undei stood its contents? Will not your lordships 
conclude the guilt of the noble defendant from the de- 
struction of these vouchers 3 It will hardly be necessary 
for me to state to your lordships the inference always 
drawn on such occasions by the highest legal authority. 
Most of the 'instances which occur to; me, are in civil 
casesi and in 'these, a party who destroys papers, is 
always charged tp the full extent, as if the vouchers so 
destroyed, were the most unfavorable possible to his in- 
terest. Some of jour Lordships will i ccollcct the case 
of a boy in low life, who having’found a ring in die 
street, carried it to the shop of a jeweller. The trades- 
man told the boy it was worth only a few halfpence, 
which he tendered, and which the boy refused to accept. 
The gem was not returned, and was not forth coming, 
and mi action was then bi ought against the nmn who re- 
tained the ring, and the direction to the jury to guide 
them in ascertaining the damages was this; that they 
ought to find for the value of the richest gem winch 
could be placed in a setting of the proportion of that 
produced, which lmd contained the gem in question. 

" There is another case in Peere Williams. This ww 
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Charges on presumptive' evidence. Here is a public trus- 
tee, and withr blip the destruction of the papers is itself 
a crime. 

“ These are all the observations which occur to me as 
material to make before your lordships, after the dili- 
gent attention you have paid through the whole of this 
long investigation.” ‘ ' 

The Lord Chancellor — “ I pught, in point of form, 
to ask, if the, other Managers for the House of Com- 
mons mean tp make apy- further observations on the evi- 
dence?” j 1 

Mr. Whitbread — “ The summary view now givep, 
completely satisfies the Managers for the Compions. ’ 
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observe that I shall use indifferently the terras, the Ma- 
nagers, and the Commons of England, and when I 
speak of the Utter it wilt be undei stood 1 only mean the 
funner, in their * eoI|e<Uivp .clraractyiy ;The remark to 
' ■lcfdi/iriiitlf I think I have some 
»— ^. 1 ., ' ; f that ip t}ie pjesent impeachment 

the Commons of England may be considered on their 
t«>l. .. . i 

4*4 ant surd' my Lord^, ‘that you mil carefully htfend to 
tliejudjjmdlityou hayetO'pi onouiiceryoucannoc be influ- 
enced by the dignity of the accusers, but a lone-' by - the 
facts in evidence, aiuKpn uplhiut think that the cbarac- 
tei of the Ih itish House of Commons is at all concerned 
jn‘ yodr Vfecisidn y} l n beg* dd this subject * to 1 be <lis- 
‘tioctiy 7 understood, <r It(ncver wds the intention of Lord 
'jM^lvillc^uhen abuses in the’ofiicc ! u etc discovered in the 
dcnaf|r 7 /eht oVer' which die* presided, and when doubts 
era entertained, ^ to jvVdhPihGse°abusc l s were to beaUri- 
'buted ,' 1 T say , 1 'it ' wW n evei* his mthntion to * ex press any 
'doubt whether it would' become the House' of Commons 
"to iusti tute’*On ’bnrj uii yP ‘i\iy Lords ’, 1 J iff, un^hnmblc in- 
dividual) hmy ptesUfne to* speak un such a subject, while 
"any 1 suspicion was 1 entertained that ad ostensible servant 
'of the* public derived uhv ncdfmarv benefit ‘from such 
.abuses) I'Vould’dccUu 

1 duty to put'thc matter i,.,., .* n t 

•Vas fit that ( thc nation shodld be satisfied, * tlnough the 
jncdjum ol * 1 1 ' 

should be 

‘ or whether uiu umutw • *..». 

’'dinate' agents. Hut 3 howdver proper it might be, that 
Mjchnn examination sliould be made, it was by no means 
Mi^flist the 3 general voice of clamour should be rabid 

- pending the pioceedings on tl|ik trial.' — '1 he pnrcmlmi* 

' mstraimh of justice is' the unifonu wish of )our Lord- 

- ships; not one 'individual of this august assembly would 
wish lo violate the principles of natural right, aud that 

- any one should be' condemned mid punished unheard 

ji e'e This is mu an affair of to-day or yesteida^, the 
noble defendant h.w been the victim of n series ol pm*» # 
* f tio^siindmMi«tunc4‘ ‘ { l : irsr. he w.us precluded hum the 
•honoiabk* situatioii lid held in Ins Majesi) s chuntiK for 
dun# 'n-J I 1 - i • 7 “ '<vcr. 
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•ger.'vvho'sihrimed Up'-tbe evidence,’ ‘by not attempting to 
'wade throriglt tile immense mass'of proof, and by passin" 
dver'thef preliminary 1 topics 'which have 1 little-relation to 
'this' cause, 'll Iris 1 honorable arid learned person said, that 
J lie' sliorild'orily- solicit' the attention of your : lordships to 
■"the prdbiilierit" features of the case, and if* I; in imitation 
‘of this, ever vrhat appears 

'less iha' ‘ ■ . inference mil be 

1 . mght I -omitnvhat deserves 

■ f 1 ‘avoid a hat J can receive 

J no' arise t’r.’ ‘Tile general subject piesented toyourloid- 
'sbips'by 'UlCtOn articles, may- be dividdd ‘into' two heads. 
'Tile, fiist ‘ hcad refci s to ‘whUt passed 'ur ‘the 1 officetif''thc 
"Treasurer bf the'Xavy ahterior^ta the act 6f the 25th of 
Vthe^Kirtg^the others relate to what is subseqaeutto that 
statute, winch placed the Treasurer of the^Navy in new 
■^olid-’peculiar CircOtasthnccswhicttapprarto raymind rjot 


U11U auill* IU IIO wn a* uOo, Ul IV tluuiv w* .v. w. -j. , - » 

* illpgal'pdfposes,' and to Other purposes tlian'tliose of the 


"'and-pcrsonal convenience, 1 as expressed in his dcclaratibii 
to the House o'f Commons. > ' J 1 “ 

‘ l The sccohd'artiele'cbargcs a breach 'of llic act in re- 
* spedtto the' money When' drawn from thrill tnk; -the mere 
: place to 1 the other; without 
of 'it, and this instated to bo 
“ a viotation‘of the hefof parliament 1 ' 1 

"“-’In all the Other seven articles, the use 'of the money 
-constitutes' the'Olk lice,' or, else it is the use and the act ol 
draw mg united, "and applying to-his own emolument, the 
‘ money so Snbtidptcd' from the public. *Thc terms arc 
sO men bar loose, there is a generality in them not con- 
sistent 
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chaij’e, I\Msh you explicitly to understand, that, on the 
part of the noble defendant, I do publicly declare, that 
uhatcvei irregularity, miprudence, negligence, or culpa- 
bility tn a rejr other respect may lie at Ills door, to the 
dial go of corruption he pleads not guilty. J if‘it should 
he discoveicd, tliat tn a single instance the mind of the 
defendant h,ts ’ infringed the law 

of moial duty pursuit of money 

he hdb sdcnfittu ms wtuv-tv fame, he entreats 

of>ou that he may'icceivc no indulgence, and that lie 
ijnay mcetjthat sentence of condemnation, which, m such 
a<.dse, it would be xucuinbetU on ? \oui ioiclships to pro* 
noupce* r ******* 1 ' 

“llut, while I confidently challenge you to do tluHrt 
the name of his lordship, as his counsel I may express 
my* firm conviction, that belore \ou proceed to such a 
decision, )ou will caiefully compare the clutige with the 
evidence — jou will allow ioi the meWs of defence, which, 
from the length of time have been lost — for the' defect of 
memoiy fii the death of witnesses, ind for'the compli- 
cated difliculpes to which, under these circumstances, die 
noble detendailt is unavoidably exposed 
a ^ if y oii find this to be a 'situation m w Inch an honour- 
able tmb may be plaeed 
unles tif hisMite, has an 
imr> 'cofisidu^tiOn, and wno, nom »•».» r - 
jnuons/ with all the'cncigies of his mind, has scarcely 
tnhctti attend to Ins putriip duties, mueh less minutely to 
inspect bis pi lvafe uftairs, you will pause before )ou con- 
demn 1 13et o'** 'on Vondtinn, you will recollect the dif- 
iercnce betw iCdiate 

mteicsts eon » and a 

great public ■ . hk 

inglits to dip 

t must i man t- 

gU'S who h IV K. LU.) s, y , ■ ,m co1 * 

rett vjcns^ot the lijc i^r Lonl ! 'Melville*, dies* dMmttly ad- 
mitted that the fl ivuon o) . ,mml 

ot tliL fioh!e 3 dduVd mt. - - - ho as- 

serted this, liaii bblorc inli^thc matbhals lor dtscovum^ 
ulljhc secret annals of Lprd 1 Mthtllc, evcryitem m * ,u 
accounts, every book kept b) those w jth whom he wja^con- 
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to produce his bankers* book, and to state all the pur- 
poses to which the multifarious sums have been directed/ 

“ When He come to more recent transactions, wheie 
the witness is living, and die account of the officer can be 
given with moie ceitainty, I shall not ask die same in- 
dulgence, but I am confident, both with respect to one 
and the other, you will not hastily draw any uncharitable 
conclusion. 

“ M ith regard to the first .10,000/. it is enough forme 
fo state, that it arose at a time when there was no law 
upon the subject either common or statute^ and what- 
ever obligation there was resblling, only from the im- 
plied contract; founded on the wairant by- which an an- 
nuity or salary had been gi anted. 1 

M Now here again, my Loids, I entreat Uiat I may not 
be misunderstood, while I am examining the allegations. 
X hope you will not think that I am admitting the cor- 
ruption, and taking shelter under a formal objectidn. I 
am aware, that his lordship was urider certain obhga- 
*tipns, if not by the express, by the implied teuns of tbo 
contract: but I say, that independently of Uic warrant, 
there was no common or statute law of the laud, which 
precluded this officer, or others in a similar situation, 
from using the public monies which devolved into then* 
hands, to any purpose of private profit or emolument. 

“ I know, when I assert tins, I am taking up the 
gauntlet of the honorable manager w ho has opened the 
articles of impeachment; I know lie has distinctly and 
ably argued, that before 1785, when the statute passed, 
it was illegal for any public officer to apply such money 
to his own use. lie means to Say,* that it was the law 
then, and the law recognised by the lesolutions in 1782. 

“ Perhaps the principal force of the honorable uia- ' 
nagers argument, was directed against the confession ol 
the noble defendant in the House of Commons, the con- 
fession of a, public accountant in u hat lus been called the 
sanctuary of liberty, when he said he would contta) the 
use which he had made of the public money, lie h^d 
asserted, he had a right to make this employment of it: 
pnd the offence is, that lie had dared to avow this m the 
sanctuary of liberty. * 

•< All these general principles, if they afiorded 
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the hands of tfte public accountauti, u ere reported bv* 
the Committee, and they stand upon the minutes of the 
House. It is not necessary to trace back the subject as 
early as the beginning of the last ccntury 1 but to descend 
to a period which will be within the jecollcction of some 
of your Lordships ; in the year 1778, a noble person 
went out of office with large balances, of which he bus 
*inc 0 been in possession, and I think the whole demand 
was 450,000/. What did he soy m this sanctuaij* of li- 
bel ty-f Did he admit that he could not apply the pubJif 
money to private use? No, and lie asset toil his light to 
make such use of it. Heie he was icady to thiow down 
the gauntlet, and to aigue against any man who pio- 
fessea a contraiy opinion, that if a public accountant 
should produce the monoy in Jus hands when requited, 
it xvas a matter of intHfleicnce to the public what benefi- 
cial application was made of it by the individual. 

“ Au honourable and learned manager, indeed a re- 
cent member of the House of Commons, but who has 
long been the ornament of the profession, will challenge 
me, and I will exclaim, ‘ How do>ou dui c to assert that a 
public accountant, notonly to the amount of ten thousand 
pounds, but to the extent of four hundred and fifty thou- 
sand, may thus divert the public monies ? Vouthiow 
down the gauntlet, I take it up, and insist that)ou have 
no right to make this profit of the public money.* What 
was the case at the date to which I have inferred r The 
minister was not of opinion with the learned and eloquent 
gentleman : he said that if a public accountaut would pro- 
duce the money when necessary, it was immaterial what 
use had been made of iU Now two persons who never 
agreed befoieupou any one subject, at least concur upon 
this ; and yet here we are to recciv c a different explana- 
tion of the law of the land. 

4 * It is suid that the late Lord Chatham made no use of 
the public money; but it will be recollected that it was 
said by one of that day, that he neither blamed, nor much 
admired bis Lordship for this abstinence. 

u The subject was again discussed in the following 
■tear, and at the very period when these resolutions 
were ‘voted, (the ISth of June l/S--) 1 he honorable 

manager has inistukeu, he perhaps has not ijcud the train- 
“* , ' action* 
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verity. - Mr. Wallis said, that lie found it difficulty as to 
the interest, towbicfiit was conceived, the public h?d a 

right from the "reat national accoaptants; bat pn reflec- 
tion, .lie did nothesitate to declare that the public had no 
such light, and die should be supported by thejpng robe 
in his opinion. If the public were entitled to the into; 
rest, the public he argued ought to be liable for the 
failure ,pf" the securities. • This was not the case,' the 
party himself must answer for the deficiencies, and there- 
fore should have the enjoyment of the interest. 

• “I might state many more opinions, in .which such as 
rejected every idea of criminality, now pere alarmed by. 
dangers to die constitution, and to the freedom of the 
countiy; nothing of this hind ever entered the head of 
any one member in the sanctuary of liberty. There yv as 
one accouutaut.uho had no less a sum than 8te,OC|Ol. 
and he publicly stated ut bis place, tbutif the balance \icie 
inci eased tenfold, he would make as much advantage of 
it as he could for bisiown, private emolument. 

These mete the arguments that prevailed at (hat 
time; butme are notcoufined merely ttojdiis argument; 
there is another analogous tsubject which I believe re- 
mains to Uiis moment unaltered; I mean .with regard tp 
the balances in' the hands of jccciveis-gcncral of the 
land-tax. .On tire principle comended for, tl^cy ought 
to pay the money into the Ki chequer immediately, and 
every hour they neglect so to do is a loss ,to the public. 
Your'Lordsbipshnovv that the atptualjict directs that 
die balances should be paid up, mud. they, may he com- 
pelled to pay them. An honoiablc member then of die 
ilouse .of '.Commons, but now occupying .a scat with 
your Lordslnps, stated the -injustice, of compelling the 
accountants to pay in -their balances, and lie shelved by 
arithmetical calculation, that if this were rigidly.dcuiand- 
•cd in some. counties, the place of collector would not, be 
.worth 151. a.ycar, and no man of character would ac- 
cept the office. Did .it appear ito .tl,c noble Lord that 
itliis vvas dangeious to the constitution, and to the liber- 
ties of the country? Nil, oil the coutiary, the pent 
."would be tlrnt no. man of character would undertake the 
.duty, .and it was now to be said, that this ,usc of die 
•moncvis, inconsistent with the practice, of a man ot eba- 
o tucicr 
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with which the contrary principles have been picsscd 
upon us. We have been told, that there was an exist- 
mg lair, which in fact, never had any existence, and by 
tins supposed law, it was said to be enacted, that the mo* 
ney was to be locked up in a huieau or a drawer, and to 
be applied to no pm pose of utility whatever. 

Such was the plan then, and I submit to jour Lord- 
ships with great humility, that the law underwent no 
change, faither than as the warrant .might please the 
party in a new situation. 

** Now, with regard to the declaration in 1S0J, which 
related, to matteis notin the statute, although I might 
go one step furthei and alledgc, that even the }J3th of 
* the King, in no clause of it, lays down any diicct or po- 
sitive pimciplc on the subject ; liowevci, all X mean to 
state is, that there was no objection to the use of the 
money, and that these statutcahie provisions, do not pur- 
port to take up these regulations, but on the contrary left 
the law on this subject, as it stood before. 

. “ By the declaration of 1805, I refer to what the no- 
ble defendant said in the House of Commons, when he 
acknowledged, that he felt himself hound by motive* of 
public duty, as well as private honor ami personal con- 
venience to conceal the application of the 10,0001. lh$ 
fact appeals to be, that tlieie was a balance wanted for 
the public service; and it further appears, that not a 
farthing of it was wanting from that period down to the 
time when the whole of it was repaid. It was not only 
money which was not wanted ; but it was money which 
would not be wanted, as appears by the evidence. The 
Ex-Treasurer was liable to be called upon, but at what 
period, is immateiial. It was added, that by the con- 
stant usage of the office, until the accounts wore cast up, 
the balances were not paid: I have shewn it was the 
usage; it was so fioni the year 1765 to 1781, during 
all which time, the balances were with a noble family, to 
which I have referred, and jt was expressly stated, that 
they had a right to lctaiu them until they were regularly 
passed. The accountant is left to pass his account* (ft 
the ordinary’ course, and when he has done so’nml not 
before, the balances are paid. _ . 

* * U hrrt 
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for this responsible ? If this be the nature and extent 'of, 
his offence, his lordship is petfectly safe in jour hands. 
He said in terms; that on this subject, he would make 
no communication. ’ We are told, that the greatest pri- 
vilege they enjoy ill' this sanctuary oflibetty, is freedom 
of speech, and when Lord Melville is brought thither 
upon his defertce,' do they mean to attach his words?' 

“ What is the co'nduct of evety court when a man is 
brought befoie it; charged with the highest ctiines; what 
is the conduct of every humane magistrate in the king- 
dom ? They say to the accused, ‘ You are allowed to 
say, what you please, hut it will be, perhaps mure dis- 
cieetthatyou say nothing. If after this caution, you say 
any thing voluntarily, it shall be noted down.*. 

i“Ilut since the constitution was established, did itever 
enter into the head of any man in England, that the per- 
son accused should not he permitted to exercise his own 
prudence in the confession lie should make. 

•“ Of what has this noble defendant been guilty? They 
may say on this occasion he wax thoughtless and inatten- 
tive; but is he for this to be indicted for high crimes and 
misdemeanours? What he told you was perfectly volun- 
tary; to communicate, or to withhold communications, 
he was as free as any subject in his Majesty's dominions, 
and what he said cannot he an indictable oflcnce in any 
court within the reulin. 

'< Why was ho silent — to protect himself? — No, for 
his concealment was no crime. But what was his mo- 
tive? — My lords, the motive speaks strongly to every 
British heart. ‘ lie tells you why he was silent ; because 
he was constrained to he so, fiom motives of public 
duty, pi ivate honour, and pcisutial convenience. Can 
the most malicious ingenuity discern any guilt in such 
motives? His lordship distinctly says, that lie has not 
applied the money to any coimpt purposes, hut lie ab- 
stains from discovering the precise direction of the money, 
from motives unit'll aic, and must be, obligatory upon 
every honourable mind. 

“ But they say— why conceal it, if tije application ho 
justifiable? — Why not speak out? — I will suggest this, 
und the other, and o thousand corrupt motives, if you 

will 
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that to bts personal exertions in a great decree urn he 
attributed the security of the British empire 

l have said, that it is os easy to su je,e$t honorable as 
disgraceful niainal 

court you « _ w ..to have 

equal vei (similitude with those ot the accusers It can- 
not be a enme to apply money to an unknown purpose, 
because an unknown puipose cannot be construed into 
a coiiupt putpo^e and the couuption constitutes the 
offence t 

* l But, my Louis is it criminal to apply the money 
to any but a mval purpose 3 This cannot be contended 
on the footing of a u at rant, it must be argued upon tiic 
gcneial principles of common law, winch *arc obligatory 
upon all Do they mean to affirm, that to apply it to 
any other than a naval purpose is a \ jolation ot the Act, 
and that it u as not competent to thcTre isurer therefore to 
do so 3 I have broadly maintained, that pnor to the act, 
•while it was m die custody ot the Treasurer of the Navy 
and not required for public service, he might devote it, 
at all times, and under all circumstances, to his private 
use, if he were ready to return it to ansu er the exigencies 
of l lid state 

“ I shall now consider a little the corrupt purpose 
attributed to the noble detendant What evidence is 
there upon this pat t of the case ? Not a tiulc of evidence 
The only testimony which bears at all upon the question, 
is lint ot Mr I rottu, and that oi the honorable manager, 
to which l shall advert in Us ordei 

“With legrnd to Mr '1 loiter, he has proved nothing, 
but that he had the b d met in his hands.— Did Lord 
Melville know tint his Paymaster applied it to any pn* 
v ite purpose* — 'i he witno* siys distinctly tint lord 
Melville was unacquainted with Ins employment of it 
“ In respect to the evidence ot Mi Wlmbrcad, I am 
under some diflicuhy . not utall irom the bearing of the 
te twwony, hut because Uc uUcruUely appeals m the 
cluracter ot witness und uiamger, and dividing liuindt 
between the two, l hardly kno v to winch toaddrt^s i»\* 
sell 1 his mUuhmUC nny however be a ort ot toun- 
terpoi«c to the truisinut-Uiona on ll o olher m lc, 

Mr Dundas to Henry Pundus, the Ki 0 U Iltnorauw 
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sujt^QfaU this .enthusiastic zeal and inderati^ablo exer- 
tion r T hey are notable to pioduce qn atom of proof 
that any 'public money \\ as employed by Lop) Mdville, 
or that by the use of it, his fortune had been ^augmented 
a single shilling. What, not after having stripped him 
bme to the bone, after having turned every farthing he 
hqd in the-world, looked at every figure iu his account, 
6ifted,eveiy thing to the bran ; after all this, can they <bV 
cover nothing converted to bis piivutc advantage 1 \\ “hat 
/is the inevitable conclusion from all this, but that nothing 
xvas so' employed for his private use, ail was directed to 
public purposes, and there is an end of the case. 

> “ The 'honorable and learned manager (Sir Samuel 
Romijiy) tells us, that at the time when the other ciuigcs 
wercifiamcd, the grounds of the tenth aitielc were not 
known. He says that it was only from the extreme desit Q 
of fairness to apprise the noble defendant of the precise 
subjects of the charges, that this was pjepqred, ami when 
reduced into tbeform in which it now qp pears, he would 
know, precisely those parts of his coudpct which ho hqd 
to defeud. . 

“ I am afraid it trill be discovered, that the learned 
and honorable manager from the benevolence of his own 
personal feelings, has a little mistaken thp matter, find 
that the motive of this additional article was some dptir 
cion cy in the general charges, and not that putc humane 
piinciple to which he has attiibuted it. Although I am 
disposed be thankful for any concessions made to the 
noble defendant, vet this circumstance at least, has not 
Conduced to supply my mind with impressions of grattr 
tude. Tins is a sort of caudonr nnd fairness w ith whit h 
I should gladly have dispensed land Melville plight 
have had » notice of the intention, without being recjyuea 
to sustain tbe weight of this heavy charge,) it this can- 
dour and fairness was the ouly object. U e have ft new 
construction of the terms candour and fail nt:-, iftlioe 
bo applicable to the act of giving to the accused an addi- 
tional charge to repel. 

But let us sea for a moment, what assistance the 
noble defendant is to receive from the turns <>1 this arti- 
cle. One facility afforded him would he to state the 
pmticular time vrhea the oficncc was coniiMUU.il ; t . 
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whieb applies^ solely to the transit of the monies from 
place to place, and not refer him to any particular depo- 
' s J*aiy private or 'public; as in the hands of Messrs Muir 
and Atkinson, and its passage from thence to the different 
situations into which it has been pursued. Neither need 
I speak to the accounts in the Bank, under the different 
heads:’ and if they had proved the 20,000].; or any sum 
of this kind. It 'would* not have supported them an iota 
in their pretensions; the whole' is founded upon this pro- 
vision ; that there was an obligation at that time, to keep 
the money in the Bank, and in a particular mode, yIz, 
under one head, without being transferred to another. 

“ •• The whole' evidence upon which jour time has been 
'Occupied so many days, shifting the scene between Scot- 
land and London, Thread need! e-Street, the Strand, and 
Charing* Cross, I' contend was irrelevant; the whole mo- 
ney might have been with Muir and Atkinson, or with 
any private individual, and thus easily can I dispose of 
this transfer from house to house, which supplies volumes 
oh your minutes. An ex-treasuier cannot hand the ba- 
lance over to the treasurer of the office, or if he sustain 
both character of treasurer and cx-trcasurcr, he cannot 
transfer his balance so as to make him discharged from 
responsibility in one character and not in the other. 

'* e I must express my astonishment at the honourable 
managers, that with their acumen, and general know- 
ledge, they should so frequently have confounded things 
perfectly distinct, and have supposed, that an account 
with the Hank of England was necessarily a public ac- 
count. Any individual may keep an account^ at the 
Bank, and all this was as innocent as transferring the 
money from drawer to drawer; it was left to the discre- 
tion of the Paymaster, who was managing all their busi- 
ness, and who was competent lo keep it, cither in the 
one phec, or in the other. 

" it now 1 have made myself intelligible upon this sub- 
ject, I beg \our lordships to observe, that it appbe* w 
the whole ot the evidence. All this is nothing more than 
the history of the carriage under different circumstances; 
if the deposit here or there were prudent or not is not the 
enquire ; it is enough for me to state, that there is twt 1 

1 ; - 6 uute 
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4 “ My lords, their witness is dead and gone, and how 
Can they supply the deficiency of evidence by conjecture 
\ynh any success before your, lordships? 

tl *^? ie 9 'Jfhqt is the strong temptation which influenced 
the mind of the noble defendant thus to surrender his 
conscience and bL honour r Fpr the purpose of saving .7 
miserable pittance of interest, for the very short period 
during which this account was overdrawn. t 

1 } “ The account with the hankers, I believe, was not 
overdrawn until June 1785. Messrs Drummonds then 
pent a notice, according to the regular custom of the 
house, that the account was so overdrawn. The two cn-* 
tries which immediately follow the notice of this excess 
on the debtpr’s side against Lord Melville, I am sure 
were overlooked by the honourable managers, or else they 
Would not have insisted with io much triumph on this 
part of their case. As early as could be likely to be con* 
venient after the notice, viz. in October following, Lord 
Melville made a remittance, which appears in the situ- 
ation I have stated in the account of Messrs Drummonds. 
Tile whole, sum to his lordship's credit is 5,dOOl., com- 
posed of two remittances from Scotland, the one for 
20001., the other for 3, 6001. Would it be believed by 
any person at all conversant in the ordinary affairs of 
mankind, that Lord Melville, such as I have described 
him, and possessing the qualities which the bounty of 
nature and the advantages of education have given him, 
would put his hand into the public purse for such a poor 
compensation, when he had these resources to supply ti<* 
trilling deficiency of his banker. 

, ** Jt is in evidence on the trial, that there were im- 
mense balances which were not wanted for the purposes 
of office, of which he never availed himself ; and is not 
fliis the most decided proof of his. innocence, as to a 
crime of this nature, that can be adduced in a court ot 
justice? 

* If he had brought hti mind to that state of degrada- 
tion which leads it to seek its delight in lucre, he would 
have dealt largely with the public money; lie. would not 
have sold his public fame, the idol of his existence, to 
pick up minute sjims of interest it a bankerT 
* Can it be denied, that the payment of 5,C0Ql inu> 
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when no account has been kept, should admit that me-: 
gular documents should supply the place of regular evi.t 
dence, and it was said, a strict hand would be held over 
pretensions of that kind. 

“ Now I would enquire, at the distance of twenty- 
four years, after all living testimony is laid in the dust, 
after you are informed that the detail of business is in the 
•Paymaster, and not in the Treasurer, I say, I would ask, 
after all this, if it, were possible upon such incoherent 
testimony, that your lordships would prpnounce the' 
judgment for which they contend. I am confident, that 
on this grave occasion, you will not suppose that was 
wilfulness which was mere negligence. 

“ With regard to the continuance of the balance in 
hand after a-certain time, to this, I do notkno.v that it is 
necessary 1 should make any reply, because, if the i ho- 
nourable manager who opened the business did repic- 
sent this as criminal, the honourable and learned mana- 
ger who summed up the evidence did not venture to con- 
firm such a representation. 

“ Upon any qf the predecessors of Lord Melville there 
was no obligation whatever to convey the money to the 
Bank, and it was the same with his lordship; there was 
nothing binding with respect to the place to which the 
money should be brought previous to the statute. 

' “ My lords, after this general view of the facls and the 

evidence, before the passing of the act, I shall next draw . 
your attention to that law which the noble defendant is 
said to have infringed. My lords, in order to improve 
the story, as applied to Lord Melville, we have had a 
long parliamentary history by whom it was brought in, 
and by whom it was carried nut, and I confess, this is 
the first time I ever heard such a narrative in support oi 
a criminal proceeding. 

•‘ - lbc second article states, that * the said Henry 
Lord Viscount Melville, disregarding tile duties of Ins 
said office, and in breach and violation of the said act ot 
parliament for better regulating the same, did, after the 
passing of the said act, and while- the said Henry Lord • 
Viscount Melville continued to hold and enjoy the void 
office, connive at, and permit and sorter die said Alexan- 
der Trotter under, and by virtue of the snid authority so 
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I have greatly mistaken the act. In every clause and. 
word of it, I say there never was a clearer caL ,1 7 n • 
that what Lord Melville did, was not a brehch chhe 7f. 
the letter or of the sp.r.t of the law. It was not in he 
•least opposed either to the one, or to the other; and y« 
you are called upon to convict Lord Melville under a 
charge of ,ts mfrmgement My Lords, if the construe’ 
tion of the law, given hy the honorable managers be ac- 
curate, and iff may presume to speak on a breach of le- 
gislative duty, you ought not to delay an.hour, you oucht 
this moment to repeal it. Nay more, this act, ifsuch be 
the meaning of it, is broken every day, and every instant 
by. the most meritorious class of men. Jf it were roc 
viofated, public business could not go on. If his Lord- 
ship had recommended to the parliament such a statute 
as they suppose, he must have been the occasion of in- 
troducing one of the most destructive acts, that ever die- 
graced its annals. 

“ In observing upon this, I shall abstain from what is 
irrelevant, or from the consideration, whether Lord Mel- 
ville, then Treasurer of the Navy was, or was not the 
framer of this act? The doctrine upon the part of the 
prosecution is, that there is but one place ot deposit for 
the public money, and that the Bank is the sole place of 
such deposit. This, my Lords, is the language to the 
preamble to these charges. The construction which the 
act can correctly receive, proceeds no farther than this: 

ftati? liar* innnpu clmnlil uenn fVnoi il. 


that the money should issue from the Bank to the persons 
,y be credited of the public. It could r.cicr be 


who may be credited of the public, ai tuuju ueicr uc 
contended, that the act was designed to authorise the 
paymaster to have money in his custody, still less, the 
subordinate officers to have such money in their hands, 
and not to grant the same permission to the Treasurer. 
You would suppose, that the parliament was less doubt- 
ful of the fidelity of the inlcrior dependants, than of 
the superior officers ; and you will with difficulty sup- 
pose, that the intention was, to give an advantage to tee 
f ,r... -. 1 . r. . 


one, which it denied to the other. It could net he said, 
that the restriction should be upon Lord Mehillc and 
the Paymaster, and should not extend to the menials ot 
the office. 
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where it is.!’ Or, if he should forsake his nature! chant- 
fer, and become a man of business, and present the piece 
pf paper at the Bank, I would ask of the honorable ma- 
nagers, how by these means, the payment would be fa- 
cilitatcd ? - 

. “ If this had been the course of office, it would baye 
been u holly obstructed, for the consequence must hate 
been, that all demands in this form, below twenty shil- 
lings, would not have been satisfied at all. 

“ 1 will explain ni) seif fay referring to a public act that 
is now in court, and which renders thismodeof payment 
impossible. On inspecting the 15 Geo.-JIi cap. si, 
your Lordships will find, that all drafts under twenty shil- 
1 lings, are prohibited and illegal. 'I hen the answer to 
these numerous claimants at the office must he, * \Vc 
cannot give you the money, because we must not break 
the law. You are not to be paid at all, because all pay- 
ments from tins office must be made from the Bank.’. 

“ The 17 Geo. 111. cap. 30. extended the prohibition 
to drafts under five pounds. My Lords, ail this shews 
, clearly, that it could not be the intention of the legislature 
to put a negative upon the established course of office, 
and by ordering payments from the Bank under such cir- 
cumstances, to deprive the subject of his money earned 
in the service of his country. 

“But now, as to the words of the act. The whole 
mistake in the construction, arises from nor attending to 
the distinction between the original and primary place ct 
deposit, and ihc place of continual deposit. When this 
act is rightly understood,it wi'l appear one of the most be- 
neficial legislations on the statute book; both in the spun 
and the letter extensively conducing tothe public good. 

“One great eiil before the passing of the act, wm 
that the monies were translerrcd to persons who were Lx-* 
Treasurers, and who were consequently under no legal 
obligations of office. Besides the lix -Treasurers retained 
their balances for a long time, andlience it became an im- 
portant object, that wiiat was. retained in private hands, 
should be returned into the public qofl'.rs. 

“ Another materfal purpose was, to present the 'a) 115 
of public money from the Treasury, a single hour betare 
it was wanted. ’Hie Exchequer should rccenc (lie i 
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" J he fourth section is this, - And be it enacted, that 
the Treasurer of his Ins Majesty's Navy, for the tint!- he 
ing, by himself, the person or persons in his office 
duly authorised by the said Treasurer, from and after the 
1st day of July 1785, shall draw upon the Governor and 
ompany or the Lank of England for ail navy seiviics 
whatever, and shall specify in each and every draft, the 
head of service for which the same is drawn; and no 
draft of the said Treasurer, or the person or persons au- 
thorised as aforesaid, shall be deemed <1 sufficient voucher 
to the said Governor and Company of the Bank of Eng* 
Tand, unless the same specifies the head ot service tor 
which it is drawn, and has been.actually paid by the 
said Governor and Company ot the Bank of England. 

, “ By this section, my Lords, the Treasurer, or his at- 
torney, is to draw and the head of service is to be speci- 
fied. T his clause refers evidently to the existing course 
of office ; and it appears to me, no words can be more 
clear, and no meaning can be more obvious. What 
does it convey ? The course of office, by means of drafts 
on the Bank. Draffs in favour of whom, or what? Of 
an individual ? No, it is not so stated, drafts in favor of 
a head of service. 4 And shall specify in each and every 
draft, the head of service for which the same is drawn.’ 
It was not, and it could not be intended, that draffs 
should be draw n in favour of private individuals. There 
h no limitation, but it must specify the head of service. 

I believe, my Lords, you will find these observation* 
incontest ible, when you compare this very act with a 
modern one, in which the legislature intended to im- 
pose a restriction, or to deprive the party of the power of 
drawing in the aggregate, and to prescribe to him a 
jjcular plan. I reter to the Treasurer of the Oidnaive, 
with whomihev have distinctly regulated this very point* 
^nd have said, that he cannot draw in the aggregate, M 
in favour ot the individual, and that he nevushad 
payments in any other manner, but when he Ja»*v 
mess liberty, from the Board. When parliament 
cd this limitation, they knew how to exprc» ** 
have not extended this limitation to the ireawrrerof 1 , 
Navy, they have to the Treasurer of the Oulu**** «u* 
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(t The fifth section is this : 

“ * Provided that the monies to be issued to the Gover- 
nor and Company of the Bank of England on account of 
the Treasurer of his Majesty’s Navy, shall not be paid out 
of the Bank unless for Navy services, and in pursuance 
of drafts to be drawn on the Governor and Company of 
jbe Bank of England, and signed by the Treasurer of his 
Majesty’s Navy, for the time being ; or the person or per- 
sons, authorised as aforesaid ; in which drafts shall, be 
specified the heads of service to which the sums therein 
mentioned are to be applied , and which drafts so drawn 
shall be sufficient authority to the Bank to pay such 
jsuatep jo jJbo persons jnsMioned jlo BWe xira fits or to ibo 
bearer of them/ 

“ Both these relate to the primary place of deposit. 
No doubt, on the whole act, all the money is to be car- 
ried in the first place to the Bank, and to constitute a 
bead there ; and the method is specifically pointed out 
under what circumstances it is to be drawn in the sec- 
tion I have before read. 

u 1 beg pardon for omitting to make this observation 
in its proper place, so clearly as was necessary. 

** 1 have now disposed of three of the articles of this 
impeachment j the seven which remain, proceed on one 
general ground.” 

The Eord Chancellor interposing, desired that the far- 
ther observations of the learned counsel, be deferred un* 
|il the following day, 
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they confedeiated themselves, and by that means com- 
muted a gioss breach of public duty 

“ r lhe next aiticle is the fourth, and charges that while 
Henty Lord Viscount Melville enjoyed the office ofTiea- 
surer of the Navy, he did connive at/ and permit that 
certain sums of money, issued from the Exchequer, 
should be placed in the hands of Mr Mark Sprott, and 
other pprsons Heie likewise his knowledge mil privity 
to the placing of ceitain sums of money in the h mils of 
an individual, are expressly stated it does not say, tint 
it was done thiongh carelessness oi want of due vigdqucc 
jn his duty, but it says it was done positively with his 
puyity and consent 

“ I he fifth article, my lords, relates to a distinct sub- 
ject of a sum being taken to the amount ot 10,0001 fiom 
ihft public ir)Q ney at the Bank of England, and applied 
tp the defendants own use, oi some othci coirupt and d- 
3eg*il put pose. Hue the corrupt and illegal puipose to 
which the money was applied is expressly made a part of 
the charge against Loid .Melville. Not that the purpose 
is not yet disclosed, but the prosecutors take upon them- 
selves to *ay, that it is known to them, and that they Tan 
prove, that such purpose was both coirupt and illegal 
'I hey, my lords, aie bound to shew it, tins, however, 
.has not been done, and that part cannot apply 

u The sixth urticle mote closely all icks tie reputa- 
tion of Lord Melville It commences by stilting, th it 
books ueie kept byJMi Irotter containing the iicount 
between the noble defendant and him and receipts for 
jdjffei cut payments I wish, now, my lords, to di iw your 
parttculai observation, because the chaige llicn (hopping 
the subject of the hooks, takes up another transaction, 
“Viz the telcase oi agreement between these pirtits, 
wherein it is stated that thev had mutually dchvutd up 
U each other, oi rtaolved and agreed mutually to caned 
or destroy all the vouchers and other memorandums and 
writings that at any time heretofore jnuht have exited, 
jjassed, or been interebanged between them lelitneto 
the said aecouuta, and thedilferent Huns and article* of 
whieh the said aceounU were composed or eon bled 
This pabsage interposes between two distinct «. nance*, 
and after its conclusion die subject of the bool* » rc * 
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pay interest, and for the purpose of rnoie effectually con- 
cealing which, thesaid hooks of accounts, h.c weie burnt 
and destroyed.’ This, for aught. that appears to the con- 
trary, may bo a loan from one friend to the other, with- 
out mentioning from what fund the money was advanced, 
but that is m point of fact, merely the declaration of the 
noble defendant 

“ The ninth and concluding ai tide states, ‘thatdunn' 
all or gieat part of the tune, the said Alexander Trotter 
held and enjoyed the said office of Pay master to the said 
Ilemy Lord Viscount Melville as afoiesairl, and thesaid 
Heniy Lord Viscount Melville held and enjoyed the said 
office of Tieasuier of His Majesty s Navy ns afoiesaid, 
he, the said Alexaudei Trotter, did gratuitously and with- 
out salary, or other pecumaiy compensation, actin, and 
transact the private business of the said Hcnrv I ord Vis- 
count Melville, in that respect to the amount of 10,0001 
to 20,0001 or to some other great amount, anil which 
advances were taken from the said gums of money so 
placed by the said Alexander Trotter in the hands of the 
said Messrs. Coutts and Company, consisting in part of 
public money, drawn by him from the Governor and 
Company of the llank of England as aforesaid, and in 
part of his own private monies mixed therewith and un- 
distinguished therefiom as afoiesaid, by means w hereof 
the said Henry Lord Viscount Melville did denvc ad- 
vantage from the aforesaid illegal acts of the said Alev 
andei ’irottei ’ — It then proceeds to say, that Mr ’lrot- 
tei continued to act without salary, linking advances to 
Lord Melville on condition that the noble defendant 
would connive at, and permit the u*c of the public mo- 
ney to the pui poses of private advantage It then goes 
on to asscit, that this was done with the pnvity ol I ord 
Melville, and to state that it was in breach ot the high 
trust reposed in him, and in violation of the laws and sta- 
tutes ot the realm It concludes, that by alt and every 
of the aforesaid acts done by Lord Melville, he isguiliy 
of high crimes and misdemeanours 

“ Ihus, my lords, it assiitns two motives for the con- 
currence of Loid Melville in the use of the public mo- 
ney First, because Mr. '1 rotter would act us bn pri- 
vate agent without saluiy, and, secondly, because he 
° might 



jonpnoa x g 

3U9prudmt 9 q 4 uo opdui- uaaq SBq tiopBAjasqo qonj\f „ 

'P3ldxi09O oq uopmqis 4BqA\ pUB C 9il[A[9J^ 
pJO"j[ 04 paonpo.qui sbav oq A\oq *sba\ oq oqAv pjdoq OABq 
sdiqsp.io'j j n oA moqAv SimuaauoD ‘J0440JX uBorn j ■ 

‘SUOpOBSUB.U 3s53qi 01 S.I 040 B JOtqa Oip JO 900 (UO.IJ pOUIBJ 

-qo uaaq scq aSjdqo sup uo Auotupsa; {Bdiouud aqx 5> 
•paquo uaoq scq 4Bi{4 ssoujjav Aj9a 9 Aq paAOjdsip Apaai 
-ip 9JB ‘pojAoddtis Suioq jo puojsui ‘soS.mqo oq; 4dqj potj 
‘popBj Xipqoi SBq paanpojd aauapiAO aq; ;dq; ;nq ‘anp 
ojo-u saouB^cq ou ;dq; .((uo 4011 ‘aouapua to papioddns ;ou 
g.tv. soS .wip aq; A[uo 4011 ‘aopdBjsijBS aia[d(ii6o noA- 
3 AtS 04 eqqd aq {[Bqs j 4Bq; ‘Abs j oarjAv £ *kiiainsa.td jo 4UB*> 
-bJJB pornoop aq 4011 jjp.qs j adoq j ‘sp.ioj Ara'qtqj „ 

’> *9Ai§ 04 uodn paqB.o A]muajos a\ou a.id noA 4uamSpnf 
oqi ODunouo.id p[noa noA a^ojaq £ sj64nbosojd 9q; jo ;jdd 
oq; uo uoj4B§}4saAur qnj pus £ Ajo4objsi}bs ‘jb 'op 4soui oq; 
9ABf{ 04 loadxo pjnoA\ noA qonpA tiodn puB £ ;uBpu9jop aq; 
j’o .iD4DBJBqo puB jnouoq aq4 s;a9jjd Apisau jsorn qoiqAv 
saSiaqo aqi jo ;jdd b uodn ojb £ spjo[ Aru c a\ou a'^ ,, 

•noA a.iojaq 

poqBO iiboq suq oqA\ puB ‘uiaq; 04 A;jdd p&diDmj'd Ajo.\ 

B SBAi OqAV pUB ‘SS9U41A\ °UtAlJ B S[ 9JOq4 qOUpw 04 SUOp 
•obsubjj osjb 9 iB ajaqx 'tuoq; uodn tu\ojq; 4q°q §ui 
-ABq jo a^qBdBD o.iotti puB ‘ssodobjo Asb9 a.iotu oq 04 pa; 
qtuipB oq o.ioja.iaqi ;snm qaiipn puB ‘a 4 Bp mapotu a.iouj) 
B jo ©jns aq 01' uiat {4 jo ;jdd £ oouB4Jodmi pire 9 pn;iuSBm 
4S34boj§ aq4 jo aq 04 po;B;s A[nj; uaaq aABq qoit]A\ so°iBqo.' 
i ApiiBj saSadip oq; 3uub4s wb j ‘spaoj Am ‘odoq j „ 

•paAopsop §uioq 9§t; 
-soA puB jbojcl |p? jo’p^tijs 40Bj aq 4 ApSB( puB ‘asn 4dn.t 
-jod d 04 pa[|ddB'°uioq Aouoai aq4 jo a§pa|A\ou>{ spudpuoj: 
-op oq; ’40 uopdSoqB oq4 OABq oai noqj sasn .iB|nopJBd 
9i|4 pud Aouom oqqnd aq4 SuiA{ddB jo suboui oq 4 oabij oav 
‘$ p.roj Am ‘js.qx qoofqns guibs oq; 04 po;B|o.i S4U04UOO 
9{oqA^ aq; Apidou 4Bip ‘uoq nooso.id oq; joj osbo oq4 dn pauj 
-uins oqA\ joSbubui paiuBOj aq4 jo uotuido oq4 ui pajano 
-uoo j asndooq ^ 9 q 40§04 S 9 {di>.ib asaq; po;-n;s' aABq j - 
•Aauorn o’qqnd jd Apadd pud 94BAi.id jo Aj4.n?d pgsoduioo 
‘ptfnj poxrtu B modj UAidjp o.:o.a pus ’[Q00 c 05 o; ’\000 c 0l 
ftiojj jo 4unouiB oqi 04 o.toa\ spuaiiido suouiuioq jo osnojq 
9tp ‘ami; 04 omi; ixioaj opdiu sb ‘saouBApd osaq r *otui; 
q; auit; cuojj odu9iu9auoo siq joj: sooubapb oaioooj ;q§im : 



250 ' 

c,onduct of Lord 1 "Melville, and 1 niudh^ inference drawn 

( fr £— ^ duties in the 

office; wiihc vere- only sug- 

gested for die* very purpose of making' further remarks, 
and again bringing the subject before jour lordships. ■ 

' ’“‘It has been' charged against the'hoble defendant that 
’Ke was engaged- with • Mr. Trotter from’ 1 the -year 1786 to 
1800, a period of fourteen years in a systeniatic confede- 
racy; 'and iliafin four.'di£tinct'instahces # he grossly abused 
^liis trust, and* purchased stock with the public inoney for 
his own bepent* ‘ * r • • n ' ** a *•: •- j>> r '» 

’ ' J haye noiv, my lords, gone/tlirough the' different ar- 
'tides,' and 1 have ‘summarily stated" the * principal charges 
contained in them. They assert that thedefendant coin* 
•mitted tlie , crimes^stated in 1 them/ corruplly'ahd'whlifiill 
■‘knowledge, ‘and'da breach’ of [the terms. of the warrant ; 
"and^ alledging/ that- this 'is' a direct violation of the law', 
‘and' that 'he corruptly, knowingly, and fraudulently, laid J 
‘out and-’ex pended tlie' public* money in the 1 public fu'nd s 
‘ivith a view to ’enrich' himself. 1 . * J ' ;, t 

“\My r Lords, you lfave this acconnt givcifyou 'of Mr. 
.Trotter.- 'In’ the-’ year 17 86, of the latter end of 1785“, 
just after the death of Mr. Douglas, Mr. Trotter has 
introduced, to Lord Melville, to whoniUte had* before 
'been personally known. 'He was a gentleman stateddd 
‘be ‘not’ only of creditable, but opulent connections,' thb 
son of a wealthy banker, and thc'brother of a partner 
in the firm of Messrs.” Coutts,, and Co.' lie was a 1 man, 
stated ‘even by the honorable Manager, who was not 
unacquainted with' Mr. Trotter, and who had had fre- 
quent interviews with him: I say my 'Lords he was stated 
to* be a' man in all other parts of his character, 1 in pH" 
yate and public life free from nil imputation, *' ! - 
“ Besides this, my Lords, he was in high estimation 
in the office, bis probity had been repeatedly tried, his 
integrity was unstained, and who was conversant in a rii li- 
me tic ai calculation, and the business of the establish- 
ment. He was not at all wanting of understanding, and 
\had a ready and comprehensive mind, and was perfectly 
competent to his situation. , _ • 

* l He was a gentleman of unspotted private character, 
and was eligiblo at that tipi?! from every circumstance 
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'■ncirfting fevCiy* papei of every nature, uhicii there Ttas 
'“ least probability could enlighten the subject, amb 
a “\all these diftereiit and numerous examinations, 
wl? v iie ies ^t with regard to Mr Trotters character J 
T I r/ honorable manager pamly tells you that jour 
i^jfdsnn^jjjay place uedence in every thing he utters. ' 

took 
this s 

lie stated that*n e£U iy hfe-^Mi Trotter had shewn the 
greatest integruv\ ailc i had been employed, not only by- 
Lora Melville, but iy paymaster Mr, Douglas, a man 
of undoubted piobiV Lhe honorable manager conti- 
nued ' «• He is a merithnous man, and one who ought 
to be tiusted, and a pcrsblj more beloved by his l famiiy, J 
Of respected by his relations. I know: not ' < 

f “ It was fditunate my Loid^ foi Mr Tiotter, that his 
evidence should he confhmed Vy bpoks which were pro- 
duced, and by which li 
irus forturiate for Mi 
nony but my Lords, th 

LTheie was no human ucmg iuuiu u> j - -• 

tIlb >vtransactions hut Mi 'Jiot'ter, and the defendant, 
eiiableil'^ Jt ac ^ount a bdl of indemnity jras passed to 
“ My ■ » 

SUC ^ ,,D ^ r tincc as to be the subject of one Act 
or J ornament, ank <0 { iavc qnotbirin contcmpfatKJff, m 
order that he might bd^jjoyiht forward to give evidence 
of his joint and mutual guilt with the noble defendant 
“ Hie lust p-issage my I or«k to winch IshalLrcter you, 
of which I have taken a'notb/is this * You may be- 
hove- Mr Trottu iny Lords, in every part ot his testi- 
mony,* l Vhth tins oh'ciution he u is uslitud into the 
witness box to give evidence 

v “ Now my Lords, Ic t us consider wbothii Mr. Trotter 
i*and what is Ins -mntion. 

“ I ask you, im I oids w is there ever a witness pro- 
duced befoit a Court ot JumiuV who had inure co^uit 
motives to give testmiom w establish thegudt of the de- 
fendant, and to exonerate, imi la |t- \V*ia there ever a 

f j- w ^ vrjtncsJ 
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were the . least acquainted > with these transactions;- Lord' 
-Melville and Mr. Trotter and: would! not: it have been; 
bothi natural anebjust, that the. person' concerned should 
have come forward and. have declared k . - : - : i 

‘ In me coovertitc ferrum* v> /" ‘ \ 

-tj.'i ’]• O Rutuliraea fraus orauis: nihil isle/ necausus-' 4 '' 
-.Nee poluiUi);. . ■* ,. - 1 ,. f ;)», | 


WUI , ttUU .. - , , 

tisfactbiy evidence that Was ever 'brought forward in 'sup- 3 
port of any'prosecutibn; ‘ l ^ '• ' < ; f ’ •* - 5;; ' ’ l * 

i “ I wilpnmv' my TLords, with jour permission, exa-* 
mine some otbdr particulars in detuilf and’T'hope to'be 
able to satisfy you, that the evidence before* you, hnd the 1 
instances .selected for the. purpose of proving a corrupt 1 
confederacy, 1 when carefully examined, 1 will be - fbuud to 
operate directly the reverse.’’ t ’.‘; r '* v 1 ! 

? * “'The iiistory'of tlicse 1 transactions commences in the; 
year'd 786‘,'and you wiJl'enquire, 1 what Was the situation* 
ofihe defendant at'lhat timcl Tntheyear l78f, the no- 
ble- defendant was appointed President of the Board of 3 
Cobtroul, r •* ‘ - until the' year 

I SOI, duri Tor the first 

nine years, uccauu^m ~ of the ofiicc 

\Vith6uf receiving the smallest remuneration. It has bceu 
proved' to you, that at that time the establishment was 
first foriped,’ when the affairs of the East India' Company 
were before parliament and wei c in a most ruinous stale, * 
and all the vigour and ' ' ire ret 

quired for the restorath . 

- “ It is likewise in cviuunu uu. W v ;uu , noble, 

defendant was then a vigilant, active, and laborious sub-' 
ject'of the public, performing his duties with unremitting 
diligence, and combating all the difficulties of his situa- 
tion. ills office was not to conduct the affairs of an o!J 
establishment, but he had to form new systems and new 
regulations for the preservation . of commerce in the 
East.' * * * ' • r 

\ u In the year 1791, a period most memorable m the 
annals* of Europe, and particularly in the history ot this 
: ; coup try,. 



pns 9 oip ui f sja3 
9t FI J° S}.iodd}j oip jo atnrqoA ptiooas atp ui pauo 
,pii9iu si ‘spjoj Kui ‘.opuj.uns supp * 9 iB 3 g joXnqaaoag 
eg ttuq 03 anp 2 jb[bs aqt xiaiqsmbuqaj iCjiAB 3 tin|OA put? 
•suoqounj 3UB3Joduir 3 soui atp ui pogi&uo pouad awns 
3tp ]U • POUIB39.I Suoi os aq tpiq.w \inouoq 3 Bip pa.iaS 
-uspua a.ABq pfn 0 A\ 3 «Bpu 9 j 9 p 9 |qou 3 q} ‘urns X.q[Bd sup 
jo 9}]v.s 9 qj joj 3 Btji fp3A9qaq aq 03 31 si puB f 7000‘£5 
'Si ‘Aauotu oqqnd aq3 jo dsn yq} iCq apBtu ujb§ aq 3 jo 
pmouiB ajoq.u 9i|3 3Bq3 ‘a.tojajaq} 99 s sdiqspacrj ano^ „ 

7000 C S3 

jo 3 po.id [B 303 b Suiunpqo puB ‘iCauoui aqqnd aq 3 jo 
3Sii joiujjBiii ‘93B3S aq3 jo aaaapurqd b sb ‘jCjqtuassB 3su8nB 
siqjjo saAa 9q3 03 dn tmq pjaq 9q f Suipaaooad juasaad 
9rj3 Smuado ut j'ajjiAjajy p.io'j Sutuaaouoo pnis aa§BU 
-fBCd 9 [qB.inoaoq 9 q 3 3 bi|a\ 03 SupaaApB Km 9 ai 8 .ioj qui 
sdjqspao^ anoZ adoq j Jsafqns sjq 3 uodn uib j sy..„ * 

' E *3U9U13ABd9Q JB^ySip JOJ iCjB3aJ99g 

puB ^uauqjBdaQ ouioj-j 9q3 joj iC.iB 33 . 109 g jo suopBiqis 
sq3 §ui]jg sba\ aq ‘pouad auiBS aq3 Sui.tnp post «3 ^8 Zl 
UIOJJ ‘P93B3S 9ABq J SB ‘panupUOD 9q qodj.VV 111 ‘3U3PJS- 
-aa^ S3! SB JL30J3U03 JO pjBog oq3 JO 9.1BD 9q3 pBq oq 3Bqj 

rjuauioui 9 bubs 9i]3 3V *sapnp jo iCioijdpjniu b paSjBqo 
-sip oq f 3 tiaiii 3 JBdap jba\ oq 3 jo pBoq oq3 3 B S 3 uau.iiCo|diua 
siq P9UIB39.1 3UBpii9jop ajqou oq3 auip ai|3 SuunQ „ ' 

•uopBtitptit uavo siq 3 suib8b 
tpnut ‘sapis |[B uo pa33iuipB uasq sbij sb ‘poqij 3UBpuajap 
oq3 ‘sp-io^ ^ui ‘suoijBnqs qpioijjip osoqx '1081 ipurr 
j930BJBqo 3Bq3 qaoddns 03 panupuoo puB l f6l\ .1 voK aqj 
lit 3U91I13JBd9Q JB^V 31P *10J 9)B3g JO iCjB39.199g p93UI0d 
-dB SBAV 9IllA|9J\T p.lO^J ‘iDOpSup} 9q3 p9DBU9lU ZjljPSOq 
|BUJ93X9 3nq ‘auioq 3^ sn p9U93B9.up soppooqjip ou uaqAi 
pUB paqsqqB3S9 q9Av sr ‘uopB3s snonpjB siq3 p9uiB3sns oq 
tiaqA\ c f6'Zi puB 16'Zl s.iB9iC oq3 uooAqoq ‘uopoadsui siq 
jopun 3q§noaq'9J9A\ qou{A\ su.ioduoo aq3 qB jo aouBuuoj 
-aad oip ut £}tqo.id puB Z31APDB joj J939B.iBqo sifj „ 

•3U9U13.lBd9Q 9UI0J-J 
oq3 joj 93B3g JO iCjB39J99g ‘putui siq jo suopBogiprib 3U9U 
-traa UA\otiq 9q3 iuojj ‘iCisafej^f siq iCq p93utoddB sbav apiA 
-\ m pjox ‘Iqunoo siq3 pyqonaj iCpB9J|B pBq s9|dioui.id 
jfjBuopnpAOj JO 1 sattiBp aq3 uaqA\ puB t uoi30uiiuo9 puja; 
-ut iCq p 93 B 3 i§B SBAi 93B3S guunoqqSiau ,b uaqAi ^punoa 



'236 ■ 


Aerwnuneratioi} of salary in only one branch of 
htsduty,! mean in the home department, heuas enabled’ 


, ' — « uuwm iie uas cnaoieil 

to save the government the expence of 5,933/. los 3rf‘ 
While these criminal transactions! stated to baie iecn 
going on betneen Lord Melville' and Mr. Trotter Here 
proceeding in another depaitment of his duty, he’reltn*' 
quishei . lount of 26,333/. Gs. gd. 

wh ‘ el, » , will be found to give a 

saving . . iditure to, the amount of 
■32,266/. }6s.'ll{(i i . ’ • ; i , ’ 

I K"’V rev Lords T am’ warranted in saying, t]iat 
^ lcsc the indications of a cor- 


rupt tin..,, r---o . of (us lawful right, and 

Which he could haye maintained 'without the least danger* 
to his honour, heiabandoned for tjie public good, a sum" 
much exceeding. all that is ch'nrwd against him. If you 
should be driven to adopi 
guilt, or the ihbocerice of 

your judgment, listening to me, t(UC. Uh **.»»*. — 

ichai ituble men, noold yon not rather put a favorable con-' 
■struction, than admit that which would lead you nc^s- 
sarily, to imagine, that under sucli circumstances he had 
committed frauds upon ,the public? . , ■ 

i.’ “ In additjon to, this, on tlichcad of gross improbabi- 1 
lity, isitto be conceived, I bad almost said, is it not tin* 
probable! (I had nearly adopted the language of the ho- 
nourable and learned manager! who said, that it was im- 
possible) for any person above jhe degree of an idiot, to 
embark ill such concerns:' hut if .Mr. Trotter yvcrc doing 
this, what was the risk Lord Melville incurred in autlio- 
l izing it ? From the very nature of it, n as there not the 
greatest danger of a discovery, and of the fact coming to 
the knowledge of a great number of persons belonging to 
the office ? , The cit Constance of the public money being 
made use of to private emolument, must have been 
known to the Governorand Company of the liank.' The 
larger the capital in their hands, the greater must the 
pi ofit have been. , ‘ . 

“ Was not this then, my Lorils, an undertaking ot 
infinite peril, and the consequences of detection must 
have been the tout rum of the noble defendant. 

Trotter "would have been protected, and all the principal 
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vate’ emohmient!;.snof>eiiioved frourthc' Bank' for«'convc« 
mence,'. but it -is. charged,* that the' real objectnvas private* 
emolument, and this is endeavoured to bc.'supportedt 
by Hhdfiist- witness brought; forward. ‘ *'» 'm!j . ' r! U •• 

,* j‘' I shall think* it;;. my. 1 lords/ quite sufficient to' state/" 
without going into a detail' of. the evidence, ■ that/ali - the 
hypotheses of' the learned manager' consist mcrelynn or~ ■ 
gUihcnt and reasoning,'. which;, ^unfortunately,.* arc di- 
rectly in the'teeth of* the; evidence.' I -sluiii" nowragain* 
?cfc»v your; lordships to the testimony of: Mr; ‘Ti otter.; 
He swears,' in the most directuand -positive- "terms, that 
, Neither hc-norT.ofd Melvillchad private interest or emo- 
lument in view’ at- the' timer that they drew \ the money 
^ from the Dank : I* think then, my lords, - -there could be 
' ho such intentioh in* the noble defendant. Ji u n c < it ‘ 
-i'. u There* is'no occasion, niy lords, to: examine farther, 1 
the question of private emolument, when tlicirouo wit- 
* ness has negatived it.- 'Bu Von* the present occasion, 
we were enjoiued. to. do - by the 
re ! ne now-to examine tho evi- 
’ .„ .-be conclusive, Tor: that there are 

circumstances which" make .it evident that this.is a false 
account But;’! say they,.!* 4 you must disbelieve) Mr.’ 
Trotter on his oath, when he says that they had no view 
of private?intcrcst. T, " , .They/ however, • my lords,*, must 
•not be permitted so to deal with their own: witness; the 
{prosecutors build the' whole case upon the* evidence of 
.Air. Trotter ; l and* it is npt competent for them to: take 
•some parts of his evidence and say, -1 “.This you must.be* 
Jlevc; mid to .declare, at the same timc,nthat uhtch a 
-given in favour, of the defendant is not to receive any 
► credence.” \> The whole. charge rests upon his testimony, 
land the inference to-be drawn from it is directly the ro 
►verse to what they contend. 


^proper, — -j . , 

-villty to, distribute the money among the persons uy 
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preamble of, the, articles of impeachment/ It is here 
stated, that the detail ,of the business was executed by 
the Paymaster,, as given in testimony by Mr., Bathurst, 
which is the constant, usage of the office. . It runs thus; 
‘and^vhereas on the 10 th day of'january, 1786, whilst 
the said Henry Lord Viscount Alelville held and enjoyed 
the said office of Treasurer of his Majesty's Navy, he 
did constitute, and appoint Alexander: Trotter his Pay* 
master; ami the said Henry Lord Viscount Melville 
did, on the said tenth day of, January I 7 tS 6 , duly autho- 
rise and otnppwc, the said Alexander Trotter to draw on 
'the Govei no. and Company of the Bank of England, for 
■and upon the account of himitho said Henry Loid Vis- 
count Melville, as Treasurer of his Majesty’s Navy, all 
and every .sum,, or sums of money, that then .were, or 
should ttiLreulter be wante‘d;fdi the public services, utt- 
dei the care apt! payment of t|ie said Henry Lord Vis- 
count .Melville, the said Alexander Trotter being parti- 
cularly careful, to ‘specify, in each, and .every dralt,. the 
sci vice for which the, money should be drawn.’ . 

“ I say, that this is stated to be by the prosecutors a 
proper act of the defendant, and by this act, permission 
was given to draw upon the Bank for unlimited sums. 
All the geneiai power given to Mr. Trotter, is denied, 
from the uniform, .constant, and continued delegation of 
authotity, given by the Treasurer lo bis. Paymaster. It 
m ty so happen, that the Paymaster has abused such de- 
legation, but that is a legitimate act; ,wq Fay, that it, was 
the course of office to give the power to draw die public 
monies from the Batik. ,, ,<i , . i * t 

“ Then, thy Lords, I ask, what infercnco is to bo de- 
duced from that circumstance, or rather, what inference 
of ci : ■’ preamble to 

whicl ’ .■ Jid, was bya 

due, — '. -ottl, or limi- 

tation; and I shall intreatyour, Lordships' ,tc> give the no- 
ble defendant nl| the bepejit.jof this consideration when 
t! (: point of Jaw,., is sqhiuittul to. your attention; for 
if this were a due and Jcga] authority, lit puls an end lo 
■ the question of law,, as it vyas proper and competent 'or 
the Treasurer of the Navy, (o give to his Paymaster a g<» 
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this to he done for' the profit and emolument of Hfr.i 
Trotter. On the Examination, eerlaihly, (hat was 'nj 
hardship's object ; but it does seem to me,.ailvci 11114 to 
the whole context and the manner lit which it la staled, 
that it is. directly the icvcrst; 1 On the exainin ition he-' 
fore the Commissioners, the question being put to nord 
Mdlvdle,. whether hit. Trotter had his permission to use 
the 1 public moiiey, he ansnered, ‘ ]r it is meant to as!: 
me, whether I gave Mr. Trotter authoi ity to use thu mo- 
ney in any manner lie-pleased, I answer, tint I cutunly 
did not; ‘but X never objected to it, and X believe ho did 
apply it to his own use.’ 1 < 1 

“ But, by the- context, it appears that he must huvo 
thought the public money was applied to tile fair, honest,' 
and convenient ‘purpose oh carrying on the business of 
the office, and that for that icason if was placed at a 
private banket's. > • , 1 "in . > 

“ r. shall now refer your lordships, to the evidence of 
Hr. Whitbread, in the course of n inch, a vainly ofqucs- 
tionssvVere put to him, foi the purpose ofi obtaining 1111 
explanation 1 of the nutuie of the piolit Lord Melville sup, 
posed Mr. Tiottei to receive, from the payment of tlio 
mobev into a private banker’s. The witness was asked, 

* Did you mean to asst rt that the noble defendant intended 
to state, that Mr. Tiotte-i gained any adtjutago hom it : ’ 
To this a’ reply was made, that Lord Melville stated, 
that he had allowed money to he placed at a private 
bankei's for 1 official convenience; andt that! he • did not 
prevent Mr Trotter bom dciivmg profit from it, tint 

private advantage arising bom tlic interest f 1 1 

“ Therefore, my lairds, taking tins explanation, eon. 
pled mill who T mil Melville stated before the Commissi- 
oners of N T < 
nohledefem,- .. - c 

in the regular course of offieiul duty, nr for 11 ivai sei- 
viccs. Besides which the tioblo defendant on Ins oath 
declares, that lie nos convinced it would' facilitate the 
public convenience, and tins statement dir. irolttr 
confirms. 1 ’ ’ , 

- “ But they asset t, that tlic noble Lord was applying 
the money to dishonest purposes, hut that he only »a> > 
Mr. Trotter might he dcriv mg advantage from it. Lut, 
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ruption, but that it will be shewn, that it 1733 not the 
public money which was applied, or that tin's » as a sys- 
tematic plan of fraud, 1 ■ 

■ “-The account given bv Mr Trotter of thfe transaction 
is as follow s. He says, 1 1 will state the transaction a 3 
far as my memory carries me. Therew as a conversation 
between Lqrd Melville and myself on the probable rise of 
India block, and I observed, that I thought upon that 
consideration, he ought to invest a sum of money in it; 
but lie replied that he had no money. I mentioned to 
him, that Ihcie' were considerable balances lying in my 
hands, not necessary for the public service, and which I 
supposed tiouid not be training for some time, ami I ad- 
vised him to give me leave to lay out so much of that 
money as would buy 13,000/. but be refused in the most 
pointed' manner, insomuch, that I was afraid I had in- 
curred his lordship's displeasure. I then said that I had 
a friend who would lend me the money, and agreed to 
borrow it, when his lordship signified his wish that I 
should lay it out. I applied to Mr. Lind, but -found 
that I was deceived. I never acquainted his lordship, 
but Inssistcd Lind with advances of public money, tbnthe 
might lend it again. I charged his lordship with intcicst 
of the money so advanced, from the first advances to the 
conclusion of the settlement.’ 

*■ I beg, my Lords, to ask whether I may take this to 
bo a real or fictitious transaction ? Was oil this colour, 
pi etc st and fiction, or docs it represent the transaction 
as itactually was? If it he fiction, the witness who sup* 
poited it is a perjured man. I think it will not be 
said, that I am not to take it us a real transaction. 'Inking 
it to he so then, I’askyour Lordships, ifit docs not given 
most decisive negative to the charge of corruption, pri- 
vity, and connivance, in the use of the public money with 
Mr. Tt otter, that ever was discovered in any court o£ 
justice in the world. 

“ In the first place, when docs this transaction happen? 

In the year 1783, three years after the systematic scheme 
of corruption is said to have been going on, when Lord 
Melville had ordered Mr. Trotter to make unlimited use 
of tlie public money, fur mutual benefit There was 
no necessity thatn third person should ho introduced mto 
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his lordship’s displeasure. What, his displeasure, how is 
that to be roconcded ? How was his displeasure incurred 5 
-By what? In their supposition, there was nothin" to ext 
cite it. But what is proposed by this ? Mr. Trotter, the 
agent, who must have been perfectly acquainted with all 
the criminal proceedings, what did, he suggest as a sub- 
stitute? — To boirow the money from a tiiend. — What 
borrow money from a private person when the Treasurer 
of the Navy had so much under his orders ?.. But, my 
lords, let us see what the honorable managers say re- 
garding tins testimony. One of them comes boldly for- 
ward and tells you, that you are to believe every thin" 
that Mr. Ti otter sweats ; while the ' other* declaies that 
you aie not to credit a single word deposed by that witness. 
How, theiefoie, my Louis, is it possible to reconcile these 
two different opinions, and you uie called upon by them 
to form your judgment against ail probability, alternately 
for and against the testimony which tlieir own witness 
has given. My Lords, I w ill confidently ask you, whether 
any body above the degree of an idiot would Have acted 
as Lord Melville did, upon that occasion ? . . 

„ “ Beside^ all this contradictory evidence, youbaieit 
distinctly proved bcfoie you, that the noble defendant 
paid, interest foi the loan of the money out of his own 
pocket. This is stated by Mr. Trotter, w ho acknow lodged 
Lord Melville's having paid to him for interest due to Mr. 
Lind, the lender of the money. I now, my Lords, from 
tliis' evidence, beg leave to ask, if you can say that 
Loid Melvdle was the con opt man charged by these arti- 
cles. But is not a directly conlraiy conclusion 'to be 
drawn from it? 

“ At a subsequent period, the money was actually re- 
paid by him, mill Mr. Ttotter sweats, that Lord Melville , 
wus unacquainted that ho had advanced the money, till 
after the publication of the Tenth Hcport. Upon his 
evidence, it is also cleat, that Stt.OOOh was paid by his 
lordship to Mr. Trotter, for account of Mr. land, and 
after all this positive proof, the Managers of the Hume 
of Commons call upon you to declare, that the wholo 
transaction from the begitmmg to the cud was a lictton, 
when the f»--t appears Horn their own witness. Umoo 
what ground arc your Loidsliqis called upon to belie s 
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ledge that the iqoney borrowed for the purchase ofE-wt 
India Stock, vyas advanced from the pubjic binds, 

“ II e now, my Lords, proceed to a transaction con- 
cerning the puichase of a quantity of Loyalty Loan. 
I shall first beg you to advert to the date , it took phce 
in 1797, eleven years posterior to the commencement of 
the alledged confederacy between Loid Melville and his 
agent. You will likewise attend to what has been said by 
Mr Trotter on the subject. lie has stuted to you tint the 
only proposition foi applying the public money was made 
By lnm v ith legaid to the puicbajc of India Slock, and 
that then the suggestion was rejecta} by tbe noble defend- 
ant in such a way that Mr 1 rotter fe tred he had incurred 
Jus loidships dippleasuie Let us further enquue wlnt 
yas the state of public afiairs.vt that period 5 Stocks had 
been foi a canstdeiable tune, fiorn various,causcs, m a 
falling state, ami pqrn'ntinetoaskyou, my Lords, whether 
this was a period when a person, desirous of enriching 
himself, would have entered into u speculation of thu 
land' 1 !Vn$ that an opportunity which would have, been 
selected as the most fivourabfc 5 Seven yens had -elap- 
sed, since the noble defendant made any put chases of that 
nature, and vvqs it to be supposed, that at a moment so 
unfavourable, he would have bought ‘lock for the pur- 
poses of pi iv ate emolument 5 At that tunc, stocks tell 
fiorn <10 tp 72, and were at a discount of IS per ant., 
and L ask you again, whether any persons commencing 
speculations, would have chosen this os the most ainpict- 
ous period ? 

“ liut can no one suggest any other object or motive M 
induce Loid Melville to make the pui chase at tins time ; 
My Lords, an illustrious personage, who lias been allud- 
ed to during tins pi occedmgv then laid out a eunsidtra- 
blc sum of money m this stock , and a great many alhtr 
pci oils ot distinction then bought a 1 irge quantity <>1 
the stock for the purpose of raising the public ciuht , 
gml upon tins motive the noble defendant was induced 
to mvevt his money Hut this instance is ot » later date, 
and in winch Ml Tiotter, the ordinary agent of I-ord 
Mclwllt, had no concern docs not tins m 
motive the application of the public mom > " Jjut ere 

one proof ulnch 1 as bteu brought tomard, vwiic t »P* 
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lie purse ; and I believe that the weight of evidence must 
induce every candid mind to believe, that whatever mis- 
conduct the noble defendant has been guilty of, arose 
rather from inadvertence, than what must be taken to be 
the assertion of the honourable managers, namely, that 
Lord Melville has knowingly acted contraiy to what was 
his bounden duty. 

With tegard to the small item of 2000/. the witness 
who pi oved it had no recollection of the ti ansaction, That 
the noble defendant bought it, is tiue, and at the time 
stated ; but tbeie is not a tittle of evidence adduced to 
prove that the sum with which it was bought was public 
money, that it was within his Loidship's knowledge, or 
that he gave orders to repay it, and theieforc I shall not^ 
trouble your Lordships further upon that point. On 
other items of ' 2 , 0001 . or 2,460/ I shall forbear to com- 
ment, as the witness 'who proved them had no recollec- 
tion to what they related. I shall, however, refer your 
Lordships to that which the witness stated on the sub- 
ject ■ He was asked, * Have you any reason to doubt, 
that! these sums were not repaid fioni the private money 
ot Lord Melville-’ To thiseiupiity he replied, ‘ that he 
had no reason to doubt, as theie had been frequent con- 
ferences on the subject' 

“ Another transaction I believe, was not much relied 
on by the honourable managers, I mean that inspecting 
4000/. advanced by Mr. Tiottcr to Lord Melville, on 
bond without mtci cst. From the very terms on which 
the loan was granted, • it appears, that it was a piivntc 
affair between one individual and another; and it is 
proved, that at the time the 4000/. was given to the 
noble defendant, be was not avvuro that it was, public 
money, diet cfore no coi ruption can be imputed to tiic de- 
fendant; and at the time of the advance, he agreed to re- 
pay Mr. Ti otter very soon. 

“ The purcitasc of 7000/. in the 3 per cent, reduced 
annuities, vou will find substantiated, ifjou revolt to the 
testimony Mr, Trotter gnvc upon his examination, lie 
said, that he ptneHa-ed 7000 L in tlte 3 per cents. anJ 
upon the question being asked him, if it was made by any 
direction from Lord Melville, lie replied, that he lad re- 
ceived no orders at nil. It was then demanded of Imp, 

Lo*f 
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“ There is' one other subject, my Lord?* and I be» 
your pardon for hdving detained you so long,- that, of the. 
Release, and desti uction 'of the papet s. This, my Lords,’ 
is urged against us in two distinct ways. In the first 

place, ‘the. eit, that it constituted 

in itself a j — ■_ ... The nett is, that it 

furnishes presumption in suppoit of the pi oof of the cor- 
rupt conduct of the defendant, and casts upon it the 
sf i dhgesf-suspicions. They say, that he fraudulently de- 
stroyed all the papers, winch would have been the means 
of discovering the llatuie of the tiansactions. 

“ As to the first charge of the destruction of the docu- 
ments composing a distinct crime, I hope, my Lord-, I 
shall be able’to answer that in one word. Iasseit, llial 
if the’ fact had'been proved to its utmost catcut, it could 
not have .been made a crime. 'Was any individual 
ever 'charged « ith an offence, for destroying documents 
which nele to support a eliatgc against him. If a perk 
son accused frith the foulest crimes, word to dcstioy any 
documentary evidenefj intended to establish his guilt; 
tint circumstance might veiy properly be argiied ns 1 ,! pro- 
s' he deatru'enori taf.cn 4I1- 

Eiuiu,w.j -- , ami tlilirefoie the oblitc- 

tion of testimony is no offence. 

“ But, say the prosecutors, it is a misdemeanor from 
the very nature of die documents, because they consisted 
of public accounts, and which a servant of the public 
cannot destioy. But, in answer to this, I say, that the 
whole supposition arises from a mistake: the papas 
were not public accounts, and the evidence Jus shewn 
that they were not. All the books charged to have he cm 
destroved, weic of a piivate nature, the document., cl 
persons who certainly held official situations hut which 
did not on that account become public papers. 

“ There is not a circumstance to shew, that a single 
document was of the kind specilied by the honorable in f 
tamers; but, in order to substantiate that they were, la* 
tiinony is adduced of such u natuio, that it is inipiiawle 

even to suppose that the pjpers-were of the sortwlnaj 

has been mentioned ; and therefore, to tire ah t nee of J l 
proof there must be an cud of that partol the chaige^ 
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since the transactions. It then proceeded to the touW 
release entered into by the noble defendant and Mr. Trot- 
ter. It afterwards went on to mention the destruction 
ot the papers during lus Lordship's absence in Scodund 
and concluded, by expressing Lord Melville's nilUngncsi 
to supply the account required, ifituere possible, and bis 
inability to do so. Mr. Plomer then continued: , 

“ That, my Lords, is a letter put in evidence as an 
auxiliary, to shew the wilful and fraudulent destruction 
of the documents; but L will venture to askyour Loid- 
ships, if a more natural account could be given. This, 
niy Loids, is the letter of one who knew not that be was 
to be called upon at a future period, and which accounts 
for the destruction of the papers in the most natural and 
innocent manner. It 

been settled with Mr. ‘ . ■ 

riot easy to suppose, th 
in destioying document 

have no fuithcr use. In aid. of this supposition, Mr, 
Ti otter lias sworn before you, that it was the general ha- 
bit of Lord Melville to destroy papers of no value, for a 
longtime before the precept issued by the Commissioner! 
of Naval Enquiry, theieforc, my Lords, I would ask you, 
if any unfavourable inference can be fairly drawn from 
that circumstance. The papers were destroyed after all 
Laid Melville’s private accounts were settled in the year 
1 800; and. can lie be blamed foi it, when they could lie 

of no further use. The only account which remained, 
and which existed long before the release, bad been set- 
tled between Loid Melville nnd Mr. Trotter. Under 
such circumstances, it only remains for me to entreat you 
to draw no linsly conclusions to the disadvantage of tic 
noble defendant. Every omloavoui lias been made lu 
mess die charges most hai dly against Lord Melville ; and 
I ask your Lordships, if there ever was a case, wjiielnej 
quiicd for its support so many presumptions. 1 011 11,1,1 
that Mr. Trutter comes forward, ami declares tu you, 
that at the time of the destruction of the dncumcoK »* 
wax in London; and that the release between Lord 
ville and himself had long before been agreed on. 
stead of the iclcase being to bciieht Lord Melville, «* 1 
for the pm pose of arming himself against piocew*. - e 
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upon the noble defendant that his piivate as well as pub- 
lic affairs have been brought under jour consideration, 
I will not, my Lords, pursue the subject faithcr, but leave 
it to your own minds. You have heard that all .that 11 
imputable to the noble defendant* might have bccnatiri* 
"buted to the most honorable man, and jou have seen that 
Mr. Trottei continued for two jcais dui mg the Treasu- 
ret ship of Mr. Bathurst, illegally drawing the public mo- 
ney from the Bank of England. Ml tliis, my Lords, might 
have taken place, without the persons who succeeded Lord 
Melville being chargeable even with neglect. 

“ Would it be said, my Lords, that an officer is to bo 
answerable for mote than his piedccessors ever were, 
whose office was executed by deputy? But, will it ba 
asserted, that the public concerns committed to the care 
of Lord Melville, were neglected : youhavc hadjt proved 
by Mr. Braggc Bathurst that it was the custom of the 
office,, for the Tieasurcr not to intcrfcie excepting in 
particular cases, but that the ordiuary business of tba 
office^ such us the payment and the leccipt of money, 
was left to the Paymaster; and I will ask your Lord* 
ships, if Lord Melville is culpable if he did the same ?. 

“ Upon this subject you have heard that the noble, 
defendant, so far fiom being negligent of Ins duty, at* 
tended to all the principal business of the office, and the 
honorable manager himself was compelled to admit it, 
when he said, * It is with satisfaction I give credit to 
good. deeds, and it is with pccului plcasuiel state, that 
while Mr. Dundas, was Treasurer of the Navy, inifljr 
meritorious regulations took place for the iclict of the 
widows and orphans of sailors, and by his interference in 
the 1 egulations respecting the trills of manners, he had 
prevented the commission of crime, and its fatal conse- 
quences under the sword of public justice, and for which 
he deserves the thanks of his Country.’ 

How different is the statement we hear fiom 
honorable and learned manager who summed up theuij 
dcnce for the House of Commons, lie told us that 
Melville's private affairs flourished, while the public 
concerns withered under his management, . 

*• I shall trouble jour Lordships with but one w-om 
more upon tins most impel rant occasion. 
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, , THIRTEENTH DAY, ' 

U UIU(ISDAV, MAY UTH, 

Mr. PLOMER said, he should now call cvideqc$ on t)}e 
j>art of the ^ noble defendant: 

7#e Clerk for the orders of Council called, sworn, and cxcfjti/icef 
by Mr. piomer « 

Q. What is the book you have before you ? 

A. It contains the orders of Council/ 

' Q. Report th? order of Council in IT05? 

Mr. Barlovythen read from page 3, the recommendation ofCoun T 
Cil» proposing a Salary for the Secretaries of State at 6,000/, ftce 
ot all deductions, and in lieu of all emoluments whatever. The 
salaries of the Under Secretaries of State, to be 1,500/. it stated 
that the Lords of the Council having considered the Report of the 
< ■ 25 th of the King, 

• ■ *. , seable for his Ma- 

, . . . ‘ by the said Com* 

tmssioners ; (which appear to be approved of by the said Sect e- 
tarics of State;) and likewise the arangements thetc tcconjt 
mended, Arc. * * * * 

Then page tCS, follows the Order, in consequence of this re- 
commendation; which states, chat his Majesty taking into his molt 
gracious considciation the above respecting the offices of ihe^ Prin- 
cipal Secretary of State, as recommended by the Commissioners 
appointed under the Act of the 25 th of the King, and his Majesty’s 
approving thereof, and of the further regulations proposed by tte 
Principal Secretary of State, doth command and order that the same 
be adopted, and that the Priucipal Secretary of Siate do givedheo 
tions for the same accordingly.^ 

(An exception is introduced into these documents which is cc{ 
material.) 

Mr. Pollock szern, and examined by Mr. Picker. 

Q. Are you chief clerk la the Heme Department h» t f *c ^ 

State** Office ? 

A. laia. 
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Q. To whom did you pay ’svbat you did pay on account of Ln*d 
Mehilfe* 

A To my Lord'* banker, or to his brother, or agent. 

Q, Will you swear to the calculation you base made, that the sum a 
accurate > # 

A. 1 think it is. t 

After a few questions from Lord Lauderdale, 

Mr.J. Chapman , suorn, and examined by Mr. Plomcr. 

Q, ArejQuolqef qlcrl» m thq Secretary of State’s office for the War 
Department? 

A. £ am. 

( Q Were ^ou ?o m March 1793 y 

A. 1 vas. r * ” » 1 

Q. Were you the person by whom the salary of the Sccrctaiy of State 
in that department would ha\c been paid? 

A- Yes, 

Q. Ilosr much did you pay to Lord Melwjlc » 

A. 1 do not know the total amount, but l paid him the* salary at tha 
rate ofs,oqOl 4 yiar, from January ,,1795, to June, 1S00, and, at the rate 
of 1,0001. a year, from the latter date, to tliL tunc Ins Lordship reugned, 
in March, 1801. 

Q. \\ hqt wastlic amount of the duTercncc bet wen what Lord Mclvill* 
■was entitled to rccenc and what he did rcccue? 

A. lYom July, 1791,' to the tune of Ins resignation, he reliqquuhc I 
more than 20,0001. , % ‘ 

Q Arc you speakjng of the War Department only ? 

A. Acs. 

Q At holly unconnected with the n.iinqui»hmeut of the Home Dc» 
nartment ? ^ 

A. "A cs. 


Cross examined by Mr. innthead. 

Q. Were you the channel through which what he was to receive, was 
to be*- paid ? • 

A. I was. 

Q Did you actually account with Lord Mclvilto for what he did 
rectcise? 

A Acs, 

Q..AV as (he salary due, tendered to Lord \1 l 1\ illi » 

A. AN ben the tust quarter's saLry watdus, I vuppote I asked him l/h« 
would rrtilU’ it. 

Q Do you know the reason why I«rrd Melville did ml receive ks 
salary mJi equent to Unr ord«.r of Council * t 

A.* lkcau>% Lord MeluUc nciivcd t00o! a jLar, as Trea s-rrref »~c 
>»avj,andhc had other salaries from other qiaitcrx, amounting u t V k 
a scar. 

'q. Do yoimesn, that with hi* other offices he had year? 

A* 1 bought so. 
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MR. ADAM 

Now lose, to conclude the case on the part of the no 
ule defendant, glitch lie did to the following effect: 

“ My lords, I am now to discharge an awful duty, 
gendered in one respect still iiioieaiduous by the cmplia- 
tlcal and pou er fill reasoning submitted to jour Lordships 
by my leai ned colleague. I hope I shall hav e resolution 
to perform uliat I have undertaken, to collect, arrange, 
and deliver my thoughts in auayto make myself intelli- 
gible; and my ‘best apology for intruding myself upon 
your Lordships’ notice is this, that I shall endeavour to 
say nothing that is not completely to the purpose. 

“ It is my intention to discuss the law in the first in- 
stance, uncmbairasscd by the facts in evidence, that the 
legal part of the enquiry may not be so blended u itb the 
narrative as to tender them both obscure. 

“ Befote I state the construction I apply to the Citli 
Geo. III. let me entreat your- lordships to recollect one 
fact, and 1 to retain it in your minds tbiough all the rami- 
fications of this important case, and it is this : that the 
noble and eminent person, who is under your adjudica- 
tion, is at the moment that i am speaking to you, and 
has been ever since he left the office of Treasurer of the 
Navy, in this situation: ho ones not a shilling to the 
public; be bad paid up every farthing due from him, and 
not only tins, but the navy lias suffcicd no impediment, 
and the country has sustained no loss ; no payment uas 
ever procia^tinated during tho whole time Ins lordship 
was engaged in tins public duty. 'Ibis is a very con-pi- 
cuous leaturc in this case, and it is fit that it should not 
escape the attention of your lordships or of the public. 

“ The noble defendant is accused of having been d.e 
breaker of that law which he himself framed, Before 
such a charge is cpnsidcrcd just, it is light that do 
law should bo nanovvly examined, and cotrectly under- 
stood. . . , 

“if this act ought to be construed by what u "S™ ‘ 
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and shall transmit with each memorial, a copy of the le 
terror letters from the Commissioners of the Navy, Vi< 
tuailing, and Sick and Hurt Boards, diiccting him \ 
apply for such sum or sums.’* ^ 

“ Aitei wards follows the passage respecting the mod 
in which the accounts are to be kept. “ And ail sue 
monies to be issued to the Governor and Company c 
the Bank of England shall be placed on an account, o 
accounts to be raised in the books of the Governo 
and Company of the Bank of England, and to he cn 
titled, * 4 The Account of the Treasuicr of his .Majesty 
Navy,” insetting the name of such Treasurer for tiv. 
time being for the pay bunch, cashiers branch, and tin 
victualling branch.” 

“ Tlie money has now got to the Bank, and it is i 
most impoitant part of the history of the office, that be* 
fore this statute passed (with ceitain necessary excep 
tions), the money was paid into the Bank, and an uc 
count was there opened. 

<• li Thus, the money was in the Bank at the command 
of the Treasurer, and the design of the clause «a«, that 
the account with this i epository should be converted from 
a personal,' into an official account. Befoie, the Trea- 
surer was himself the Banker, and was entitled to use 
the money at his disci etion. This was the opinion of a 
very distinguished person, whose eloquence has been dis- 
played before many of your loidships in this halt Mr. 
Burke said, that it was by no means the intention tli.it 
the money was to be conveyed to the Bank, there to re- 
main useless and unproductive. It was not designed, 
that the Bank, or any other public body, should icap 
those fv u its, to which the public only were entitled; tutu 
this was an opinion pionounccd on a very serious occa- 
sion,' ip 1783, one year after he had moved fora bill for 
the better payment of the army, which, however, bcin^ 
found inefficient, he was obliged to bring in another w 
1783, to amend it. 

“ In explaining the terms of the bill, so analogous to 
the picscnt, he said, that it was not the view that In* 
money should remain idle at the Bank, and that there 
was no principle in his mind which tended to safutan- 

tiate anv illegality, if die money were to fructify ^ 
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in liielianlv, which was at fiist directed to he placed 
•tbeie in July, 1785, and subsequently, in 1785, there 
was a second account, called the Ken Act of Paihamcat 
.Account. 

“ ^/ UR going to state things, which are in themselves 
so plain, that I am almost ashamed to invite your lord- 
ships attention to them ; but the tact is, that matteis the 
most obvious and familiar, and tiuths the most palpable, 
•govern almost all the circumstances of our lives. 

4< Then the money is to he sent^ under pi oper guards, 
not, indeed, to lie in the Bank for ever, but, at the pro- 
per time, to be ba ought fioni thence. 

“ Every thing is thus tied up, through the successive 
piogrcss of the business, until it is to come into the hands 
of the Tjeasuier; but when diaun out by Imu from the 
-Bank, then the act abandons all these icstrictions. The 
Tieasurcr for the time being is the peison duly autho- 
rized, anti his authonty he may delegate. , Here tlieic is 
a simple, distinct power in the act, without limitation. 
Thus lai the legislature intended to entrust this public 
, officer; and in the vast intercourse of mankind, without 
placing some confidence in our fellow-men, huijian al- 
faiis cannot be conducted. 

44 What is the course of office ? The Treasurer of tlje 
.Navy appoints his Paymaster, and, in the early part of 
his official situation, Lord Melville nominated Mr. Doug- 
las in that capacity'. Then the clause says, that from 
and after the 1st day of July, 1785, the Treasurer, or 
Jns attorney, shall draw upon the Bank of England; and 
in these words, and under these circumsfanccs, as con- 
tained in the fourth section, ‘ The Tieasurcr of his Ma- 
jesty's Navy for the time being, by himself, or the per- 
son or persons in his office duly authorized by the said 
Treasurer, from and after the 1st day of July', J785, 
shall draw upon the Governoi and Company of the Bank 
,of England fdr all navy services whatever, and shall spe- 
cify in each and every diuft the head of service for which 
the same is diaun; and no draft of the said Treasurer, 
,or the person or persons authorised ns aforesaid, shall be 
deemed a sufficient voucher to the said Governor and 
Company of the Bank of England, uuless the same spe- 
cifies the -head of service for which it is diaun, and bus 
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atii there is no stipulation that the rrioncy may not be 
transferred to any other account in the Bank. Thus, the 
statute is obviously intended to continue the affairs of the 
office precisely according to the foims and regulations 
before established in it. 

{C j\Iy loids/ you have heard, that conformably with 
this course, thus, as it were, recognized in the act, there 
are many payments under twenty shillings, and many 
more under five pounds. Besides these/' there are large 
payments made by bills, which bills arc assigned, and 
discharged to the payees in due time. 

“ J ask your lordships, how all this could be effected, 
all this business nccessaiiiy resulting from the nature of 
the institution, , by making the Bank a permanent depo- 
sitory, until the time of the ultimate application of the 
money. When it conies to the Bank, where is it to go ? 
Undoubtedly, to the coffer of the Paymaster or Sub- 
accountants, or to Messrs. Coutts, 'or any other safe and 
convenient situation ; and if security and commodious* 
ness be regarded, it is immaterial u here it goes. Where - 
ever it is destined to rest, it presen cs its character of 
public money, and is to be directed to the public ser- 
vice. 

Let us attend, my lords, a moment to the nature of 
the establishment. There is a treasurer, who has the 
office bestowed upon him, not to discharge any active 
duties, but who is generally responsible for the conduct 
of the business. He holds a situation in which he is 
enabled to discharge other functions from the leisure af- 
forded him. Thus, there is a Paymaster, such ns Air. 
Latham, and others, respectable from their situation in 
life, and in whom great confidence is reposed. Besides 
this principal officer, there are subordinate clerks, many 
of whom are persons of fortune and consequence.^ But 
will any one say, that in these persons, the inferiors of 
the office, there ought to be a more extensive trust re- 
posed, than in the Treasurer, or Paymaster? 

** Vour Lordships observe, that the course of businej> 
must be interrupted, unless some money is in the hand? 
of tlic officers to be applied to answer the numerous* 
small claims; now, is it to be supposed, that it 
tended by tlic act, to deposit the money in the hands 
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the sub-accountants, to the exclusion of the Paymaster, 

and the Treasurer? Would it not be said, if any loss 
arose, (and in fact a loss did arise in one case) that the 
Treasurer himself was responsible; and yet how could 
this responsibility attach, if the money were to descend to 
the sub-accountants, without passing through the hands 
of the Treasurer and Paymaster, or of the one, and not 
the other? Would it be fit for the Treasurer to say; I 
will pay the money to you subordinate clerks, but not to 
Mr. Trotter; related to some noble families here, and in 
another part of the kingdom ; connected by friendship 
with many gentlemen of fortune, and chosen by myself 
to receive my confidence. My Lords, acts are to be con- 
sidered as flowing from the feelings at the time when 
they were performed, and not in this ease, from the un- 
fortunate situation in which Mr. Trotter how appears. 

<v My Lords, I humbly conceive this is the true mean- 
ing of the law, and it is not proper to distort the true 
meaning by any forced construction. The error, per; 
baps, has arisen from a misapplication of the 2d section, 
which relates to quite a different matter. Payments are 
made at the out-ports, and the party is liable to a differ- 
ent degree of responsibility to that to which the assistants 
in London are exposed. The former have not the money 
until the moment of payment; by the latter the money 
may be received before, and the public convenience re- 
quires it; and when the Treasurer goes out of office, he 
takes credit for what the accountants’ pay in London, and 
in the out-ports for what is the balance. It was neces- 
sary to have a paiticular clause for these oul-ports, as 
they could not be accommodated to the same rule^by 
which the payments in London are made. My Lords, 
when a clause is formed for this particular purpose, is it 
• competent to say, that this regulation, intended for what 
I have explained, is to establish a prohibition with respect 
to foreign matters, and that without directing the mode 
in which it is to be carried into effect. This would be a 
strained construction, and what your Lordships could not 
impose. 

lC There is one point more I shall mention on this part 
of the case. They will ask what is the object of the sta- 
tute f it be not to keep the money in the Bank? I will 
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wake some observations on a statute for the regulation of 
the Treasurer of the Ordnance, which mil assist in shew - 
this statu te { for the direction of the Treasurer of 
Navy, was for a very different purpose.”, 

(The learped counsel here read the first and second 
clauses of that act, aqtl made some further commentary 
upon it, in aid of what had been before stated bv Mr. 
Plomer.) 

N V But it will be said, under my construction from,the 
statute results no benefit j in anstyei to which, I say, that 
the law, as represented by them, would put an embargo 
on the payment of the money. The Treasurer and tbc 
Paymaster have a right to the custody of the money, or 
not; and I contend that either the one or the other is the 
proper custody for it. , The mqltitudc of small payments 
require, that the money should be out of the Ilank, in or- 
der to their discharge; and if out of the Bank, where is 
It tp be, unless with the Treasurer or his Paymaster? Is 
it to be with the inferiors of office, who, from their sta- 
tion in life, are not fit for such a confidential situation r 
There is no particulat safety in the Bank, beyond what 
may be obtained in numerous great private banking esta- 
blishments in this metropolis. " , , 

'* But I was about tp state the uses of this act, and 
they are, in my opinion, of a most impoitant nature. ^ I 
consider it as one of the most valuable acts ot paiha* 
went w hich has originated w ith this noble person. 

“ You have heard, that Lord Melville has taken infi- 
taVc. for live. wmwvwdvwws, vcgulsAvau, of U\v* office. 
Without this, the act, in no important particular, could 
have been complied with; for if the payments had been 
feo'fettered as to make such individual apply at the Bank, 
all these endeavours must have been ineffectual. 'Ih c 
payments to the widows after tbc death of the husband; 
to the child after the loss of the parent; the payment* to 
creditors of various descriptions for smaH amount 13 , 
have been obstructed, if they were to carry then piece of 
paper to the Bank, to present it at njl tiic distinct offices 
before they arrived finally at the place of payment. 

** This act seemed the money in such a nay, o s 
bring it in safety* to a place where it could be applied 
.such purposes;’ but tbc act hid an ulterior object n«j 



has been carried into effect, and that was, to prevent pre- 
mature calls for money. By the forms prescribed) the 
account, of the Treasurer of the Navy, became official, 
and not personal. He was confined to one account at 
the Bank, and could not extend his account so as to blend 
the affair to five or six distinct divisions. 

“ Another design was, to prevent the Ex-Treasurer’s 
from being an existing office, and for this purpose, he 
was to hand over all the money to his successor, and thus 
all the concerns and accounts of the office were referred 
to one set of books, to prevent that irregularity and con- 
fusion, which on the contrary would arise. 

“ It was farther to secure a yearly auditing of the ac- 
counts, by calling upon the Treasurer to make up his 
statements, and to prevent that negligence in this respect 
which has been found to be so serious a grievance. 

These, my Lords, were the grand objects of this 
statute; and they are perfectly consistent with the en- 
lightened views of the noble Lord, and with the intenti- 
ons of the Commissioners of Public Accounts, which are 
the foundation of this arrangement. 

V- 

“ My Lords, I beg your pardon for insisting so much 
at length on this part of the subject, but it is in conse- 
quence of strong impressions on my own mind, impres- 
sions considerably deepened by the statement of niy 
learned friend, and it is of most essential consequence to 
the cause, that this matter should be correctly under- 
stood. I am So decidedly, so perfectly convinced that 
the public have been unwarily mistaken, and that the 
only material question will be in the strict letter of the 
law. When your Lordships have gone along with me in 
this exposition, I trust, that you will not only acquit the 
noble defendant, but that you will consider him deserving 
of the thanks of his country. 

• “ I wish to pursue the subject in the order in which it 
would be most natural to follow it ; but I must here make 
some remarks, suggested by the summing up of the ho- 1 
nourable and learned manager. I know the powers of 
his extraordinary mind, and I know also that he has ap- 
plied all the ingenuity he possesses, in order to give your 
Lordships a wrong impression, but permit- m'e to say, an 
impression opposed to every principle in the.administra- 
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tion ofjustice which-would prevail in this high tribunal • 
as well as in every other court in this enlightened country. 
You lmve heard the observations of my learned friend on 
the depositions of Jlr. Trotter, and'on the testimony.of 
other witnesses ; and it will appear to you extraordinary, 
that this honourable! and learned manager, should repre- 
sent-tbat his case. was, according to his own conception, 
proved. It .might, be supposed after this, that he would 
feel himselfstrong in his cause, aud trust to that evidence ; 
but exercising, my .Lords, a sound discretion, he takes a 
very different course, .and feeling the incfficacy of the tes- 
timony, he abandons it, and states presumptions directly 
contrary to it; or in other words, in this highest court of 
the kingdom, instead of trusting to the facts proved, he, 
endeaveurs to avoid the facts, and to state presumptions 
perfectly distinct and irrelevant to those facts. ■ This, my. 
Lords, .is not' consistent with the course of proceeding in 
general practice; you are to determine on the evidence ; 
but instead of relying on the facts disclosed, they give you 
conjectures. . ! - 

“I. speak from high authority, when I quote from Lord 
Cowper, who tells us, that the wisdom and goodness of 
our laws, appears'in nothing more than in the humanity 
with which they are administered ; of those laws, (says 
he) which are the glory of the country, and the envy of 
its neighbours. I hope, my Lords, that this sentiment 
will be treasured up in your minds, 'mid that you will not 
admit the eloquence and dexterity of the honorable and 
learned manager to breuk in upon the clear meaning and 
boundaries of the evidence. Another subject 1 have like- 
wise implored your Lordships to remember, as n liiost 
important consideration in this case, that the noble de- 
fendant has not a shilling of the public money in his pos- 
session ; that lie paid over the whole, and that the public 
have not suffered a six-pence, either by pecuniary loss, or 
liv any interruption for a moment to the progress of the 
official business. _ 

« The object of these charges is to shear, that laird 
Melville had availed himself of money in his own hands, 
or those of his deputy, for the purposes of private emolu- 
ment. The noble defendant is not. here to be tried tor 
petty delinquency, for an accidental occasional mistake 
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which industry and ingenuity may discover, but he is here 
upon his trial, under a prosecution by the Commons of* 
Great Britain, in the situation of a state criminal, for hav- 
ing systematically and corruptly used the public money 
for. private lucre. Whether it was to gratify avarice, for 
satiating the demands of extravagance, for maintaining 
the state and dignity of his high office, is not now a matter 
for your consideration. The question is, the fact of the 
use, and of the motive for that use ; for nothing is crimi- 
nal but what proceeds from the heart. 

Actio non cst rqus, nisi mens sit rea. 

; “ If I shew that the noble Lord has rejected at a 
stroke 32 , 000 /. which has gone to the coders of the 
state; if I shew, that from an early period of life, when 
toiling in a laborious profession, he rose to the higher 
political dignity to which he ascended ; if I shew, and 
my memory will enable me to do so, that the habits of his 
life were open, liberal and generous ; if all this be true, it 
will require a great deal of proof to convince your Lord- 
ships that he has searched in holes and corners; that he 
ransacked the dead bank note office; that he dealt in, , 
•small purchases of stock ; and that having overdrawn his 
banking account a trifling sum, he took up the public 
money to turn the balance, where no interest was charged. 
It -would be a stretch indeed to arrive at the conclusions 
they draw : it would be a stretch indeed to find his exalted 
mind guilty of corruption, to detect Lord Melville filch- 
ing a miserable pittance from the public monies. What 
-is the amount upon their own calculation? A mere trifle, 
and I can pursue it item by item, and reduce it to no- 
thing ; and placing against it the large surrender he has 
made to the public, in justice, he is yet a considerable 
creditor. I shall not, however, for the purposes of.this 
defence, make any nice calculation of figures, I shall ra- 
ther proceed lower to the subtraction, without which 
the figures are inexplicable. Some particulars, however, 
should not pass unnoticed.” . 

(The learned counsel here proceeded to, examine va~ 
rious items, many, if not all of which, having been before 
observed upon by Mr. Plomer, we shall pass them over 
in. this place.) . ] 

“ I now come to that part of the case, which relates 
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(o Mr. Douglas, the Paymaster, and which refers to the 
first 1 1 easurorship of Loid Melville. This, my Lords 
applies to the fiistitemof 10,000/. ; to the question with 
regard to the Bank notes; and to the money through the 
medium of Slessts. Muir and Atkinson. I will take these 
in the order in w hich I lmrc stated them, excepting, that 
d'ith respect to the first, I shall include in my observa- 
tions 10,000/. said to have been taken up about the year 
1792; and Ido this, because the arguments which relate 
to the one, aie also referable to the other. 

With regard to the first 10,000/. tho-charge is, that 
being a public accountant, he would not disclose how he 
had disposed of this money; the next is, (the implica- 
tion,) that he made use ot it for his own emolument. 
With regard 'to this sum, lie did not williliold the return 
of it to the public. At the time ho made the declaration 
which is aliedged as a distinct crime, he had long, and 
long before, returned the money to the coders of the state. 
Thts seems to me to he very material. Hon the money 
was employed in the intermediate time, it docs not ap- 
pear to me to he iocumbcnton the counsel of Lord Mel- 
ville to explain, and I confess, feeling convinced of this, I 
am not able to understand this part of the charge ; he has 
returned the money, and where is the criminality of not 
disclosing tlie chest, or the individual with whom it might 
be 'deposited. The ttuth is, that the nccusation being 
tv holly unintelligible to incj I can give no answer to it. 
You have licard"of the chest account, and of money given 
to Lord Melv ille under a requisition, but tlm first 10,000/. 
forms no pan of these : this was avowed in the House of 
Commons, and avowed afterwards by Mr. Trotter. 

“ The second 10,000/. is in n different sitiintion. In 
the year 1 706k there was a sum of 1(1,000/. drawn from 
the office, nnd paid to Mr. Pitt. That amount, includes 
ftiis 10,000/. and on the subject of this, you arc desired to 
drau an inference directly opposite to that which would 
be deduced from the long history of the Life of Lord Mel- 
ville. My Lords, in order to nssi't tills charge, the ho- 
nourable managers have recourse to the declaration be- 
fore ibe House "of Common', ‘and it has been stated, that 
the Tibbie defendant before that dignified n*scmbly, bold- 
ly declared, that lie hail taken this money; but that when 
1 ’ : . . * ■ * before 
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before the Commissioners,- instead of making this manly 
acknowledgment, he has sheltered his silence under an 
' excuse not to criminate himself. I intreat your Lord- 
ships to attend to the facts, and not to permit yourselves 
to be misled by the representations of the honourable and 
learned manager. . ! 

. “At the time Lord -Melville was before the Commis- 
sioners of Accounts, the applicaticnof thesum of 40 , 0001 . 
and of the first and second 10,0001. was not disclosed. 
The noble Lo;rd was of opinion, that this should be kept 
a profound secret, and that it would be injurious to. un- 
fold the mystery with respect to any of these. Another 
circumstance must be attended to. . The noble Lord 
had’ not learnt, until long after the. accounts of which 
you Lave heard so much from Messrs. Coutts, were kept 
in a mixed- state, blending the private with the public 
affairs. On learning from Mr. Trotter that. this confu- 
sion had been continued for many years, that bis own 
private account was blended with the public money. 
Lord Melville thought he was in a very, delicate and 
difficult situation, arid that it might be no easy task to 
explain .‘matters to the satisfaction of the Commissioners.- 
When. Lord Melville was asked, * Whether he gave 
permission to the Paymaster to withdraw the money 
from the bank, and lodge it in the hands of a private 
banker, with a view to his deriving any advantage or- 
emolument, •’ he gave a distinct and positive answer: but 
when it was enquired if he himself participated in 'the 
profits; he took shelter under a protecting clause' of an 
important Act of Parliament, 'and why should he not? 

I will confidently say, that there is no person who has 
any regard for his own character, who after such an unex- 
pected fact was communicated to him, would have dealt 
otherwise with the Commissioners than the noble Lord 
did. No other reply could have been given, consistently ' 
with prudence. Then the application of the public mo- 
nies by Mr. Trotter to his own profit was another motive 
for closing hjs lips ; and I say before your Lordships, 
that he exercised a sound, an honorable, a dignified dis- 
cretion ; and that he would neither have been found ho- 
norable nor dignified, if he had.not done so. Your Lord: 
ship knows, that the wisdom of .the legislature intro- 
duced 
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duced tfiis clause, for the -very purpose of affording this 
species of protection. Under this authority ire obtained 
it, and I ask again, why should he not? His regard for 
public duty Jed him to conceal it, and that concealment 
has occasioned his misfortunes, which may therefore be 
attributed to his feeling of public duty. If atthat time Mr.' 
Trotter had been relieved from civil consequences, per- 
haps his Lordship would not have considered such a con- 
cealment necessary. The motives of the noble Lord aro 
clear, his disregard of money is notorious, and with 
such an upright and elevated mind as he possesses, it is 
impossible that any mercenary considerations should have 
dictated his silence. 

“ The channel through w Inch the 40,000/. passed, is 
now known. Supposing the disclosure of this had been 
called for 1 before the death of that illustrious statesman 
whom vie all revere, what would have been the answer 
of that great man? Would he have sacrificed the public 
interests to his own character, and would all this conjcc - 
ture, which the House and learned Manager has applied, 
have been directed to impeach the integrity of the late 
minister? I can easily suppose the sort of reply this ar- 
dent friend of Lord Melville would have made to such 
an enquiry. ‘ You have trusted in me for twenty long 
years, you have believed that I have administered the 
affairs of the country with integrity ; money for secret 
service has been confided to me to an immense amount, 
and this veiy sum which I have taken, which has done 
to the country an cMraordinary benefit, has been re- 
tained to its coffers. The fulness of time may come 
when I may reveal its application, until that period docs 
arrive, I ought to be above suspicion.*. Thus my Lords 
I have placed Mr. Pitt in the pi ccisc situation of the no- 
ble defendant, and I ask if that eminent person umdd on 
such an explanation have been put upon his trial on a 
clnuge of corruption? 

- “ In the year 17ffd, the explanation of tile truth «onM 
have not only involved the destruction of iiuhvhhuK 
but might have been the ruin of the country expired ns 
jt was, to a destructive war, and when the jaws of bulk* 
ruptcy were opening upon us. My Lords, the time ar- 
med when circumstances were altered, and Mr. I *tt 

thought 
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thought it right to reveal the fact It was disclosed, and 
its application has been admitted but the case might 
have been extremely different; and then enquiries might 
have been pressed with the same activity as in the present 
occasion, and yet the safety of the country would have 
required, that the silence of death ought to be preserved. 
The grave itself would not have been more rigid in this 
observance than the late Chancellor of the Exchequer; 
and who would not have presumed his innocence? Dc 
ic fabula 7iarrai.nr. Who was Mr. Pitt? The intimate, 
friend of Lord Melville, adopting the same political 
maxims; a friend in public, and in private, pursuing the 
some object; possessing the same confidence; sittingtoge' 
then in the assembly of the representatives of the people; 
and participating together in the esteem, respect, and sup- 
port of that assembly? What is the difference you are re- 
quired to make with respect to these two characters so 
long united in the same cause? You are not only to 
withhold the same confidence from Lord Melville, but you 
are expected to infer guilt. Lord Melville 'then, with 
Mr. Pitt, had obtained this money for secret services, 
and having so obtained it, restored it; the account was , 
within the assigned balances; no injury whatever was 
suffered by the public, and when the fulness of t me ar- 
rived, the whole was explained. Their individual acts 
were the same, and whatever opinion your Lordships, 
or I may entertain, on the wisdom of these acts, the po- 
licy forms no part of the consideration. These two 
friends enjoyed the public confidence for a term of 
eighteen years, and the inference of corruption from £his 
secrecy of Lord Melville, is most unnatural w’hen the 
whole conduct of his life, when his character so long 
established, is directly opposed to it. It is in short, 
against nature, and supported by nothing in the history 
of the individual. 

“So my Lords, it stands on the very question; but 
we are not left here. _ Your Lordships compose the 
highest criminal court of the kingdom, and on the trial 
of one from amongst yourselves, you are called upon 
to do justice. It is impossible to restore him to his 
former feelings and situation, because it is impossible 
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to present the powerful effect of these proceedings in Mi 
riund. luit, my holds, although you cannot app!\ a 
core to Ins wounded sensibility, you can rc c toie to Imw 
Ins charactci ant! ins honm, and the consciousness oi t is 
own in Uglily mil render the shoit icmaindei oi life 
tolerable. They infer guilt, but are they not to pro\c 
it, me they not bound to give an account of this money, 
while it was absent fiom llic public cotfeis to justily tins 
charge of corruption? Do they suppose, that your 
Lordships mil presume guilt, where there is no evi- 
dence - 

“ But it is said thciemctwo Bank notes, and that 
these notes passed through the hands of Lord Milvilles 
banker, and you are to conclude from this, that Ins lordship 
used the money to lus own profit. Lotus, my Louis, 
consult’!, what is to be diawn fiom this part of the case? 
My learned friend lias told you, that we are as solicitous 
as the honorable managers, to sift every thing to the 
bi an. True it is, that there were two notes passed 
twenty foui years ago, (17821, the one composing a 
part of a sutn of 5000/. the other, a part of tr sum of 
5000/. The one of these 'was paid into the bank of 
Messrs. Drummond, the other into the hands of Messrs. 
Mo fiats, and it is correctly stated, that they were both 
paid to those banking establishments into the account of 
the noble defendant. 1 do not dispute, that the sum of 
6001. was pioduccd from one of these, and the 1000/. 
from another. Now, your Loidships arc colled upon 
to conclude, that because thc c c bank notes, at (lie dis- 
tance of seven, and fifteen clays, being taken by Mr. 
Douglas fiom the Exchequer, and being the identical 
notes icccived fiom thence, that therefore Loid Melville 
must have received the money of the public, and have 
applied it to his own use. Now here is n charge of cor- 
ruption, because Loid Melville receive^ the same hank 
'notes which came fiom the Exchequer. My Lord* I 
Inivc shewn, that in one part of the <••!«■«% the prt •mnption 
was contrary to the evidence; 1 shall non mate it e qually 
clear, that this assertion is walnut thcMitfcilcst evidewi* 
of con option! Is the infuencc either necessary nr 
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tural ? I\ fr. Douglas is dead, Mr. Trolter was not pre- 
sent at the transaction, and we are now removed to the 
distance ol twenty i’oor years. Henry Drummond is 
aKi dead and of all documentary evidence \ie are de- 
pt iv>‘d at this period. The manner in which this part 
o; Lie accusation was pressed upon your Lordships, 
m d*es wh.it I say regarding it appear to me expedient, 
f'nopusin ; this was paid bv a Trustee, and at the dts- 
ta n * of twenty-lour yenr-g any person to whose account 
it (..ip,! i, : ve been paid were to be indicted for' the of- 
fen. os m *'0 chanted. Would it. my Lords, have been 
bo- •h\ in anveo.irt ui the knuidom, that the evidence .should 
trace the note from place to place, and that alter nearly a 
quarter "fa century h.tfhd.ipM’d, this should be cotnideied 
ns presumptive evidence: The law of tin* country, my 
Lords, is a law of humanity ami mercy ; it is the pro- 
tection of the subject, but it would tie the bane of society 


if such doctrines were admitted. 

“ I trust then, my Lords, that when in aid of this de- 
fence, from the remoteness of the transaction, it is con- 
sidered that Lord Melville was at'llml time employed in 
the situations of Lord Advocate of Scotland, of Keep- 
er of the Sit-net, of Treasurer of the Navy : and tiiat he 
was active in his professional duties : when in addition to 
this, it is remembered, that he had an income of eight, 
nine, or ten thousand a year, shall it be. said that for the 
sake of acquiring no.)/, in one ease, and iOOO/. in another 
in order to pay a few bills against him, he was guilty of 
this peculation. What was the motive ? Nearly at that 
time, he made a remittance of three or four thousand 
pounds from his estates, and the only object, would be 
to save a few shillings interest upon the transaction. I 
•declare then, my Lords, that such an inference would be 
contrary to all the humane policy of British law, from 
which your Lordships will deviate in the plenitude of 
your judicial power. Then,. I say, this is calling for 
conclusions, contrary to every experience \\e have of 
our nature, and with whatever energy the subject may be 
pressed on the other side, it will have no weight, in the 
contemplation of your Lordships. 
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Tsow, with respect to the account with Messrs Muir 
and Atkinson A certain sum was deposited in this 
house, and it v as paid from tbenre to Lord Mdi file's 
account. At this time, \ our lordships v\ ill recollect, that 
there was no act of parliament regarding any public de- 
positor) , the monev was therefo c properly and legally 
in Messrs Muir and Atkinson’s hands 2 nd there t» not 
a titt'e ot evidence as to any interest or emolument dtrt- 
^■ed by Lord Melville from it. In addition to this, it is 
in proof, that Messrs. Muir and Atkinson were not only 
trust-worthy, h it m high credit at that time. Thus, my 
Jo^ds, have I acquitted my sell in respect to the first 
branch ot what 1 had to offer. 

<f My lords, you have already heard what was the na- 
ture of the office previous to the act of parliament, and 
the argument of my lerrned friend Mr. Plomcr is so con- 
clusive, that 1 shall say nothing more with respect to the 
incidents of that period I beg, (hat if, in what I saj in 
the sequel for the sake of illustration, I hypothetically 
adopt any fact alledged against Lord Melville, with re- 
gard to his obtaining the smallest advantage from the 
public money, I do not state it Is a concession on my * 
part, but meiely for the purpose of placing die questions 
in every possible poipt of view, that your lordships may 
be completely persuaded of the futility and inanity ot 
the^e charges 

11 I coin* now, my lords, to the time in these transac- 
tions when Mr 1' oitc-r was appointed Paymaster; and 
this ptrtod J acknowledge, I approach with considerable 
apxu tv , yet my solicitude in no degree arises from the 
deficiency of the case of the noble defendant I am sure, 
that whatever nnv be the construction on Mr. 1 rotters 
conduct, with rispttt to these transactions, lie is in his 
general character that per on which Lord Melville has 
described him to be 1 Ime known him long, and J am 
ssvrry he has been exposed to this situation: all J c *' n 
*, j\ is, that if he has done wrong, he has deviated from 
the natural inclinations of Ins own mind, in speaking 
lo the transactions posterior to this d ite, I hr .an nothing 
JHTS nnl Jit I.R Mr Trutlcr H.15 I’ajni utcr, !l C «ilc 
i.’ Oil \Uinity of the Hull: of l.nghwi : af:eri\3Rls 
it Hii rLiiiuiul lu .-i diaUiRC from it, :ind tin* ison"»- 
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portant part In the consideration of the case. It is ma- 
terial that your Lordships should see, that the permission 
of the noble defendant to the carrying on of the business 
at Messrs Coutts’s, applied to the assigned balances. It 
was not by this permission intended, that Mr. Trotter 
should take the money, whether assigned or not, or that 
when so obtained, he should discount private bills, pur- 
chase Exchequer bills, or the national funds with it. ' It 
was Lord Melville’s design, and I shall prove it upon the 
evidence, to have the monies faithfully administered as 
he thought they had been, down .to the time when he 
was surprised by the discourse made to him by Mr. 
Trotter. 

tf ‘ Lord Melville is blamed fortrusting Mr. Trotter. I 
would enquire, who would not have trusted Mr. Trotter? 
All the vast intercourse with man which seems to con- 
nect in bonds of relation the extremities of the earth, is 
founded on confidence; if man be not to be trusted, hu- 
man affairs cannot go on. Mr. Trotter was well recom- 
mended to his lordship; he was a responsible person, 
with rich connections in the banking line, and he had 
been long acquainted with the nature of the duty, which 
he was called by Lord Melville to undertake; but the 
leading inducement in the defendant's mind was the ex- 
cellent plan of reform Mr. Trotter had proposed; and 
this, my lord's, is another most important feature in the 
Case. 

“ Your lordships will recollect, that the scheme of 
making use of the public money for private purposes 
had been commenced by Mr Trotter prior to the remo- 
val of the account to Messrs. Coutts. Noyv, I would 
ask the managers, and your Lordships, and the country, 

. how those who conduct the prosecution are to set aside 
the evidence of Mr. Trotter; and if they, cannot, the 
trial is concluded, and Lord Melville’s innocence is com- 
pletely established. Mr. Trotter they have characterised 
a-, an honest man, who has given to your lordships bis 
history, whose interest on this occasion, if truth vvere not 
always his interest, is against Lord Melville, so that in 
appreciating his evidence, your lordships will never forget 
r the singular situation in which he stands. Now, what 
does Mr. Trotter say respecting the concession of Lord 

Melville 
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3Ie] villain rcgaid to the removal ofthc account from the 
Bank to Measis Co»tts’ ? He & iys the rca c on was, tint 
it notild add more f tuhty to the conduct of the business 
of the office in the multitude of small payments to be 
made, than if 'the money were to be deposited according 
to the constitution oi the office, in an iron chest, and that 
the vauous parties rcceiungsni'ill payments would be Jc-s 
liable to be imposed upon, than if they weic eich to re- 
ceive drafts for such small sums upon the Bank, at such 
a distance fiom the office aftei its icmoval to bomerset 
Place. 

The perfect security of the money u as also represented 
to Loid Mdvilte by Mi T i otlei, and thus, the nutter 
was established at Messrs Courts’, as on ofhcial conveni- 
ence. Observe, my Boids, that thtconvcision of money 
to private emolument is not a necessary adjunct to the 
removal of the account, and thc^ame [uo/hs uould have 
been made if n had continued at the Hank. 

“ Ilut "hat pissed on this subject before the Commis- 
sioners 3 Lord Melville, upon being asked uhether lie 
gave permission to the Poymastci to withdraw the money 
Jrom the Bank, and Iodide it in the hands of a pm ate 
banker, with a view to Ins doming anv advantage, or 
emolument therefrom, answers, “ It it is meant to ask 
me whether I ever gave any duect authority to the Pay- 
master to use thembney in the mannci above mentioned, 
I should certainly answer, Ko ’ 

“ How has Mr. Tiottei spoken of it before your 
Lordships 3 

“ I will read it from the minutes of the evidence. 

Q You stated that permission *« granted b\ laird Mtlr He, to draw 
money from the Jjiuh of I nglund to Coutts 1 hank, I wJutlur tleorilr 
rc«*von represented bv sou to laird Mdwll for that icca*ur , was Vot <o 
facilitate the v r iicial convemuic? , 

j\ Ttitirclj mi, t dwass stated so, the convenience that would aruc and 
the great sccnntv of the moncs 

Q State, if sod fin recolh tf, how sou rcprevnttd that it would f <» 
lih-te the convcniv i ce of tf e off ce, that t! it transit r should take pta * * ^ 

<1 / n prr vi *111 <) the lucanem ntctlnt would attend ti"j3Ynn M 
from the di tancc of the Dank, and propond to Ins It rddnp, that a hai krr 
maxtrshoidd h-allowct tokeip U< mo-iy m hi* hand,, till 1 f on l 
ntce-^arj to is<m it to thesu|»-»cci untant* 

Q Didjcutuu also to Lord Mchdk, in what manner t e ro 
would he made h core f . n « 

A l repres nte l to him the cl^n^er of sendtns in draft* to t * * { 

c*erv dtv t»\ mrw n"<-rs » f o were obliged tJ li'inj ou* th - 1 
th sut m cash, to mj pi v the da dr pas rocatu 
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cs Afterwards, it was asked, ' c was there the least men- s 
tion to Lord Melville, a't the time application was made 1 
for his permission to make the change you have staled, of 
private emolument to be derived to any body from it?’ 

To which Mr. Trotter answers, ‘ None Whatever ; it was 
never in Lord Melville's tontemplalion, and I do not 
remember that it was in my on n at that time. 

“ But, my lords, without reciting to you the evidence 
at length, 1 refer to your own minutes, and I say, that 
instead of Mr. Trotter having asserted that Lord Mel- 
ville made a corrupt use, or any use to his own know- 
ledge of the public money, he declared on his oath, that 
Lord Melville knew nothing of anv such transaction. 

“ I say then, that here is a body of evidence, complete 
in every part of it, given by a person against his own in- 
terest, against hi$ on n character and honour; the evi- 
dence of a witness produced by the prosecutors, on whom 
they have relied indeed for establishment of their charges, 
bht who has refuted every one of them, with which he had 
any connection from the time he became Paymaster. I say • 
then, my Lords, that when official convenience is the ob- 
ject, without official risk, is it likely, .is it possible, tha i 
under the circumstances Lord Melville could have in 
contemplation at the time of the transfer of the account, 
this frivolous employment oBthe public money which has 
been attributed to him. It seems to me so plain and 
clear, that no argument can make it stronger; it stands 
iny Lords, upon the simple fact by a witness, who through 
the whole of his testimony, has given a distinct, intelli- 
gible and honest .account, whatever his conduct in other 
respects may have been. 

“ But now we come to that part of the subject which 
respects the money made by Trotter to a great extent, 
the large balances he had at first in his hands, and which 
were so considerably increased in the subsequent part of 
his pay mastership. Your lordships will not take the-fact 
as you would have received it after the experience 
had of Mr. Trotter; hut for this purpose, you will ima- 
gine him to be, what Lord Melville supposed him, -a man 
of integrity, of respectable connections, and meriting the 
highest confidence. It was necessary, in Lord Mehilles 
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situation, that he should place this confidence, and he 
seemed to have eveiy reason to conhim his opinion of 
Mr\ Tiotte is fidelity, the public weienevci defined an 
instant in the satisfaction of their demands, and no com- 
plaint was made of neglect or irregularity With iccpcct 
to Mr 7 rotters fortune , on the evidence it appeared, 
that his acquisitions were not merely the salary of his 
office; such a conclusion would not only have been un- 
necessary but erroneous for Mr Ti otter had fa m?h con- 
nections from which lie derived no inconsiderable pio- 
poity If Loid Alelv life borrowed money of him it was 
because he himself had no connections to enable him to 
raise money, he was engiged in great ofTnrs and from 
that station, ns well as business, was not likely to have 
any intei course with people of that description on the 
contiaiy, j\fi Trottei s relations and connections were 
very much of that kind, and it was pcifculy nttura! of 
Lord Melville to^opply for occasional assistance in pecu- 
niary affairs to a gentleman m his own office so circum- 
stanced 

u Rut was Loid Melville the only person who placed 
confidence in Mr Trotter ? Lord Harrow by held the 
office of Treasurer of the Navy in the year 1800, and 
Mr Charles Bragge Bathurst in 1802, and Mr. 1 rotter 
was Paymaster to both these Treasures 

Docs it appear on the evidence, before the Commis- 
sioners of Naval Enquiry, as well as nil the subsequent 
testimony you have heard heic. Unit Lord Melville did 
learn, from any fact within his own knowledge, that 
Mi Trotter made any profit of the public money I 
will read fiom the examination of Mr. '1 rotter. 

Q You ba\ c boon asked as to vour own use of Ihe public money re- 
molt'd front (tie bank of Messrs j on art understood lo*mr tbit 

you*made itseof jt in point of fact for sour own benefit 
A } certainly mid* u»t of that part »fa cb 1 found was not lilflv to be 
claimed for my own bind t 

Q In wbat mode si as tliat made u«c of? < 

A. Ocncrath by hmltng >1 at iiiliml , at finjr* 1) JaTcifj , *g *t »** 
Exchequer or fs as) Bills or* tl tr gourntneni securities 
M as tha* to a ver) considerable amount? 

A 4t was , » 

Q Wert the wholt pro r t and rmoluirenl deriml fmm tbit r*r- * 
JiTin" out (lie money wind mu base described cat rrW sect © an 
A 1 ntirch 
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Q. Was any intimation or knowledge ever comm imitated to Loid Mel- 
ville of the public money having been so used? 

A. I never made any such communication to Lord Melville. 

Q. Did any one circumstance happen during the period of Lord Mel- 
ville’s executing this office, that should have called his attention from 
any interruption the public service received during any pail of the 
period, owing to the use that was making of the public mono) ? 

A. I never heard of any. 

“ Wlmt did the honourable manager say, when he ap- 
peared as a witness? lie was asked, ‘ Did not the noble 
defendant, at the same time, accompany it with a positive 
declaration, that he. had not converted any part of it to 
his own- profit or emolument ? — I believe he did. 

(i Have you the least doubt that he did so ? — As to the 
'express terms, I do not remember them, these that I 
•liave spoken to are the words that made great impression 
upon me, and which I shall never forget; the import of 
the other parts of his' speech certainly was, that he had 
not applied it to any private advantage or emolument. 

“ In substance it was to that ellccl; — I have said so. 

“ That the honourable manager has no doubt it was ? 
,• — I have said so. ' 

“ This account given by the honourable manager ex- 
actly coincides with the depositions of his lordship before 
the Commissioners I have named. Lord Melville says, as 
we collect from the mouth of the honourable manager, 
that he had not converted any part of the money to his 
own profit or emolument; and this is a direct contradic- 
tion to all that has been alledged about any corrupt use 
by Lord Melville of the public monies in the form of 
loans, India stock, reduced annuities, or any other shape 
whatever. The account also from the honourable ma- 
nager is conformable with the testimony given by Mr. 
Trotter. 

“ The honourable manager is disposed to admit one 
part of Lord Melville’s testimony where he makes any 
concession at all tending to the construction he is desi- 
rous to maintain, but he wili not take the whole. This 
is not the mode in which testimony ought to be received. 
Yet I do not admit that there is any such tendency; I 
contend that there is not an iota of evidence in support 
• of any such charges, and that Mr. Trotter, in the ra- 
tional and consistent evidence he has given, has shewn 

2 it the 
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thfe direct contrary, and that alt proof in the case, writ- 
ten or parole, goes in the same diiection. What is this > 
It is an absolute negative to the allegation that the noble 
defendant employed any money for his own gain; and 
this is consistent with what Lord Melville declared in 
November, 1 804, and in the subsequent year, which 
the honourable manager states from his memory. I nil] 
yenture to say, that according to all the probabilities fa- 
miliar in human affairs, from a, calm, temperate review 
of the whole, no inference can be drawn different from 
that I have stated. 

“ Sir William Forbes told your lordships, that it was 
the practice in Scotland, for bankers to allow' three per 
cent interest on a running account ; and four per cent 
if any particular sum ot money should remain undis- 
turbed six months. When Lord Melville said, speaking 
of the profit derived by the Paymaster, 4 1 have no hesi- 
tation in saying, that 'I believed and understood he did 
(use the money) and never prohibited him from doing 
so,* his natural to suppose that Lord Melville, unac- 
quainted, with the peculiarities of banking-accounts in 
this country, presumed, that some such allowance as this 
three or four percent was made to'bis Paymaster by 
Messrs. Coutts. I knowvciy well, that Messrs.' (Joints 
do not pay interest on any floating accounts of their cus- 
tomers ; and I am aware also, that no banker of credit 
in London would make any such allowance, but it is ex- 
tremely likely that Lord Melville should be unacquainted 
with these practices in tins country, so different from 
tbo*>c prevalent in his ov. n. , 

“ Mr. Trotter says, that from the distance of tho 
Bank, after the removal of the establishment to Somerset 
Place, he could not get the money front thence with 
safety, and therefore proposed to Lord Melv die to let 
him send to Mcasrs. Coutts the assigned balances for 
which he had a right to draw*. Thus far, at least, flic 
account was with Mr. Trotter according to the cour«e of 
office: Messrs. Coutts are his private bankers ; he em- 
ploys them as the agents or clerk*, ond a distinction »s 
attempted to be shewn here where there is no difference* 
The change of place docs not niter the thing; windier, 
after it underwent the change, it was misapplied, » n°t 
o me 
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the question before your lordships on this part of the 
case. 

“ My lords, I have now stated on the evidence, thut 
the money was so removed from the Bank, that Lord 
Melville knew nothing of the profit acquired by Mr. 
Trotter. When he was made acquainted with it in June, 
1$04, it occasioned in him some surprize and embarrass- 
ment, and was the c&use of the answer he gave to the 
Commissioners of Naval Enquiry soon after. I have also 
shewn, that Lord Melville was fully justified in declin- 
ing to make any reply, and that every honest man ought 
to have done the same. 

'• Then, and not till then, his lordship heard that Mr. 
Trotter's private and public accounts were blended toge- 
ther, and the cause of his astonishment was, the disco- 
very that the account was not kept officially as it ought 
to have been ; and, my lords, how could he think other- 
wise, since, in the course of sixteen years; one hundred 
and sixty-five millions of money had passed through the 
office, and there had not been a single impediment as 
to the payments, from the highest amount down to a six- 
pence ; not one widow or orphan sent away without the 
reward due to the memory- and to the services of the 
brave martyrs to the defence and glory of their country. 

“ Will it now be said, that Lord Melville, of a gene- 
rous, unsuspecting temper, ought to have enquired, or 
could be expected to have enquired farther respecting 
Mr. Trotter. There was no official neglect, the proceed- 
ings went on without the smallest interruption, and the 
conclusion was natural, if not unavoidable, that all was 
right. 

“ Then your lordships have it on the evidence of Mr. 
Trotter, that he was always attentive to public matters, 
although regardless of his private concerns. In the for- 
mer, from the benignity of Ins mind, he was peculiarly 
interested in what conduced to the happiness of persons 
in the lower situations of life, whose numerous privations 
and hardships demand that they should receive all pos- 
sible comfort and assistance from a national institution. 
There, my lords, you always find him anxious and vigi- 
lant, and from the time ‘of Mr. Grenville to the present' 
moment, a better subject of' the state has not occupied 
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the office of Trcasurei of the Navy. Such was his *oli- 
citude foi those who gallantly defended their country ; 
ond it is owing to the solace and piotection they and 
then families have received, that the country is now in a 
condition of order and security, instead ofa state of chaos 
and rum, m which I could not lift up my voice, the advo- 
cate of innocence and truth, in tins august a«vscmblv 
My lords we me to be told, that the love of money h 
the ci ime of such a man 

** It would have put a different character on tins en- 
tjuiry if hoid Melville had known, before the time I 
have policed, of the mixed and inegular accounts of 
Mr 'Jrottei It might then have been a question in his 
mind, by whom the money was to be paid in the event 
of any loss, and his attention must have been drawn to 
the subject 

“ My lords, the testimony of Mr. Trotter, as to tins par- 
ticular, no part of the re-cxaimnution lias shaken Vou 
have licai d him declare that Lord Melville knew notlungof 
the mixed account, and that lie was wholly unacquainted 
with it until Tune, 180-f, appears upon the evidence 

“ Now, withiegard to the first Trcasurershrp, I think 
all the difficulty is removed, and I Inve said, wlnt really 
seems unnccc^siry before your lordships (well instructed 
in the public duty you undertake), tint presumption with- 
out proof v ill not support thc*c th irgc* ^ You Inve 
seen, tint the i egul itions proposed by Mr 1 rotter with/ 
regai d to the transfer of the account to Mc«sp* Loutt% 
was a mere official nir&Pgemcnt ot convenience, but lint 
the knowledge of nn\ profit being connected with this 
nnanccincnt, or of Mi Jioltci luting mode any emolu- 
ment from it. 01 ot tilt blending and confusing the pub- 
lic and private accounts, of thc*c things m\ loul jt 
appeals distinctly tic iron tilt evidence, that Lord Mel- 
ville was utterly ignorant 

Having spoken thus generally on various circum- 
stances connected with these eh ir »/*>>, I will now «qnak 
to some piiticuhr items of account. Your lortMiq ' 
will recollect, that I line already adverted to the two 
sums of 1000/ each, but, with ucard to the 1 OfXW 
I liave omitted to that tlicie is no evidence *‘iit 
this sum w as draw n from the Haul . It counted of 
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signed money lodged at Messrs. Coutts’, and it was 
assigned for naval purposes, and to naval purposes it had 
been applied, having been restored by Lord Melville for 
that purpose. It is impossible, my Lords, with any ap- 
pearance of justice, to draw the inference, that Lord Mel- 
ville employed this sum to his own profit: such a conclu- 
sion might have been indiscreetly applied to the 40,000/. 
before the discovery of the direction given to it: and 
your Lordships are now informed, that it was exclusively, 
and beneficially devoted to public purposes. 

“ I come now to state shortly the facts respecting flic 
4,000/. which have been adduced to shew a corrupt 
intention. Lord Melville borrowed 4000/. upon bond; 
anti it is alledged that Mr. Trotter lent it him without in- 
teresL It is singular that such a trifling circumstance 
should be brought in support of these charges. There is 
•nothing in the evidence to shew any corrupt intention 
with regard to this sum. The question here, my Lords, 
is not on the principal, for that has been returned, but on 
the interest, which they say lias not been paid. Whether 
It was, or was not paid, tin's I know, that a man who 
wished to aggrandize himself by the acquisition of money, 
and possessing the large means of obtaining it Lord Mel- 
ville's situation afforded, does not look lo .these small 
contemptible discount profits, especially, a man of the ex- 
alted rank of the noble defendant. 

“ After Lord Melville came into office, Mr. Douglas 
died; and there is a receipt produced of his Lordship for 
the old fees for upwards of 4,000/. It is said, that the 
Exchequer fees have always been considered Paymaster’s 
money, and that it was to be held by him for his own 
profit. Then Lord Melville receives this amount from 
the executor of Mr. Douglas, and he gives it to Mr. 
Trotter ; but Lord Melville need not have given it to Mr; 
Trotter. Is this supposition of the honourable manager 
respecting the interest, at all consistent with Lord Mel- 
ville's integrity in that transaction ? 

‘‘ Bui, my Lords, let us look to the evidence. (The 
learned counsel here read the evidence as follows: see 
page 167 * and IbS*. _ ; 

Q. Was any security given for.those (specific)-sums ? • 

A. II is Lordship granted yie,a bond and security, for 4,0007. which I 
advanced him in or about that year ( 1 7 S G . ) 


Q. From 
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‘ „ Q , n °“ w!,1 ‘ mm ra«w7, or those sums compo-in? ft. 

4,000/ , aihanced* r a 

.. '*• 1 was enabled lo advance that mm of monci lo Ms Lord lopfrom 
tlw fund which 1 base ahead) explained, hssr.g the eontrotil of that 
■Uhich wasputmlo mj handsfor the pa) men! of ftschcglier feet and at 
J had money upon two different treasurershps which would not probably 
he called for, but had always been allowed to remain in the pa\ mvtiT*a 
hands for the trouble of making up the Evchequcr accounts; 1 fcntw that 
money wbuld not be called for til! 1 should leave the ofice, or the accot pu 
ihould be audited, and fum that account l adv-nccd his J.ordsh)p4,0C3/* 

Q Did that sum of 4,000/. ads anced by y ou, be3r Interest 1 

A. I charged no interest to hi3 Lord»hip for that sun 

Q Did the bond bear upon the face of it, that it vas with interest or 
■without > 

A It did not bear upon the face of it that no interest was to be paid, 
but no interest w4s expressed to be paid 

0. Was interest expressed to be paid on the fjee of the bond ? 

A It was not. 

Q. Why did you advance a sum of moroy to Lord Melville wiihcut in- 
terest) 

{ A. I did pot feel myself entitled to charge interest to his Lordship for 
money which had beui'put into my bands under the situation I ha»e de- 
scribed. 

Q' Did you mention the reason to Lord MeJulJe why you did not 
charge in f crest) 

, A. f did not ;’nor did I press it upon h)s Lord ship's attention jo much « 
tohnow whethei he eier knew that it did bear interest or not 

“ How can a corrupt intention be supported on such 
evidence ; and such Mas his Lordship's negligent-!; in bis 
own concerns, that he docs not seem (o know if intciest 
n ere charged or not 

“ Then Mr. Trotter is represented in poor circum- 
stances. and to be not able to lend money to Lord Mel- 
ville from V\is owtt fentune and vesouvccs. is it reason- 
able to say, that the Paymaster of the Nmy, in the situa- 
tion, and with the connexions of Mr. Ti otter, could not 
raise HOOOl. on the credit of a bond of Lord Melville? 
But whether lie could, or could not, the bond was soon 
aftehvards paid off and cancelled ; and up to this time at 
least, nothing has pa-sed, to shew a coirnpt aw-, or 
a corrupt connivance at such use of the public inonty; ami 
this brings me up to the jc.irs I7S7 ami 1788, "hcn«e 
hear of remittances from Scotland, am! upon tins pirt of 
the evidence, 1 cornual, that it is perfectly clear th it con- 
siderable sums of money were received on his Lordships 
account from the country, and Hint such remittances »« 
easily account both for investments in the public fum'J 
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and the application of money elsewhere, on account of- 
his Lordship, without its being at all necessary to' con- 
clude, that the monies so directed were extracted from 
the public purse. 

“Thus, uiv Lotos, I trust we have disposed of every 
part of the ease down to the dates I have recently noticed; 
and now I shall proceed to u very essential circumstance, 
in commentin'!; on which I shall endeavour not to repeat 
a word, or, it' possible, not to retrace a sentiment which 
has been expressed on this part of the subject, but I shall 
state what occurs to me, as being highly important. £ 
shall shew that the inference of the honourable Managers 
is in direct contradiction to their own evidence, and that 
your Lordships must either consider their testimony or 
their inference as nugatory. It is not the course in 
this country to admit inferential reasoning to prevail over 
positive evidence. I shall satisfy your Lordships yet far- 
ther. that on any principles of common sense and human 
probability, even their own inferences which they thus 
set up against their testimony, are erroneous. My Lords, 
this is not like a question of a civil right; you will noton 
this occasion suppose u knowledge in the party which he 
did not possess; the presumption is always, not in favour 
of guilt, but of innocence. 

“ When the honourable and learned manager spoke of 
Lord Melville, he introduced him to you as a person of 
great ardour of mind, long practised in political life, in- 
structed in the erudition of the bar, educated in every 
thins: that could enlighten the understanding ; and to all 

n * ~ ^ t j 

this he adds, that the noble Defendant was endowed with 
a correct knowledge of the heart of man. My Lords, , 
what was the purpose of this eulogy ? Was it to excite 
your veneration for the noble Defendant? "Was it to shew 
that He was incapable of the meanness of avarice ? No, 
my Lords, it was w.ith no such design; it was to produce 
the fine effect of contrast, and to persuade you, that his 
luminous intellect could not be so imposed upon by the 
idle story of Mr. Trotter, and that Lord Melville was 
perfectly informed all along of the employment of the 
public money for his use 'in India stock, in the national 
funds, or any other form of investment. Now the mouth 
of the witness is opened, your Lordships have a full op- 
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'portunity of examining the truth of the case; and I would 
willingly here take iny stand, and say fo the honourable 
managers, from lienee you cannot lemovc me. 1 I am 
confident your Loidships w ill find, when the matter conns 
to be investigated, that the truth' is, that Lord Melville 
"as ignorant on the mattersnelating to his accounts, on- 
,til after the examination /bcfoic the Conimissioncrs of 
•Nava] Entjuny. , 

■“ Mr. Trotter has told your Lordships, that thcrcvverc 
balances in his hands, -which might long before havchcen 
used in the pui chase of stock, lion then "as Lord Mcl- 
,ville to suppose that he nas applying the public money to 
lus, Lordship's use, 'or that for such a purpose, anv dh- 
tml toguldtion nas disregarded 5 disregarded by Mr. 
Trotter, "ho for four yfcars had discharged all the duties 
of the office, 'during "Inch time, not the smallest impe- 
diment had prevented the progress of the machine f To 
infei, undei these circumstances, that Lord .Mclnllc is 
guilty, is a \iolntion of the common principles of reason- 
ing, obi ions and palpable. , ■ 

, “ I haitt non to state to' your Lordships, v lint 13 the. 
real view of the case, with respect, to the purchase of the 
East India stock: Montague Lmdis the apparent miner; 
it ups transferred to lnm after a cerium time, and tlic 
evidence "illi respect to it, thus appeals on the minutes. 
It is first asked. Did you give directions 111 or about the 
year 1789 or 1790, fui the purchase ot another sotn of 
Last India stock, for the benefit ofLoid Melville - To 
this Mr. Tiottei lcplied, I pave directions in the year 
1789 for the purchase of a sum' of Lust India slock for 
Lord Melville's benefit. Then follows a conversition be- 
tween the witness and Lord Melville, to which 1 wall ad- 
vert presently. Next conic the subsequent particulars: 

Q Did Lord Mtlnlle nevvr enquire llic 1 amc of t’m I ndrr of :' r 
mone) ’ , 

A 1 do not recollect lint 1m Lorildiip ever did I Ind v'vl-il n '"to 
posilh c terms iftat .Mr, land could (hit, that l n'-uc f n>nd ti rrcr>*y/ 
lonuiUion the circum»lanct* a^ain to I-ortl Mtlwllc*. I ht 
grantid that he had thought I hail eotjclcd d thr trat. actj rt lu tfr * Jp 
that I luppcxcd it could h' cTrcti d , 

Q. Dtd 3 oj irrntion Mr I jrd‘* nine to d Mel* I e at t *»H r * 

A. I did . f ,M 

Q \\ rrc the divld- d* upoT tl -• ‘t kI can fHilifnr * * J * 
JIclMliC. acco int I 
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A. They were. 

Q. Did you direct any transfer to be made to Lord 'Melville of any part 
of that stock at any time previous to the year 1800 ? 

A. I have no recollection of that circumstance. It was mentioned to 
ftie yesterday, but I do not recollect it. 

Q. What was the amount of the sum originally expended in the pur- 
chase of this stock ? 

A. I have stated it in another place, and I have no reason to alter my 
opinion now from my recollection that it was 23,p00l. 

Q. Did the debt for the purchase of that stock continue to that amount 
until the stock was replaced, or repaid for ? 

A. It did r>ot. 

Q. In what manner, and to what amount was it diminished ? 

‘A. It was diminished by payments from his Lordship tome, to the 
sum of 20,0001. upon which his Lordship continued to pay interest to me 
until the final settlement of our accounts. 

“Thus it stands upon the evidence. In 1791 the stock 
was in the name of Montague Lind. A conversation 
arose regarding India funds, which was a favourite sub- 
ject with Lord Melville, as India affairs in general were a 1 
topic to which he was partial in parliament. Ml*. Trotter 
observed to his Lordship, that if he were impressed with 
so good an opinion of that stock, he ought to invest a sum 
of money in it. Then the India stock was bought in the 
manner and under the circumstances which appear in the 
evidence, and the honourable and learned manager con- 
tends, that this money could not be got from any money- 
lender in the market, without some better security than 
the stock itself. 

“ Your Lordships will observe the nature of the trans- 
action; 13 , 500 /. or 14 , 500 /. it is not material which was 
to be bought. The purchases were to be progressively 
made, and the money was ostensibly to be advanced by 
Montague Lind ; but in point of fact, the money was sup- 
plied by Mr. Trotter. Subsequently 3000 /. was paid off 
from this fund; the whole purchase money was 23 , 000 /. 
and it was a rising stock. By the payment just noticed, the 
result was, that the security of the stock, was for more 
than the money advanced, and Lord Melville was him- 
self personally bound to answer to any loss. Observe, 
that this was in a time of profound peace, when Lord 
Melville was in the zenith of his power. Money at that 
time was lent at four, and four and a half per cent, and 
no monied man would have refused lending his money on 
competent security at 5 per cent. Lord Melville knew 
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what was his own high station, and he knew the condition 
of the money market. Was it then unnatural for him to 
expect that the money could be procured at a liberal inte- 
rest and on such security? Was there any thing impro- 
bable in the thing itself, that a man possessed of money, 
with the animus lucrandt, should make the loan on such 
security ? It seems to my mind, that there is nothing 
strange or unaccountable in such a transaction. Had ha 
Lordship knowingly taken the sum for. this purpose from 
the public money, all that the honourable and learned 
manager has contended p ould have been feasible: hut 

there ap • • •• . . 

side a d< , , ■ ■ ■ 

ver befc ■ '■ ’ 1 . t 

He was '• ■ ■ f 

Controu , ■ “ 

distinguished Member of Parliament. Was it then an act 
of imprudence to trust the money in such hands, and with 
such security ? This was not a purchase to sell again im- 
mediately and fluctuate in the market, it w as a transaction 
that Lord Melville thought eligible, and from his view of 
public affairs ho intended to hold it ns a permanent stock, 
as he would an estate, if he thought the value of land n as 
likely to improve. If he bad purchased an estate with 
the appearance of profit, would it not have been thought 
that his Lordship had as good a right to do so as any per- 
son in the kingdom r and I contend that he was not to he 
excluded from the funds any more than lie was from spe- 
culating in land, buildings, or any thing else. Nay, tar- 
. . " ' ' -per for him to purchase 

: ho did, of Picsidcnt of 

the Board of Controul. ile thereby shewed to the pub- 
lic bis opinion of the affairs of India; of the confidence bo 
placed in that icmotc government upon which the pros- 
perity of the country so essentially depended. _ I saj, my 
Lord, if with this view he had made the purchase he 
would have done right, but it was not done until sixteen 
years after the ncgociation of the business, that he rms 
made acquainted with the particulars of it, 

“ Is it, my Lords, now possible to say, with this sem- 
blance of reason and justice, that because Mr. Trotter 
performed this act, Lord Melville was culpable.^™. 



Trotter took the money from the public money without . 
the knowledge of Lord Melville ; he applied it in the pur- 
chase of this Stock, and the effect with respect to Mr. 
Trotter was this, that he' obtained 5 per cent from Lord 
Melville or the public money for his own advantage, 
when he could not have procured such a rate of interest 
elsewhere. The motive of Air. Trotter is quite plain, 
it was the most beneficial way in which he could invest 
the money under his controul. Your Lordships distinct- 
ly perceive, that there was but one interview between 
Lord Melville and Mr. Trotter upon this subject, and that 
this Was the first and last time he opened his lips regarding 
if;, or upon any other subject connected with the appli- 
cation of money for the use of Lord Melville. I will re- 
cite what passed in the interview to which I have just al- 
luded, from the evidence, with chichi shall conclude 
what I have to offer on that part of the case. 

“ Mr. Trotter was asked, if he was able from memory 
to state what passed between Lord Melville and himself 
O'h that subject r To that question he answers in the fol- 
lowing terms. 

“ I will state the transaction as far as my memory will 
Carry me. It was in consequence of a conversation I 
had with his Lordship in which he stated his opinion of 
the value of East India stock from the probable rise 
that 'would intimately take place in it; and I observed to 
his Lordship that if he was impressed with so good an opi- 
nion of that Stock, that I thought in consideration of his 
own interest, he ought to' invest a sum of money in it. 

I had mentioned to his Lordship that there werC con&ide- 
able balances lying at all times in my hands, that were 
not called for, and in all probability would not be called 
for, from circumstances which -perhaps I need not l'elate 
at this time. But it was money lying unclaimed in my 
hands, which it would not he necessary to advance to the 
public until they Were claimed, and there was no prospect 
of that claim taking place soon; and I advised his Lord- 
ship to give me leave to lay out so much of that money as 
would buy about thirteen or fourteen thousand pounds of 
East India stock, but this his Lordship refused, in the 
most pointed and decided manner, insomuch that I was 
afraid I had incurred his Lordship's displeasure by pro- 
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Losing it. -Bat it'cnmeiinto my min'd at the same mo- 
ment,, that it, would be: possible to borrow -a sum if mo* 
ney upon the security, of that.stock. and I proposed to bis 
lordship that I should endeavour ; to do so, and that I 
should bxpend. that. money iothcmurchaseofEnSt.India 
stool;. . To this his Lomlaliip readily assented. I men- 
tioned that I then lived with.a’relation of my own, who 
'.was, a man'of, great importance in the city, ; and that lie- 
Would -be enabled to.raise this sum of-money for me. 
In short I madc.it an easy matter to' his Lordship. But 
'.when 1 applied to Mr. Lied, ihe'gentlcman to.whoml al- 
luded, J found .that I was mistaken, and that- it was 
riot an easy matter to raise money ;, upon that security : 
•hut I has unwilling to disappoint hisLordship in' what I 
had so' shiiguinely told him I could effedt, and-I never ac- 
quainted 'his Lordship with-the difficulty that hiid arisen, 
but assisted Mr.- Lind by advancing from the public mo- 
ney of which I' bad the ■ management .- ti I never had 
occasion afterwards to mention the circumstance to 
my Lord Melville. until : .April , in, the last year,, .and he 
was perfectly 'Unacquainted with my having made use 
of the public money in that- transaction,; -and I charged 
his Lordship a regular interest for : the pvliqlo, of. the 
money which I advanced, until tlie final settlement of our' 
accounts.” ■' .• :• ~ • 

“ I shall now, my- Lords, solicit your, attention to the 
state of the balances.*. Your Lordships observe that in 
1 78 8, when there was a rupture with Spain, they rose con- 
siderably. They were then" reduced during five long 
years, until 1793,. when there was a 'profound, peace, 
and again, when the war breaks out, Mr. Trotter in- 
creases his own balances, and -hence .-arises , the .aug- 
mentation in the account Between this time and that 
of the negociation of the loyalty loan, it docs not. sec-m to 
me that there is the least evidence which lias any tendency 
to 'fix. a corrupt intention upon the noble Defendant 
Eight years elapsed before there occurred any' thing to 
which it iras.pbssible to attach any pretence 1 of testimony 
to corruption in Lord Melville. : 

“ Having proceeded thus fur onward, - your Lordships 

* Sec the Appendix C. 
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arrive at the transaction' respecting the loyalty loan. This 
loan, your .Lordships know, was a contribution patro- 
nized by all persons of power and fortune; and it was 
perfectly understood, a matter of general notoriety in- 
deed, that the object of it was, to promote the public 
prosperity, and not the private advantage of the sub- 
scribers. Under these circumstances, it was not at all 
surprising that a person in the situation of Lord Mel- 
ville should contribute 10,000/. : a late illustrious states- 
man also subscribed, and it has been seen that it was 
impossible he should pay the money, nor was it expected 
that he should. It appears then, that this, at least, was 
no speculation in the funds with the view to profit. The 
first payment for this stock was made by Mr. Trotter ; 
.but how little he knew of the matter appears on the evi- 
dence, which appears on the minutes in these terms : 

Q. Did you direct to be purchased a certain quantity of stock, coni' 
monly called the Loyalty Loan, in or about the year 1797 ? 

A. I did not, to the best of my recollection. 

> Q. Was a certain quantity of the Loyalty Loan subscribed to for the 
benefit of Lord Melville, by you, or under your authority, or paid for 
with money coming out of the funds you have described before ? 

A. There was no such stock subscribed for by me, or purchased by me; 
I believe payments were made by Messrs. Coutts’ house, as far as I can 
understand and recollect, and they were afterwards paid by me to Messrs. 
Coutts’ house. 

Q. “VVas that loyalty loan, the price of which was paid originally by 
Messrs. Coutts, and then repaid by you to Coutts, for the benefit or on 
account of Lord Melville? 

A. It was repaid by me to Messrs. Coutts for Lord Melville. 

Q. Were the dividends upon that loyalty loan carried to the credit of 
Lord Melville, in the account current between his Lordship and you? 

A. They were. 

Q. What was the quantity of that stock so purchased for Lord Mel- 
ville? 

A. I understood, from the first question on the subject, that it was 
10,0001. then alluded to ; it must therefore be 10,0001. 

, Q. Was Lord Melville debited in the account current between his Lord- 
ship aqd you for that sum of 10,0001. ? 

A> I believe he was. * ' 

Q. From what sources did you derive that sum of 10,0001. to supply 
Messrs. Coutts for the purchdse of that loyalty loan > 

A. I cannot state the sources distinctly and separately, as they were 
upon different payments, unless I had documents be fate me. Which I have 
not. 

Q. From what fund or funds did you derive the various payments 
which constituted the 10,0001. repaid to Messrs. Coutts for the purchase 
•fthat loyalty loan 5 

' A. Soma of the payments I drew from the bank, and put into Messrs. 

? > . Coutts 5 
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Coulfs* bands; othtts 1 drew from my private aCdotmt at Messrs. Gottis'* 

ami paid them into the account of Lord Melville. * 

Q. Did that pm ate adcoii ut from which jou gave some of these drafts 
tonsist of pnblid money, and apart of it of private money? 

A. It consisted ^>f both, ' t ^ * 

*' T‘ I - i " r . Trotter was the pander 
to 1 . I '! .■■ ■ • .. Lordships see here, hoit 

little iio i lad oi iiie character of an active instrument, and 
liow imperfect his knowledge of the transaction. The busi- 
ness appears to be done in this way. The money is paid by 
Messrs. Coutts' and repaid by Mr. Tiottei outof a mixed 
uccount, in which no balance is struck, and, Lord Melville 
hears nothing of the transaction until ,the year 1800. 

" All, the stock is afterwards put into Mr. Ti otter’s 
power;, and will any man contend, that Mr. Trotter had 
not the authority ft) go into the market for Lord Melville 
and sell the loyalty loan, or any other stock under his con- 
trol!, until he was reimbursed in the mixed account. On 
the 27th of September the last payment was made on that 
stock, and on the following day the power was executed. 

H This is the situation with regard to the loyalty loan; 
but it does riot rest lieie.' We have evidenco behind. 
Which, when I come to state St, I trust will. give a clue 
not only to this, but to many other pai ts of this extraor- 
dinary case. Mr. Trotter was asked, why lie transferred 
the loyalty loan to the „chest account? To which lie re- 
1 plied, that it was from anxiety for his own interest. Then 
there is a great deal of evidence as to the nature of this 
chest account, and it is also in proof that Mr. Trotter 
never called Lord Melville's attention to it at the tiTne. 
Now let us see what this chest account is. It is a memo- 
randum for particular purposes, and for money in a 1 
certain form. .One sum of -10,000/. was carried to it, 
and another of 40,000/. making together 5Q.0C0 /. carried 
to the chest account, and no other in the first instance. 

It was not so with the loyalty loan ; that was not carried 
to tftfe' chest account until afterwards. Mr. Trotter says 
that Lord Melville knew nothing of his accounts (speak- 
ing of his private nffahs), and this is proved by tbe-evi- 
dcnce. It also\ippears, that Mr. Trotter was secured 
upwards of 20,000 1 
Supposing Mr. Tfo 

behind him of the ■ ■ 

r have 
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jfiave been in the situation of responsibility upon the chest- 
account, -although he had given complete security. This 
confirms what Mr. Trotter has said, with regard to inat- 
tention to his private concerns; otherwise, would his 
Lordship not have said, Do you mean to render me liable 
to be charged in this double mhnner? You ar.c not con- 
tented without making me responsible for 10,0001. and 
to what is much more alarming, an impeachment in par- 
liament, to answer to that, to which, through your ob- 
scurity, I am not able to reply. 

“ This view of the case, detracts in no degree from the 
honour of his Lordship, but it exposes certainly a defect, 
and proves his inattention to his own affairs: it proves 
more ; it shews that he was particularly inattentive to the 
chest account; and it proves to demonstration, as much 
as if an angel had spoken it, that that particular item 
was not, to Lord Melville’s knowledge," in the chest ac- 
count.” 

(After some further observations on the impossibility 
of. inferring crime from ignorance and negligence, the 
learned counsel proceeded to the consideration of the 
evidence on the 7000/. reduced annuities, purchased^ oil 
account of Lord Melville.) 

u The evidence, as to the 7 000/. reduced annuities 
(said Mi; Adam), appears to be as follows ; 

•Q. Was that purchase made by any directions from Lord Melville 
of 70001 . three per cents. ? „ ' " 

A. It was made -without any directions from his Lordship. 

Q. How came the purchase to be made, .without any, 'directions from 
Lord Melville ? 

A, I made it in. the general management of Lord 'Melville’s affairs; 

I believe a sum of money hacT come into my" hands, at: that time' fori his 
Lordship and I thought it was proper to invest it in some manper to pro- 
duce an interest to his Lordship. 

Q. Is it to be understood that funds had come into your hands, which 
before that time had been carrying a productive interest to Lord MeL 
ville? 

A. I believe they had,' either previously, or- a few days afterwards-: 
one of the payments was, I think, upon a bill which ought to have 
been due upon the very day I made the purchase, but I believe the bill 
bad come into my, hands previous to my, making the purchase. 

Q. Was any precise communication ever made to Lord Melville re- 
specting the mode in which that purchase had been made, .or any par- 
ticulars respecting it? ' - . • 

" A. I probably mentioned it when I presented my accpnnls to' him, but 
" ‘ ' - ' ’ - ' ' I do .. 
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I.do not recollect an} particular conv-eMtion that I liad with his Lordship' 
on the subject. 

. “ I should think, my Louis, that the mere statement of 
this evidence is sufficient to refute the charges grounded 
upon it. ■ ‘ “ 

“J have now,, my Lords, only to address to you one 
or two more observations, for in the midst of this great 
variety of chaige and allegation, I shall not think it ne- 
cessary to enter in detail into minute matters. 1 

“Is there any man, my Lords, who standing in the 
near connexion of friendship which Mr. Trotter did to 
Lord Melville, vv ho -would not be disposed to act as pri- 
vate agent, especially with respect to a few items, at- 
tended with little trouble and no difficulty? Considering 
the relativ.e situation of Mr. Trotter to Lord Melville, it 
would have been a disgrace to him if he had not so far 
consulted his Lordship’s convenience. But this agency 
does not prove that the noble Defendant had any know- 
ledge of the manner in which Mr. Trotter acted for him. 
Both the vuitten and the parole evidence shew Lord 
Melville’s ignorance in this respect ; and Mr. Trotter's 
testimony^ in particular, is conclusive on the subject. 

“Then as to the destruction of the papers, it seems 
that Lord Melville signed the release without reading the 
clause respecting it, and w ithout knowing any thing about 
it. Mr. Trotter says, that no directions weic given, to 
the best of his recollection, regarding the clause. Lord 
Melville signed it on the 18th of February, Mr Trotter 
on the 23d of the same month, and the tormer never had 
any draft sent him of the instrument for iris approbation. 
Thus the noble Defendant only saw the engrossed copy, 
which he signed at Melville castle. With rcgaid to the 
papers which Mr. Ti otter burnt, no ingenuity can male 
these affect the conduct of Lord Melville. 

“ It is a strange mistake to suppose that Lord Melville 
had destroyed voucheis and accounts on official business. 
What he destroyed w ere only papers accumulated upon 
him in a long course of time, and thus Lord Melville 
is completely discharged from all this weight of malver- 
sation. - - 

“ There may he unfavourable inferences from the de- 
struction of papers, hut from such papers there could be 

nothing 



nothin" to learn respecting these charges. The proofs of 
criminality must be supplied from the public booi.s, and 
not from such loose materials. It would be strange in- 
deed to conclude his Lordship to be criminal from such 
a clause, which he never read. 

“ From the moment Mr. Trotter did declare the na- 
ture of the transaction, all embarrassment oh the part of 
Lord Melville was over. What dictated Mr. Trotters 
silence, led to the destruction of his papers by him; and 
when your Lordships have seen a direct motive for this 
act by Mr. Trotter, is it consistent with your Lordships" 
justice to attribute culpability to the noble Defendant? 
All the silence of Mr. Trotter would have availed nothing, 
if the commissioners could have obtained his papers ; if 
these had been acquired, his taciturnity must have been 
abortive. His object is clear, it was to protect himself 
from criminal and civil actions. 

“ This seems to me to wind up all the observations ne- 
cessary for me to make on Lite case, which I have in trust 
to defend. 

“ I have to return to your Lordships my sincere 
thanks for the indulgence vou have given me. When you 
come, my Lords, to examine more at leisure this evi- 
dence — when you contemplate the liberality of the noble 
Defendant — when you recollect that his heart was never 
debased hv avarice — when vou consider the whole tenour 
of his life, and compare every part of his history with the 
allegations contained in these charges, I am fully per- 
suaded that his innocence will be completely established 
in your minds, and your Lordships will pronounce the 
verdict of not guilty. I admit that the warrant signed 
by .his Lordship might expose him to civil obligations, 
but whatever may be the extent of this contract, it is of 
no importance to the noble Lord on a criminal charge. 
I say, he has not been proved corruptly, intentionally, or 
at all to have taken a sixpence of the public money, and 
hence it is unnecessary to reason on the operation of the 
warrant. I contend also, .that the argument from the 
statute is as clear as the reasoning from the facts, and 
that both in law and fact he is clear of all guilt. The 
mens rea is what alone can establish his conviction, in 
this country, renowned for the humane policy of its penal 
^ St code. 


code. I have endeavoured to shew, my Lords, the honour- 
able silence pf the noble Defendant, from his sense of 
public duty, personal honour, refinement and delicacy, 
and I have contrasted these sentiments vy 5 th the silence of 
Mr. Ti otter, from the motjyes by nhich it nas dictated. 
The character of Loid Melville is now to lie restored to 
him by your decision ; he has borne his calamities with 
fortitude, and, conscious of his o en integrily, ho 11 ill 
,ftvv ait that decjsion uith a tranquil mind. 
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fourteenth day . ; 

FltlDAl', MAY.lf>TH« 
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]r^_05E to address their Lordships, and said, that the 
object of the Managers of the Commons was, to diminish 
as much. as possible, their Lordships’ trouble after the, 
diligent and persevering attention of the Court ; the 
Commons however keeping always in view the great ends 
of justice which must be attained. Until a recent state 
of these proceedings, he had hoped, that it would not 
have been necessary that he should trespass for a moment 
on their Lordships’ time, and that his honorable friend 
who had opened the business, would at this time have! 
proceeded to close it : but the peculiar manner in which 
the defence had been conducted, had made a trifling vari- 
ation in the plan of the prosecutors. If the defence of 
the noble Lord had been merely directed to weaken the 
evidence, and to prevent any inferences not legitimately 
consequential to the facts, their Lordships would have 
heard nothing from him: but the learned counsel had 
taken a different course. Instead of examining the dif- 
ferent facts, and the testimony to them, they had ven- 
tured to give a construction to a statute, ,J 5o erroneous, 
and so dangerous, as to require a very deliberate exami- 
nation lest it should go forth to the world, that public 
officers might plunder the purse of the state with impu- 
nity. It had been represented that the trust reposed in 
a great officer of government, was like a contract between 
private individuals involving only civil obligations. Their 
Lordships must go to school again to imbibe such new 
doctrines, they must seek other instruction than that to 
which they have been accustomed, if they were to learn, 
that under a remedial law, a public officer was not 
penally responsible. 
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The learned and honorable Manager said, he should 
connnc his obsei vations to the points oflau only, unless 
lie slightly touched upon the facts merely m illusnation 
ol his legal opinion. " If the consti action of the act as 
stated betoie their Lordships was roircet, the Mature was 
y ^*tste paper, it was absuidity, it was what was infinitely 
noise, it was a mockery of paihamentaiy institution, 
vl ere we* to discover at the commencement of the nine- 
teenth century, that there was no security for the public? 
If we were to be told that public officeis might apply the 
money exacted fiom the people by an oppressive system 
oi taxation, from \\ hat notions ot human nature could 
wc^siippose that the p.ltiencc of the inhabitants of this 
empire would enable them to 'sustain the buithens im- 
posed upon ,lhem. ^ M'lien the exorbitant abuse of public 
trust had been exposed befoie pailiamcnt, measures wcie 
taken, to pi event the repetition of them; it was seen 
that the daring manner, who encounteis the danger of 
(he ocean ,* that the gallant soldier u ho brav es the enemy 
on the field oj battle, were likely to be deprived of their 
just reward by state plundciers, and immediate reform 
was necessary ; not only for the honor and happiness, 
but foi the very existence of the countiy as an independ- 
ent kingdom. lie would not follow the example of his 
learned friends m collecting the Jaw fiom the debates in 
the senate, or fiom the opinion of any individual mem- 
ber of pailniment, however respectable for his talents 
and his viitnes ♦ In J/bO theie was a commission ap- 
pointed to enquire into the state of the finances, and thft - 
state of the public expenditure ; why the money was 
taken out of the Exchequer, and whither it was conveyed, 
Gentlemen were industriously employed forscvcnlouj 
years in this investigation, and they piospcssivcly mauc 
representations to parliament on the subject Their ob- 
ject was not only to fulfil their duty with vigour, but to 
"discharge it with humanity. It was not the design vuth 
the Commissioners to visit individuals with severity; it a 
habit had giow n up, if private emoluments had been jong J 
connived at, they did not wish to institute prosecutions j 
and disturb the repose of families ; they w ci c not dispo-ct 1 j 
to make the chtldicn sutler for the sins of their parent*, j 
and such as had obtained Iiei ctlitury places, and ill-gotten j 
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patrimony, they were willing to leave in the enjoyment 
of the fruits, but they were determined to prevent the 
perpetuity of this perilous system: They looked not to 
the past, they only contemplated the future. Among the 
regulations which originated with this important institu- 
tion, was the reform of the office of the Treasurer of the' 
Navy; and in consequence of their recommendation, the 
act was passed, by which all difficulty and doubt -was re- 
moved, until it had been suggested on the occasion of this 
trial, by the learned counsel on the other side; and the 
intention of it was, not merely to direct the conveyance 
of the money to the Bank, but to prevent its issue from 
thence, excepting for public purposes. It was to destroy 
all intermediate deposits; that the money should have no 
place of repose between the coffers of the Bank, and the 
pockets of the public creditors. What right had Mr. 
Trotter to assume to himself wisdom superior to the col- 
lective experience of parliament? Instead of placing 
himself above the legislature, whose will’ had been de- 
dared by repeated statutes, if he conceived any thing to 
be wrong in the . regulations made, he might have sub- 
mitted; his opinion to the consideration of parliament, 
which would have interposed its authority if it were deem- 
ed necessary. 

“ This remedial law had been imagined to be so clear 
in its terms, that this was the first time it had been 
brought before a court of judicature. -All courts in the 
construction of laws of this kind, assist themselves by at- 
tending to the objects of the statute, or to the evils in- 
tended to be removed by it.” 

(The honourable and learned manager here entered 
into the particulars of the third and eighth report of the 
commissioners for auditing the public accounts; the lat- 
ter was particularly directed to the office of the Paymas- 
ter of the Forces; and he took an opportunity of making 
a comparison between that official situation, and the sta- 
ute respecting it, with the office of Treasurer of the Na- 
vy, and the act restricting its duties.) 

“ The leading view of- the legislature, was the safe 
custody of the cash of the office, and were they so igno- 
rant, that having this design distinctly before them, they 
could not apply the terms explanatory of it ? If the con- 
struction of tke learned gentleman were right, this great 
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end would be wholly disappointed, and the rriembers must 
be those drivellcib which such a conclusion implies. The 
Commissioners were of opinion that assigned bills, of 
which so much had been said, might be as w ell paid by 
drafts on the Bunk, as in any other way, and why not? 
Could it be said to any man of sense, that it was not as 
commodious to icceive money at the Bank of England, as 
at the shop of Messrs* Coutts ? The assigned bills were 
foi laige sums; few' were for so small an amount as 500/. 
hence this excuse about assigned hills was a rtieie contriv- 
ance to defeat the salutary purposes of the statute. Then 
it was said, that money was to bo paid from the office 
in items below 20?. 10s. and 1$. and it was enquired, who 
would think of giving a poor defenceless woman a draft 
on the Bank for such a tnile, scarcely woilh the paper on 
which it was mitten. If the noble lord had extracted 
money from the Bank only. for such fmolous payments, 
the deficiencies in the balances would .not have approached 
half a million of money; and the iron chest, or even 
Messrs. Coutts, might have been empldyed for any fiivo- 
lpus* payments .of this kind bona fide: it would be an 
exception within the statute, and his lordship would have 
heard nothing of this accusation. 

“ Among the extravagant positions that had been 
maintained by his learned, friend, one of the least decent 
and justifiable was, that the resolutions of the House of 
Commons were nothing. Be it so. The resolutions of 
the House of Commons arc nothing upon the public ex- 
penditure for which it procures the supplies.' Be it so. 
But our gracious sovereign, concurring with the House of 
Commons, took measures on his pai t consistently with 
the resolutions; an emolument was allowed in proportion 
to the rank of the persons holding their office, not in com- 
pensation for their labour, for labour they had none. 
Colonel Barre, who preceded Lord Melville, had an in- 
crease of salary. Subsequently in 17S2, the rojal inten- 
tion of favour not being completely accomplished, a fresh 
grant was made to the noble defendant, whose salary was 
raised to 4,000/. a year. Why w as this concession made r 
It was given in lieu of all emolument whatever; and from 
that moment to make a shilling interest of the public mo- 
ney was to abandon the condition of the* agreement upon 
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which he accepted the office. He should be glad to listen 
to that man, who should be bold enough to say, that in' 
such circumstances, no public duty was imposed upon 
Lord Melville. Could the kins not a rant an increase of 

O c. t 

- salary, and prescribe the terms on which the augmenta- 
tion was made ? Was there any thing in this office so pe-> 
culiar, that it restricted the authority of the sovereign of 
the state : that authority from which the office itself ema*' 
nates, and to which it owes the continuation. of its exist- 
ence? Did they mean to say that there was no law upon 
the subject — nothing obligatory — no public duty 'enjoined 
on the office — no public right which can be maintained ” 
by a criminal proceeding ? If this were to be correct, we 
must renounce the whole system of penal jurisprudence. 
That which was law for the noble defendant, thank God, 
was also for the meanest individual. 

It was a most absurd supposition, that Lord Melville 
stood in no relation to the king, but that in which a ser- 
vant stood to his master. If such were the law, what was 
become of the authority of the case of Bainbridge. • This 
also grew out of the proceedings of the Commissioners of 
Public Accounts. A noble lord who lately presided in 
Chancery, was one of the counsel, and also the noble - 
lord who dictated the law in this august assembly. The 
defendant had the assistance of one of the ablest men 
known in the history of the profession, (Mr. Bearcroft) 
Bainbridge was accountant in the Pay-office. Mr.' Pow- 
ell, his piedecessor, had made up his accounts, and died 
in 1784. The head of the family was then an infant, but 
now an ornament of this court. Mr. Bainbridge was to 
make up his accounts, of which Lord Holland was as ig- 
norant as I~am. Bainbridge had omitted to do this, and 
he thought it his interest to conceal it. Powell had had 
a prosecution commenced againt him, and he ceased to 
exist, pending its progress. Bainbridge lived to the con- 
clusion of his trial, and it was decided against him. A 
motion in arrest of judgment, and a new trial were moved 
for, which was rejected by that illustrious judge, Lord 
Mansfield; and what he said on that occasion, com- 
prizes all the principles applicable to'this part. of the sub- 
ject. The ground for the new trial -was, that the offence 
of Bainbridge at most, only amounted to a breach of 
4 trusf 
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trust; that it was n mere question of civil right, and that 
there was no precedent of a criminal proceeding for the 
same offence. Loi d Mansfield said, that if a man accept 
a place of trust and confidence, especially w here attended 
with pecuniaiy trust, he is amenable to the kin" for the 
faithful discharge of the duties of it. 'There is a hi each 
of trust between subject and subject, in which tho party 
would only be liable to a civil action ; but with the crown 
be is indictable. His Ioidsbip then adverted to a case ns 
caily as the time of I'.dunrd III.” 

The learned manager next desired the attention of 
their Lordships to the confession of the noble defendant 
in the House of Commons; not extorted fiom him in the 
course of any enquiry, but voluntarily tendered by him ; 
and after comparing some of the prominent facts of the 
case particulaily bearing on the statute of thc25tli Geo. 
III. he concluded in the following manner: 

• “ I beg your Lordships' pardon for having addressed 
you at such length, hut I had to controvert positions, 
which, if not refuted, might have been attended with the 
most destructive consoqueuces. I, and those with whom 
I act, havo no pleasure in consigning to ignominy the no- 
ble defendant; but you base been addressed by bis coun- 
sel in a way calculated to excite a weak and feminine 
compassion, wholly inconsistent with the duty your Lord- 
ship's have to discharge. 

“ No doubt, in private life, Lord Melville possesses 
virtue and honour, and the nation! and generous affec- 
tions of the human mind ; but standing here, we repre- 
sent the public, and we must boldly assert its demands 
before your Lordships. I am sme you will recollect, * 
that the rights of the meanest subject are to be lespect- 
ed, and you will not permit the band of justice to be im- 
peded by the rank and dignity of the delinquent. Your 
Lordships will honourably fulfil the high trust reposed 
in you, and will not disappoint tho expectations of tho 
united kingdom in the solemn administration of its lam 
upon this important occasion.” 
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MR. WHITBREAD. 

SC '"I " J 

JL.HE Commons having addressed your lordships to 
that: part of the case which requires the true exposition • 
of the law upon the subject, under the high authority of 
my honourable and learned friend, and he, having refut- 
ed the dangerous principles of his professional oppbnents,. 
I am commanded in pursuance of the duty I have under- 
taken, to reply on the matters in evidence. But, my 
lords, how shall I do this after the confident manner in 
which you have been addressed during twelve hours ? I 
-should retire disappointed and discouraged if I had not, 
before this time of life,] distinguished, that confidence of 
manner was not always the confidence of truth, and that 
the vigour of the constitution and the strength of the 
cause were sometimes perfectly distinct and separate from 
each other. 

“ I have not, my lords, that ability to which a modern 
orator has pretended, but which the Syracusan philoso- 
pher never affected to have attained. If Archimides had 
discovered on ivhat fulcrum to have reposed that vast 
engine by which he might have destroyed the whole sys- 
tem of the physical world, he would not have used it ; nor 
my lords, were I endowed with the same power to hurl 
into chaos the moral world, would I employ it. I would 
not confound all truth, nor would I in the exercise of 
those feeble talents which I possess, attempt to pervert 
your minds from the course of justice on this memorable 
occasion. 

“ My lords, when I first cast my eye on the report of 
the Commissioners of Naval Enquiry, one of whom ap- 
peared before you, I was determined to examine what 
my country ought to do, under such an alarming exposi- 
tion of facts.- My anxiety encreased even in proportion 
to my success, but whatever I may have felt at any ear- 
lier period, it is nothing compared to my sensibility at this 
moment under the weight of duty I have to discharge. 
Among the circumstances that increase this painful sen- 
sation, is the refined sarcasm of the learned counsel, who 
sometimes instead of defending his noble client against 
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the charges, found it more convenient to institute new 
charges against me,. and to smile at the variety of busi- 
ness I have undertaken in different characters. If 1 hate 
not only hewn the stone, but laid the foundation — if I 
am deputed to put the key-stone to the arch when I have 
thus prepared the materials, your lordships will -not sup* 
]5ose me to be culpable, if, an addition to my former la- 
bours, I J also fulfil this duty. But let not the learned' 
counsel flatter himself that he has succeeded in distract-- 
ing my 'attention from the subjects to which 1 have to re- 
ply. The stores of his classical mind may have furnishdd 
him with examples, when the race is not to the swift, and 
where by lures and artifices the natural powers have been 
diveited or misapplied. In the early tales of infancy 
some golden dreams have amused my imagination, and I 
,have heard of a mountain, at the summit of which a great 
treasure fvas to be Obtained that many had undci taken to 
acquire; but so many obstacles had been successively 
presented to them, that their- hopes were disappointed* 
If' they waited to listen or to indulge themselves with the 
view ‘of the fleeting objects, they were turned into stone; 
they were to be alarmed by no tin eats, fatigued under no 
trials, and to pursue their object straight onward until 
they had 1 accomplished the purposes of their noble ambn 
tion. I shall endeavour to encourage this disposition — l 
fehall afepirc with the same ardour, and shall not be di* 
verted from my course by the artifices employed to se- 
duce me. The time will come, when I shall be able to 
satisfy the public, that the characters in which I have ap- 
peared, which have excited so much pleasantry in the 
learned, are none of them incompatible, while I conduct 
myself with propriety as a manager, and with honour as a 
man. My lords, there are no duties which an upright 
hear tmny not fulfil. 

“I have not, my lords, been insensible under the mirth 
I hhvc affoidcd, but as there arc pains to which the hu- 
man body is subject, which the most delicate of the nice 
can endure under the expectation of the promised bles- 
sing, so I, under the lash ot the wit of the learned coun- 
-scl, have anticipated a glorious reward in the senile 
<1 have rendeicd to my country. 

“ My lords, you have by tins time discovered that I was 
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hot at all mistaken, when I informed you of the talents 
that were opposed to me. Of these powers they have 
given an indisputable proof, and they have acted like able 
and honest men. AVe have had every thing that ingenu- 
ity could supply, hut unfortunately for their noble client, 
we have had nothing to which it could be advantageously 
directed. 

“ It is a wise maxim in policy, that when a man is ar- 
raigned for a crime, lie should not undertake his own de- 
fence. IJow truly has this been exemplified at the pre- 
sent trial. Lord Melville has had the benefit of the pow- 
ers of eloquence, but of this his lordship would have bad 
the assistance if he had personally undertaken that de- 
fence ; for the exercise of these 1 have witnessed ten 
thousand times. But in that case the parts could not have 
been so dexterously managed, the mode in which it was 
conducted must necessarily have been changed, and for 
the form of it we are told, that the learned counsel, and 
not their client, are responsible. The noble lord found 
it'much more prudent to trust his defence to those whose 
passions were not violently agitated, and whose con- 
sciences did not interfere with the assertions they were 
to support. Yet, under the inconsistencies to .which gen- 
tlemen in such situations are exposed, there is danger ih 
permitting more than one to open his mouth, and there 
is still greater danger when, under these circumstances, 
a defendant undertakes a part of this difficult duty. Per- 
haps it would he difficult for gny man less ingenious than 
the learned counsel, to vindicate all the dexterous tirti f 
fices which have been resorted to in the defence. From 
one of these gentlemen we have had a most able speech 
of eight solid hours (to borrow one of his own phrases). 
During all this time he endeavours to evade, mislead, and 
misrepresent, and to express his utter astonishment at a' 
thousand things of which his learned co-adjutor made a 
free concession in the next four solid hours ; but between 
the surprise and contradiction of' the one, and the more 
accommodating disposition of the other, I trust it will 
appear that our case is unshaken, and that Lord Melville 
is guilty. I will not follow the learned counsel, by stating 
what has happened unconnected with these charges ; but 
1 may take a review of the principles not only affecting 
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-he character of this prosecution— not only affecting the 
noble individual who is the object, but the criminal juris- 
prudence. of this country; which we have been so ion" 
tojd reposes on a sure rock of foundation. , 0 

g “ The learned counsel has talked of ciuelty and vexa- 
tion, pnd of, various sources of calamity, which are no 
inatter’of consideration before your lordships, and if they 
"ere, I would refute eveiy syllable that has been uttered 
on, the subject. Lord Melville is upon his trial— lie is 
bi ought before you by, the Commons of , the united king- 
dom of Great-liritain, by a body jealous of their privi- 
leges, Jealous of everything that should intcrfeie with 
their piescriptive rights, 

“ If we view the political history of this country, we sec 
that the mode of trial by impeachment has been employed 
op various occasions — that sometimes it has been relin- 
quished, at others, by long delay, it has been brought 
into disrepute. We desiie, my lords, to vindicate its 
character. It has been said before that public, by 
whom I am at this moment surrounded, that the inten- 
tion of this piosccution was to expose the noble defend- 
ant to an, enormous expence. This I deny, and I feel 
great satisfaction in saying, that the Commons have 
maintained their dignity. I am happy to think, that, in 
the court before which I speak, is concentered all the 
powerful learning of the law, and that all the legal know- 
ledge of his counsel has been employed for Lord Mcl- 
yiUe. I am also glad, that in favour of tbe defendant, 
are all the mildness and generosity of the heart, all the 
gentle feelings of humanity, and that against the prosc- 
cutois is presented that sternness with which it is natu- 
ral to listen to accusers; and I glory in the reflection, 
that if a model of on impeachment were wanting to die 
country, there is one now afforded which will do justice 
to the dignity and honour of the state. But I wish I 
could say, that the counsel for the noble defendant hail 
treated the managcis with that propriety which left no 

imputation upon them. When insinuations are thrown 

out, assisted by the arts of cadence and gesticulation 
vv hen intimations are given, ns if papers material to 
the cause had been meanlv obtained or fraudulently wiio- 
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held ; if, in these circumstances, the managers do not feel 
mortification, it is because they do not desene blame. 

** My lords, you have heard some complaints respect- 
ing the disadvantages the noble defendant suffered under 
the mode of trial now adopted. • It' they arc such, they 
arc at least of his own seeking. Lord Melville was 
to have been prosecuted in u court of law, where \vc are 
told be might challenge his jury, and the late attorney- 
general was directed to draw up the charge. This mode 
was changed by the interposition of a powerful friend, 
who recommended that he should he impeached, assert- 
ing, at the same time, that he was guilty of no crime. 
Tims, bv his own interference, through the medium of 
his friend, the method of trial was varied. 

“ The learned counsel, sensible of the weakness of his 
case, has endeavoured to mislead you from the topics of 
enquiry to something unconnected with the cause, and 
with this view, during the cross-examination of the wit- 
nesses they have endeavoured to impress your lordships* 
minds with the great services Lord Melville has rendered 
to tiie empire. We were told of his high offices as secre- 
tary of state of the war department, as president of the 
board of conlrotd, of his posts of honour in Scotland, 
and of the fidelity and activity with which lie discharged 
this complicated duty. My lords, we accuse him of no- 
thing venal and corrupt with respect to these stations of 
public responsibility, we charge him only as Treasurer of 
the Navy, and this charge we have supported. The 
learned counsel knew his plan, and it was well concerted; 
lie thought such a representation might have an unfa- 
vourable effect upon the managers,* and prejudice the 
court against particular individuals, who had taken a de- 
cided pan against tiie noble lord’s administration. But, 
I can assure the learned counsel, that by such expedients, 
I shall not be forced into political controversy — I shall 
neither shew the impolicy of the noblelord, nor pronounce 
the eulogium of his opponents; he comes here as a man, 
not as a statesman, to answer for the dcrilcction of his 
public duties in one particular office. We have been 
told, with great ostentation of the sums the defendant has 
resigned at an early period with minuteness, but they 
pay, we cannot with propriety call for accounts twenty-four 
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distance of time r .Ibfen, "-they say, 'wfe exhibit all his ac- 
counts, every guinea, to the .last' farthing which 1 has been 
acquired by'the hobie lord. 'True, it K'We didput'in 
a paper, the result of'calculation upon particular profits 
'and so sufccessfullyNvere they fixed upon him that he could 
not get rid of them,' although thcy'coristitute'a very small 
part of ; our v charge/' They produced Mr. Pollock and 
'arid some, others, and their they confidently ask, ‘ How 
can' you be so ungenerous to the : public, so unfeeling to 
the individual ' aS to prosecute this great' arid 'excellent 
.man ? You' charge him with the misapplication' of a li- 
mited am6unt,‘ana we shew, you that his bounty has re- 
signed much more to the coffers of the state.' Put, sup- 
posing, my lords; that he had given up a much larger part 
of his salaries, 1 ' would ■ that prevent your lordships from 
pronouncing , him. guilty ; such' an allegation will' repel 
.wh:itthe i ‘Coitimons have pfoved'in support of the articles 
■they have adduced. 'After the soft of testimony to w-liich 
Wie'Iearned counsel have resorted, 1 it would lie competent 
to the'Commons to shew; that in the resignation of salary 
which has been so ostentatiously displayed, tiicrc was in 
fact' no relinquishment of any thing he was able to 
retain ; or, more accurately, of what lie was not able io 
"acquire, for he could not retain what he never acquired. • 
.There is an indisp'uted fact upon the journals on this sub- • 
ject, and by the arrangement made, no servant of the ' 
public can receive more than 60001. a year, so that the ' 
salaries of 4000k, 20001, 1,5001, and 60001. pretended 
to be due to the Right Honourable Henry Dundns, wcic 
in fact, not due, and he could receive no more than 
’60001. a year. But to whom did lie surrender With oil 
this liberality the surplus. Wc arc'told,' indeed, tlmt it 
went to that public, whose monies he had employed for ‘ 
his own emolument. This, like the rest, is an egregious 
mistake, not a shilling of it went to the public, the whole 
was reserved on the civil list. „ But, my lords, it may he 
enquired, why he did not take t!)is salary of GOOD I. a year, 
and not bc.treasurcr of the navy, secretary to the war de- 
partment, or president of the board of contronl r 1! as 
lie a man of so much importance, that nobody but himself 
could be found so proper to fill these high situations was 



he so active and energetic that none but himself could 
discharge these laborious duties? .Are we, my Lords, so 
ignorant of human nature, so little skilled in political 
interest, so little acquainted with the dictates of ambi- 
tion as to suppose, that if a Treasurer of the Navy 
had been wanted, no man could be, iound to accept 
4,0001. a year for doing nothing? Lord Melville was 
not unapprised of the dignity and influence attached to 
the office, I charge him with knowing thqt 4,0001. a 
year was better as Treasurer of the Navy, than 6,000l. 
a year in some other situations, and this constitutes a 
presumption, and a very strong presumption in the case, 
and hence he said, “ I will be Treasurer of the Navy 
still/’ The attachment to office, and to the advantages 
to which I have just referred connected with it, is 
shewn by the reluctance with which he retired from 
another station. It was neither thought decent nor legal 
under the other engagements into which he had entered 
to retain the office of Secretary of Slate, and he said, “ I 
will.go out immediately/’ but this immediately com- 
prised a term of ten years. 

, “ Whatever solicitude 1 may feel, that no part of this 
comprehensive case, may ^escape my notice, or be left 
incomplete in the minds of your 'Lordships; yet in this 
last stage of the prosecution, I think it less necessary 
to bring the whole before you than to compress it into 
a narrow compass, so that -a great variety of argument, 
on minor subjects, rather addressed to your feelings 
than your judgment, I shall pass over unnoticed. 

“ Your Lordships were told that the noble defendant 
had no turn for figures, he was represented to you as 
incapable of determining that two and two made four, 
and as to money matters he had no idea of them. Such 
is the sort of comment in the evidence which the learn- 
ed counsel have made ; and if no person had been re- 
quired to follow them, and if this had not been the 
tribunal before which the noble defendant was tried, some 
"effect might have been produced. But what appears 
upon the evidence? On his first introduction into office 
his attention was directed to the augmentation of his sa- 
lary and that it should be more effectually secured than 
that which was paid to Colonel Barre, But to refute such 
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a position, such a degradation of the noble Lord's pow- 
ers, such a libel on his character and talents, we need' 
only look to the India accounts which neie periodically 
piesented by Ins Lordship to the House of Commons : 
the prodigious complication of those accounts rendered 
them dark and tn-ei utable even to men clear and lumi- 
nous in their conception, until his Lordship placed 
them in a point of view so distinct and methodical, that 
he seemed V have 'devoted his whole life to arithmc-' 
tical computation'. 'Then the learned counsel say in the 
fuce of all this' glut ing conti adiction, that if he had a 
taste for this sjudy he would not have had the abiiny to 
make the acquirements. My Lords I should not really 
have adverted to this, but the over-statement of these 
gentlemen is’so extravagant that we cannot easily pass it 
over unnoticed. 

“ My Lords we have shewn by the powerful organ of 
the law the Commons have employed this day. wluit is 
the true construction of the statute; still there were rea- 
sons why a different’ language should be resorted to by 
the learned counsel for' the defendant, because the 
balances which have been proved to be outstanding 
ought under a correct view of the statute to hate been 
paid'in, and they were not paid in, the intention there- 
fore was to rebut if possible this charge of illegality on 
tile conduct of the noble defendant. There was a remai li- 
able inconsistency beta cen the modesty with which one 
of the learned. counsel, so frequently appealed to your 
Lordships' sensibility, and the confidence with which he 
opened his address. “ If (said lie, with all the force 
of emphasis, and with all tbe solemnity of gesture) 
a you can fix one single mark of corruption upon 
the noble defendant which we cannot icmove, I give up 
the case and Lord Melville is guilty.” Observe the se- 
quel to this lofty declaration; He admitted that we bad 
proved one fact, exhibiting that corruption, that stain, 
which he could not wipe away; but he adds, that after 
twenty-four years the evidence was brought, and that 
from distance of time only it was not controverted. My 
Lords, of this single act, at least, we have pi oof which 
the learned counsel has not attempted to resist ; the infer- 
ence is obvious; and Lot d Melville is guilty oil the p 
, mission 



mission of his own legal advisers- but where is the con- 
sistenev of all this? Wc do not find on other occasions 
the same detect of memory. Ilis Lordshij) can look hack 
man}* years and speak upon his oath. Under the sacred 
pledge he avowed that he had no dilliculty in declaring 
that when Mr. Douglas was paymaster he received no 
advantage whatever from the public monies; yet this 
particular period of twenty-four years embarrasses iiis 
mind, and why ? Because wc have proved the fact as 
clearly, as if twenty-four days had not transpired since 
ihc event. 

“ Then my Lords, they lament over the melancholy 
•occurrence of the death of this witness, and with some- 
what less appearance of decency they occasionally ex- 
press their grief and mortification, on account of the 
•destruction of those papers, which were destroyed under 
an authority given in the release for that express pur- 
pose signed by the noble defendant himself. I wish 
my Lords, that Mr. Douglas were alive, if it were only 
for the purpose of reading and authenticating his own 
•manuscripts; I rather think lie would have been a most 
unwelcome visitor, and that the learned counsel them- 
selves would have been as dumb ns Mr. Trotter was on 
some former occasions. Considering the connection 
which has been discovered, and the broad facts which 
have been exposed, perhaps the expressions of sorrow 
most singular and least expected were tho.se which the 
learned counsel employed when speaking of Mr. Trot- 
4ers unhappy .taciturnity. 

f< The death of Mr. Douglas was the act of nature, 
the destruction of the papers was the act of Lord Mel- 
ville and Mr. Trotter, the dumbness of Mr. Trotter 
was his own act, because he was rin accomplice. What 
was the reflection of Lord Melville, when he applied to 
appear before the House of Commons on his own vin- 
dication, “ I know," (said he) “ that Douglas is dead, 
that the papers are gone, that Trotter is .silent, ancl I 
shall not be detected. ’’ Bui .unfortunately for his Lord- 
ship, industry will do wonders ; it will sometimes frus- 
trate the best connected schemes, and disappoint the 
most' reasonable expectations. The secret is. out. We 
•wished, wc toiled, yve omitted no one thing to support 
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the charges we have 'exhibited, we endeavoured that the 
House of Commons should not be disgraced when it re- 
luctantly appeared in the painful chaiacter of an accuser. 
While we were Engaged in this' important duty, to justify 
the commons of the Jdngdom/the learned counsel has 
thought ht to amuse himself with our assiduity, and in 
order to throw' an ^dium 1 upon, the prosecution, he has 
told you of our looking here and there, of our hunting 
- over private, papers, ,and ransacking the ganets of wi- 
dow’s and orphans. Wheie were these private papers to 
be sought/ but in the hands of the executors of jdr. 
Douglas? If a great public officer ,have misused the 
monies entrusted to his care, how is his delinquency, to 
be discovered, how to be exposed more , successively, 
and incon trover tibly ? I think we, may vcnture,to leave ft 
pven to the candor of the learned /counsel, if we have 
made an idle and ostentatious display of domestic se- 
crets and private einbarrasment.' " f 

There was another subject touched upon by the 
learned counsel, the arguments , of which were a little 
shaken by’ the honorable ,and learned "manager, who has 
. ’ ■ 1 -- - 1 .--J M- L' r cnH *hat 
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.contrasted with the, liberty of silence' equally dcsira* 
ble and glorious. ’ i 

“ Notwithstanding all the mystery which had been .re- 
Ported to, for the purposes of this defence, we were 
boldly informed by the learned counsel that Lord Mel* 
vilie had courted enquiry. To draw a comparison be* 
tween the thick veil thrown over all the transactions, 
and that manly exposure" to which the learned conn'd 
alluded is not very material to the subject, although I 
have certainly formed an opinion upon it, yet I shall 
say nothing regarding it. It is true, the time was when 
his Lordship of his own accord, of his own pure motion 
in a letter to the speaker of the Housd of Commons re* 
quested to be heard in his defence.. My Lords, it wns 
not an individual member ’speaking there upon a fwrii* 

particular 


cular question. lie caine there not to legislate, but to 
speak in the defence of his own integrity and honor. 
And here your Lordships have seen another vexatious 
expedient of the learned counsel. ( Was it right for him 
during, my cross-examination, to interrogate me on the 
matter in my speech in the House of Commons in an- 
swer to the noble Lord. The learhed counsel repeated 
it, he had -it written before him and selected particular 
passages. My Lords, ,if it were in my power, and if it 
were to the purpose I would repeat the whole that passed 
from my lips, for I am ashamed of nothing I have ut- 
tered. These things are in themselves little incidents, but 
theyin rio degree tend to soften the asperity of disserta- 
tatioh; they have no relation to the subject, and they 
might as well talk of murder, fire, or any thing else to 
alarm' the feelings instead of the charges' under conside- 
ration. } 

“ There is another mode of .defence which approaches 
somewhat nearer to the subject, but which in no degree 
countervails the strong matters in proof ; yet it is accom- 
panied’ with a sort of insinuating manner — it is addressed 
as an appeal to your Lordships by which you may suppose 
that more is meant- than is expressed. 1 What, (say 
they) when the noble defendant had so much in his power, 
when one hundred and twenty millions .ofmoney were pro- 
gressively under his controul, after examining all his ac- 
counts and investigating every public and private docu- 
ment to which you can procure access, does all that you 
can discover amount to this, that he condescended 
to pick up shillings in an account with his Hanker, and 
stooped to such low, mean, groveling thieveiy?’ All 
that we say in answer to fhio is, that we prove it. We 
stand upon the ground of the evidence of w|iat we assert, 
we neither enter into the moral or religious impressions 
of his lordship, wc merely state the fact, supported by in- 
disputable testimony and we leave him to answer a ques- 
tion from the highest authority What shoulda man give 
in exchange for his soul ?’ 

“ The learned counsel thought fit to make a very free 
commentary on the summing up of the evidence on the 
part of the Commons, which was executed with so much 
correctness of judgment and felicity of sl\le, by an hono- 
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rabie. manager (Sii Samuel Romilly). What could m 
. be resisted was perverted, and their Lordships were told 
that the case, with all its ample ramifications, nere reduc- 
ed to tiro or three points, w hich w ere capable of receivin'* 
a distinct and satisfactory answer. Whether such distinct 
and -satisfactory answer had been given, their Lordships 
weie perfectly competent to judge: it is true that the 
honoiable and learned manager did endeavour to’ disen- 
cumbci the facts of all needless contingencies, and to 
place the whole subject, extensive as it appears on the 
ei idence, ,irr a shape that would render it familiar' and in- 
telligible to tl ' ’ ■ - -c 1 •„<] 

"With this view iis- 

ugarded ; preli _ _ (tie 

observation, 'but the main questions were placed in ti 
most luminous point of view, which cannot he obscured 
by the veil thrown over it by the learned gentleniaii. But, 
my" Lords, if, any omissions have been made by us in the 
conduct, 'they will be abundantly supplied by' the dili- 
gent attention your Lordships have constantly , paitJ, 
through the whole course of this important enquiry. I 
thank the learned counsel for reminding me of what was 
said on the occasion to which I have just alluded, when 
the evidence on the part of the Commons had termi- 
nated. The honorable and learned manager had told 
your Lordships, that the judgment you must pronounce 
in the faithful 'discharge ot your duty was obvious if the 
evidence that had been adduced had been uncontradictcd; 
and, in the candour of his mind, he added, that every man . 
familiar with cases of this nature was apprized that a ca'c 
made out apparently incontiovcrtihly on the part of the 
piosecutor, was sometime completely negatived and 
destroyed by the defence. Sly Lords, the learned coun- 
sel have had the evidence before them, and they have 
been afiorded the best oppoi (unity of giving that distinct 
and satislactoiy answer which they ventured to anticipate. 

\\ hat is the result ? The testimony remains unshaken 
and uncontiadictcd, and I must repent in the language of 
thu honorable and learned manager, that ‘ the judgment 
xotir Lot dsliips have to pronounce in the faithful dicharge 
of your duty is obvious.' 
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** The learned counsel nearest me (Mr. Plomcr) next 
proceeded to criticize upon what his profession enables 
him to speak to with peculiar ability, and your lordships 
were informed, that our articles exhibiting the charges 
against the noble defendant were not drawn up with the 
technical precision which was fit and decorous on such a 
solemn occasion. The learned counsel must permit me 
to assert, with some confidence, what I have learnt in 
the sphere of my public duty, and . to declare, in the 
name of those for whom I now appear, that the Com- 
mons of Britain, in the proceedings under any impeach- 
ment, are not restricted to the forms of a legal indict- 
ment, and that they have a right to draw up these arti- 
cles more generally and comprehensively. They have 
not only a right to do it from ancient and established 
precedent, but it is their duty to do it, that the public 
delinquent may not escape punishment 

“ The learned counsel, who had once been an able as- 
, sistant and manager for the House of Commons, with a 
late distinguished member (Mr. Burke), among other 
•parliamentary authorities, acted as his coadjutor in that 
public duty. Your lordships know, that Mr. Burke 
'drew up one of the most able reports that ever appeared 
on the journals of the Commons, and to that report, 
which states not only vvhat those proceedings were, but 
what they ought to be, consistently with the dignity of 
that house, I will refer the learned counsel. The usage 
of parliament, says a great legal authority, which has 
Jjcen already quoted (Cowper), is the spirit of the law 
of the land, and whatever trammels may be necessary in 
the inferior courts, we insist that the articles we have 
prepared arc according to the forms, and consonant with 
the privileges of the High Court of Parliament. The 
-memory of the learned counsel may assist him in recol- 
lecting another occasion when a question arose on this 
very subject, and the venerable judges, to whose dicta 
the learned counsel is accustomed to listen with so much 
respect, said, ‘ The impeachment,' in point of time and 
form, is according to the usage of impeachments in par- 
liament’ 

“ Some advantage has been taken even of the privi- 
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leges of the House o'f'Commons in these 1 circutetLnces 
and' If 1 - t '~ ' — ' ‘ .hijis,’ 'that the 

by the sdtne 

rules ot evidence'vvhich' prevail m the courts below, 'the 
noble defendant has' not the? same'pfotection which he 
tvoUld receive were he piOsecutdd under' the or’diriary 
forms' df laW. ,H, My lords, the Commons hard thought it 
theit diity ko far'to'ahseittltcir rights'as to' dedal e, tiiat 
they are hot restrioted by the shttle rulhs winch, for the 
safety of thesu 1 ' ‘ ' ” ' * ’ 11 ,n ' 

moil course 1 of 
But'I beg yOm 
>this tight whici 
-not on this occt 
defendant vvou 


their juSt'imtnu 
of proceeding l 

'of this prosecution, tvuy pau ui uie piooi lias ulcu 
conducted with the sante sti ictncss'anc) seven ty’in favour 
of the accused as is'reqoired in the cbm ts below. ’ , ’ ’ 1 
" I must not neglect to ohseivebpoil w hat the leahicrl 
counsel has objected to in the progress' nf our evidence. 
'At’every step we todk he made a stand] but, ht lost, find- 
ing his opposition almost in every instance' Unsuccessful, 
he prudently declined to persevcie. ‘If I lind' ootid 
down Vtll'lliat ihe learned counsel lin’d said wtls not evi- 
dence, I should have had a very cumbrous volume of 
substantial and valid bvirJenrc resulting fioai this triul. 
It was singular to notice the various sources of anxiety 
which seemed to agitate the breast of the learned coun- 
sel at different periods of his addicss. Sometimes he 
took in charge the character, the honour, and the dig- 
nity of the court, and lie was extremely solicitous that 
nothing should transpire unfavourable to its reputation. 
Then the fame of the House of Commons was neatest 
his heart, and he hoped nothing would pass which w ouhl 
at all reflect on its purity and independence. At la-t, 
his feelings were awakened (where lus scivibilnj «#J 
vciy properly directed) by the situation of bis cliem, »«“ 
there I hope and believe they remain at this moment. 
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ct I presume^ your lordships will concede to me that 
by the common law, the compact between the king* and 
' the public servant is so far binding that the latter is cri- 
minally responsible for any neglect ; and I assert that it 
is so, on the authority of the learned an4 honourable ma- 
nager who so lately delivered his opinion on this subject. 
But we shall see Jf the compact were not more obliga- 
tory upon Lord Melville than upon any other man. ' He 
said to the public, you shall perform, your, contract to the 
last farthing. I say, to him, he shall do so. .Even speak- 
ing of civil rights, if we were to employ figures to ascer- 
tain the demand the country has upon him, I -declare, 
there vvould be a great surplus against him. The reso* 
lutions of the House of Commons have been -stated pre- 
fatory to the articles of the charge, and the learned 
counsel says, that there is another, which would put ‘the 
matter in a. different point of view,, and -which is not 
stated. No doubt, after the resolutions were- passed, 
a Lord Melville' was bound in honour to do nothing in op- 
position to them. And what was the second resolution 
which ‘was read by the learned counsel? The, Commons 
say, that they will make laws for the regulation* of, the 
office of the Treasurer of the Navy: what does Lord 
Melville do in the interval, knowing this decision of par- 
liament to be thus solemnly expressed? He says, I will 
in the mean time acbwithout controul, and avail myself 
of myjiberty until the resolution shall pass into a law. 
Was the Common's* House indoctum? If lawyers were 
necessary, had they no lawyers within its .walls to express 
its meaning? The fact in evidence -is, that he did really 
apply paltry sums to his own use, and that he did this in 
the first instance, by driblets which he afterwards ven- 
tured to perform with a bolder hand. The learned coun* 
sel exercised much pleasantry on these small insignificant 
- amounts which took their course from the Exchequer into 
the account of his lordship; and he said, he took this 
'sort of amusing way from me, who am not much gifted 
with a talent, of that kind. He reminded me of a certain 
guinea, and I wish that guinea had got into the possess 
sion of the learned counsel who,.by ingenuity, obtained 
a verdict contrary to evidence and fact. This guinea, 
my 'lords, travelled into the pocket of a statesman who 
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knew its merits, but would not appreciate it above its 
value. It was present at the interview between the 
illustrious Chatham and the gallant Wolfe, just before he 
left this country on that expedition to which his life was 
forfeited. I wish, my lords, that guinea had been a wit- 
ness to these transactions : if it had gone to the Treasurer 
of the Navy, what would have been the gratifying re- 
flections it would have indulged. I am destined to re- 
lieve the comfortless widow, or deserted orphan, or lam 
hastening to the ports of the kingdom to reward the 
brave sailor who has fought the battles of his country. 
But what was my surprise, when I was taken to the chest 
of the banker, and from thence dismissed to pay some 
paltry bill? what was my indignation, when I was paid 
off with ten thousand companions on a secret service, 
which personal convenience would not reveal, or at last, 
having become scarce, I w f as reserved for the day of trial, 
and then conveyed into the pockets cf his lordship’s legal 
advisers. ' 

*' But, my lords, to proceed with the evidence. Wc 
have traced the naval money into the hands of Lord Mel- 
ville: 1st, By the evidence of living witnesses, we have 
shown, that certain sums were taken from the Exchequer, 
and the place to which they were *conve)ed. Wc have 
£iven testimony to three distinct sums intercepted from 
three Exchequer payments the one of 45,0001 , another 
of 50,0001 , and a third of 93,0001. .With respect to all 
these, we have not proved whither they did go We have 
shown that they did not go to the proper place, i hat 
they did not enter the pay-office we know trom the re- 
ceipts of Mr. Douglas. With respect to part at least, 
we have proved, that on a certain day, a bank note wa$ 
taken at the Exchequer by the Paymaster, who, instead 
of delivering it to the proper office, carried it to Messrs. 
Drummonds, or gave it to Mr. Dundas, or some other 
person to pay it into the noble defendant’s account at the 
shop of those bankers. 

“ Wien the learned counsel say, seeing the proot to 
be irresistible, * What have )ou acquired by this. A 
paltry bdnk note. As if the noble defendant were some 
insolvent debtor.* I thank them for this, and 1 call upon 
them, and upon any of jour lordships, and the . 



judges around you to declare, if a more strict proof be 
required in a case of forgery than that which has been 
brought home to the defendant. 

The learned counsel say, that the life of Lord Mel- 
ville is nothing in Ins own estimation compared to his 
fame. So it is, I acknowledge, with every virtuous and 
honourable mind; but so it is not with a man who will 
condescend to the meanness of peculation. I call -upon 
your lordships to ask your own feelings, 'if they would 
not have been more acute, were the noble defendant 
under trial for his life. The greatest penalty a man can 
pay is his life. What is the punishment g! forgery ? 
Death. 

“ Arc men to he tried, my lords, in this ’happy country 
by equal Jaws, and will yon condemn a miserable pauper 
for the forgery of a one pound note? If I show that Lord 
Melville has peculated to the extent of a thousand of 
these, shall he not be subjected to the same Jaws ? If 
this were the only oflencc distinctly proved against his 
lordship it may not be the only crime perpetrated. When 
the unhappy wretch who has forged <o the amount of a 
dinner is brought before you, why is he executed? XoL 
because he has defrauded the individual or the public of 
•3 k, but because you suppose him to have forged to the 
extent of 10,000k, and he has become a dangerous 
member of society. Apply this to the noble lord. 

But this is not -the only act -that should subject him 
to penal consequences; we have proved many others: 
but the learned counsel are dissatisfied with our proof. 
I do not wonder that they are dissatisfied with it, but l 
should be surprised if they discredited it, when wc pro- 
duce the hand writing, and the witness who swears to 
his own hand writing, wc think we have gone a great 
way to substantiate our evidence. But the learned coun- 
sel are not content, and they ask the witness, * Have 
•you any recollection of the business?’ However respecta- 
ble the talents of men may be, however retentive their 
memories, in transactions of this kind, they must confide 
in their writing of th'eir own entry. I should think, that 
■the experience of the learned counsel, even in their own 
profession, would show the impossibility of bringing to 
their oiinds a distinct image of the affair at such a“dis- 
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tance of time. It is not Jong since, a late noble and 
learned chief justice (Lord Alvanly) was trying a cause; 
during its progress, he insisted positively that he had 
not given an opinion on a certain.subject contrary to that 
he, was then delivering. Such is the imperfection of hu- 
man memory, that his own signature was attached to the 
opinion so given. The book containing it was presented 
to him. At first, in the confidence of his own accuracy, 
he declined to inspect it, but at last, being modestly en- 
treated, he was, over-persuaded, and he exclaimed, on 
examining the entry, ‘ There it is as true as God’s in 
Gloucester.’ - Lord Mansfield was the great luminary of 
legal science; before he delivered an opinion, he rea- 
j sotted upon it to die utmost stretch of his capacious abi- 
lities. To him an instance occurred of the same kind as 
that I have just explained, with respect to the other no- 
bleman. This signature was shown to him, and the opi- 
nion of William Murray, attorney general, was diametri- 
cally opposite to that of William Earl of Mansfield, Lord 
Chief Justice of the Court of King’s Bench. 

“ I admit that the. learned counsel has taken none but 
fair advantages, but I assert, that he has taken all that 
were fair. Passing over then minute objections to the 
- mode in which the recollection is pressed, and the confu- 
sion into which one of the witnesses was thrown, with 
respect.to the figure 7 and 6, by the kind assistance of 
the learned counsel, I call upon your lordships to recol- 
lect, that this is not the only JOOOI, Bank note which we 
have proved. There was another that went directly from 
the Exchequer to Messrs. Moffats, to pay a bill, drawn 
from Edinburgh, "for account of Lord Mclsillc. Then 
the learned counsel say broadly, for want of testimony to 
rebut this, that the thing is impossible. My lords, 1 re- 
membera gentleman, who was an indifferent whist-player, 
answered this sort of argument forme by anticipation; 
He had a most excellent band of cards, and a by-standcr 
betted on his success: unfortunately be lost not only his 
own money but that of this spectator of the game, wn®t • 
with some animation exclaimed, ' With such 'cards it 
was impossible to lose the game'’ • It may be so, re- 
plic(* ^ ,n * httt 1 ftart* Inst it-* 
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The learned counsel seemed to be surprised^". 



precisely what I stated in the opening was confirmed to 
the same extent by the witnesses. To persons not ac- 
quainted with the habits of lawyers, such a circumstance 
would excite no astonishment. My intention Was, not 
to overstate any thing; but to prepare your lordships* 
minds fairly for the proofs I had to adduce, and to stretch 
no inferences beyond what they would justify. An emi- 
nent person, in giving an answer to a case, always made 
it a principle to forget the strong parts of it; as I am ad- 
verting to the habits of lawyers, I think it right to ob- 
serve, that the learned counsel, on the present occasion, 
have closely imitated his example. 

“ I said, we should prove, not only that Lord Melville 
had taken to his own account the monies to which I have 
just spoken, but that on the 25 th of May, 1785 , a cer- 
tain draft was drawn by A. Douglas, payable to George 
Swaffield, which never came into the hands of that per- 
son, but was passed to the same account with the forme? 
amounts. This person was a witness, and although 
above eighty years old, he is in the full possession of his 
faculties, and he has told your lordships, he had riot the 
money. My lords, a sum to the amount of 120001., was ne- 
gociated in this way. "We show your lordships, that the 
20001. was paid in Bank notes of 10001. each. We 
prove that such Bank notes were paid at the time into 
Lord Melville’s account at Messrs. Drummonds, by Mr. 
Douglas. There is but one thing wanting to complete 
the proof, and the cause of that deficiency we satisfacto- 
rily explain. What do we further present before your 
lordships? We have given it in evidence, that it was of 
importance to Lord Melville to make up his account, he 
being at that time overdrawn, and by this expedient he 
relieved his account of a charge of interest. . 

<c Have you not then proofs as complete as the nature of 
the case can possibly admit? It might have been said, that 
these sums were paid for the salary of his lordship; but, 
in the present case, that would be no answer, for the sa- 
lary had been paid up to a small fraction; and had it not 
' been so paid up, the course of office was for bills to be 
paid to the Treasurer in discharge of his salary. 

<c One misrepresentation had been. made, and it was 
-this. It had been said, that Mr, Douglas was the pri- 
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vate' agent of Lord Melville, but it Was now in proof,- 
that he only acted as Paymaster. Then there w-arano- 
ther misrepresentation which had pervaded the whole of 
the argument of the leading counsel for the noble defend- 
ant, and. was subsequently adopted by his learned friend 
who assisted him, lie said, there was no limit, that the 
Treasurer might draw upon the Exchequer without re- 
striction before passing the act; that he had only to go 
to the Treasury, specify the heads of service, and get the* 
money at his pleasure. After this, they contend, that he 
might put the money into the hands of Messrs. Drum- 
monds, or any one else, and there let it fructify, for his 
own profit. 

“ The presumption at least from the course of office, on 
which the learned gentlemen have so much insisted, is 
strongly against their position. - The Tank was the 
place of deposit when Lord Melville came into office > 
it was so up to the time when MriTrolter undertook the 
Peymastership ; and it was never removed from thence 
under the authority of Lord Melville, but for corrupt, or 
unexplained purposes. 

. “ Having stated these matters, and supported them by- 
evidence not deficient a hair’s breadth, and having proved 
the former with only the small point of deficiency under 
the circumstances explained, we shall next proceed to 
show, that we have given testimony by the balances at 
the Bank, that certain sums were not there, which, ac- 
cording to the ordinary courseof business, would have been 
there, if they were, not in the pocket of the Treasurer or 
liis agents, or at interest somewhere for bis advantage. 

“4 said, I should show to your lordships most’ accu- 
rately by these balances, that all our statements tr ere 
confirmed by official document. We have ptoteil it, 
they arc so. We state certain deficiencies or difference, 
if the learned counsel so please, for I a ill not quarrel 
about names; hut I would say, ns was before observed 
in the time of Philip, when the term traitors was used, 

I like to call tilings by their names, 

“ yVc have shown a difference, (for so 1 will call it 
in condescension to liieir wishes,) of ID, 0001. when Lord 
Melville went out of office; mid tins difference was «'* 



creased in the first month of his retirement to 23,0001. 
Wc have not been able to prove in what way progres- 
sively this balance was increased, hut we have given evi- 
dence to the actual increase; and not only, to the fact of 
the diminution, but to the mode of it; and we have far- 
ther shown, that the money went into the hands of pri- 
vate persons. It was said, that the 10,0001. had gone to 
Messrs. Muir and Atkinson.” 

Mr. Adam rose to controvert this observation. • ' 

(Mr. Whitbread interposing, resumed) <c I am about 
to correct myself. The foundation of that statement 
arose in the cross-examination with which Callcndar was 
pursued, and it was said, that if Messrs. Muir and At- 
kinson were a house of credit, the noble defendant had 
a right to put the money there. I listened to the learned 
counsel with threat attention, vet I have no doubt he is 
just in his present objection. But to proceed. "We 
have proved then, that there was an increase in the defi- 
ciency to this extent, and we have shown two payments 
to the amount of 15,4001., and 1000b, and another lOOOl. 
from Messrs. Muir and Atkinson, or paid from their 
account. If the learned counsel had had any means of 
repelling this, he might have examined Mr. Robert Dun- 
das to it, and he knows very well, that the books of 
Messrs. Muir and Atkinson are in existence, and that 
he might have procured them if they would have served 
his purpose. Why did he not, upon the cross-examina- 
tion, try to disprove the facts ? Yet, if Lord Melville had 
received no interest from the house, he might easily have 
obtained an advantage in another way, equally if not more 
beneficial. Is it no advantage to assist a house in exten- 
sive credit? Might not the noble defendant reasonably 
expect a return for this pecuniary assistance? Posts of 
honour , and profit are no inheritance, at least not in the 
present case, and the man who is liable to be thrown out 
of power, and wanting ready cash to make up his ac- 
counts, may find the aid of such a house of no small con- 
sequence to his credit and reputation. 

“ But the learned counsel says, that there is a material 
distinction, between claims of this kind on a Treasurer, 
and on an Ex-Treasurer. Surely, it will not be seriously 
intended, that when a man enters into compact for a cer- 
tain 
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tain duty of this hind, the moment he ceases to he 
surer, he may abandon his ’compact, although he retain 
the balances which Came into his hands under it. Then 
they raise a difficulty, and say, where are they to place 
it? Don't be uneasy about this, put it into the flank; 
that is the safe and proper depository. Again, they 
complain, that the flank will make use of it. Are not 
the Governor and Company of this institution a char- 
tered body? Have they not a public depository, and hate 
they not a right to the advantages incident to it ? The flank 
may do this, because it is sanctioned by Parliament: 
Lord Melville may not, because he has no such au- 
thority. 

« “ Lord Melville has himself relieved us of some impe- 
diments which might have presented themselves in the 
course of our proof; for it is no longer- uncertain, whe- 
ther he took the money, ior he has himself repaid it. 
This applies to the 90001. out cf the 10,0001. which he 
took out of the account of one Treasurcrship, in order to 
discharge the claims of another. 

i( I have said, that the demand on him was increased 
to 23,0001. ; in April following it was reduced to 7,0001.; 
and he returned into office a debtor for precisely this 
amount. 1 

,c Then for the operations which took place when his 
lordship was a second time Treasurer of tht Navy j 
which wc have improperly called a transfer; in fact, it 
vras the act of cc&wing wew drafts for the new Treasu- 
re rship, in order to discharge the claim in the old j and 
this was on the 2ffth of May, 17S5, and the whole debt 
was reduced to l,ff00l. t the amount being in the old ac J 
count, at the death of Mr. Douglas 10,6001., a part of 
which we have proved to have been employed corruptly 
for the private advantage of the noble defendant. 
k ** There is one thing asserted by the learned counsel, 
not only without any evidence, but contrary to all the 
evidence in the ca'-e. They said, that he could not, if he 
were so disposed, have paid in the money. The officer 
from the Exchequer has proved, that money may be paw 
in’ by a public officer upon account, whenever given, and 
•your lordships will distinctly recollect^ that when I pdt 

the question a second time, with the view to imprest 11 
1 noon 



upon your minds, for attempting'to prove the same thing 
twice, by the same witness, I was very properly corrected 
by the court. It will also be remembered, that the 
learned counsel asked, with great apparent solicitude, 
if it were intended that this trial should £ last for ever/ 
by such repetitions of, established facts? If this had been 
on the recollection of the learned counsel, he would have 
declined making the assertion of which I now complain. 

“ The learned counsel find some fault with the mana- 
gers of the Commons for exhibiting a supplementary ar- 
ticle against their client. The truth is, that they did feel 
themselves in some difficulty about it. Wc thought that 
we could have supplied all the matter in proof we re- 
quired under the former articles ; but we conceived that 
our duty to the Commons’ House involved another duty 
to the defendant, and from the view of this double obli- 
gation, we presented this additional charge. But I am 
not surprised, that, the learned counsel should quarrel 
with this article, because it enabled us to establish an 
evidence on broad grounds. If we had to proceed, 
through narrow defiles, wo should have been obstructed 
step by step, for which I would not blame the learned 
counsel, for when we had once arrived, it was all over 
with this case. We have now fixed, by whatever means 
5s not material, this 10,b00l. indisputably upon Lord 
Melville. . 

<c But there is another matter of charge connected with 
this particular. Lord Melville acknowledged himself 
to .be the possessor of a sum' of this kind j, he declared 
himself to be so on the 11th of June, 1805, and in the 
-presence of the Commons of Great Britain, avowed, 
that he would not reveal its application from motives 
of public duty, private honoui, and personal convc- 
f nience. 

cc The learned counsel had taken a course in answer to 
this, which was the only one they could pursue; they 
have united, as it were, the reputation of Mr. Pitt with 
that of Lord -Melville, and they have boldly asked, if a 
.sum. not of 10,0001. but of, 40,0001. had not been em- 
ployed with the same secrecy by a minister, whose incor- 
ruptibility was unquestionable. Do you, they enquire, , 
flpmand from Lord Melville \ybat you would not have 
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sought fiom his illustrious colleague?" I say of Mf. Pitt 
what I would say of eveiy other minister, that he had 
no light to dcdaic, that he had used the public money, 
and would never reveal its application. AVherc was this 
declai ation made? In the very sanctuary of liberty, u bicli 
the learned counsel has so often -ntimcd. Before the 
guaulians of the public purse, and to no individual 
among these, would he unfold the mystery. He came 
with a magnanimous’ resolution to tell Us, that he li.ul 
applied the money, and he cairied this affected magna- 
nimity to an impeachable extent, when he announced 
that he would not disclose the secret; no, not to the 
public; — no, not to the Commons; — no, not to tlic Ca- . 
binet; — no, not to the King; — no, not to bis own 
mind. ■* , » 

‘ 1 “'Is it to be permitted for any man to say, that be has . 
employed the public money, and that he will not reveal 
its application, and to assign motives unexplained of 
public duty, private honour, and personal convenience,, 
for the concealment. 

u If I were to trouble your lordships with the senti- 
ments surh a bold assertion would inspire, at any da}*, 
much more twenty-five years ago, you would understand 
the indignation which might be felt on this’ occasion. 
Such was the feeling with which it was heard on this re- 
cent occasion. Many of the Membcis of the Commons 
expressed it strongly, and I have proved the fact by a 
witness, who lias not been contradicted. The fact wc 
have, established, and on this chaige, you must convict 
the accused. 

" But, my lords, after all this faicc of mystery, what is 
the case ? Wc have piovcd, that he did not disclose any 
secret, because, in ti nth, there was nothing to tell. .There 
was no such sum as *JO,OOOl. applied to any distinct pub- 
lic service. Wc have traced cvciy item in the account 
with industry, mid this conclusion is the result. 

41 My lord 5 ?, there arc many parts of this case which 
enjoin on me the performance of n very painful duty. 
Not because it is painful to me to declai e what I do »» 
the piescncc, and before the face of the noble lord, be- 
cause wlmtcvei may he my sensibility towards him, froni 
tfic consideration of what is due from me to my counin, 

. * J 
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I may be permitted to say, I never saw Jhim with more 
pleasure than ,at the present moment. This fact then, 
my lords, is proved, it is true, as the learned counsel 
said, by. a single witness, but the words were spoken in 
the presence of four hundred attentive auditors, who 
might have been called to contradict the testimony. My 
lords, it is proved by one of the managers of the House 
of Commons, and he was that manager wiio had con- 
veyed a certain box to the Committee, and who had con- 
tributed so much to the amusement of the learned coun- 
sel. 

“ Then these gentlemen complain; that we have not 
fulfilled the intention we expressed of calling evidence 
in confirmation of this insulated proof. My lords, it is 
correct, it was our design to call farther evidence, and 
the person who was to depose to this fact, was one of 
the most dignified men in the kingdom ; it was, my lords, 
the Speaker of the House of Commons. But when the 
cross-examination of the manager had proceeded some 
way, those who appear for the Commons did not chuse 
that such an eminent person should submit to this mode 
of interrogation : they were apprehensive, that the treat- 
ment their colleague had received would he resumed when 
that distinguished character should be called. 

“ Indeed, the reputation of no one seemed to be per- 
fectly safe in the hands of the learned counsel ; he had 
the talent of being extremely -witty, and he well knew 
how to direct the shaft of ridicule. Perhaps he thought, 
when he employed this weapon, I was acting in a capacity 
of the duties of which I was ignorant, and that although 
I had taken much pains, they might terminate in disap- ' 
pointment if he could disarm me, by irritating my feel- 
ings. He said, 1 will take off the general, and he plan- 
ted himself behind a.pamphlet, and threw his darts with- 
out danger. His, expectations are disappointed, my ar- 
dor is not cooled, my fire is not extinguished. I remem- 
ber a story of a young pfficer, who told the Duke of 
Marlboro ugh, that he was on the point of rendering him 
a most important service, Yarn taking off the com- 
.jpaiidirig, officer of the, enemy.” The Duke of Marlbo- 
^ rough replied, “ You could not do me more mischief.” 
So, in'iliis case, had: the learned counsel succeeded iff 

2 2 rendering 
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rendering me ponei less,' otW'coiiimandcii; \iould hii.c 
risen far more capable of discharging my duties. Tins 
•pioject liould fiave been as illusive ns that of the jjirlV, 
"ho killed the old womans cock,' that their tnoininns 
lepose might not he 1 ' interrupted. He was auare, that 
there was a reputation J to, be safcnficed; either mine, or 
that of lus k client p and, if he could destroy mine, die 
knew it would be a veiy' essential service to the noble 
defendant. 1 * i t * r 

* Bht what does the evidence ambunt to 3 This witness 
says, that Lord Melville took possession of accitamsum 
of public money, the application of which he would jitft 
reveal for motives Explained. The same witness was ex* 
aniined as to a variety of other things, and lie was pres- 
sed fora particular date of the 11th of June, and not 
only this, but upon his recollection of the balances. 
The learned counsel thus gets him into court, and nrtt 
only expects Imn to repeal the balances, but also the 
speech of Lord Melville, and his memory is to 1 coord, if 
any passage in that speech ueic favourable to Lord Met* 
villes chaiacter. My lords, I could easily remember the 
date, because the 1 1th of June is to be a day memorable 
in the sera of* your lordships* honour, 1 and of the justice 
of the country. But there arc particular circumstances 
■which lead me to the remembrance of this day, and of 
another, the 8th of Apiil, which arc) perhaps* the 
only dates to which I can speak with' equal satisfaction. 
There are, my lords, in the histoiy of every man, how* 
ever obscure, certain dies jiotandi. Some, indeed, bring 
to the minds of the children thd gallant exploits of* their 
ancestors, others have their memory impressed, JjJ>c my- 
self, by moie humble events." Now, my loids; the 1 1th 
of June is to me a die* iwtandus. On' the 1 J th’ bf June 
my fathci set up in business. On the 1 Jtld of Juno he 
annually^ balanced jiis accounts; and on the JJth'of 
June his son was required to assist him in this laboribus 
duty. On the 1 1 th of June he knew the progressive in- 
crease of his substance, ant) the generous 'fruits of las 
honest industry. On the 1 1th 'of June 107 fathci dted, 
and the day on which a good man dies is not tube fur- 

* “ Then -on (be 8th of April. KJOO, Lord Middle^ 
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was impeached for nearly the same crimes which the no- 
ble defendant is now charged. 

“ As to the rest the witness has stated, in answer to 
the learned counsel, and to the mere averments of the 
learned .counsel, that’ he believed Lord Melville said so, 

I did not say he had not said so, but I have proved he 
bad not done what he represented. The fact is, that 
JLo,rd Melville did make a positive' declaration, and the 
object of his speech was, to exculpate himself by equi- 
vocahex pressions.” . • , 

t. The honourable manager concluded in the following 
manner : ' jy,. 

« ;i “ i: My.' lords, as Iong-as v your posterity. shall represent 
this illustrious Court,. of Judicature; as long as. the 
events of the country are transmitted, to. those descend-. 

, ants j on -the page of history ; nay, even, as, long, .as the. 
radiant orb of heaven .expands his cheering beams over. 

- the. earth,. ,L trust, will the impeachment, be carried down 5 
through-revolving ages; and I glory in. the reflection, 
that my, humble name will appear in the same annals,, hot 
on account of. my personal merits, but from the blaze of 
that refulgence by .which I am surrounded. .* * . 

. “ I believe, my lords,. I have proceeded with. some, 
regularity through the whole of these articles. I am, in- 
deed, most .anxious to omit nothmg; but, on a hasty 
l’eview of what I have urged, and of ..such only my pre- n - 
sent situation, admits, I am not aware that I have rieg-- 
lected any thing important to the subject. I am sorry , to. 
have reason to ask your indulgence to, procrastinate the 

• trial one additional day. Certainly, on my account^ I 
do. not -seek it; in point of mental preparation,..! ain 
perfectly ready to enter on the sequel of the duty I have’ 

• undertaken ; and my physical strength is in no degree im- 
paired by the present .exertion ; if I were to discontinue, 
there would occur no pause so proper as the present ; and, 
if T were to, persevere ,to the conclusion,' it would detain 
your lordships much beyond the usual time. Considering, . 
I have had to reply to speeches which have, occupied 
.twelve “ : solid hours”, of your lordships valuable time, I 
do not think my request will be deemed unreasonable. - .. 
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i/it, court having been opened with the usual forms.' 
Sir. Whitbread continued his reply to the 1 followin'’ 
effect: J % 

" He said, “ that he had already traced to the possession 
df the nohle defendant one sum 'of 10,600/. which ho‘ 
IjatJ charged him' with having applied conuptly to his 
ow n private' purposes. He had also stated to their Lord- 
ships/he on cumstaheo of the tno debta of 1,000/. each. 
The eighth article of Impeachment retpccled nnothersum’ 
of 10,000/. of which Lord Melville possessed himself in' 
a manner, and under circumstances v cry similar to what 
hb had already stated respecting the former sum. 0 ho 
learned Cc ’ " * r • j 1 — ■ i»i ^...ri, 

to persuid ! ■ ■ ’ ■ 

plied, ‘not ■ ... c 

servite,' in a manner like mat m which me uv<,iaa,i. .,ud' 
been applied. The Commons lion ever charged blmvvith 
having applied those sums, not to any service by which 
Ahf pushUr mvgvVe, Ac” Jwwv&tnd, ,W ,tv> .w'.v > 

private' emolument.’ They charged him nDt only with 
ah illegal, but with a corrupt application of the public • 
mohey. Even if tfpsse sums neie applied in the ivno l 
manner iis ihe 40,0001. the illegality of such application -- 
of it would be, inconUMible. Jf the application of that . 
4,0,0001 had not been illegal, there would have been no 
occasion to get a lull of indemnity to protect those who 
advised it ,The circumstances however, respecting that ■ 
sum, were fully explained previous to the granting the ’ 
ihdeipnity ; but as to those sums, no explanation had 
been given, and the defendant was now too late fot ex* 
planation, even if it were possible. The pcriodtifexpi*”' , 
nation was passed when hc_, stood upon his defence, - 

charged with a positive violation of the law. Ifniyelu* t 
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cidatiori could :? have been ;giyen, it . might . baye been 
• brought forward; :at .the time rthat jthe circumstances rest 
peering the 40*000/.. were; explained.. ; ; Then,, ifdjb had' ap*> 
peared that the .money chad been; honestly ; applied, for 
public, service, ah indemi>itydwould.haye been granted 
to protect himifrom . .the consequences of Vjiolhting.the 
law. . During, the.time^that. jllustrarion could ^haye been 
permitted/ and would have availed -him, .^not atvbrd had 
been said about tlie money; being applied tp.-public-serT, 
vices:;.', but how,: < when he stood ;upon, his defence,, his 
counsel haddaboured by; their. suggestions to induce tbeir 
Lordships toibelieve, that those <su.ms might, jigvejbeen 
applied in; such a manner a's Icon Id; be justified, if lthe .cir- 
cumstances were cleared up.; : Why- were they not ex- 
plained during all that, time ; riiat was ; open .to explana- 
tion ? The reason ivas,- that explanation which tpey .had 
Suggested- was a mere, ‘Sham’. '.Those .su njs h ad never - 
been applied ;to public purposes, it would; be.-s een, 
that they : had drawn others with' them, into ; : the , general 
vortex of corruption. » There 1 eould not, be: a jd'P'u.hj/ but 
that : the pu blic* money had .been , exposed r *tp . ; hazard and, 
risk- of doss-in those .transactions, : .which were charged, 
not only as illegal, but corrupt.; ? > How djd it happen that ; 
it was only in Lord:Melville’s department, r .th,at such use ; 
was made of the balances ? ! Did the Accountan t General, 


or .the Receiver. .General of the &and Tax- suppose. , they *' 
plight apply^the public money, in a similar mannpr-f 'Or if 
theyhad supposed so, would not they have been iinme-' 
diately .the , .objects- of criminal prosecution ?.. lTlien the .' 
honorable; manager considered the expressions; used by 
Lord Melville in the House of Commons, with respect’ 
to; this sum of 10,000/. he could not. but consider it as, 
a great aggravation of his lordship’s offence, nor could lie, 
when .be was upon this part of the subject, pass over in', 
silence -the sneering observations made by one of his 
learned Counsel {Mr. Plomer) upon that ‘ Sanctuary of 
Liberty*’:’ It was; a sanctuary in .which Liberty had dwelt 
in the worst of times, and in which she still’ loved .to r&~ 
sid& There was nothing so sacred, or so fevered among 
hien N , that might. not, by certain tones of voice be turned 
for a moment, into ridicule, and contempt. The most 
admired passages in pur most admired writers might, be/ 

read 
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ifcad'in' shch'a mannei as to disgust instead of pleasi»» 
The high 'dignity and'hbnors winch their 'Lordships pos- 
sessed, 'the'stars'ahd garters vhiehwvere given as the ’rev 
ward ’Of distinguished merit tlie scarlet-robes in which 
the dcfdges-wcre dappati-lled ; 'the emblems of Majesty 
, ' ‘ 1 ■’ ie might all 

nhen the 

‘ 1 a’ manner, 

and with 'such tones, ptiie Commons of, the United Kin*. 
dob, -should speak-ofitlic’sacrcd residence of British Lt- 
■ " * 1 his man- 

■ i momenf 

■ the duty 

> ndenvour 

by a diRerem umuiici, ftiKi tinier cut lone.', lusupport and 
raise v(ip possible)!) the'» dignity of that asylum 'and 
‘Sancttiaty" of "Liberty.’ 'Ile'-sbould endeavour, ns had 
heed bhdutifulty expressed by the poet Cowper,' to whose 
iitunesahe'alul relation' we were also 'much Indebted, " 
—(Mr. Whitbread litre alludcd’to Mr." 1 Cou per, „v near 
relation of the Poet’s, Clerk to the House of'Lorcfs/’prc- 
sent'in'-Court) to raise bis voice to such aislrain,' ns be 
thought b'eebnlingiDritain : ' ’ ' 1 1 i • i ( » » i, ,• 

1U - tr„ b(d mtlhoughf,' while sliolibcrh Sang, 'J ' ' ’ ‘ 
3tJ J liberty only to hear/’ - ' . * » . 

In support of their charges, tlie honorable 'managers had 
bben'oblifjtd'to have iccourse to 'the evidence ’ofTrottcr, 
as Trotter, li as the only lfumnb being w 116 could reical the 
truth oftluKe sCctet and 'mvs'tei ious transactions. . The 

‘ ■ - .• • 1 r l.l • r- 


detenuuin. lie ,ntij -•> - .._ .. ■ 

oncl wliose'mcmoty was 1 much impaired, and that tlicrt- 
f ore' his testimony should 'not be much )clied t ujion. It 
bad appeared, however, Upon the examination, that Mr. 
Trotter bad given bis evidence in a manrtcr ditferent from' 
what 'might have been expected on either ’side. TW ( 
honorable manager did not seek to discredit the testi- 
mony of Trotter, but he would by no means allow, tlrat 
all the other testimony which tho managers bad lirougnt 
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•vilegc f but be subimt^c du6 to the m th6 

*?<& *e «* T 

in c0 ' is 't‘ el »° t0 " y acmennov ^ io n. T!.e 

-of any "\ tnC / the words aoQ .^to consult .. pen v epve- 
■vvitness, b ut *'t j <a \ 5 o be ta s 'fYottcr bad , been 

^IiU a *^ d bd*? 

honorable n ■ ° cU tcd nia 1 » • cU bis ® v eK anii- 

sented as a b e bad ^ ^ inost sevci e , . ^ 

circidaicd, ‘ b e bad mid » . though it , nyC vs, 

.their- « S£ffio'. <*- 

nat ’ii' 5 nse of Commons P“,' app 0U ’ leC " ft | n an d at as 

las, .'hat r.-o a he. came \ lw0 mmotes. a w 

nation, t ^ e ^ g? «ed for “a ftom. a»5 es, Mr- 

was not W?*5 was produce con?eq« d a ve . 

ther.'ibe..*>'h& 0 v any, f «£.-$j*e»cr recoup iJiel . e 
"give his. fey '• . h ? .'^General rg . 

.yVhithread co« . , . t0 ftie tnai r^fupon **'?£.. d Weft 

’.cent, case, (.a . 0 alld shrug .c^^ juifconS^ . ■ Garv°"T) 

t\ie sudden .p. a bo vittiesss t?> ; counsel (W* 0 f the 
’Station of “^ an d etoqnenj. « s catf eonvey 

upon.hy, 3 m j re stT0 „g than,® tya»»' , ° bt expreS; 

f » P'S n,e story that U"^ p |^tter might ate Lords hips 

'; s ive;^ e .? ce ^his own c P°^ d 'Eury: 
"tdeta^ i U {ph P ed forward,^ ^ 3 bnfovtbn^ - ^ friends 

^^fus mtbe succour *? 
• .^.b e .‘h rv b ' a t episode } v . a ^ camp.° f . vere . weardy ?b“ 
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poking ; on ^ their Anris ‘had committed great slaughter. 
.Eurjaltisiras disco\ eied by the spoil n hidl lie had talen, 
trheri hisctmipahiotl rushed impetuously forward to saie 
tnna, tn ^hhre hi& fate 11 He } tdok the vrhblc donsequcnces 
of the act Upoii him sbtf, and declared > t 

i * '^ e * P e » af * sum qui iect» i a me comer tile ferrum, 

Oil ftniuh 1 ‘ 

* r The quotation of the learned counsel was correct as 
faf^as it went} but why did he stop short ? Why did he 
not add jthe.words immediately subsequent, * »7 cafutus 
otJinis.’ Ihey perhap3 would not have sounded so well 
as applied to the present case. They wished, liou- 
«\er, to shew to their jLordships that the guilt of their 
Xuryalus Was only his too great confidence and attach- 
ment to Mr. Tiottei. t , 

i TaMotn!nfi.licent fa'umuiti dilextt amicum 
It was evident, indeed, that if therd had been any 
strong personal feeling evinced by Mr. Trotter in his 
ihanncf of giving his evidence, it was th6 wish to take 
upon hlmscltall tlie/iauil, dtid l a1l the mult which attend- 
ed those ^transactions , add ytt, Mr. Trotter might w ell 
complain of being reduced 10 the necessity of defending 
I\is friend at the expence of his own character; he might 
complain of those friends who would uecept of such a de- 
fence.’" ^ \ t • 

The honourable mnnflg&t* hbw chtcrcd into some ob- 
servations on the character of Mr. Trotter. He applied 
a few remarks to the construction of tile rict, as assisted 
hy the context ( twsciho e Sduis) and Compared the corf- 
duct of Lord Melville In the office of Treasurer of the 
sNavj, with that of hi* successors, He then continued : 

** The lenitocd counsel had indeed great confidcnccin 
the popular topics they had introduced, if they supposed 
them s u Qic Fent entiiely to £hakc the tmntl* oftbeir Lord- 
ships, and to gain nn nc^bittal bf thb defendant, nfict so 
toauy proofs us we have adduced of his guilt ~ By the 
coiutnon rules of judging of hlnocCnee or guilt, whateii- 
‘deuce -was considered strohger than the destruction of 
tho'-c papers or documents Winch would thfow ihc eteafy 
, ■ - ■ ■- v Lord Melville, ir teewed, 

■ ■ bhtl therefore it was prow- 


fele that he had' destroyed those documents, which, if^ 
they existed, might have been produced. Mr. -Trotter 
Had not absolutely ventured to say that Lord Melville 
did burn those documents and accounts, he only said, he 
believed, but he did not know. If he had .burned them, 
why did he burn them? If he had not burnt them, why. 
did he not produce them ? The presumption arising from 
- this suppression or destruction of evidence, was of itself 
an evidence so strong, as to be almost conclusive in every 
case, both of civil suit and .criminal prosecution. If the 
opposite party should destroy the title deeds of an estate, - 
would they not' be supposed, as. against him, to contain 
that title which the honourable Managers alledged ? And 
when they heard of those mutual releases and agreements, 
to destroy papers having been actually signed by the de 
fendant, it was too much to say, that his Lordship's very 
signature was not to make against him, because, forsooth 
he was such a careless and negligent man, that he believed' 
whatever Trotter chose to represent to him, and signed 
papers without knowing what they contained. They did 
not wish to try Lord Melville by any other rules of evi- 
dence than those by which other cases were governed ; 
but he' would ask, if it would be endured in any case be- 
fore the ordinary court of justice, that.a-defence should 
.be set up by a party accused, by saying he did not know 
what he was signing? He believed, when the. noble 
defendant was secretary of state, that if a person were 
brought before him, whose signature to a treasonable pa- 
per was proved, Lord Melville would not have considered 
it as any defence for the accused person to say, Tama 
careless and negligent man, and I really did not know 
the .contents or meaning of the paper I signed.’ Such a 
• -'defence, he would venture to say, could have no weight 
' 'with the noble lord, or with any court of justice in the 
kingdom. There were other topics on which the learned 
v counsel loved to dwell. They enquired, ‘ Cap any cha- 
ritable mind — can any honourable mind believe these in- 
ferences which the honourable managers have drawn?’ 
iMr. Whitbread trusted his mind was.'as ipuch alive to the 
'-general feeling of charity as the pnodsof the learned 
' counsel but he would say, that upon this oceasion.he 
had something else to attend to, and that a subject of no 

3 a less 
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)ess impoftance- Suggestions of compassion, clwity ‘and 
mercy, mete not meiely to be listened to, it vrns the duty 
of every man to attend to the proofs. It had been in evi- 
dence; and that by the confession of Lord Melville Inm- 
selfj that I lotted was in the habtt’of violating the law y 
and making profit oi the balances by his express concur- 
rence and connivance. The fact wns indisputable, and 
ii the connivance ueie not from corrnptmothcs, rt would 
be difficult indeed to assign a reason why Loid Melville 
should suftei lnmself to be so completely duped by Mr. 
Trotter. * Lord Melville, it) the fhst place, put the public 
money Out of his town conti oul, and thcicby exposed it, if 
not to loss, at leakt'io hazard : ill the next place, Mr. 
Trotter, to whom he had chosen to delegate his controul,' 
also put it out of his power by placing it in the hands of 
private bankets, which was exposing it a second time to 
loss. 'To whatiishdi might have been further exposed 
after it had been handed over to private bankers, he 
would not pretend to state. But who was this man that 
is so easily pcrstiadftd that it was for the public benefit 
that the money of the office should be exposed to those 
ivazmdS? Was it n mhn unacquainted with business, and 
completely ignorant of all money transactions? No; it 
Was a man who had had more experience in business of 
that nature than almost any other. . It was Lord Mel- 
ville; the governor of India; the secretary of state; the 
m&n that could alone unravel the confused and compli- 
cated accounts of Sir Thomas Humbold. Was this the 
man to be defended on the ground of his being igno- 
rant in matters of business, and easily duped ? Ami to 
what extent wcic their 'Loulships called upon to believe 
him duped? Tlir counsel would persuade them that he 
“really believed what was stated by Mr. Trotter, that it 
would be a great convenience to draw the money out of 
the Bank oLKnglaml, and to lodge it in the hands of 
-Meters. Coiitls. ‘ The honourable manager begged their 
•lordships to cbnkider what arguments '1 rotter could have 
Used To persuade any nton living that this was for the pub- 
•lie convenience: - Was it. that Cotitts' wtw much nearer 
than the Bunk? But -it Vas an historical fact, tint the 
•olficc was in Bi odd-stfCcd in the year 1786', when thov* 
It attractions’ first took place. It was not removed 
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1787- When-the office was in Broad-street, would.it.have, 
been possible for Trotter to -tell Lord Melville that CouttsT 
was nearer than the Bank, and consequently more cofrye- 
nient? And as for the cash payments, the argument' was 
quite against what the learnedv counsel had contended,' 
for at that time cash was only to be got .at tlie Bank, and 
paper was to be obtained at Couttsh 

“ The confessions that had been made by Lord Mel- 
ville himself, were endeavoured to be invalidated by-his 
counsel. They said that Lord Melville was taken byj 
surprise ; that questions w'ere asked him which he had no 
reason to expect- andjthat he had not time to frame .the' 
proper answers. But howvwas Lord Melville taken by 
surprize more -than -any other witness that was. examined 
on a question of property ? / . : { ^ <> ,c \t 

cc The very appointment of the Commissioners of Na- 
val Enquiry, was a notice to him to be prepared to give 
an account of the transactions of Jus administration-., 
His Lordship was apprized early in the year 1803, that 
such. examination would take place. It. was in. the mid- 
dle of 1803 that the precepts- were issued : , but his Lord- 
ship’s final examination was not concluded'until the dth^of 
November, 1804. Surely this -could not.be' called taking 
his lordship by surprize. Mr. Trotter w.as.exatnined- early 
in 1 803 ; and considering the habits of intimacy and daily 
intercourse between the noble d efe n d a n t * an d -Mr. Trot-? 
ter, it is impossible to suppose that the j latter did not im- 
mediately acquaint Lord Melville with the whole ten- 
dency of his examination, .which would have sufficiently 
prepared his lordship for the questions which would pro- 
bably be put to him. It would have been supposed, from 
/the statement of the learned .counsel, that a number of 
' witnesses had been brought against the defendant from 

o o 

obscure parts of the city, and were prepared unhooded 
.like hawks to’ pounce upon their prey. .'Lord Melville, 
however, wanted no foreknowledge of the nature of the 
questions that were .to be put to him, and he came to his 
examinations prepared for them. The learned counsel 
had spoken of the magnanimity of his replies. Where 
was this magnanimity? Was it in putting himself under 
thp protection of the 5th clause, and refusing to answer 
from fear of criminating himself? The honourable ma- 
1 ’ 3 a 2 naser 


jer bad heaid of old 'clothes in one of the led 
counsel s similes ; bnt.this fifth' clause, 'if it could m 
compared Man old coat, might better be called an \ 
claik. It was this use the delendant seemed to mai 
it, and in coining to bis examination, 1 be bad comr 
svitb the nords of a Scottish song— - 

* . * ( T»k your auld claik abooUhee,' , # 
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,f ilt was in this ‘ auld claik* that his Loidship's m iq- 
nanimity (of which so much had been heard) took si t •- 
ter. The hoble -defendant and his counsel isaid, t it 
Trbtter had been directed in June, J80& to gi\?e,ev >\ 
possible information to’ the commissioners; and jet, in 
November, 1804, he was unprepared for the examiii* 
tion, and on that account took advantage of the*5th clai i 
of the statute. Mr.* Tj otter might; as Paymaster, ha c 
drawrt the money out of the' Bank by his own anthori . 
or he might have given another person the authority ot 
doing it by power <lf attorney: if then there weic no c - 
sign of a participation of the gains, there would iiia o 
been ho occasionto ask permission of Lord Melville o 
do that which he would have done without that perm -- 
sion. ‘ If such were to be the case, no limits could bci t 
to the credit which the story of Trotter was to meet wit 
It was id vain to confound the cases ofTroiter and Lo d 
Melville, and to say that Trotter v as much more gtiii v 
itt those transactions than his Lordship. The situath » 
that the public was placed i in » from the delinquency it 
the person who was 1 at the head of the department, at 1 
from the fraud of a subordinate officer, was very difle 
ent.' If were thesuboidinHtc person who was corrop 
while the head of the department was pure, there wei 
many ways in which the corruption could be made know \ 
to the principal, and immediately punished; but whe 
the iiead himself was conupf, the detection was difficul , 
and next to impossible. In speaking of the ways ilte cot 
ruption ofsubordinate persons ntight be brought to hghi 
it reminded him of an affecting story w hich he bad licart 
There was a prisoner confined for debt in a distant conn 
ty; the hardships of the imprisonment, combined 
tlie natural love of liberty, « induced this man to aftetup 
his escape. This attempt occasioned the goakr m 
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more rigorous means of imprisoning him, and lie was sect* 
by one of his friends actually tied hand and foot to the 
floor. This friend immediately made a drawing of what 
he had seen, and took care that it should be directly sent 
to one of the principal officers under the government. The 
case was immediately enquired into, and redressed. In 
ways somewhat similar, it was always possible to in- 
form the principal of the corruption or fraud of subordi- 
nate. agents. Out when the principal himself was cor- 
rupt, what means lay open for detection'; and, above all, 
how was the corruption of Air. Dundas to be detected, 
who united in himself so many of the principal offices of 
the stale? If any man were disposed to make a com- 
plaint of the illegal and corrupt conduct of Mr. Trotter, 
where was he to go? If to the Treasurer of the Navy's 
office, there was Mr. Dundas, his friend and protector; if 
to the office of the Secretary of Slate, there he would meet 
Mr. Dundas again ; or if he should think of going to the 
highest quarter, and complaining to that minister who 
ivas now no more, .what redress could he had there? 
Mr. Pitt had been as completely deceived by Mr. Dun- 
das,. as Lord Melville's counsel would wish their Lord- 
ships to believe that he was deceived by Trotter. A com- 
plaint was in fact made to Mr. Pitt, and that from the 
highest authority, the Governor of the Bank of England ; 
and yet Mr. Pitt, whose personal integrity was not doubt- 
ed, placed so much confidence in the representations- of 
Lord Melville, that no enquiry took place in consequence 
of that communication. If it was really ignorance of bu- 
siness that was the cause of Lord Melville's being so de- 
ceived, his ignorance had been of great service to him. — 
It tvould be.folly to be wise, when ignorance could claim 
such’ great advantages which wisdom could not pretend 
to. The public money was exposed not only to risk, but 
to loss ; for it was in evidence, that a large collection'. of 
navy bills were given to Mark Sprott to sell when navy 
bills were at a discount. The loss, however, the honour- 
able manager- confessed, -was afterwards replaced ; and 
when the learned counsel for the defendant asked so em- 
phatically, ‘ I-Ias the public lost a single farthing by these . 
' transactions and when they laid such a stress on the 
word farthing , he did not mean Jo say that it had actu- 
* 4 , ally 



ally lost, but what he contended was, that it had unneces- 
sarily; hnd in a manner contrary to law,! been exposed to' 
risk. and loss for the emolument of individuals, who had 
•gained. large sums by tbr illegal application of it When 
they came to examine Mr.. Trotter about his private for- 
tune, and his means of acquiring it, he tbld the honour- 
able' manager,', he began as a clerk at SO/, per annum? 
that that salary was*aitcnrards increased ;toi 100/.; and 
when he was paymaster; it amounted tooOO/. a year: hut 
of, means so slender, he liud amassed a fortune, of be- 
tween forty and fifty thousand pounds by his own confes- 
sion. ■ 3\I r. iTrottcr, had told their Lordships with what 
indignation, Lord (Melville rejected the proposals he made 
to him, 'to apply part of the balances to the purchase of 
India Stock. The indignation of his Lordship at the pro- 
. posal was so great, that lie feared lie find lost his Lord- 
ship's favour for ever, ‘i How then did it happen, that at 
the very moment of, this indignant rejection, the confi- 
dence of Trotter was considerably increased ? From dint 
momehthe made his speculations on a larger scale; and 
yet lie would now persuade their Lordships, that tbeno- 
tilc defendant knew nothing at all of those speculations, 
or tliat-the public money was made profitable in his hands. 
Loid Melville did- not go quite so far: lie confessed, 
that lie thought Trotter might make some small profits of 
the money, by getting a premium from the. private han- 
ker. on the lodgments ; hut he would have us believe, 
that he knew nothing about his speculations, or that lie 
made any profits m tiiat way. Hat j’lan- was it fro-diM? 
Lord Melville could he ignorant of Trotter's gains.- 
•When he was in the habit of daily utul confidential inti- 
macy with him, was it possible for him to be ignorant ol 
Trotter's mode' of living?- 'lie did not mean to say that 
there whs niiy thing uncommonly sumptuous or profuse 
in Mr. Trotter's way of living, hut he lived with .the 
comforts, and in the stylo of a gentleman possessing two 
or three thousand a year. Did not Lord Melville know 
thut he had purchased Drcghorn ; and must he not have 
•known that all this was done with the profits which no 
'had made from the public money ? It certainly could not 
• have been from the savings of his salary of SOI. or loot- 
a year, nor even from his salary of 500/. when he «a| 
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paymaster. Lord "Melville must have been indeed most 
ignorant in matters of business, if he supposed that all 
this could have been done merely from the premiums a. 
private banker would give for the lodgment of money in 
ins' hands. If Lord Melville could both believe this, ancl 
also believe that when the ollice was in Broad-street, 
Coutts’ was nearer and more convenient than the Bank, 
he must indeed have been one of the most ignorant men, 
and most easily .duped, of any that ever was supposed fit 
to be entrusted with high situations under the state.” 

The honourable manager said, -that the v Commons had 
proved all the articles of impeachment down to that 
which charged the noble defendant with corrupt partici- 
pation, and observed upon the character of Lord Mel- 
ville, in answer to the observations of the learned counsel, 
of the incompatibility of the meanness attributed to the 
noble defendant, and the profuse generosity he had al- 
ways displayed ; and he illustrated the observation from 
the passage in Sallust, in which he describes Catiline, 

* Simulator ac dissimulator alieni appetens sui projiisus; 

• satis elof/uent’uc, sapiential par urn.' Mr. Whitbread 

then commented on the inconsistency of the conduct of 
Lord Melville at the first interview -with Mr. Trotter on 
the subject of India Stock’, and in the sequel of that busi- 
ness, and on the impropriety of his becoming a speculator 
in that fund as President of the Board of Controul. .lie 
then proceeded : — 

V The act of friendship on the part of Mr. Trotter, 
.and the easy yielding of Lord Melville, were not hard to 
be understood. There was no occasion for him to hear, 
or for Trotter to tell him in express terms, from what 
funds the money came. They could have understood 
each other without the use of words; signs would. have 
been sufficiently expressive. It might therefore very pos- 
sibly, be true • that Trotter never did expressly tell his 
Lordship, that this accommodation was given on account 
of the. profits that he made by his speculations with the 
public .money: but could their lordships believe that' he 
could really be ignorant of that fact? Lord Melville 
found, in Trotter a willing agent, and proper to be em- 
ployed on such occasions; and it might have been, that - 
it was. the meeting with such an agent, that suggested the 

' i»* • ' * i - 
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idea to his lordship. He found him fit and apt to b« 
employed. It reminded him of the passage in Shal- 
■speare's historical play of King John, when that smcreiqn 
wishing the death of Prince Arthur, he faintly mentioned 
it to Hubert, who zealously undercook it. When King 
John supposed the pnncc was murdered on this sugges- 
tion, his conscience smote him, and he reproached Hu- 
bei t with it: 

* IIow ofi the sight of means to do ill dc«f> 

Makes ill deeds done ' tor hadst thou not been by , 

A fellow bjr (he hand of nature- marked, , 

Quoted and sign’d to do a detd of shame, 

This murder had not conn, into my mind.* 

And again, 

* Hadst thou but shook thy hand, or made a pause, 

When I spake darkly sslut I purphsed , 

Or turned an eye of doubt upon my face, t 

Or bid mettll my tale m e>prcss vords. 

Deep shame had struck ne dumb, made mfc break ofT^ 

And t’hose thy feare might base wrought fiar in me: 

But thou didst understand me by my signs. 

And didst m signs again parley with 9111.* 

“ Trottci then understood the language of those sign?, 
and ventured, without any more authority from Lord 
Melville, to carry his high name to the alley, and to the 
money brokers. It was enough to tell, that the President 
of the Hoaid of Controul wanted money to purchase In- 
dia Stock. The hint was soon taken, and the money was 
proem ed Trotter indeed states, that upon these trans- 
actions he charged Lord Melville with an interest of fnc 
per cent. — but n bat was that to the person who lent the 
money without security < \Vhen Lord Melville ua« told, 
that ft person of the name of Lind had lent him 1000/. 
could he have 1 caddy supposed that a. stranger would 
lend him that money without a consideration, and with- 
out security? or could he have degraded IuumL so 
much, os to accept those presents and accommodations 
from strangers? It was evident, that the only ground on 
which Loid Melville could receive tho«c grtMt pecuniary 
accommodations, was on account of the profits which 
permitted Trotter to make of the balances of public mo- 
ney, All the advantage then, which he derived f?, 
these accommodations, was clearly a corrupt 



369 


pation' to that amount A very short time after, the 
J4-,OOOl. India Slock was purchased for the .defendant ; 
and he told Trotter he wished still farther to increase his 
India Stock; 2000/. more was purchased in his name 
without any consideration. Trotter himself says, he 
' does not recollect, whether there was any conversation 
about the re-payment of this money, but Lord Melville 
regularly received the dividends. I cannot conceive that 
it is possible for any circumstantial evidence to prove 
more clearly, that Lord Melville knowingly participated 
in those profits to the amount I have stated; and if he 
participated knowingly, it was a corrupt participation. 
The learned counsel for the defendant, in their popular 
cross-examination, had got Trotter to say, that Lord 
Melville never knew of any purchases made with the 
public money, specifically, nor ever knowingly received 
any of the public money by that specific name; but the 
honourable manager had shewn that he must hare known 
generally that the public money was so applied, and that 
he regularly received the dividends on what had been 
purchased in his name, although he advanced no part of 
the purchase money. The justification however, is, that 
he was a man so occupied in various, departments, that 
lie had little time to pay attention to the treasurership of 
the navy, ‘and still less, to think of his own private affairs. 
As to the purchase of 10,000/. in the loyalty loan, this cir- 
cumstance was introduced with great pomp and parade 
by his counsel, as if it were a great sacrifice winch he' 
made to the public good ; and the authority of that minis- 
ter, who is now no more, was brought forward to 
prove, that it was absolutely necessary for men in high 
situations, to set an example of contributing to that loan. 
.He did not like this perpetual appeal to dead authority ; 
he thought we had already a great deal too much 'of ir. 
If their living measures would not support them, it would 
be in vain to bolster them up by the great name -and re- 
putation of a person now in his grave. The name of 
that man was now brought forward to support every mea- 
sure that his friends wished to carry. He did not like 
their eternally dragging the corpse of Cscsar into public, 
view. It was a trick, that, if played off much longer 
would entirely lose its stage effect, and be of no further 

SB 
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.USO. If it be Said tlmt Air. Pitt also purchased in tha 
loyalty loai>, the nation has* nothing to do with it. What* 
ever might hate been the loss upon it, came among Ins 
pi tv arc debts: the' nation has paid those debts, and he 
inmseff cheerfully voted for the payment of them; But 
did any body ever say th.lt Air. Pitt applied the monev 
at the public to his private speculations, as Lord Mef- 
ville had done? 'He believed that ho would hav e died 
lather than have done it. There « as no. manner of com- 
parison between Air. Pitt itml Lord Arelville in this res- 


pect 5 and while the name' of the one is held up to ho- 
nour, the name of the other was handed don 11 to von for 


conviction. Such acts ns he had committed, were not the 
effects of negligence. The) honourable managers charge, 
and they If link they have proved, ns fares the evidence of 
circumstances cur proie if, that corruption was in his 
mind at' the linitrhc directed those pmcltases of India 
stock to he made, which stock nas bought from the pro- 
fits Of the public money, and transferred by his private 
letter of attorney. As’ to the loyalty loan stock, Trotter 
said it wits transferred to the chest account. Tliedc- 


fendant ought to have told their lordships n hat was this 
chest account. II was, 'an account that must bo known, 
and ought to lravo beeri produced. . In the cheat account, 

■’ 1 ■ 1 1 “ ‘ public; and yet, instead 

two sums of money are 
tcrest, to purchase stock 
in thd name, stlld for the separate uso.of Lord Alclville. 
Advances had also been made for the payment of private 
debts in Scotland. There was another account, the nc- • 
count current; which generally stood much against flic de- 
fendant, and in which he was usually- debtor from 10 
to <20,0001 It nus strange too, that in this account cur- 
rent botvuen Lord Afclvillc and Trotter, ho should have 
been so much in arrears, when ni that time Trotter had 
only a salary of 100/. At that lima, in the year 17Sfi, iv 
sum ofdkOOO/. was advanced to Lord Melville by 1 rotter, 

without any interest being charged upon it; how could 

he expect a clerk at 100/. a year, to lead him 4,000/. ; or 
if he had procured it from his fl iends hmrntuld he Iran' 
thought of accepting it without interest r Ibit ucrmmt 
v.'us, bowevor, »il erdevtd in the hooks which linn been 
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destroyed, .And 'now no accounls.conld be obtained ejr 
cept from Trotter. It appeared, however, from that 
account, that securities to toe amount of 5 1,000/. bought 
with- the public money, had been at one time put at the 
disposal of Mr. Mark Sprott, to take to the market, and 
sell when he judged proper. It appeared that the ac- 
count current was generally against Lord Melville, and 
' the chest account always : and yet Trotter was at the 
same time agent to Lord Melville in all his private a Hairs, 
without ever receiving any gratuity whatever. Under 
those circumstances, how could Lord Melville poo'-ihly 
accept the services of Trotter without giving him anv 
compensation? It was evident, that he knew Unit abun- 
dant compensation had been given him in another way, 
and that he. was well repaid by the profits lie permitted 
him to make of the public money. He came now to the 
destruction of papers and vouchers. First, as to the re- 
lease itself, how .was it prepared ? It was prepared by the 
same person who was solicitor both to Lord Melville and 
to Trotter. At the time of the execution of the release, 
Lord Mciville was in Scotland, and Trotter was in' 5 Lon- 
don. What was the urgent necessity of this release, 
and the consequent destruction of the papers and vouch- 
ers ? It was clearly because the Commission of Naval 
Enquiry had been instituted, and those accounts would 
tint bear examination. The destruction of papers and 
vouchers, is at all times, hut more particularly at such a 
lime, a strong presumption of fraud. It is considered so 
in every court of justice, and in every country; and the 
noble Lord could not have been ignorant of this princi- 
ple, which is no where more strongly relied upon than 
in the laws of Scotland, and in the tribunals of that 
country. 

In every court in this country whether of civil or cri- 
minal jurisprudence, the destruction of evidence is taken 
as strong testimony against the party who destroys it. 

A case had been put by a learned manager (the Solicitor 
General) of a person, charged with murder, having been 
proved to have destroyed the cloaths he wore on the day 
the murder was committed, and he asked, would not a 
jury presume from the destruction of the cloaths, that 
they were stained with the blood of the person murdered ? 

3 b 2 It 
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It had been answered by the counsel for the defendant 
tli.it this circumstance could not by itselfbe sufficient' to 
'presume guilt. The ‘ learned nmu.iger did not sav it 
could be of itself; 'but be said, that coupled vvitli other 
circumstances, it must haven powerful Height nith a 
jury. Pherh Has a remarkable nia! nbich was a verv 
general subject of conveisationat llmt time h lien Captain 
•Donnelnii was tried for the murder of Sir Theodosius 
Houghton, ‘and ’the sti ongest 'evidence which appeared 
against him, was the cleaning the bottle which had con- 
tained the poison. Judge Butler laid considerable stress 
on this circumstance’ in his summing up, and every one 
lecollects'nhat impression it made upon the public mind 
at that lime. Why should Captain llonnclnn have taken 
the pains to' clean the phial, if he had not known that it 
contained poison'? A ‘similar circumstance had .been 
‘strongiydnelt upon in the trial of Miss Blandy, for the 
miirder of her father.' It nas proved, that .she Had en- 
deavoured' to destroy the paper which contained the 
arsenic which poisoned him. The paper was wrested 
from lief, but 'the attempt to destroy it was a ciicuni- 
stance stiongly dwelt upon by the learned judge who 
piesided ut the trial. ’ The honourable manager did not 
say, that the destruction of evidence of itself amounts to 
o proof of guilt, hut 'wlrat he asserted wa«, that coupled 
witii other circumstances, it must have the most pouciful 
effect. There was no circumstance that lie knew, which 
can induce so strongly the presumption of guilt, as 
the very means by which the guilt or innocence would 
be proved — lion ever impatient Trotter might have been 
to destroy, why should I.orvl Melville wish to destroy 
them? If he destroyed those useful papers, lie left him- 
self without testimony 01 vouchers of Trottci's account 
with him. What object could Lord Melville have b-d, 
in destroying those papers if they contained nothing 
which* could involve him? Their Lordships had been 
told, that after Lord Melville had returned to Ncolhm'b 
he had been employed in selecting die papers which ’c 
was to destroy, and among the papers lie did so select, 
were the accounts of his administration. Why wera 
those papers committed to the flames, or how cornu ■' 
suppose them useless papers, when lie knew that n c w 
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mission of Naval Enquiry bad been instituted for the ex- 
press purpose of examiningiutb matters of this sort ? This 
negligent man, as he was described to be, spent the early 
' part of 1803 in arranging his papers, but not in examining 
the account. When the papers were obliterated, that lie 
had selected for destruction, he then executed a release 
in Scotland, and shortly afterwards came up lb London 
in triumph, with his pocket full of proxies to overturn the 
administration- uqder which those Commissioners bad 
'been appointed 1 ; upon this destruction of papers, and 
this release the honourable manager did rely as one of 
'the strongest evidences which circumstances could afford 
of the fraud of the noble defendant. 

lie had now gone through a statement of the evi- 
dence produced by the Commons, and he trusted he 
had omitted nothing that was material, and he hoped 
he had argued nothing unfairly. A great deal of testi- 
'hiory had been brought forward to establish the guilt of 
the noble defendant, but none had been produced to 
prove his innocence. If it had been possible for him to 
'give any explanation of those circumstances, and he had 
not done it, Oh miserable man ! how lias he,Jbeen de- 
fended ! 1( it had been possible for him to have’ called 
witnesses to establish his innocence, and none such had 
been called, Oh miserable man ! bow lias he been de- 
fended 1 Was it not to be supposed that when a host of 
witnesses had been produced against him, he on his part, 
should have produced some to invalidate the testimony, 
or to turn the blame on others? What sort of defence 
had been set up by ins counsel? They were attacked in 
their entrenchments and they retreated to the fosse: 
pursued to the foi-se, they absconded it, and flew' to 
the postern: they seemed perfectly content to carry off 
the body of Lord Melville, and left his reputation to 
shift for itself. There were modes of defence by which 
a man of Lord Melville's rank and situation might have 
freed himself from an accusation like the present, and 
instead of having his character impaired, would have come 
from his trial with greater advantage and increased re- 
putation. If lie could have shewn his innocence and 
purity; if he could have rested his defence tm truth, 
he might have been borne in triumph on its resplendent 
base, and his fame, so far from suffering, would have 

been 



been greatly increased. But « lien he had been defended 
merely on quiiks and quibbles, the honorable mammae 
must again say, Oh miserable man ! to be reduced to the 
necessity of resting bis honor on such a defence! Nothing 
more remained for the managers, 'than to cj)I upon their 
lordships for that verdict, which the Commons had « 
right to eVpect. They had discharged theii duty to the 
Tountiy, and they trusted with fairness and moderation. 
The counsel fot the noble defendant had 'often menti- 
oned, that the task of the managers Has an invidious one. 
They had felt it in many lespccts painful, hut nlthuugh ,it 
had been 1 painful, und in some degree invidious,' yet a 
duty to the country obliged them to persevere. It any 
'odium tv as attached to it, they vverr fully prepared to en- 
counter it. In the days of chivalry they had heatd of a 
Trench Knight (I.c Chevalier Bayard) who so conducted 
himself through life, as to gain the distinguishing appella- 
tive of the Knight 1 sans pear et sans rtprochc' The 
managers of the Commons of the United Kingdom had 
entered upon the discharge of their duty without fear, 
and they trusted they had Julfilled it without reproach. ’ 

Mr. Whitbread having tiicn concluded, the Lord 
Chancellor informed the Counsel for the defendant, 
that as the Attorney General had cited cases against 
the doctrine which they contended was law ; they had the 
pi ivilege of ansvvering those coses, or observing upon 
them, hut not of entering upon any othei subject. 
The Managers would likewise have the privilege ol re- 
plying to their observations on those cases, subject to the 
same limitation. 

Mr. Plotncrsaid he should content himself with point- 
ing out the difference between the case that was quoted 
of the King and Cambridge, and the present case. Iu 
the case that had been c|uolcd, it appeared from the re- 
cord, that there had been a fraudulent subtraction of the 
loan of 48,000/. at the time that Lord Holland was Pay- 
master, which was clearly an indictable olh.ii cc. The 
learned counsel then rend, at length, the rccortl of the 
case of the King against Bainhridgc, to shew the dif- 
ference. 
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The Attorney General, in reply, read the opinion 
delivered by Lord Mansfield on that case. It had been 
argued that it was only a civil injury, a fraud, a breach, of 
trust, and not an indictable offence; but Lord 'Mans- 
field held, that a person who accepted a public office of 
trust, attended with emolument to himself, must cerr 
tainly, as a public officer, be amenable to the King, and 
liable to be prosecuted by information, for the violation 
of his trust; and, as it was ’a matter in which the pub- 
lic was concerned, he held it as an indictable offence. 

The Court then adjourned. 


m 



SIXTEENTH HAY, 


THURSDAY, JUNE 12* 


TlIIS morning, according to appointment, the Peers 
assembled in their chamber, and proceeded in the usual 
order to their respective places in Westminster Hall. 

The Lord Chancellor having taken his seat on the 
woolsack, presently rose, and addressed their Lord- 
ships, 'observing, that they had heard the evidence on 
the charges exhibited against Henry Lord Viscount 
Melville, and that they were non* to give their deter- 
mination thereon. The first question mas, whether 
Henry Lord Viscount Melville was guilty of the high 
crimes and misdemeanors stated in the first article; of: 
the charge. 

His Lordship then addressing the junior peer, said, 
“ What says your Lordship to this article of the charge?” 
He then asked each individual peer the same question, 
until advancing turough the different ranks:, he. rose to 
his Royal Highness the Duke . of York. After .the 
judgment of that illustrious person had . been given,, 
the Lord Chancellor signified his own decision in the 
formula adopted, “ Guilty, or not guilty, upon my 
honor,” 

In this .manner their Lordships proceeded through 
‘each distinct article of the charge, after which the num- 
bers were calculated, and the Chancellor rising from 
the woolsack, announced to the court,- that Lord Mel- 
ville was acquitted of the high crimes and misdemea- 
nors charged against him. 

He then addressed the person accused in the follow- 
ing terms : 

“ I am to acquaint you, Henry Lord Viscount Mel- 
ville, that you are acquitted “of the articles of impeach- 
ment exhibited against you by the Commons of the 

3 c United 



S7fc 

United Kingdom, for high ciimes and misdemeanors, 
and of all matters therein contained." 

The trial being thus terminated, at about four o'clock 
P. M., their Lordships returned to the chamber of .Par- 
liament in the same Order in \ihieh they had entered 
the hall. 

The number of votes on each side, on each charge, 
rvas correctly as follows: 



Gvilty 

1 6 L. 

Not Guilty 

Majority 

Second ditto ... 

56 ... 



Third ditto .... 




Fourth ditto ... 

... None . 

Alt .. 














Eighth ditto 

U ... 

121 

... 10/ 





Tenth ditto ... 


123 .... 

111 


Their Royal Highnesses (lie Dukes of York, Cum- 
berland, and Cambridge, and bis Highness the Duke of 
Gloucester, generally voted the same w ay, not guilty; 
and their Royal Highnesses the Dukes of Clarence, 
Kent, and Susses, generally guilty, except on the 4tlt 
article, on which all acre unanimous for acquittal. 

The Lord Chancellor generally voted with the Dukes 
of Clarence, Kent, and Sussex. The Prince oflValei 
wus not present. 


THE END. 
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